
 

 

August 27, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

Be determined to handle any challenge in a way that will make you grow. 
                                                                                                                - Les Brown 

 

 Improvements to professional development throughout Winton Woods City 
Schools mean students will have a one-hour early release day on 
Wednesdays for the 2013-2014 school year. Additionally, on early release days 
AGS students will not have zero bell.   

Professional development will focus on teacher immersion and planning for the 
Common Core standards in math and reading and the Ohio Revised Standards 
in social studies and science. The new schedule will allow teacher based teams 
to meet on a regular basis and will allow schools to develop a modified schedule 
where core content is reduced by only a small amount each Wednesday versus 
losing an entire four days of instruction on waiver days.  

There will be no early release on the following days: 

 August 21, 2013 
 September 4, 2013 
 October 16, 2013 
 November 6, 2013 
 January 8, 2014 
 January 22, 2014 
 February 19, 2014 
 March 19, 2014 
 April 16, 2014 

  
The Winton Woods Board of Education approved the changes to professional 
development at its April 22 meeting. 

For more information, please visit our website at 
http://www.wintonwoods.org/content_page2.aspx?cid=1532 

 Winton Woods City Schools held an orientation and welcome luncheon for new 
staff members on Thursday, August 15, at the Forest Park Senior Center. The 
district has hired 35 new teachers, two long-term substitute teachers, and two 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/content_page2.aspx?cid=1532


assistant principals for the 2013-2014 school year. Amber Strawser is the new 
assistant principal at Winton Woods High School, and Kym Harrison is the new 
assistant principal at Winton Woods Middle School.   

New this year at Winton Woods High School are: Jeffrey Bennett, math 
intervention; Brad Ciminowasielewski, science; Debbie Kitchen, art; J.J. Lail, 
Spanish; Sarah Shockey, English/language arts; and Steve Richardson, long-
term substitute. 

Winton Woods Middle School welcomes: Winfield Franklin, intervention 
specialist; Steve Grasso, English/language arts; Amy Hagedorn, social studies; 
Lauren Kempton, intervention specialist; Tyler Styons, intervention specialist; and 
Yvonne Zhang, Chinese. Katie Smart is the speech and language pathologist at 
both Winton Woods Middle and Intermediate Schools.  

Joining the teaching team at Winton Woods Intermediate School are: Kyle 
Bertrams, 5/6 language arts; Andrea Bird, 5/6 language arts; Mark Hayada, 6th 
grade; Heather Hils, math; Kirk Huggins, 6th grade; Courtney Lee, 6th grade math; 
Bev Nichols, intervention specialist; Kristin Rumsey, math; Mike Schultz, band; 
Holly Smith-Conway, 5/6 language arts; and Jennifer Svach, intervention 
specialist. 

C.J. Stone is the new intervention specialist at Winton Woods Elementary 
School. Shelly Hood is the new intervention specialist at Winton Woods Early 
Childhood Center. Shere Contant is the long-term substitute at Winton Woods 
Elementary and Primary South.  

New to Winton Woods Primary North are: Danielle Boerger, kindergarten; 
Heather Campana, first grade; Katie Fischer, first grade; Corrie Lord, 
kindergarten; Donna Morua, kindergarten; and Brooke Starkey, second grade.   

Winton Woods Primary South welcomes: Courtney Hickey, kindergarten; 
Samantha Senger, kindergarten; Alena Smith, first grade; Kelly Stiens, 
intervention specialist; and Ashley Whyte, kindergarten.   

Felipe Morales-Torres is the district’s new orchestra director. 

Shown in the photo are (front, l-r) Lauren Kempton, Sarah Shockey, Shere 
Contant, Danielle Boerger, Corrie Lord, Alena Smith, Courtney Hickey, Andrea 
Bird, Courtney Lee, Heather Hils, Shelly Hood, and Debbie Kitchen; (middle, l-r) 
Samantha Senger, Ashley Whyte, Donna Morua, Katie Fischer, Brooke Starkey, 
Heather Campana, Jennifer Svach, C.J. Stone, Brad Ciminowasielewski, Steve 
Richardson, Kelly Stiens, Kristin Rumsey, Holly Smith-Conway and Bev Nichols; 
(back, l-r) Tyler Styons, Steve Grasso, Winfield Franklin, J.J. Lail, Kirk Huggins, 
Mark Hadaya, Kyle Bertrams, Katie Smart, Yvonne Zhang, Mike Schultz and 
Felipe Morales-Torres. Jeffrey Bennett, Amy Hagedorn, Amber Strawser and 
Kym Harrison are not pictured.  



 

 

 

 Three deserving projects received oversized checks from the Winton 
Woods Educational Foundation as the organization’s yearly grants were 
handed out at district convocation on Tuesday, August 20. This brings to 
15 the number of grants that the foundation has awarded since 2009.  

Receiving grants were:  

 The “Leader in Me” project at Winton Woods Primary North 
received $950 and will support the seven habits of leadership and 
character for 440 students.   

  The “Lexiles, Language and Love” project received $2340 and will 
provide support for the eighth grade English, language arts and 
Spanish program of 180 students. A lexile measures a person’s 
reading ability or the difficulty of a text.  

 The “High School STEM Conferences” project received $1500 and 
will provide support for 200 students to experience the Man-to-Man 
and Woman-to-Woman conferences that work to develop students’ 
interest in science, technology, engineering and math careers.  

The mission of the Winton Woods 
Educational Foundation is to enhance 
the educational excellence of Winton 
Woods City Schools' students and 
programs. For more information or to 
make a tax deductible donation, 
contact the Winton Woods 
Educational Foundation at the Winton 
Woods Board of Education offices 
located at 1215 West Kemper Road, 
Forest Park, OH 45240, c/o LeAnne 
Montgomery (825-5700). 



 Please click the following link for information regarding the Warrior Athletic Pass 
Early Bird Special: 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/districtNewsArticle.aspx?artID=713#sthash.yP1ZnSFE.
n3KMAy8w.dpbs 

 The 2013-2014 district calendars are now available.  You may pick one up at your 
child’s school, or at the Board of Education office, located at 1215 W. Kemper 
Rd.  All important dates are also posted on the district website at 
www.wintonwoods.org.  The online calendar can be manipulated by school, month, 
or event so that you are only viewing events of interest to you and your 
student(s).  The online calendar can also be printed and downloaded. 
 

 Breakfast will be offered daily, beginning September 3, 2013, to all Winton Woods 
City Schools students. Students who qualify for free or reduced-price meals may 
receive a free breakfast. For those paying, students may purchase breakfast for 
$1.00. All students at Primary North and Primary South will be offered free breakfast 
through the Universal Free Breakfast Program. 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/districtNewsArticle.aspx?artID=713%23sthash.yP1ZnSFE.n3KMAy8w.dpbs
http://www.wintonwoods.org/districtNewsArticle.aspx?artID=713%23sthash.yP1ZnSFE.n3KMAy8w.dpbs
http://www.wintonwoods.org/


 

September 11, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

We will never forget 911. And neither will future generations. The story, images, and 
human cost will always conjure up horror and tears but will also forever be identified 
with stories of incredible bravery, determination and personal sacrifice. 

 Humanities students at Winton Woods 
Middle School honored police, fire 
fighters and first responders on the 
anniversary of the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, with a special 
reception in the school's media center. 
All three communities--Greenhills, 
Forest Park and Springfield Township--
were represented at the "Day of 
Service and Remembrance" event that 
focused on telling people thanks and 
performing good deeds to honor those 
lost on 9/11. Guests received bags that 
were decorated by the students as part 
of "Operation Goody Bag" and filled with notes of thanks, hard candies and artwork. 
"The work you do every day on our behalf is critical to our safety and the safety of our 
communities," said Social Studies teacher Dave Clark, who organized the event.  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Jaylen Thompson shakes hands with and thanks Greenhills first 
responder Tim Gory as first responder Lauren Geisen looks on.  
  

 REMINDER:  Upcoming one-hour early releases for this month are Sept. 11, 18 
and 25. 
 

 A partnership between Winton 
Woods Middle School and the 
service-learning program 
Lead2Feed could mean that some 
of the school’s humanities students 
are featured in the organization’s 
upcoming national campaign. Eric 
Gray, a photographer with Gannett 
Client Solutions, recently visited the 
school to snap shots of students for 
marketing and promotional 
materials for Lead2Feed. He said 
the photos would most likely be 



used for postcards to teachers, print materials, and an ad in USA Today.  

Gray said the goal of the campaign is to double the number of teachers 
participating in the Lead2Feed program. Kathleen Barger, WWMS humanities 
teacher, currently serves on the Lead2Feed advisory board.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Eric Gray of Gannett Client Solutions photographs Winton 
Woods Middle School humanities students (l-r) Kenny Greer, Tatiana Quinto, 
Taryn Phillips-Smith, Anna Johnson, Rose Baez, Hunter Musgrave, and Key'aria 
Williams in the school’s community garden. 

 The theme for this year’s half-time show at Winton Woods High School's football 
games is “’Shades of Latin,’” said Band Director Dani Ashbrook. “We have been 
trying to do music of different 
cultures, and the Latin music this 
year seemed upbeat and felt like 
it would appeal to the crowd.”   

This year’s shirt was designed 
jointly by Ashbrook and Winton 
Woods High School art teacher 
Carol Becci-Youngs.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton 
Woods High School band 
students (l-r) Maresha Roberson, 
sophomore trombone player; 
Adrian Jones, junior clarinet 
player; and Ciera Knott, sophomore saxophone player, model this year’s 
marching band t-shirts.  

 The first annual Warrior Challenge 5K at Winton Woods Park will be held on 
Saturday, October 5, at 9:00 a.m. and will benefit educational programs for 
Winton Woods Intermediate and Elementary Schools.  

 
WWIS Sprinters coach Janet 
Harden, a fifth grade science 
teacher at the school, had 
almost 50 students show up 
for the first after-school 
Sprinters practice on 
September 5. “I have to get 
you ready to run a 5K race in 
one month,” Harden told the 
students, many of whom 
have run in a 3.1 mile race as 
part of Sprinters Club.  
 
Race pre-registration 
fees are $20 for runners 18 
and older, and $10 for runners ages 17 and below. Registration includes a t-shirt. 
Registration on race day begins at 7:45 a.m. and is $25. Race divisions include: 
walkers 29 and below, 30-59 and over 60; and runners 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13-17, 



18-20, 21-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and above. Post-race events include 
awards, a raffle drawing, music and snacks for the participants.  
 
Official registration forms can be found at wintonwoods.org under the WWIS 
building site. Look for Warrior Challenge 5K along the left hand side. For 
questions, contact Genice Peterson at 619-2461 or 
peterson.genice@wintonwoods.org.  
 
WWIS intervention specialist Ashlee Bishop and sixth grade teacher Kristen 
Rumsey are helping Harden as Sprinters coaches this year.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Intermediate School Sprinters.  

 Ninth grades who are starting classes at the Academy of Global Studies @ 
Winton Woods High School can thank The Cincinnati Insurance Companies for a 
recent donation of $7500, money that will help the students take part in the 
“Global Village Experience” at the Heifer Ranch in Arkansas later in the school 
year.  

 
Kevin Jones, AGS coordinator, 
said the company has been a long-
time partner of the district. “For the 
past ten years, the Cincinnati 
Insurance Companies has hosted 
the ‘World of Work Tour’ for our 
students, teaching them 
interviewing skills and resume 
writing techniques,” said Jones. 
“Their associates also talk with our 
students about what it means to 
think, act, and speak professionally 
and how to succeed in corporate 
America. Some of their employees 
have also served as mentors for our AGS program.”   
 
The Global Village Experience at Heifer Ranch teaches students how hunger and 
poverty affect the various facets of daily life in many parts of the world. During 
the 24-hour experience, students sleep in global villages where they have their 
food rationed, cook over a fire, sleep on the ground and live without many 
modern conveniences.    
  
PHOTO CAPTION: Robert Miller of the Cincinnati Insurance Companies 
presents a check for $7,500 to students in the Academy of Global Studies @ 
Winton Woods High School. Shown are (l-r) Journey Bond, Robert Miller, Andie 
Lariccia, Jahari Muhammad, Teven West, Asia Harding, Diamond Isaacs and 
Briana Richard.    
 

mailto:peterson.genice@wintonwoods.org


 Dr. Terri Holden, principal at Winton Woods High School and the Academy of 
Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School 
(AGS), has been published in the current online 
issue (September 6, 2013) of Education Week with 
an article entitled, “Project-Based Global Learning 
in an Era of High Stakes Accountability.” 

In the article Holden discusses the academic 
accountability of Ohio’s new Local Report Card and 
how AGS combines rigorous academic content and 
project-based learning with “soft skills,” personal 
attributes that enhance a person’s interactions and 
performance. Soft skills include: good 
communication, problem solving ability, time 
management, teamwork, and working well under 
pressure, to name a few. She also talks about the 
hard work involved in a project-based education, for 
both the students and the teachers.  

