
September 10, 2015 

Quote of the week: 
 
Do things that feed your soul, not your ego, and you’ll be happy. 
             Unknown 

 Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton Woods City Schools, started the 2015-2016 
school year with a State of the Schools address that reflected on the past year while pointing 
to future initiatives for the district. While Smith said that standardized test scores for 2014-2015 
will not be available from the 
Ohio Department of Education 
until 2016, he assured parents 
and community members that 
educational reform, with a 
growth focus on academic 
achievement for all students, 
was firmly in place throughout 
the district.  

Smith said the district has 
created an academic framework 
in literacy and math that 
supports 21st century learning 
and that is in alignment with 
Common Core standards. “We 
are creating a seamless 
pathway toward success,” said 
Smith. “Our preschool students scored a 22, above the state average of 19, on the 
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment, while our All Day Kindergarten program, with its 
increased instructional time, has meant that 98% of our kindergartners were promoted to first 
grade. Our high school ACT scores are rising, the majority of our high school students have 
their own laptop or Chromebook computers, and project-based learning is fully implemented at 
the high school, supported by the New Tech Network.” 

Smith also introduced some new district initiatives that include: 

 All Day Preschool in the 2016-2017 school year.  

 The full incorporation of the International Studies Schools Network (ISSN) at Winton 
Woods Middle School to help students become global citizens through investigating the 
world, recognizing perspectives, communicating ideas and taking action.  

 Continuing to raise the athletic GPA for all student athletes.  

 Offering a Physical Education Waiver in 2015-2016 for high school students who 
participate in interscholastic athletics, marching band, cheerleading or color guard for at 
least two full seasons by the end of their junior year. 



 Partnering with Neusole Glassworks, a Forest Park glass blowing company, for an 
initiative that will give a select group of students the opportunity to work at the company, 
sell their creations, and then mentor an incoming group of students who will have the 
same experience. 

 The potential of offering lacrosse, rowing and hockey as competitive varsity sports.  

 Weekly event updates from building principals.  
 

“We will continue to collaborate with our parents, community members and business partners 
to increase student achievement and opportunities,” said Smith. “We are grateful for the 
volunteers who stepped forward over the past year to create some new educational 
experiences for our students. We are always looking for volunteers in each of our buildings.” .   

If you are interested in volunteering your time at Winton Woods City Schools, contact Corina 
Denny, community engagement coordinator,  at 619-2304 or denny.corina@wintonwoods.org. 

 The Winton Woods Alternative School recently held an evening of online learning for parents 
and guardians of students in Project Success, Project Success Plus, and the Warrior Success 
Academy. “Classrooms, and the way curriculum is delivered in the 21st century, have 
changed,” said Brenda Hodges-Davis, director of alternative education programs for Winton 
Woods City Schools. “Our students’ 
parents were primarily educated by 
teachers delivering their lessons using 
direct instruction, so the parents were 
excited, and a little intimidated, 
navigating the online curriculum their 
students use.”  

But the students who attended were 
eager to assist their family members 
with the new learning experience. Log 
on instructions were provided, and 
parents and students went to work 
using the Plato curriculum. “This hands-
on experience should help parents 
monitor their student’s academic 
progress effectively,”  said Hodges-
Davis, adding that one parent was so engaged, she commented that she may take an online 
class at a local university.  

“The Plato training was a huge success and was well attended,” said Hodges-Davis. 
“Everyone was so appreciative for the food we were able to provide before the training to our 
parents, students and other family members through a community engagement grant. And the 
alternative education teachers and district administrator Kendell Dorsey were instrumental in 
the success of this event.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods student Gabrielle Taylor (left) works with her mom, Shana 
Taylor, at Winton Woods City Schools’ evening of online learning at the alternative education 
school. Photo by Brenda Hodges-Davis.    

 Three wooden benches near the Greenhills Community Building have been repainted through 
the hard work of some students at Winton Woods Middle School. The incoming seventh 
graders re-lettered the benches in white and gave them a fresh coat of brown paint as part of a 

mailto:denny.corina@wintonwoods.org


two-day servant leadership camp led by Social Studies teacher Bob Schuning. “These 
students are learning leadership skills, and about their own strengths, as they serve their 
community,” said Schuning.  

At the camp the students are taught Stephen Covey’s The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, 
take part in team-building exercises and use their leadership skills. “On the first day they have 
to plan lunch,” said Schuning. “They get $50 to spend and have to decide who does set up, 
who serves, and who does clean up.” 