Holden says that while  the data suggests that AGS 
students generally perform better academically 
than their peers in the traditional path on standardized tests (EXPLORE, PLAN, 
and the Ohio Graduation Tests), what’s more important are the qualitative 
changes seen in students—changes like not being afraid to speak in front of a 
group of people and working collaboratively.  

Because of the AGS’s success with project-based learning, Winton Woods High 
School is extending the project-based learning experience to the entire school of 
1000 students. “At Winton Woods, the foundation of our projects will be the 
Common Core curriculum situated within the global competency framework,” said 
Holden. “Winton Woods students will learn to investigate the world, communicate 
ideas, recognize perspectives, and take action.” 

To read Holden’s entire article, go to: 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/global_learning/2013/09/project-
based_global_learning_in_an_era_of_high-stakes_accountability.html 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School Principal Dr. Terri Holden. 

 Congratulations to the women's 
volleyball team, tournament 
champs at Clark Montessori 
School on Saturday, August 24! 
Pictured are (front, l-r) Mari 
Martinez, Dominique Brooks, 
Kaila Payne, Amberly Boyd, 
Jada Turner; (middle, l-r) 
Camryn Brown, Tecora Yisrael, 
D'zrae Wakefield, Courtney 
Carr, Jodi Allen; (back, l-
r)Coach Amy Stokes, E'yonni 
Tompkins, Tamara Olverson, 
Courtnei Brown. 

http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/global_learning/2013/09/project-based_global_learning_in_an_era_of_high-stakes_accountability.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/global_learning/2013/09/project-based_global_learning_in_an_era_of_high-stakes_accountability.html


 

 

September 19, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

The surest way not to fail is to determine to succeed. 

- Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
 

 Reminder:  There will be a one-hour early release on Wednesday, September 
25, 2013. 
 

 A graduation ceremony was held on Monday, September 9, for 11 Winton Woods 
High School students who earned their diplomas over the summer. 
Superintendent Anthony Smith, Winton Woods High School Principal Dr. Terri 
Holden, Board President Tim Cleary and Board Vice-President Kim Burns were 
in attendance to certify the students as graduates. Congratulations to: Migeal 
Jones, Demarco Moore, Terri Metz, Gustavo Rogel, Khamani Lewis, Tashawna 
Bax, Jahne Bunn, Janelle Bunn, Ahnikas Butler, Hortencia Garcia, and Justin 
Ward-Ross.    
 

 The athletic staff and boosters of Winton Woods High School induced the newest 
members into the Athletic Hall of Fame on Friday, September 13. Honored this 
year were:  

 Chuck Fredrick, varsity basketball player for Greenhills High School, 1977-
1980 

 Derrick Jenkins, football and basketball player for Winton Woods High 
School, 1993-1995 

 Troy Everhart, coach of the 2009 OHSAA state football champions, the 
first in Winton Woods history 

 Adrienne Smith, basketball, soccer, softball and track star for Forest Park 
High School, 1983-1987.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Created in 2002, the purpose of the Winton Woods Athletic Hall of Fame is to 
acknowledge and celebrate the long tradition of athletic excellence at Forest 
Park, Greenhills and Winton Woods High Schools. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at 
Winton Woods High School’s 
2013 Athletic Hall of Fame 
ceremony are (l-r) inductee 
Chuck Fredrick; past inductee 
Herb Woeste; Jaden Everhart, 
daughter, and Maureen 
Everhart, wife, for inductee 
Troy Everhart; Derrick Jenkins 
and his parents, Veola and 
Clifford Jenkins; Adrienne 
Smith and her father, Robert 
Smith, and son, Nicholas 
Smith. Photo by Elise Speeg. 
 

 College Information Night will 
be held at Winton Wood High School on Thursday, September 17, at 7:00 p.m. 
and is open to all high school parents. 
Sessions for underclassmen will cover preparing your student for college; 
sessions for upperclassmen will review the college application process. The 
counselors will also give a brief presentation of Naviance, the new college/career 
program available to students. 
 

 Winton Woods Primary South kindergarten teacher Emily Isaacs said she’s 
already seeing positive results from the increased instruction time her students 
receive now that the district has gone to all-day kindergarten. “I see the students 
learning so much more and learning faster,” she said. “I love having the 
opportunity to spend all day with my students.”  

 
In another part of the building, Alisa Armstrong said her kindergarten classroom 
“is up and running well. We’re so busy all day long.” For the students, that 
busyness has included learning classroom procedures, routines, and school-wide 
expectations, while adjusting to a full seven hours in the classroom. “The only 
difficult part at this time is that many students lack the stamina to make it through 
the entire day without feeling a bit tired,” said Tricia Wilke, who teaches at Winton 
Woods Primary North, “but we are working on that.” Her principal, Katie Klei, said 
the students “have their stamina built up to about 2:00 p.m. now. We just need to 
get it to 4:00 p.m.”       
 
Tonya Bray, principal at WWPS, said this year’s new full-day kindergarten 
schedule “gives students and teachers more quality time to engage in 
constructive learning activities and is a win-win for everyone.” All 12 of the 
district’s kindergarten teachers agreed. “Full day kindergarten has been helpful to 
my teaching because I am able to spend more time devoted to each subject,” 
said Isaacs. “Rather than quickly touching upon literacy and mathematics topics, 
I’m able to go in depth so the students have a more thorough understanding of 



what they’re learning. I can teach a whole group lesson, a mini lesson, and work 
one-on-one with my students about the topic.” All the teachers say that having 
their students for a full day means more time for small group and one-on-one 
instruction. 
 
Casey Burnette, whose daughter Samantha Davis is in Isaacs’ classroom, said 
he’s impressed with the education his daughter is receiving and with the 
welcome he’s gotten from everyone at Primary South. “Teachers say they’re 
happy that they can complete something in a day,” said Burnette. “Samantha 
comes home happy and wants to go back to school the next day. Those are the 
two guides a parent uses.”    
 
Jessica Buhl said her son Ronin is enjoying Terry Robertson’s classroom at 
Primary North and is benefitting from having more time to learn. Her son, 
Deacon, now a second grader, attended half-day kindergarten in the district. “I 
think Ronin will be even more prepared for first grade than Deacon was,” said 
Buhl.   
 
“We are hopeful, as kindergarten teachers, that all-day kindergarten will increase 
student achievement in kindergarten as well as significantly increase the 
academic skills of our students in future grades,” said WWPS kindergarten 
teacher Susan Rahe. Armstrong said her hope is that “we are building a strong 
foundation for our students. This will set the stage for them to become lifelong 
learners.” 
 
Bray said she also sees 
the kindergarten students 
in her building developing 
the social and emotional 
skills they need to be 
successful. Rahe agreed. 
“Being at school all day 
will help our students 
grow in confidence and 
independence, which will 
also help them later in 
their academic careers,” 
she said. 
 
Another benefit to the 
longer kindergarten day 
Bray said is “it allows the 
opportunity for student 
growth and more academic intervention time for students who may be challenged 
in certain areas or enrichment if they are exceeding grade level 
expectations.” Isaacs said she’s already seen that benefit for many children in 
her classroom. “I had students come in struggling who have already made 
incredible gains,” she said. “All-day kindergarten helps to close the achievement 
gap,” added Bray.  



“The more time you devote yourself to something the better you will be at it,” said 
Isaacs. “I strongly believe full-day kindergarten will result in well-prepared, 
reading, writing, and confident first graders next year.” 
 
Both Tonya Bray and Katie Klei said there are still have a few spots open in 
kindergarten classes at Winton Woods Primary South and North. For more 
information, call the district enrollment center at 619-2360 or visit the district 
website at http://www.wintonwoods.org/departments/enrollment/how-to-enroll. 
Kindergarten registration for Winton Woods City Schools for the 2013-2014 
school year takes place at the enrollment center, located at 8 Enfield St. in the 
rear of the Greenhills Community Building. Hours are Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m.   
 
Photo caption: Kindergarten teacher Tricia Wilke works with (l-r) Brodie Maringer, 
David Jones and Ivory Tausch in her classroom at Winton Woods Primary North.   

 
 

 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/departments/enrollment/how-to-enroll


 

 

September 25, 2013 

Quote of the week:  
You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in which you really 
stop to look fear in the face. You are able to say to yourself, I have lived through this 
horror. I can take the next thing that comes along …. You must do the thing you think 
you cannot do.  

Eleanor Roosevelt 

 Reminder:  There is a one-hour early release today. Early release days for the 
month of October are: Oct. 2, Oct. 9, Oct. 23, and Oct. 30. There is no early 
release on Oct. 16.  
 

 There is no school on Friday, October 18 due to a Professional Day for staff. 

 

 Steve Denny, executive director of accountability and business affairs for Winton 
Woods City Schools, shared some good news with the district’s staff recently. 
“After analyzing the data for the Overall Progress Grade for the 2012-2013 
school year, the Value Added Grades that the district would have received for 
this single school year are quite positive in terms of student progress,” said 
Denny.  
 
According to Denny, with a Mean Gain Index of 4.00, the district’s Overall District 
Value Added Grade would have been an “A,” not an “F.” Winton Woods 
Elementary School would rise from a “C” to an “A.” Winton Woods Intermediate 
School would change from an “F” to a “C.” And Winton Woods Middle School 
would improve from a “C” to an “A.”   

“These grades did not appear on the 2013 Local Report Card because the Ohio 
Department of Education now uses the three-year average for this performance 
measure,” said Denny. “In past years, a single year’s worth of data was used to 
show a given district’s performance in this area. Looking at 2012-2013 alone 
shows our district's performance last year as definitely moving in the right 
direction.   

“Our district would likely have been rated "Effective" last year with these kinds of 
above- average Value Added results if the former Report Card system was still in 
place,” said Denny. “We would likely have gone from Academic Watch to 
Effective in a single school year's time, both driven by Value Added results. We 
also would have moved from 708th out of 833 Local Educational Agencies, or the 



15th percentile, in the 2012 rankings up to about 125th in the state, or the 85th 
percentile in the 2012 ranking listing.”   

Denny said he’s not making excuses for the district’s current report card rating, 
he’s just digging a little deeper into the data. “This is encouraging news,” Denny 
said. “Our staff needs to reflect on what went well last year and build on it.”   

 An ongoing partnership between 
Waycross Community Media 
and Winton Woods High School 
brought the Waycross 
production truck and a hands-on 
learning experience to the high 
school’s video students recently.  

 
Tony Suarez from Waycross 
Community Media and Winton 
Woods alumnus and 13-year 
Waycross volunteer Jonathan 
Palmer introduced Rebecca 
Cimini’s students to some of the 
equipment they use. “Inside the 
truck students learned how to direct a production using all the monitors and how 
to add graphics to the frames,” said Cimini. “Outside they had the opportunity to 
learn about and use the video cameras.”   
 
Cimini said her Video 1 students will be working on video resumes, narratives, 
and silent films this year.  
 

 With a high stakes test like the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA) coming up 
in October, Winton Woods Elementary School Principal Kendell Dorsey is happy 
for any assistance he can get to help his third graders do their best. That’s why 
Dorsey was excited about an early morning visit from Cincinnati Bengal Vinnie 
Rey, who came to help with tutoring and to encourage the students to work hard 
and stay focused. Rey visited the school as part of Envision Children’s tutoring 
program at WWES.  

“It’s important to have some 
targeted intervention and 
meet the needs of these 
students,” said Dorsey. “We 
are grateful for this extended 
day program through 
Envision Children that 
provides our students with 
breakfast and then tutoring.” 
Sheryl Garner, president and 
founder of Envision Learning 
Center and Envision 
Children, said the 40 third 
graders who come to school 
early for tutoring “come in 



positively and work very hard.” 

Rey told the students, “The key to getting better at something is just being 
consistent at it. Do you know what consistent means?” Tristan Miller raised his 
hand. “It means to keep trying,” Miller said. Rey agreed. “If you keep trying, you’ll 
see the results down the road.”  

Rey said he’s been tutoring since age 11, when he made it into Bay Academy in 
Brooklyn, New York, and started helping other students get in to the school. “I 
had great parents, coaches and teachers,” he said. “I saw that education was 
important to them, so I made it important to me.”  

Rey reminded the students, “Look the other person in the eye. Listen to authority. 
Sit still. Line up. Do your homework. There are people all around us who are 
trying to help. The key is to find those people, take what you learn from them, 
and then help others.” 

Rey is passionate about education and passionate about his volunteer work. 
“Giving back is important to me, and tutoring is something that I love to do,” he 
said, “I love to learn something and then teach someone else how to do it. 
Whatever I can do to help someone else, that’s what it’s all about.”  

 Congratulations to Primary 
South students who earned 
Character Counts awards this 
month: Domenic Rios-Cruz, 
Omari Harris, Jamyliah 
Anderson, Calista Julian, Kris 
Lang, Kaylan Harrison, Jalen 
Johnson, Jonathan Lumpkin, 
Jack Oliver, David Samuels, 
Taylor Lee, Naomi Stiggers, 
Maddix Grisson, Melle 
Velasquez, Heaven Hall, Ana 
Espinoza, Chloe Parks,  
Tre’von Martin, and Christian 
Cross. 
  

 

 



 

 

October 2, 2013 

Quote of the week: 
 
Today is a new day. You will get out of it just what you put into it. If you have made 
mistakes, there is always another chance for you. And supposing you have tried and 
failed again and again, you may have a fresh start any moment you choose, for this 
thing we call 'failure' is not the falling down, but the staying down. 

Mary Pickford 

 

 Reminder:  For the month of October, schools will release one hour early on Oct. 
2, Oct. 9, Oct. 23 and Oct. 30. There is NO early release on Oct. 16.   
 

 Winton Woods Middle School’s autumn choir concert is Wednesday, October 16, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the school’s auditorium, and the community is invited. “The choirs 
are revving up for their first performance,” said Winton Woods Middle School 
Choir Director Janna Frank. “Admission is always free, and the featured 
ensembles are the men's choir, the treble choir and the newly-auditioned "24." 
 
Frank said, “The men's choir will sing a Latin anthem entitled ‘Deo Dicamus 
Gratias,’ a mountain folk song, and a rousing rendition of a speech and 
percussion piece called ‘Football.’ The ladies will be singing ‘Fireflies’ by Owl 
City, a beautiful arrangement of the poem, ‘The Arrow and the Song,’ by poet 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and will rock the house with a spirited 
performance and arrangement of the American folk tune ‘Polly Wolly Doodle.’ 24 
will premier their own madrigal arrangement and put their stamp on the traditional 
spiritual ‘Keep Your Lamps.’” 
 

 Waiting tables and welcoming 
district families to Buffalo Wild 
Wings in Forest Park earned 
$411. 57 for teachers and staff at 
Winton Woods Intermediate 
School. The proceeds from the 
fundraiser on Friday, September 
27, mean the school's English-
Language Arts teachers are 
getting sets of books for their 
classrooms. "The turnout was so 
good that BW3's invited us back 



this month," said ESL teacher Nadia K. Ahmed Nasr-Saunders. 

 This year’s String Fest, featuring orchestra students from Winton Woods, 
Northwest, and Colerain High Schools, will be held for the first time at UC's 
College-Conservatory of Music. The event will take place on Saturday, October 
26, a change from the original date on the Winton Woods calendar. 

 
“This one-day festival allows orchestra students at Winton Woods to rub elbows 
with their peers from neighboring communities,” said Felipe Morales-Torres, 
orchestra director for Winton Woods City Schools. “Each school prepares 
individually, coming together for a one-day marathon of rehearsals, workshops 
and, of course, the big performance.” 
 
Morales-Torres said String Fest gives the high school students the opportunity to 
meet and work with university professors and students, who gain valuable hands-
on experience in return. “The finale is a grand orchestra concert featuring the 
combined forces of all participating schools,” said Morales-Torres.  
 
The String Fest performance will begin at 4:00 p.m. in the Patricia Corbett 
Theater in UC's CCM Village. The event is free and open to the public, with no 
ticket required. “All family and friends are welcome to come see more than 120 
musicians perform,” said Morales-Torres.  

 

 Kendra Jackson never imagined that a 
summer internship would have her 
thinking about pursuing engineering as 
a career. Jackson, a junior at Winton 
Woods High School, spent eight 
weeks last summer at the City of 
Cincinnati’s Student Intern Academy. 
As part of the program she worked 
Monday to Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m., at Greater Cincinnati Water 
Works and Metropolitan Sewer 
District. Jackson said she worked in 
the engineering department where she 
took an inventory of the offices and 
helped input estimates for projects.  

 
The paid internship included working with a mentor on Monday through 
Thursday. Jackson’s mentor, Jane Renzenbrink, administrative technician for 
GCWW engineering, said Kendra “was a delightful, intelligent and respectful 
person and a pleasure to have in the program. Kudos to Winton Woods and her 
family for helping her develop into a great person with a lot of potential.”  
 
Jackson said one of her favorite parts of SIA was taking part in professional 
development on Fridays. “We learned how to behave in the workplace and how 
to budget our money,” Jackson said. The internship also included tours of the 
Cincinnati subway, City Hall, the Water Works facility at Spring Grove, and the 
Richard Miller Treatment Plant. Jackson said at the end of the program she 
worked with some other students on a video project that gave advice on how to 
survive the Student Intern Academy.  



 
Jackson, who runs track and plays alto saxophone in the band at Winton Wood 
High School, is the daughter of Marcus and Bev Jackson of Forest Park.  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School junior Kendra Jackson enjoyed 
participating in Cincinnati’s Student Intern Academy this past summer.  
 

 In addition to their work as 
international exchange 
coordinators for EF Foundation, 
Lora Wolke and her husband, 
Steve, personally know what it’s 
like to “share their America” with 
a student from another country. 
Last year the Wolke family 
opened their home to Johana 
Moreno from Spain. It’s an 
opportunity they hope other 
families in the community will 
participate in and one for which 
they were honored at Winton 
Woods’ September Board of 
Education meeting. “Hosting a student helps you do things you may not have 
done but that you want to share,” said Wolke.  

“We appreciate your hard work and your commitment to the community and the 
students,” said Board President Tim Cleary.   

To learn more about becoming a host family, contact Wolke at (513) 825-0590 or 
lewolke@geistig.com.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Lora Wolke, international exchange coordinator for the EF 
Foundation for Foreign Studies, was honored at the Winton Woods Board of 
Education meeting in September. She is shown with Board President Tim Cleary 
(left) and Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony Smith.  

 

 Kevin Jones, counselor at Winton Woods High School, isn’t exaggerating when 
he says he can’t say enough good things about junior Auna’y Miller. “Auna’y is 
truly an exceptional student,” Jones said in recommending Miller for the Kiwanis 
Gold Star Student Award for September. “In my thirteen years of working at 
Winton Woods High School I have met very few students who display the 
academic and leadership potential that Auna’y possesses. Her academic 
prowess along with her desire for knowledge and her exemplary communication 
skills have allowed her to stand out among her peers.” 
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Miller, who is in her third year 
at the Academy of Global 
Studies @ Winton Woods High 
School, has a 3.77 GPA in an 
honor’s curriculum and is 
currently ranked 10th out of 
260 students in her class. She 
is captain of the junior varsity 
cheerleading squad, 
volunteers as a youth docent 
at the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center 
downtown and works part-time 
at the mall. “It is amazing for 
me to see Auna’y develop as a scholar and a leader in our community while 
balancing all of these activities,” said Jones. “Her growth and experience 
combined with her strong social and leadership traits have produced a student 
who I know will be a successful, contributing member of our community.”    

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School junior Auna’y Miller is shown with 
(l-r) Winton Woods Board President Tim Cleary, Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis 
Club President Bill McMillan and Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony Smith. 

 

 Congratulations to Casey Smith, 
a 1994 Winton Woods High 
School graduate, who is 
currently working as assistant art 
director on the new series, "The 
Blacklist." The show stars James 
Spader as a former government 
agent. Smith received an Oscar 
in 2011 as the production 
designer for the short film God of 
Love, which won in the category 
of Best Short Film (Live Action). 
Smith’s credits also include his 
work as the assistant art director 
for the movie Percy Jackson—
The Lightning Thief. Smith got his 
start in scenic design at Winton Woods High School as part of the stage crew on 
numerous shows. He attended the University of Cincinnati’s College-
Conservatory of Music in scenic design and also studied at New York University. 
He now lives in Brooklyn, New York.  

 



 When Winton Woods 
kindergarten teacher Corrie 
Lord was asked to nominate 
a student who displays 
responsibility in her 
classroom, a particular 
student immediately came to 
mind. “Serenity Sims has 
been a leader in our 
classroom since day one,” 
said Lord. “From the 
moment she walked into 
room 5, Serenity has been 
making all students around 
her feel welcome.”  

Sims was honored with the Kiwanis Character is Key Award at the Winton 
Woods Board of Education meeting in September. Lord said when it comes to 
behaving appropriately, Sims leads by example. “If she sees anyone having a 
difficult time, she first observes the situation before she decides the best way to 
help,” said Lord. “Serenity quietly and respectfully guides students to make good 
choices. She is a role model to all kindergartners and shows how seriously she 
takes her responsibilities every day.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Serenity Sims, a kindergartner at Winton Woods Primary 
North, received the Kiwanis Character is Key award from (l-r) Winton Woods 
Board of Education President Tim Cleary, Kiwanis President Bill McMillan and 
Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony Smith. 

 The Winton Woods Board of Education honored the district’s foreign exchange 
students and their host families at the September board meeting. “While this is a 
huge commitment, it’s also 
a wonderful opportunity,” 
said Lora Wolke, who is 
the EF Foundation 
international exchange 
coordinator for Winton 
Woods High School, along 
with her husband, Steve.  

  
Honored at the board 
meeting were Lisa Grub, 
from Germany, and her 
host mom, Joyce Smith, 
and Julian Ibanez 
Martinez, from Spain, and 
his host mom, Courtney 
Wilson. EF host families 
are also presented with the President's Volunteer Service Award upon 
completion of the school year.   
 



Wolke said she is currently looking for host families for students who are coming 
to Winton Woods High School in January and will be here for half a year. “As a 
host family, you are expected to provide three meals a day plus snacks, transport 
the student to school and a reasonable amount of extra-curricular activities, and 
provide a loving, supportive environment,” she said. “Winton Woods High School, 
with its international focus, is a great place to be. It’s a school that celebrates 
diversity and wants to continue the tradition of welcoming new cultures into the 
community.” 
 
To learn more about becoming a host family, contact Wolke at (513) 825-0590 or 
lewolke@geistig.com.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the September Board of Education meeting are 
(bottom, l-r) host mom Courtney Wilson, EF Foundation Exchange Coordinator 
Lora Wolke, host mom Joyce Smith, and exchange student Lisa Grub; (top, l-r) 
Board President Tim Cleary, foreign exchange student Julian Ibanez Martinez 
and Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony Smith.  
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October 9, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

Six essential qualities that are the key to success: sincerity, personal integrity, humility, 

courtesy, wisdom, charity. 

William Menninger 
 

 The Winton Woods High School Homecoming game against the Loveland Tigers 

will be played on Friday, October 11, at 7:30 p.m.  The Homecoming parade will 

begin at Winton Woods Intermediate School, located at 825 Waycross Road in 

Forest Park, just after 6:00 p.m. The parade will proceed west on Waycross 

Road and then turn north onto the roadway between Central Park and Charlie 

Fredrick Stadium, where it will end.  

 

 Reminder:  There is NO early release next week on Wednesday, October 16.  

Schools are closed on Friday, October 18. 

 

 This quarter’s Green Team members at Winton Woods Primary North are leading 

the way in recycling at their school. Every Friday Colin Combs, Isabella Williams, 

Courtney Bradley, and Kaitlynn Woodhall help speech therapist Erin Murphy by 

emptying the bins of scrap paper, newspapers, magazines and mail that have 

been collected in classrooms. The collected paper then goes in the school’s big, 

green Paper Retriever and is 

then picked up for recycling.  

“At Primary North, we value our 
environment and want to be 
leaders in saving the earth,” said 
music teacher Jennifer 
Wightman, who co-sponsors the 
recycling program with Murphy. 
“Our efforts in recycling reduce 
landfill use and save water and 
energy.” 

The Green Team is also 
responsible for recycling the 



school’s foil drink pouches. There’s a special bin in the cafeteria where students 
can drop the pouches they finish at lunch time or bring in used drink pouches 
from home. “Last year Primary North recycled enough pouches to earn over 
$200 for the school,” said Wightman. The drink pouch leaders of the Green Team 
are Sarah Bernardino and Joshua Joiner, who work with Wightman to keep the 
pouches organized and sent to the recycling center.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Green Team leaders at Winton Woods Primary North this 
quarter are (l-r) Isabella Williams, Courtney Bradley, Kaitlynn Woodhall and Colin 
Combs.  

 Musicians from the Kentucky Symphony Orchestra will join the Winton Woods 
High School Varsity Ensemble at the school’s fall choir concert, and the 
community is invited to this special performance. The concert will take place on 
Thursday, October 17, at 7:00 p.m. in the high 
school auditorium.  

 
“With this being my thirty-fifth year of teaching, 
and last year before retirement, I wanted 
something really special to set the tone for this 
last year,” said Choir Director Dave Bell, “hence 
the Kentucky Symphony players.” The orchestra 
will accompany the Varsity Ensemble in its 
performance of “Gloria” by John Rutter.  
 
The concert’s program includes Women’s 
Chorale singing “Ticket to the Kingdom” by 
Donald Moore; “For the Beauty of the Earth” by 
John Rutter; and “Fire” arranged by Mary 
Goetze. Men’s Chorus will perform “Children Go 
Where I Send Thee” arranged by Emily Crocker; 
and “I Want You Back/ABC” by the Jackson 5, 
arranged by Mark Brymer.  
  