Schuning said the summer camp and Project Inspire—the name of the servant leadership club 
that takes place on Thursdays after school during the school year—were something he always 
wanted to do. After taking part in 7 
Habits training led by a Franklin Covey 
representative that was coordinated by 
fellow teacher Matt Alander, everything 
came together. “As I started the 
summer camp and the school club, this 
became part of my Master’s project 
where I’m investigating if leadership 
matters in impacting test scores, 
student climate and students’ positive 
view of school,” said Schuning, who’s 
working toward a Master of Arts in 
Teaching in biological sciences at 
Miami University.  

For the past two years, the students 
taking part in the middle school’s 
summer leadership camp have done free car washes, painted a picnic table at the Greenhills 
Golf Course and painted a teacher’s room at the school. “Our school district understands that 
being part of a community means giving back, without thought of anything in return,” said 
Community Engagement Coordinator Corina Denny. “Re-painting benches in Greenhills was 
facilitated through a generous donation from the Forest Park Home Depot and is one of the 
ways we wanted to give back to our community. Bob Schuning, the students of the Project 
Inspire Summer Camp, and middle school teachers Matt Alander, Meredith Steen and Adib 
Dixon were excited to partner with us to support this important project.”  

Just a few weeks ago at the district’s Convocation, the Winton Woods Educational Foundation 
(WWEF) presented Schuning with a grant check for $1500 for Project Inspire. “We were 
impressed with the idea of a servant leadership club where students would work 
collaboratively, brainstorm, and present ideas toward making a positive difference to 
themselves and others,” said WWEF President Paula Kuhn. “At the same time they would 
learn leadership, problem-solving and social skills as they served their school and community.” 
Schuning said he used part of the WWEF grant money for 50 7 Habits books, as well as 50 
Strength Quest books that help students understand their personality strengths and how to use 
them.  
 
Schuning said he’s steered the students in Project Inspire away from fundraising and helped 
them concentrate on “doing things.” This has included leading a student orientation for 5-6 
graders at Winton Woods Intermediate School, helping with Teacher Appreciation Week at the 
middle school, volunteering at Matthew 25: Ministries, and reading to students at Winton 
Woods Primary North. 
 



Next Schuning wants to “create a team of Students Ambassadors for the middle school” who 
would always be ready to befriend new students, give building tours, answer parent questions 
and help at school events. "Servant Leadership is simple and yet powerful,” he said. “We learn 
to lead by serving others."   
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the start of re-painting a bench near the Greenhills Community 
Buildings are Winton Woods Middle School teacher Matt Alander and students (back, l-r) 
Caleb Tubbs, Davon Beamon, Arielle Mundy, (front, l-r) Demetreanna Dillard and Tamar Scott. 
Photo by Bob Schuning.  
 

 Visit our website to learn more about “Power Saturday: Enrich Science and Math Skills for your 
Student!”  http://www.wintonwoods.org/News/power-saturdays#sthash.iaLt0xkR.dpbs 

 JAX restaurant is partnering with Winton Woods City Schools to raise funds for the music 
department. Please bring the attached flyer to JAX on one of the following Mondays and 15% 
of your bill will be donated back to the music department. JAX Tavern is located at 1081 
Smiley Avenue in Forest Park. Jax - Musical Dept Fundraiser Flyer 

Valid on: 

 Monday, September 14, from 11 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Choir) 

 Monday, September 21, from 11 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Band) 

 Monday, September 28, from 11 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Orchestra) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 17               Midterm 

September 18              No School – Professional Day 
    Homecoming Parade and Game 

September 28               Board of Education Meeting 

October 2                    Business Partners Appreciation Breakfast 

October 10   No School – Professional Day 

October 21                 Your Future is Now Workshop 

October 26                  Board of Education Meeting 

November 2                PreK-12 Daytime Parent Conferences 

                                   PreK-8 Evening Parent Conferences 

November 3               Election Day 

November 13            Midterm 

November 19-21         Fall Play – Rehearsal for Murder (Adapted for the stage by D.D. Brooke.  
    From the television play by Richard Levinson and William Link.)  

November 23               Board of Education Meeting 

November 25    No School – Conference Exchange Day 

November 26, 27   No School – Thanksgiving Break 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/News/power-saturdays#sthash.iaLt0xkR.dpbs
http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/WINTON%20WOODS%20MUSICAL%20DEPARTMENT%20FUNDRAISER(1).pdf


December 1               Academy of Global Studies Online Application OPEN for 2016-17 

December 3               Academy of Global Studies Open House 

December 14             Board of Education Regular Meeting 

December 21 - Jan.4   No School – Winter Break 

Jan. 5, 2016    School Re-opens 

 

 