Members of Concert Choir will sing “Seize the Day” from Newsies by Alan 
Menkin and arranged by Roger Emerson; “Imbakwa” by Jim Papoulis; and 
“Fever” by John Davenport and Eddie Cooley and arranged by Kirby Shaw. 
 
Varsity Ensemble will be joined by the brass and percussion of the Kentucky 
Symphony Orchestra on “Gloria” by John Rutter. VE will also perform “O Nata 
Lux” by Morten Lauridsen and “Adiemus” from Songs of Sanctuary by Karl 
Jenkins.  
 
“We are honored and excited that members of the Kentucky Symphony are 
playing with us that evening, and we look forward to it,” said Bell.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION:  Winton Woods High School Choir Director Dave Bell, who is 
retiring at the end of his thirty-fifth year of teaching.   

 The Winton Woods community is invited to show its caring spirit by supporting 
the "Warriors Care" t-shirt sale that benefits the Ann McGahan scholarship fund 
and Hospice of Cincinnati. "It has been a year since Ms. McGahan died," said 



Kim Sherman, who is part of the Winton Woods Athletic Boosters. "She touched 
so many lives at Winton Woods both athletically as a coach, but also as a 
teacher, friend, mentor and fan. She was an ultimate Warrior, and the 
scholarship fund honors both her memory and legacy here in the district." 

 

Sherman said the football team is sponsoring the t-
shirt sale but donating all the profits earned 
because "everyone has been affected by cancer in 
one way or another, and we wanted to show that 
Winton Woods cares. Warrior football is also 
participating in the Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk this Sunday at Yeatman’s Cove." 

T-shirts are $15 and can be purchased through 
any school office. “They have the order forms, and 
we deliver,” said Sherman. For more information, 
contact her at kimbers1@cinci.rr.com.  

Everyone who purchases a shirt is asked to wear it 
on Friday, October 18, at the Winton Woods 
football game against Elder. "We're having a pink 
out," said Sherman.  

PHOTO CAPTION: The pink “Warriors Care” t-shirt 
benefits the Ann McGahan scholarship fund and 
Hospice of Cincinnati.  

 Board of Education members for Winton Woods City Schools, Superintendent 
Anthony Smith and Treasurer Randy Seymour walked away from a recent two-
day board leadership team workshop with a renewed commitment to be 
accountable to stakeholders and to focus on the district’s goals in the areas of 
student achievement, community and resources. “These areas were identified as 
being important in our 2011-2014 strategic plan, and they continue to be 
important today,” said Board President Tim Cleary.   

At the end of the retreat, held at the board offices on September 10 and 11, the 
following goals were agreed to by board members Kim Burns, Tim Cleary, Cindy 
Emmert, John Pennycuff and Eric Thomas, as well as Superintendent Anthony 
Smith and Treasurer Randy Seymour:  

 At Winton Woods, we will ensure all students achieve at levels that 
meet or exceed state accountability indictors, so that each student 
reaches their highest potential. 

 At Winton Woods, resources will be aligned to district goals and 
objectives, and all financial decisions will be made in consideration of 
their impact on student achievement. 

 At Winton Woods, we will engage parent and community stakeholder 
groups in ways that encourage consistent, two-way communication in 
order to increase partnership and ownership in the district’s success. 

 At Winton Woods, we value strong educational leadership and are 
committed to maintaining an environment that fosters student 
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achievement, evidence-based problem solving, and shared decision-
making. 

 
In each of the focus areas—student achievement, community and resources—
those attending also came up with the top five objectives to be accomplished.  
 
 
Student achievement objectives are:  

 Use Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES) results to match professional 
development training to specific teacher/staff needs and implement post-
training assessments.  

 Use the college and career readiness program NAVIANCE to build career 
guidance, job sharing, tutorials, and capstone program offerings for students.   

 Increase district performance index to at least or greater than 90 on the Local 
Report Card (LRC). 

 Earn overall value added score of at least “C” on the LRC. 

 Meet at least 15/26 academic indicators on the LRC. 
 

Community objectives are:  

 Engage and encourage community members to participate in a student 
advisory/mentorship program and have enough mentors to achieve a 1:5 
match.   

 Hire a public relations professional.   

 Develop a district strategic plan to specifically increase parent and community 
engagement. 

 Develop and implement exit surveys. 

 Allocate a staff “owner” for community and district communications. 

Resources objectives are:  

 Assess current staff placement to determine role/skill match. 

 Realign staff as necessary. 

 Develop a model that matches resources directly to goals. 

 Match dollars to human capital with focus to ensure students have 
sustainable success. 

 Analyze impact our buildings are having in not adequately supporting student 
achievement. 
 

Cheryl Ryan, deputy director of board services at the Ohio School Boards 
Association, facilitated the two-day 
workshop. 

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Members of 
the Winton Woods Board of 
Education are (l-r) John 
Pennycuff, Kim Burns, Tim 
Cleary, Cindy Emmert, and Eric 
Thomas. 

 



 Felipe Morales-Torres, the new orchestra director for Winton Woods City 
Schools, is excited by the growing interest and participation in his program, 
especially from the district’s Hispanic population.  

 
“This is mainly thanks to the generosity of this district and our performing arts 
boosters organization, which is comprised of parent volunteers,” said Morales-
Torres. “With so much 
support, I have been able to 
purchase no less than 
seventeen new instruments 
for the department, most of 
these violins.”  
 
Morales-Torres said he 
made the decision to 
increase the district’s stock 
of instruments, and make the 
orchestra program more 
accessible, when he learned 
there were interested 
families who could not afford 
the investment of renting an 
instrument privately. “We now have a growing selection of instruments that are 
being rented to families in need for only $25 per school year,” he said.” For many 
of our students, this has made all the difference. Since the start of the school 
year, the beginning orchestra class has nearly doubled.”  
   
But there’s more to the increase in the number of orchestra students than just 
new instruments. Morales-Torres, who is a first generation American and a native 
Spanish speaker, has created a small buzz among the district’s Hispanic 
families. “We are seeing families come forward who were previously too shy to 
express interest in orchestra because of a language barrier between teacher and 
parent,” he said. “We now have one beginning orchestra class that is completely 
bilingual. While it’s a small class, I suspect we will see that grow exponentially 
next year.” 
 
“A big part of our identity as a district is our diversity, and Felipe is helping us to 
build that bridge to a very important part of our unique community,” said Dave 
Bell, fine arts facilitator for Winton Woods City Schools. “I agree that we’re going 
to see that part of the musical family grow over the coming years.” Morales-
Torres said he’s proud to offer his students instruction and to support their 
academic development in both English and Spanish. “I am prouder yet that these 
students are excelling in and committed to this program,” he added.  
 
Bell said, “Mr. Morales-Torres is an excellent musician and a really exciting 
teacher to watch. The kids love playing for him, and he is all about helping them 
grow as students and musicians. We feel like we hit a home run for our district 
when we hired him.”   

The orchestra director said he knows his position is unique, working with fifth 
through twelfth graders. “I have the privilege of watching students begin and end 
their school music careers, from fifth grade all the way to graduation,” he said. 



“For many, orchestra will become less of a class and more of a second home. 
And I want everyone to know our door is wide open.” 
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Felipe Morales-Torres, orchestra director for Winton Woods 
City Schools, is shown in his bilingual beginning orchestra class at Winton 
Woods Intermediate School.  Also pictured are (clockwise from top) Iris Arango-
Silva, Michelle Martinez, Orchestra Assistant Lois Bell, Ashley Torres Gonzalez, 
Emely Diaz, Brittany Sanchez-Lopez, and Karla Lopez.  
 

 McTeacher’s Night at the Winton Road McDonald’s in Springfield Township 
earned $500 for Winton Woods Primary South Principal Tonya Bray and her 
teachers to use for school supplies. “The teachers are coming up with a list of the 
things they and their students 
need,” said Bray.  

 
The restaurant was kept busy with 
families who stopped in for dinner, 
while the Primary South team 
worked behind the counter, at the 
drive-thru, and in the restaurant. 
Staff members greeted customers, 
wiped tables, and delivered meals.  
 
The check from the event was 
presented on Monday, October 7, 
at Winton Woods Primary South.  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Kindergartners 
Samantha Davis (left) and Aleena Seals from Winton Woods Primary South 
enjoyed meeting Ronald McDonald at their school’s McTeacher’s Night 
fundraiser. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  
 
 

 

 



 

 

October 16, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

The greatest pleasure in life is doing what people say you cannot do. 

Walter Bagehot 
 

 Reminder:  There is no school on Friday, October 18. There will be a one-hour 

early dismissal on Wednesday, October 23 and 30. 

 

 Congratulations to 
Homecoming King Jacob 
Rengers, Queen Allison 
Holtman, and Grand Marshal 
Laurie Bello, the high 
school's former School 
Resource Officer. 

 There will be a Gifted and 
Talented Open House on 
Wednesday, October 23, 
from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the 
Winton Woods Middle School 
media center. The open 
house will include an open 
forum parent meeting to discuss gifted education in the district.  

 

 This school year for the first time, teachers in the Winton Woods City School 
District will get overall ratings on their job performance under the new Ohio 
Teacher Evaluation System.  
 
The teacher evaluation process is based on the knowledge that the quality of the 
classroom teacher affects how well kids learn. The process also makes each 
teacher’s job performance clearer to parents. Your child’s teacher will be 
assessed in two ways: 

 

 



Classroom Performance 

Our school principals will watch each teacher in action for 30 minutes twice a 
year, and for shorter periods throughout the year. The principal will mark down 
how the teacher is doing compared to seven Standards for Ohio Educators. Two 
of these standards are how well the teacher relates to students and how well the 
teacher knows the subject matter.  

Student Growth 

“Student growth” is how much knowledge and skill a child has gained between 
two points in time. Usually, this is from the beginning to end of a school year or 
semester. The Ohio Teacher Evaluation System measures impact on student 
growth in several ways, depending on the grade and subject a teacher teaches.  

Teacher evaluation helps ensure that your child gets the best quality of teaching 
available. The process also helps teachers understand what they need to do to 
improve. If you have more questions about teacher ratings, contact Courtney 
Wilson, executive director of human resources and legal services, at 513 619-
2300. 

 Winton Woods Primary South held its 
annual Muffins with Mom breakfast 
on October 11. Students enjoyed the 
food and the company and had a 
great time introducing their moms to 
friends and teachers. 
 

 Project Success students will host 
guest speaker Tyrone Rose from Ivy 
Tech College in Indiana, who will be 
speaking about his life's journey and 
about getting into college. He will 
also be a student mentor. Additional 
Project Success mentors include: Sanford Kersey, a retired scientist from Proctor 
& Gamble, who will tutor students for the science OGT; Steven Richburg, former 
WWCS teacher who is currently employed at Cincinnati State, who is preparing 
students for the math OGT; and Herb Woeste, former athletic director, who is 
doing OGT social studies prep with students. The tutors come on Tuesdays and 
Fridays. On October 16, a $25.00 gift card donated from Target will be awarded 
to a student with perfect attendance.  
 

 The Winton Woods Early Childhood Center will be having a harvest party on 
October 31 for all Winton Woods preschoolers during regularly scheduled class 
sessions. Parents of the preschoolers have been invited to assist with donations 
for prizes and/or to volunteer to run one of the game booths, lead a craft or 
facilitate one of the activities. The preschoolers will not only have a fun time 
participating in all of the harvest party activities but will have an opportunity to 
build upon what they’ve been learning and put it to good use. The students will 
have to wait their turn and share materials. They will have to use their words to 
get their wants and needs met, as well as practice basic manners. They will have 
the opportunity to learn new vocabulary, as well as new directions to participate 
in a variety of educational fall activities. Familiar and unfamiliar directions will 



have to be followed. Because there will be a variety of activities, the children will 
need to transition from one activity to another as well as from one location to 
another with minimal difficulty. The children will have the opportunity to retell 
about their previous experiences which requires memory, sequencing skills, use 
of new vocabulary and production of sentences. 
 

 Principal Katie Klei can’t wait to 
start spending the $1076.00 gift 
card she’ll be receiving from 
Target to buy items that will 
help out at her school, Winton 
Woods Primary North in 
Greenhills. The school received 
the most votes in the Cincinnati 
area and the third most votes in 
Ohio in Target’s Facebook 
campaign called Give With 
Target.  
 

The money Klei’s school will 
receive was just a portion of the $5 million that Target donated to schools across 
the United States. “We will be buying socks, underwear, uniforms, food for needy 
families, batteries for the school, and any other necessities that classrooms 
need,” said Klei. “We’re grateful to our families for the 1076 votes we received 
online that led to a $1076 gift card.”  

Students in Mary Snellgrove’s second grade class were happy to welcome 
representatives Amy McCrossen and Ericka Wittes from the Springdale Target 
store. Shown in Snellgrove’s classroom are (front, l-r) Basanta Phuyal, Katie 
Martin, Dominic Cole, Lisette Lopez, Kamari Harris, Daniel Gavarrete; (middle, l-
r) Ousmane M'Baye, Olise Usuani, Christyn Jennings, Dyamond Pitts, Teannah 
Baez-Ferreiras, Stacey Sanchez, Alex Vasquez; (back, l-r) Martez Franklin, 
Carlysia Turner, Emmalee Bays, Michelle Fordjour, Michel Ortiz, Quincy Murray, 
Phillip Lampkin-Reese; (standing, l-r) Amy McCrossen, executive team leader, 
human resources for Springdale Target, Winton Woods Primary North Principal 
Katie Klei and teacher Mary Snellgrove, and Ericka Wittes, consumable team 
leader for Springdale Target. 
 
PHOTO CAPTION:  Students at Winton Woods Primary North are the recipients 
of a $1076 Target gift card through the store’s Give With Target Facebook 
campaign.  

 The Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School (AGS) will host 
an Open House on Tuesday, December 3, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Winton Woods 
High School. “The Open House is designed for prospective students and parents 
to meet the teachers and learn about the program,” said Winton Woods High 
School Principal Dr. Terri Holden. “We will highlight academics, technology, 
mentoring, service, travel, and tutoring. In addition, those attending will learn 
about New Tech and the International Studies Schools Network, our partners in 
this program.”  

 



AGS Coordinator Kevin Jones said he will give an overview of the three-year-old 
program and answer questions, while a student panel will give students’ 
perspectives. Students will also be on hand to show their work and explain some 
of the technology used in AGS.  

The Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High Schools opened in 
August 2011. In addition to completing four years of math, science, English and 
Social Studies, students in the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods 
High School: 

 complete four years of either Spanish or Mandarin Chinese 

 complete a yearly Global Seminar class  

 complete and present a capstone project during senior year 

 log community service hours  

 attend eight (8) bells a day instead of seven (7) 

 earn at least 26 credits, instead of 22. 
 
AGS students also meet twice a month with mentors from the business 
community. “The goal of the mentoring program is to have students connect with 
adults to learn about college and the business world,” said Holden.     
 
The Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School is located at 1231 
W. Kemper Road in Forest Park.  Winton Woods City Schools is an open 
enrollment district.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
October 23, 2013 
 
Quote of the week: 
 

 
 
 
 

 Reminder:  There will be a one-hour early release on the following upcoming days: 
October 23, October 30, November 13, and November 20. There is NO EARLY 
RELEASE on November 6. There is no school on November 8, 27, 28 and 29. 

 

 Knock on the door of the superintendent’s office during business hours at Winton Woods 
City Schools’ central office, and you’ll most likely find the room empty. That’s because 
the district’s new superintendent, Anthony Smith, 
has made it clear that “the office is for after hours. 
My real office is in our schools. I will be in our 
classrooms watching the work because that is 
where the business of education is.”  

It doesn’t take long to realize that Smith has a 
passion for seeing his students succeed. 
“Wherever you are academically, it’s our job to 
take you to your highest level,” he said. Whether 
it’s a student who’s struggling, a student who’s 
making it, or a student who’s a high achiever, 
Smith communicates a clear expectation—to his 
teachers and to the students themselves—that 
every student will grow academically.  
  
That expectation was made clear at a recent 
meeting Smith had with members of the high 
school’s football team. “Mr. Smith expressed how 
important it is for their academics to excel above 
and beyond the Division 1 caliber and skill level of 



athleticism that they display on the field,” said Eloise Richardson, athletic academic 
advisor and a long-time volunteer in the district, who heard Smith address the team. She 
said he told the players that their goal is to earn and to be ready for a four-year Division I 
scholarship, and that they’ll do that by taking care of business right here, right now at 
Winton Woods High School. 

  
On a recent visit to the Scarlet Oaks Career Development Campus to check in with 
Winton Woods students who attend there, Smith said he found that 95% of the students 
he spoke to consider their program at Scarlet Oaks to be a stepping stone. “Their goal is 
to go to college,” said Smith.  

From the start of accepting the job as superintendent, Smith acknowledged the 
challenges the district faces and set his priorities as student achievement, education 
reform, and closing the achievement gap. “I want all of our students to exceed the 
standards set by the State of Ohio,” said Smith. He added that the district has created its 
own Second Grade Guarantee to beat the timetable the state has set with its Third 
Grade Reading Guarantee, a program that gives students the support they need for 
reading success by the end of third grade.  

  
He said the district is also moving to make the ACT college entrance test a prerequisite 
for every student in the district. “We want to move in a way to measure our kids with a 
higher predictor than the Ohio Graduation Test,” he said. “At Winton Woods we’re about 
the business of educating kids. We’re going to compete, get it done, and we won’t have 
any excuses.”    
  
And while many see the high number of new teachers the district hired this year as 
another challenge for Smith, he turned it into a positive by supporting his staff with 
focused professional development and assistance within their school buildings. He’s told 
his teachers that he knows he has the right people in place and encourages them to 
hear the message their students are sending. “You don’t have to look like me to educate 
me,” Smith said. “You have to care about me to educate me.”  
  
After only one quarter in the district, it’s apparent that Anthony Smith cares.  
   

 Congratulations to Winton Woods alumnus Tynetta (Robinson) Crawford, whose book, 
Help Me Carry My Baggage, has been released by Tate Publishing. To learn more about 
the book, which is a child's take on adoption, go to: 
https://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/book.php?w=9781629028668. 
 

 The first annual Warrior 
Challenge 5K held at Winton 
Woods Park on Saturday, 
October 5, provided a healthy 
after-school activity for students, 
an enjoyable Saturday to run with 
their families and community 
members, and a great opportunity 
to showcase the hard work they’d 
done training for the event. Most 
of the students participating were 
part of Winton Woods City 
Schools’ Sprinters Clubs at the 
intermediate and elementary 
schools.  

Though the original intent of the race was to benefit educational programs for the two 
schools, “the funds raised, if any, were minimal,” said WWIS teacher Mark Hadaya. 

https://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/book.php?w=9781629028668


“We’re hoping as the event becomes a community tradition, it will begin to be a viable 
fundraising opportunity for the schools.” 

Sprinters Coach Janet Harden, a fifth grade science teacher at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School, was happy with the results of the first-time event. Even with the 
rainy weather that day, “the race went great,” said Harden. “We had a total of 101 
participants and gave out many awards to our students who ran the race.” 

Harden, and fellow Sprinters Coach Sheri Conrad from Winton Woods Elementary 
School, said they were joined by countless volunteers and are grateful for the help they 
received to put on the event.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Elementary School Sprinters Coach Sheri Conrad 
runs in the Warrior Challenge 5K with fourth graders Taylor White (center) and Coby 
Rader. 

 Since the beginning of the school 
year, fifth grade orchestra at Winton 
Woods Intermediate School has 
grown from 24 to 40 members, and 
on October 16 the students 
performed their first recital to a 
standing room only crowd of family, 
teachers and music lovers. 
 
Winton Woods City Schools 
Orchestra Director Felipe Morales-
Torres said his students have 
practiced an average of 340 minutes 
in class so far this year. “We work on 
fundamental skills like posture, 
literacy, and singing every single 
day,” said Morales-Torres. “We’ve learned more than twenty songs, not only by playing 
but through the use of singing, movement, reading, writing and technology. The students 
are growing in focus, understanding and resilience with every lesson.”   
 
Fifth grade orchestra this year includes violin players: Marquize Adams, Iris Arango-
Silva, Trinity Azure, Kaiya Batton, Nyla Canada, Drew Collins, Emely Diaz, Aihbrian Hall, 
Micaiah Hicks, Tyra Howard, Tia Jordan, Nira Jouett, Cynthia Kudatsi, Madison 
Kutchera, Crishay Miles, Anaiya Moore-Williams, Brittany Sanchez-Lopez, Shardell 
Scales, Makayla Schmidt, Autumn Shaw, Gabby Simpson, Emma Smith, Ashley Torres 
Gonzalez, Caleb Tubbs, Rayshawn Walker, and Kie Le’i Whitfield.  
 
Viola players are: Paige Adams, Jaida Lumpkin, Karla Lopez, Maalik Miller, Manny 
Pierre, Summar Shaw and Shawndale Thomas. Cello players are: Nathaniel Pitts, Devin 
Price, Nyjier Reid, Brielle Robinson, and Asia Taylor. Bass players are: Zaire Lee, Coby 
Rader and Destiny Shelton.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the premiere recital of the Winton Woods Intermediate 
School orchestra are (l-r) Madison Kutchera, Iris Arango-Silva, Emma Smith, Caleb 
Tubbs, and Paige Adams. 
 

 

 



 Winton Woods High School’s a 
cappella group, Evolution, has 
been accepted to a new a 
cappella showcase at Kettering 
Fairmont High School and will 
perform there on Friday, 
November 8. “Groups had to 
submit videos online, and only 
eight groups were chosen to 
perform at the showcase,” said 
Elizabeth Hannah, the high 
school’s associate choir director. 
“They will be judged by 
Pentatonix, the professional a 
cappella group and winner of the 
show, The Sing-Off, and will 
receive a rating much like the choirs do when they go to district and state contest.”  

 
Both Evolution and the high school’s second a cappella group, Encore, will attend and 
perform at the festival on Saturday, November 9. The a cappella showcase is Friday, 
November 8, at 7:30 p.m. at Kettering Fairmont High School. Tickets are $5. 
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Members of Winton Woods High School’s a cappella group, 
Evolution, are (l-r) Erik Hamilton, Jesse Rengers, Delaney Lindeman, Emily Mannira, 
TyJaye Capell, Kayla Fields, Nick Platt, Cierra Scott, Jennifer Joseph-Zamis, Anthony 
Thompson, Ayana Phelps, Jordan Irby, Rebecca Day, and AJ Brandy.   
 

 The humanities program at Winton Woods Middle School was honored on October 10 at 
the fall regional meeting of the Southwest Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA). 
Teachers Kathleen Barger and Dave Clark accepted the award on behalf of the 
humanities staff in front of a crowd of  over 200 school board members, superintendents 
and administrators.  

Deciding which college to attend or 
career to choose is easier for students 
at Winton Woods High School now that 
the Naviance college and career 
readiness computer program is in place. 
“For our seniors, this is a one-stop shop 
for all their college needs,” said Winton 
Woods High School Counselor Nikki 
Bunton. “For students in grades nine 
through eleven, there’s the opportunity 
to do career research and career 
personality inventories.”    

Bunton described Naviance, which is 
the counselors’ side of the program, and 
Family Connection, which is the 
students’ side, as “a communication tool between guidance counselors and students on 
their college plans.” She said the best thing about the new program is that is 
consolidates the college application process. “Not only does it link careers with colleges, 
but students can limit their college search by variables like cost or major.”  

Another feature of Naviance is that teachers can access the program to write college 
recommendations for seniors or make course recommendations for underclassmen. 



While parents are linked to their students and have their own access, they are only able 
to see the information that their student submits to colleges.   

Bunton said that by using Naviance, she and fellow counselors Byron Trapp and Evelyn 
Gibfried spend less time visiting classrooms and dealing with paperwork and more time 
with students. “We’re able to see students faster now,” she said, “and are currently 
meeting with seniors one-on-one.”   

Winton Woods High School Principal Dr. Terri Holden pushed hard to get the college 
and career program because she felt her students were at a disadvantage without it. 
“Naviance helps us work with students and parents as they navigate the pathway to 
college,” Holden said. “It illuminates college and career options for students based on 
their own unique academic profile and let’s them see how they compare to their peers 
who are also seeking entrance into certain colleges and universities.”  

Bunton said student reaction to the program has been all positive. “They like how 
streamlined it is,” she said. “One student who used it for the first time said, ‘This is 
heaven.’” 

Other programs that are part of the district’s program package are Prep Me, an online 
took to help students prepare for the ACT, Total Reader, which helps students improve 
their reading skills, and Road Trip Nation, an inventory of 3500 videos about different 
careers.   

“Naviance can open a world of possibilities for our students,” said Holden. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School Counselor Nikki Bunton uses the 
school’s Naviance college and career readiness program. Photo by Teresa Cleary.  

 

 



 

October 30, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work and learning 

from failure. 

Colin Powell 
 

 Reminder:  There will NOT be a one-hour early release on November 6. There is 
no school on Friday, November 8, for parent conferences. 

 Winton Woods High School's 
indoor marching band concert is 
this Saturday, November 2, at 
5:00 p.m. in the school 
auditorium. "We line the sides of 
the auditorium and play through 
all the songs of the season," said 
Band Director Dani Ashbrook. 
"For the person that likes 
marching band, this is for them!" 
The concert will last 30-45 
minutes.  
 

 

 Preparations continue for the 
arrival of 20 students from 
Shanghai, China, to the Academy 
of Global Studies @ Winton 
Woods High School in January 
2014. Edgar Qian, director of 
International Education USA, and 
his core team visited the high 
school in September “to make 
sure the curriculum and hosting 
arrangements are taken care of,” 
said Michelle Hu of Dehan 
Education Alliance. “In April 2013, 
Winton Woods High School 
Principal Dr. Terri Holden visited 



IEUSA to align the curriculum of the two schools and made sure the credits can 
be transferred.” 

While they are here for the semester, the Chinese students will attend classes, 
take the Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) and the SAT, complete all the 
requirements for graduation and will be issued diplomas at Winton Woods High 
School’s graduation ceremonies in May 2014. “Chinese families consider this an 
important experience for their students,” said Hu. “The students want to make 
American friends and to learn about American culture. Also their time at the high 
school will better prepare them for admission to quality universities in the United 
States.”  

International Education USA is committed to providing a platform for study and 
communication between students from the United States and China. To learn 
more, visit their English website at http://www.eiedu.org/en/page_181. 

PHOTO CAPTION: The core team from International Education USA visited 
Winton Woods High School recently. Shown are (l-r) Jojo Xu of IEUSA, Winton 
Woods High School Principal Dr. Terri Holden, Edgar Qian, director for IEUSA, 
Michelle Hu of Dehan Education Alliance, Winton Woods Board President Tim 
Cleary, Catherine Zhao of IEUSA, and Kevin Jones, coordinator for the Academy 
of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School. 

 Kristi Hutchinson of 5 Oaks Organics Certified Organic Fruits and Produce visited 
Winton Woods Middle School recently to talk about how she became an organic 
farmer. “Kristi brought organic lettuce, tomatoes, dressing and watermelon for 
teachers, students and our 
staff luncheon,” said Susie 
McGraw, media center 
assistant at the school.  

Social Studies teacher Bob 
Schuning showed a 
PowerPoint presentation on 
how far food travels to reach 
local grocery stores. “By 
purchasing fruits and 
vegetables locally from 
organic farmers, we can make 
our carbon footprint on the 
earth minimal,” said McGraw. 
Hutchinson also talked about 
the animals on her farm in Oxford, where she shears sheep for their wool and 
raises chickens for eggs.  

Winton Woods Middle School’s Garden and Recycle Club is planning a trip in the 
spring to 5 Oaks Organics Farm to learn more about planting vegetables. 5 Oaks 
Organics produce can be purchased every Tuesday, during growing season, at 
the Wyoming and Hyde Park outdoor food markets. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Kristi Hutchinson of 5 Oaks Organics Certified Organic Fruits 
and Produce talks to Winton Woods Middle School students (l-r) Ashley Brand, 
Traina Harris, Dayja Hunter, Isaiah Coleman, Malcolm King, and Demetrius 
Battle. 

http://www.eiedu.org/en/page_181


 Congratulations to the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High 
School, which is featured in the most recent edition of La Jornada Latina 
(October 25-November 7). The article can be seen at: 
http://lajornadalatina.com/wordpressjornada/cindatky/. 
 

 The Winton Woods High School Varsity Ensemble is performing with the 
Cincinnati Pops Orchestra in their Pops Holiday Concert on December 13, 14 
and 15. Our students will join voices with Broadway performer and composer 
Ann Hampton Callaway and the May Festival Youth Chorus, under the direction 
of John Morris Russell. You can find more information on the concert or order 
tickets by telephone at (513) 381-3300 or online at: 
http://www.cincinnatisymphony.org/Content.php?id=156. The Cincinnati 
Symphony has generously offered a discount code for family and friends of VE 
members who will be buying tickets for the holiday concert. The code can be 
used when ordering tickets online from their website or over the phone. The code 
is 2498. Tickets for children are only $10 for all concerts. "This is a great way to 
get into the holiday spirit and a fantastic opportunity to see our students at their 
finest," said Choir Director Dave Bell. "I hope you can join us!" 
 

 The Headcases, Winton Woods Middle School’s writing group, are hosting a 
night of “poetry, prose and goosepimply goodness,” said group sponsor Anthony 
Klancar. “Also, candy and chocolate.”  
 
The event, called “Something Wicked: An Evening of Terror and Wonder,” will 
take place on Wednesday, October 30, in the middle school’s media center. 
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m., and the show will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. 
Admission is free.  
 
Those attending are invited to wear costumes, but they aren’t required. “But 
people won’t think you are as cool if you choose not to,” said Klancar.  
 
For more information, contact Klancar at klancar.anthony@wintonwoods.org or 
619-2440.  
 

 Thanks to Cincinnati Bengal Vinnie Rey and Envision Learning, six Winton 
Woods Elementary School students were rewarded for their academic 
achievement with tickets to this past Sunday's game. Principal Kendell Dorsey 
said he chose the students who had the highest gains between their pre- and 
post-assessments during the school's reading intervention. Receiving two tickets 
each are: Ki'ara Cook, Roxana Molina, Theresa Awamankalie, Emma Darty, 
Jaden Hooten, and Jaylen Gooding.  

Congratulations!  

 "One of the most fundamental lessons of studying music is that our craft is 
universal: we can have a meaningful, musical experience at any time or place 
and with anyone, regardless of their background," said Winton Woods Orchestra 
Director Felipe Morales-Torres. "Teachers touch on this a lot, but it is not so often 
that we have the chance to prove it in any tangible way. Yesterday's String Fest, 
however, was living proof. 

 

http://lajornadalatina.com/wordpressjornada/cindatky/
http://www.cincinnatisymphony.org/Content.php?id=156
mailto:klancar.anthony@wintonwoods.org


"We began the day with a full group rehearsal. The atmosphere was no less than 
awkward as 132 high school students crowded around the stage trying to find 
their seats and get ready to play beside a stranger. They all feared that the 
person beside them would play better or, even worse, that they would also be 
younger. We encouraged them to exchange hellos and within seconds you could 
feel those reservations 
dissolve. 
 
"As the day went on, it was 
incredible to watch the 
students infect one another 
with effort and enthusiasm. 
Some of this happened 
intuitively, but there were 
many students who engaged 
in discussions about their 
playing technique or the music 
itself. They were making 
suggestions, asking 
questions, and coming to an 
agreement about how to 
create the best performance they could––together––as a team! 
 
"Collaboration is one of the tenets of Winton Woods High School's 21st century 
curriculum, which is why it came as no surprise that our students stood out as 
leaders at String Fest. More than half of our students were in some sort of 
leadership role. Some of these were very important positions: Matt Smith, a 
junior violinist, served as associate concertmaster, sitting second chair of the 
entire combined orchestra. Jayson Booker, a sophomore violinist, led the Violin II 
section consisting of 34 students. We were also very proud to have several 
students compete in the String Fest solo auditions for a chance to be featured 
during the performance. Two of our freshmen came out on top! Celeste 
Hackmann and Jaysean Johnson performed beautifully on the violin and viola, 
respectively. 
 
"We ended the day with a lively performance for an audience packed with family 
and friends. Goodbyes were made, friend requests were sent, and we drove 
back home abuzz with pride and satisfaction from everything we had 
accomplished in one, single day. As junior viola player Jordan Randolph put it, 'It 
was cool.'" 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

November 6, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

To have much learning, to be skillful in handicraft, well-trained in discipline, and to be of 

good speech -- this is the greatest blessing. 

Buddha 
 

 Congratulations to our two new Board of Education members, Dr. Viola Johnson  
and Mrs. Jessica Miranda , who will be sworn in  in January 2014. Mr. Tim 
Cleary, current board president, was re-elected to another term in office. We also 
extend our thanks to board member Cindy Emmert for more than 15 years of 
service to our students and communities.  
 

 Joseph Kuhl received honorable mention for his artwork at Winton Woods 
Primary South’s annual Superintendent’s Art Gallery on Thursday, October 17. 
He was honored at the October Board of Education meeting and is shown with 
Board President Tim Cleary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 Winton Woods Primary South 
held its annual 
Superintendent’s Art Gallery on 
Thursday, October 17, at the 
school. First grader Kyra 
Brockington had her painting 
chosen as the Superintendent’s 
Selection. She was honored at 
the October Board of Education 
meeting and is shown with 
Superintendent Anthony Smith 
(left) and Board President Tim 
Cleary.  
 

 Winton Woods Board of Education members will attend the 58th annual Ohio 
School Boards Association (OSBA) Capital Conference and Trade Show in 
Columbus from November 10-13 to participate in panel discussions and 
workshops, receive one-on-one assistance, and hear nationally renowned 
speakers addressing a variety of educational issues.  

“The OSBA convention is the opportunity for board members to learn the best 
practices of district’s throughout the state and network for new ideas,” said 
Winton Woods Board President Tim Cleary. “There are also special sessions for 
new board members to help them learn the duties of the job they’ve just been 
voted into.”   

Keynote presenters at this year’s conference include Ohio native Wil Haygood, a 
staff writer for the Washington Post whose article was the inspiration for the 
feature film The Butler; Dr. Yong Zhou, an internationally known scholar, author 
and speaker whose work focuses on the implications of globalization and 
technology on education; and John Ratzenberger, Emmy-nominated actor, 
entrepreneur and philanthropist best known for his work as Cliff Craven on the 
sitcom, Cheers.  

 A recent trip to Matthew 25: 
Ministries showed Guilli Dia, a 
freshman in the Academy of 
Global Studies @ Winton Woods 
High  School, that when you help 
others “you change two people’s 
lives, yours and the other 
person’s.” Dia visited the Blue 
Ash humanitarian aid and 
disaster relief organization along 
with 90 other students from 
AGS.  She said she came away 
from the three-hour experience 



with the desire to create her own non-profit organization “because it impacted me 
when I saw people who needed help.”  

While at Matthew 25, the students toured the facility’s Global Village, an 
interactive opportunity to see and understand the living conditions in needy areas 
in the U.S. and around the world. They also worked in the Fill Center, putting 
liquid soap into larger containers for places like Haiti, where they will be used 
until empty and then re-used as water containers.  

AGS Coordinator Kevin Jones said after the Global Village tour, he noticed “a 
keener sense of focus among the students. The speed of their work increased 
and their focus became sharper after they saw who they were going to help. 
What we were doing at the Fill Center to help others became real to them.” 

Samira Mouctar said that in many ways the Global Village tour reminded her of 
her country, Niger, located in northern Africa, where some homes have metal 
roofs and others are made of mud. Dia agreed, saying that in her country, 
Mauritania, located in northwestern Africa, many homes are made of sticks and 
people don’t have access to medicine. She thought it would be the perfect place 
to start her own humanitarian work.   

Jack Schramm said before the visit to Matthew 25, he hadn’t thought about the 
number of people who lived in the kinds of conditions they saw. “It makes you 
want to help even more so that people don’t have to live like that,” he said.  

“I want to help more people and go to different countries and help there,” added 
Mouctar.   

“At AGS, service is a big part of what we do,” said Jones. “We’ve started an Acts 
of Kindness Campaign and plan to do 2000 acts of kindness this year. We want 
to create a culture of empathy toward others, of putting others first.” 

Jones says a paper thermometer hangs in a school hallway as a reminder of the 
campaign, and it’s updated daily. “It’s a reminder that we’re going from a focus 
on self to a focus on others,” he said.   

PHOTO CAPTION: AGS students (l-r) Samira Mouctar, Sharon Flores and 
Yoselin Santos work in the Fill 
Center at Matthew 25: Ministries.  

 Students at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School were treated 
to a motivational speech by 
Cincinnati Bengal Michael 
Johnson, who urged the students 
to stay focused on their goals, 
have a positive attitude and work 
hard in the classroom. The event 
was sponsored by the Winton 



Woods Educational Foundation. 
 

 The high school is selling LaRosa's Buddy cards for $10. Please email Becky 
Cimini at cimini.rebecca@wintonwoods.org if you are interested in one. For every 
large pizza you purchase, you get one free cheese pizza. There are 14 coupons, 
and they are good for a year after you activate your card.  
 

 Winton Woods Intermediate School students are collecting canned goods for 
S.O.U.L. Ministries during their sixth annual Caring and Sharing Food Drive. 
Items are being collected until November 15 and will be donated on November 
21. Donations will be collected in students’ homerooms or may be dropped off at 
the school office.  
 

 Winton Woods High School will present this 
year’s fall play, Flowers for Algernon, on 
November 21-23, at 8:00 p.m. in the high 
school auditorium. The play is the story of 
Algernon, a mouse who has had experimental 
surgery to increase its intelligence, and 
Charlie, a mentally challenged man, who 
undergoes the same surgery and becomes a 
genius. As Charlie’s intelligence increases, 
Algernon shows signs of regression. Knowing 
that his doctors can’t help him, and that he is 
in a race against time, Charlie tries to keep his 
new intelligence long enough to save himself. 
This play has been described as “poignant, 

romantic, funny and tragic, 
but with hope of man's 
indomitable spirit.” 

PHOTO CAPTION:. Kayla 
Fields, who plays Alice 
Kinnian, and Anthony 
Thompson, who plays 
Charlie Gordon, are shown at 
a recent rehearsal of Winton 
Woods High School’s fall 
play, Flowers for Algernon.  
Artwork for the production 
was designed by Maria Holt.  

 Marcus Davis has been 
nominated for this week’s Ohio National Guard Cincinnati High School Player of 
the Week on Bengals.com. We encourage you to show your school spirit by 
clicking the link below and voting for Marcus.Every vote matters! If Marcus is 

mailto:cimini.rebecca@wintonwoods.org


selected as this week’s winner, he will be recognized at Paul Brown Stadium on 
December 29, when the Cincinnati Bengals take on the Baltimore Ravens. The 
Ohio National Guard will also visit Winton Woods to present Marcus with an 
award if he wins. Please show Marcus how proud you are of his on-field 
performance this week.  

Click here to VOTE: http://www.bengals.com/fanzone/ong-hs-
playerofweek.html.  Voting closes at 5:00 p.m. on Friday.  

 The Winton Woods vs. Kings Mills playoff game is on Friday, November 8, at 
7:30 p.m. at Winton Woods High School. Tickets are $7 in advance and can be 
purchased at the athletic office. Tickets at the gate are $9. A portion of the 
PRESALE tickets benefits Winton Woods City Schools. Children six and under 
are free. Parking is $2 per vehicle.  

Please Note:    

-No Senior Citizen Discount 
-No Season Passes Accepted for Entrance 
-No "MVP" cards Accepted for Entrance 
-No Staff ID's Accepted for Entrance 
-No General Passes Accepted at Entrance 

 The junior AGS class at Winton Woods High School is sponsoring a spaghetti 
dinner to raise money for organizations who fight child marriage. The dinner will 
be held on November 7, at 6:00 p.m. in the high school cafeteria. Tickets are $6 
per person, $3 for ages 7 and under. To RSVP, please contact Jasmine 
Campbell at 513.498.9228 or jasmine.campbell@ags.wintonwoods.org. 
 

 Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in Greenhills is having a Holiday Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 9, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. The St. Ann’s Society of Our 
Lady of the Rosary will have crafters and vendors selling a variety of unique 
items including homemade jams, jellies, breads, cookies, holiday decorations, 
crafts, jewelry, knits, quilts, potholders and more.   
 

https://mail.hccanet.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=ekoVP09eX0CxICif3hojcmNWj6LqrNAIXl-xZ3zgQK1OiuPvuR-Qb1MDPNLyROmAgfZuzr7zgTw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bengals.com%2ffanzone%2fong-hs-playerofweek.html
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Nov. 13, 2013 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
If you want to thank our military for serving, then be the kind of American worth fighting 
for.    
           ~ Unknown 

 

 Reminder:  There will be a one-hour early release on Wednesday, November 20.  
Schools will be closed on November 27, 28 and 29. 
 

 The Winton Woods Warriors and the Mt. Healthy Owls will play in the second 
round playoffs this Friday, November 15, at 7:30 p.m., at Lockland Stadium. Pre-
sale tickets will be sold in the high school athletic office on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for $7.00. The ticket price at the game will 
be $9.00. Winton Woods will receive a portion of any pre-sale tickets sold, so 
please buy your tickets in advance! 

 Winton Woods Elementary School will be hosting its second annual "Celebration 
of Nations" event on Tuesday, November 19, from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in the gym. 
This event showcases the many cultures and countries represented in the 
school's student body and gives the families an opportunity to share something 
from their home country. Last year more than 20 parents brought in dishes from 
Mexico, Guatemala, Ghana, India, El Salvador, Congo, Italy, China and more. 
There were also several performances, including dances from Italy, Ireland and 
India. The event was a huge success with more than 200 people in attendance. 
We hope you will join us again this year in celebrating the diversity of our 
students and their families. 
 
Children MUST be accompanied by an adult, so bring the whole family. For those 
with food allergies, be aware that the dishes may contain ingredients that could 
affect you. Speak with the "chefs" of each dish as needed. 
 

 Katie Powers, geometry teacher at Winton Woods High School, said she has 
never done her job with any thought of getting an award, so being chosen by the 
YWCA as a Rising Star of Cincinnati was “unexpected and exciting.” Powers was 
one of 55 women recognized at a ceremony that took place on Thursday, 
October 24.  



“It was an honor to be there and represent Winton Woods High School,” said 
Powers. “As the only teacher being inducted this year, I felt proud of the work 
that Winton Woods teachers do to support students to become the best they can 
be. I’m grateful to my colleagues for encouraging me to go above and beyond to 
meet the needs of our students.” 

Each Rising Star of Cincinnati 
was nominated by a YWCA 
Career Woman of 
Achievement. Powers was 
nominated by Kimya Moyo, 
retired teacher and 
administrator with Cincinnati 
Public Schools, whom she 
met through the Cincinnati 
Engineering Enhanced Math 
and Science (CEEMS) 
Program at the University of 
Cincinnati. “Ms. Moyo is my 
coach and has visited my 
classroom to see the CEEMS 
units I’ve developed at work,” 
said Powers.  

The Rising Star program recognizes and supports younger career women and 
gives them the opportunity to interact and network with career women of diverse 
backgrounds. For a list of this year’s inductees, go to 
http://www.ywca.org/site/pp.asp?c=agLGKXNOE&b=3633973.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School geometry teacher Katie Powers 
is one of this year’s YWCA Rising Stars of Cincinnati.  
 

 Jordan Leary said she’d been waiting to take high school chemistry since she 
was in the third grade. Now the senior’s passion for science, and her self-
discipline and work ethic, 
have earned her a spot as 
first in her class at Winton 
Woods High School. Her 
college plans are to study 
pharmacy.   

“Jordan is very dedicated 
to her education and it 
reflects in her academic 
record,” said her counselor 
Evelyn Gibfried. “I’ve met 
only a few students who 
are well-rounded and have 
maintained straight A’s 
during their four years of 
high school. Her work ethic 
has taught her to grasp 

http://www.ywca.org/site/pp.asp?c=agLGKXNOE&b=3633973


onto necessary skills to produce high quality work in each of her classes.”  

Gibfried said Leary is an excellent student but also has a compassionate heart 
and desire to serve others. Leary participated in the creation of a video for 
chemistry teacher Ann McGahan, who passed away last school year. “Jordan 
stepped up and organized teachers, students, and staff and interviewed them for 
the video for Ms. McGahan,” said Gibfried. “This video was her opportunity to 
express to Ms. McGahan how amazing she was and how important science is to 
her.” McGahan passed away before the video was completed, but Leary was 
able to share it with her family.        

Leary’s involvement in school has made her a well-rounded student who has 
been able to maintain balance in her life. She is a member of National Honor 
Society and has participated in AAA Honor Society, JETS Team, Academic Quiz 
Team, Pep Band, OMEA District 14 Solo and Ensemble, District 14 Honor Band, 
ONU Allstate Honor Band, Tristate Honors Wind Symposium at NKU, and Key 
Club. She has also worked at Kings Island during the summers.  

“Jordan is academically prepared, hardworking, responsible, has fine moral 
character and works well with others,” said Gibfried.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Jordan Leary was honored as the Kiwanis Gold Star Student 
of the Month at the Winton Woods Board of Education meeting. She is shown 
with Jim Lawler, a member of the Kiwanis Club of Greenhills-Forest Park. 

 There aren’t many astronomy clubs at schools throughout Ohio, but Winton 
Woods City Schools can boast of one that meets regularly and has quality high-
powered telescopes to view the night sky.  

“Students in grades seven through twelve, and their parents, can learn about the 
exciting science of astronomy through the lenses of seven powerful Meade 80 
mm+ telescopes capable of seeing Saturn’s rings, Jupiter’s stripes and moons, 
Mars’ polar ice caps, the Orion Nebula, and thousands of other breath-taking 
celestial objects,” said Astronomy Club sponsor Brad Lanier, a science teacher at 
the Academy of Global 
Studies @ Winton Woods 
High School.  

Astronomy Club meets at 
night, once or twice a 
month, through April and 
takes a camping trip to 
Hocking Hills State Park in 
early June. Most meetings 
are from 8:00 – 9:15 p.m. 
and meet behind the Winton 
Woods Middle School 
cafeteria on the patio. The 
club’s next regular meeting 
is Sunday, November 24.  

Lanier said those interested should sign-up before each meeting by texting their 
name and grade, along with whether or not a parent or parents will be attending, 



to 646-5475. He recommends that everyone bring a warm jacket, warm hat, 
small flashlight, lawn chair, and a ready-to-learn attitude to the meeting. 

PHOTO CAPTION: About a dozen students showed up for the first meeting of 
Winton Woods City Schools’ Astronomy Club.  

 Rachel enjoys going camping. Joy spends some Saturdays downtown serving 
homeless people. Cat likes to shop. Zack bought a keyboard and enjoys playing 
the piano. Shawn plays basketball. All five are Chinese students who are 
currently being hosted by families in the Winton Woods School District while they 
attend the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School.  

As January approaches, more 
host families are needed for 
the 20 students, all from 
Fudan International School in 
Shanghai, China, who will be 
arriving in the district as part of 
a sister school exchange. “The 
students are scheduled to 
arrive around January 2 and 
will stay with us until the end of 
the school year, June 1,” said 
Winton Woods High School 
Counselor Kevin Jones. 
“Families can choose to host a 
male or female student, and all 
of the students will be between 16-17 years old.” 

“We’re just looking for typical American families who are willing to open their 
homes to a new experience,” said Cindy Marcou, who is helping to arrange the 
housing. “All the students have studied English for several years and speak 
better than basic English.” Anyone interested should contact her at 
marcou.cindy@wintonwoods.org or 522-3264. 

To serve as a host family, students need their own bed but do not need to have 
their own room. Families also will be asked to transport the students to and from 
school, arriving at 7:00 a.m. and departing at 3:10 p.m. Students have their own 
medical insurance and spending money. Families will be reimbursed each month 
for taking care of the students.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Chinese students who are currently at Winton Woods High 
School are (l-r) Xinghan Ruan (Shawn), Ziyu Liu (Zack), Yuanhi Yu (Catherina), 
Yiyue Yang (Joy), and Jiashan You (Rachel). 
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 Cincinnati Bengal Michael Johnson not only talks about the importance of 
education, he lives it. The 6’7” star defense end recently shared with students at 
Winton Woods Intermediate School that he’s currently finishing his degree at 
Georgia Tech. “I have two classes left, one business and one elective,” said 
Johnson. “Then having graduated from college will be the biggest achievement of 
my life.”  

Johnson talked to the students about growing up in Selma, Alabama, and how he 
chose the attitude he took with him. “When you wake up in the morning, you 
choose either a good or a bad attitude,” he said. “It’s a conscious decision every 
day. Be positive and keep your mindset focused on what you want to be.”  

He encouraged the students to give their teachers their full effort and to ask 
questions in class. “There 
are no stupid questions,” 
Johnson said. “The only 
thing stupid is not asking the 
question. You’re here to 
learn and grow and get 
better. You don’t want to 
lose a day and not get 
better.” He also talked to the 
students about bullying. “I 
play by the rules on the 
field,” Johnson said. “You 
must follow the rules where 
you are or there will be 
consequences. If you’re 
going to do something that 
will make someone 
uncomfortable or sad, don’t do it.” 

Johnson’s time with the fifth and sixth graders was sponsored by the Winton 
Woods Education Foundation, whose members hoped the talk would be positive 
and motivational. “I’m hoping there is at least one student who heard, ‘Keep at it!’ 
and ‘You can do it!’ and does keep at it,” said WWEF member Jane Chezum, 
who attended the event. “I’m impressed that even though Michael Johnson has 
made millions, it’s still important for him to get his degree.” 

Johnson told the students that if he wasn’t playing football he would be a history 
teacher. But, he admitted, being a professional athlete is “a lot of fun” with perks 
like being on TV, traveling, having a platform to speak to others, and making a 
nice salary. Even so, he said that finishing his education is what’s really 
important to him. “I believe that anything you start, you need to finish. I started 
my education at Georgia Tech, and I don’t want to come away with nothing to 
show for it. I went with a plan to graduate with a degree, and I will finish it.” 

Johnson said he “can’t stress enough not to let your current situation deter you 
from your goals. Let your situation fuel you to be better. See yourself as 
successful. Believe in yourself, and you’ll be amazed when you look back at how 
far you’ve come.” 



PHOTO CAPTION: Cincinnati Bengal Michael Johnson talks to a full gymnasium 
of students at Winton Woods Intermediate about the importance of doing their 
best in school.  

 The morning and afternoon harvest parties at the Winton Woods Early Childhood 
Center were not only fun for the students but were an opportunity “to build upon 
what they’ve been learning 
and put it to good use,” 
said teacher Shawna 
Talley. “The students had 
to wait their turn, share 
materials and practice 
basic manners. They 
learned new vocabulary 
and new directions as 
they participated in a 
variety of educational fall 
activities.”  

Parents were invited to 
attend the party and 
helped with crafts and 
game booths. “Because 
there were a variety of 
activities, the children needed to transition from one activity and location to 
another with minimal difficulty and by following familiar and unfamiliar directions,” 
said Talley. 

And when the party is over, the children had the opportunity to talk about it and 
relive it once more. “Retelling about their previous experiences requires memory, 
sequencing skills, use of new vocabulary and production of sentences,” said 
Talley.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Ana Salcedo and her daughter Elisa work together at the 
Winton Woods Early Childhood Center harvest party.  

 Auna’y Miller, a junior in 
the Academy of Global 
Studies @ Winton Woods 
High School, has been 
chosen as the WCPO 
Student of the Week for 
the week of November 11. 
Her segment aired on 
Channel 9 around 6:20 
a.m. on Tuesday, 
November 12, and will air 
again around 5:20 p.m. 
today, Wednesday, 
November 13. The 
segment is also posted 
online at 



http://www.wcpo.com/news/education/student-of-the-week/student-of-the-week-
aunay-miller-of-winton-woods-high-school.  

Miller has a 3.77 GPA in an honor’s curriculum and is currently ranked 10th out of 
260 students in her class. She is captain of the junior varsity cheerleading squad, 
volunteers as a youth docent at the National Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center downtown and works part-time at the mall. “Auna’y wants to be stretched 
out of her comfort zone and knows the importance of looking for opportunities,” 
said AGS Coordinator Kevin Jones. “She is able to adapt, problem solve and 
communicates well with others. Her ability to be future minded and others 
focused will lead her to do great things in the future.”      
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods junior Auna’y Miller, this week’s Channel 9 
Student of the Week, is shown with AGS Coordinator Kevin Jones. 

 Dave Bell, fine arts facilitator for Winton Woods City Schools, was happy to 
recommend senior Kayla Fields for the Kiwanis Club Character is Key “Respect” 
Award that was presented at the October Board of Education meeting. “I would 
describe Kayla as hard working, warm, honest, gentle, and very determined,” 
said Bell, who has taught 
Fields for four years. “I have 
always known Kayla to be a 
mature, respectful and 
dedicated young lady. She 
comes from a very involved 
family that has been very 
supportive of her education 
and her involvement in a 
variety of school activities.” 

Fields is ranked number 13 in 
her class and has a GPA of 
3.6 while taking the most 
rigorous academic courses 
offered. “She has a work ethic 
without peer and strives to do 
her absolute best in every endeavor, be it academics, music or athletics,” 
said Bell.  

Fields is a member of the National Honor Society and serves as a Student 
Ambassador at the high school. She is the secretary of Student Council, 
president of Warriors for Christ, secretary of Gospel Keys, a student-led gospel 
choir, and a member of the high school’s a cappella group, Evolution. Last year 
she played a leading role in the spring musical, Seussical, and this year she has 
a leading part the fall play, Flowers for Algernon.    

PHOTO CAPTION: Kayla Fields is presented her Kiwanis Character is Key 
award by Jim Lawler, a member of the Kiwanis Club of Greenhills-Forest Park. 
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 Staff and students at Winton Woods High School 
are honoring the memory of chemistry teacher Ann 
McGahan by holding a walk to raise money for the 
scholarship fund that bears her name. The Ann 
McGahan Memorial Walk will take place on 
Saturday, November 16. Registration will begin at 
8:30 a.m. with the walk starting at 9:00 a.m. “We 
are asking for a $20 donation for the scholarship 
fund, but anything people are willing to give is 
wonderful,” said Nancy Galster, a science teacher 
at Winton Woods High School who is coordinating 
the event. “The walk will start on the Winton Woods 
High School track and will be two miles. We’re 
inviting everyone to join us for some fresh air and 
exercise while remembering a wonderful teacher 
and friend.”  

To register ahead of time, contact Galster at 
galster.nancy@wintonwoods.org or 619-2420.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Former Winton Woods High 
School chemistry teacher Ann McGahan.  
 

 Winton Woods High School 
celebrated Senior Night on 
Friday, November 1, to honor 
graduating band and drill 
team members, cheerleaders, 
and football players. Senior 
Devin Richard (center) is 
shown with (l-r) his sister 
Brianna, his mom Michele, his 
dad Raymond and his brother 
Raymond II. 
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November 19, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

Failure is success if we learn from it. 
Malcolm Forbes 

 

 Reminder:  School will be closed on November 27, 28 and 29. Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
 

 Winton Woods High School will present this year’s 
fall play, Flowers for Algernon, on November 21, 
22, and 23 at 8:00 p.m. in the high school 
auditorium. The play is the story of Algernon, a 
mouse who has had experimental surgery to 
increase its intelligence, and Charlie, a mentally 
challenged man, who undergoes the same surgery 
and becomes a genius. As Charlie’s intelligence 
increases, Algernon shows signs of regression. 
Knowing that his doctors can’t help him, and that 
he is in a race against time, Charlie tries to keep 
his new intelligence long enough to save himself. 
This play has been described as “poignant, 
romantic, funny and tragic, but with hope of man's 
indomitable spirit.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Anthony Thompson and Maria 
Holt designed the artwork for Flowers for 
Algernon.    
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 A hands-on education. Project-based learning. Increased use of technology. 
Planned community 
service. All of these are 
reasons that both 
parents and students 
throughout Winton 
Woods City Schools are 
excited about the 
Academy of Global 
Studies @ Winton 
Woods High School. 
“My daughter is a 
straight A student, and I 
thought AGS would 
challenge her more,” 
said Angela Frisby, 
whose daughter Hayley 
is an AGS freshman this 
year. “She used to be 
shy about talking in front of people, but now she isn’t. She knows how to use 
technology better and how to work in a group setting.” 

Zoe Keller, a first year AGS student, said her mom has always encouraged 
college and both of them knew the AGS program “was highly regarded and had a 
good reputation.” Add to that group projects at Winton Woods Middle School to 
solve the problem of world hunger, and volunteering at Kids Against Hunger, and 
Keller was even more convinced that AGS was for her. “Service has always been 
part of my life,” said Keller, “and I like project-based learning because I learn 
better with hands-on experiences.”  
 
Steve and Corina Denny are happy the district’s open enrollment policy allowed 
them to consider AGS for their son Jorden, who visited the campus during eighth 
grade and shadowed a couple of AGS students for a day. “Jorden was excited 
and inspired about the high academic focus and accountability, unique project-
based learning approach and the culturally rich environment,” said Corina Denny. 
“As parents, AGS was a simple choice for us because we want our children to 
achieve their full potential and to know they are ready for their college career. 
Our family is proud to be a part of the AGS community.”    
 
Parents and students who are interested in learning more about the Academy of 
Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School (AGS) are invited to attend the 
school’s annual Open House on Tuesday, December 3, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at 
Winton Woods High School. “The Open House is designed to meet the teachers 
and learn about the program,” said Winton Woods High School Principal Dr. Terri 
Holden. “We will highlight academics, technology, mentoring, service, travel, and 
tutoring. In addition, those attending will learn about New Tech and the 
International Studies Schools Network, our partners in this program.”  
 
AGS Coordinator Kevin Jones said he will give an overview of the three-year-old 
program and answer questions. A panel will be held to give students’ 
perspectives, and students will be on hand to show their work and explain some 
of the technology used in AGS.  



Frisby said that because of AGS she can tell her daughter “is definitely a stronger 
student now.” Denny agreed that she would say the same about her son. “The 
most significant change we have seen in Jorden is his increased communication 
skills,” Denny said. “The students develop these skills through project 
presentations, debates and working together with other students. All of this will 
help him to be successful in college, the workplace and in life.” 
 
The Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School is located at 1231 
W. Kemper Road in Forest Park. Winton Woods City Schools is an open 
enrollment district.  
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Asia Harding, a student from the Academy of Global Studies 
@ Winton Woods High School, is shown volunteering at Matthew 25: Ministries. 
This is the first of three service opportunities the AGS students will take part in at 
the Blue Ash facility.  

 Three Lady Warriors from 
Winton Woods High School 
signed letters of intent to play 
their sports at Ohio colleges. 
Imani Partlow will play 
basketball at Xavier University, 
Tyra James will play basketball 
at Kent State University, and 
Alyssa Johnson will play 
soccer at Cincinnati Christian 
University.  

A signing ceremony for the 
girls and their families was held 
on Wednesday, November 13, 
in the high school library.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School athletes who signed letters of 
intent on November 13 are (l-r) Imani Partlow, Tyra James and Alyssa Johnson.  

 Receiving a singing score of 
87.25 out of 100 points from 
the award-winning a cappella 
group, Pentatonix, was music 
to the ears of the members of 
Evolution, one of two a 
cappella groups from Winton 
Woods High School that 
performed at the 2013 
Kettering National High 
School A Cappella Festival on 
November 8 and 9. 
“Pentatonix raved about our 
soloists, choreography and 
how our energy on stage got 
the audience members 
involved and engaged,” said 



Elizabeth Hannah, assistant choral director and a cappella director at Winton 
Woods High School. 

Evolution performed two pieces arranged by Hannah for a packed auditorium on 
Friday: "Can't Hold Us" with soloists Jennifer Joseph-Zamis, Jordan Irby and 
Delaney Lindeman, and "Counting Stars" with soloists AJ Brandy and Kayla 
Fields. “The crowd absolutely loved their performance, and Pentatonix had many 
positive things to say as well,” said Hannah. Evolution’s overall score of 87.25 fell 
in the festival’s “Noteworthy" category.   
 

Encore, the high school’s other a cappella group, joined Evolution at the festival 
on Saturday. “Our day started with a master class by Pentatonix, where the 
students participated in a question and answer session,” said Hannah. “In the 
afternoon, both groups performed clinics with members of the professional a 
cappella group, Arora, and received a ton of positive feedback. 
 
“Evolution performed the same pieces from Friday, and the clinician who worked 
with them said the group was the best she’d heard all day, and that she really 
had nothing negative to say. Encore performed ‘Roar’ with soloists Kamiy Bomar 
and Aliyah Horton and ‘Little Talks’ with soloists Sarah Bosworth and De'Vaughn 
Williams.”      
 

The groups had floor seats for Saturday night’s Pentatonix concert and heard 
them perform their new original song, "Run to You," for the first time in front of a 
live audience. “Overall, it was just an awesome day full of great music and 
students supporting each other on stage,” said Hannah.  
 
“Saturday was the best thing I have ever been to in my entire life," said Encore 
singer Alex Simon.  
 

To see Evolution’s performance at the 2013 Kettering National High School A 
Cappella Festival, go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV4xa7PMWVE&sns=em. 

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Jordan Irby (center) and 
Evolution perform at the 2013 Kettering 
National High School A Cappella Festival. The 
group was also featured in the Dayton Daily 
News in a story about the festival that ran on 
the front page of the local section. 

 

 

 

 Students at Winton Woods City Schools' 
alternative school welcomed a new business 
education partner, U.S. Bank, to the school on 
Friday, November 15. The partnership will help 
enhance financial literacy for each student. “At 
the alternative school a large portion of our 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV4xa7PMWVE&sns=em


student body takes advantage of the employment educational option that is 
associated with the high school alternative programs, Project Success and the 
Warrior Success Academy. Financial literacy is an important skill needed for 
young adults who are handling their finances for the first time or who want to 
learn healthier financial skills,” said Brenda Hodges-Davis, program director. The 
alternative school students had the opportunity to take a course designed by U.S. 
Bank entitled “How to Manage Your Finances and Still Have Money Left Over for 
Pizza/Basic Banking 101." Students were given banking scenarios 
by  Waterstone Branch Manager Kenneth Bibb and Personal Banker Jonathan 
Williams and were actively engaged in walking through those scenarios. Each 
student participant now has the opportunity to open a savings account and will be 
given a $100 deposit to their account from the bank with parental consent.   

 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

December 4, 2013 

 

Quote of the week:  

To have much learning, to be skillful in handicraft, well-trained in discipline, and to be of 

good speech—this is the greatest blessing. 

Buddha 
 

 There will be one-hour early releases on Wednesday, December 4, 11, 18, 2013. 
Winter break begins on Monday, December 23, 2013. Classes resume for 
students on Monday, January 6, 2014. 

 In January, 18 students from International Education-Fudan, a Winton Woods 
High School partner school in Shanghai, China, will begin studies at the high 
school. This will be a wonderful experience to learn about different cultures for 
these students. They are excited to learn about our American way of life. 

  
We need host families for these students! If you would like more information or 
think this would be an exciting experience for 
your family, we need to know ASAP. Please 
let Cindy Marcou, Kevin Jones, or someone in 
the high school office know (x. 22420). We will 
then contact you. 
  
Please consider this wonderful opportunity to 
make new friends and open your mind to new 
possibilities! 
 

 Seven Winton Woods Middle School students 
are currently featured in a national ad for the 
Lead2Feed Student Leadership Program 
that’s running in USA Today and The 
Cincinnati Enquirer. The humanities 
students—Kenny Greer, Tatiana Quinto, 
Taryn Phillips-Smith, Anna Johnson, Rose 
Baez, Hunter Musgrave, and Key'aria 
Williams—are part of the campaign whose 
goal is to double the number of teachers 
participating in the Lead2Feed service 
learning program. Kathleen Barger, Winton 



Woods Middle School humanities teacher, currently serves on the Lead2Feed 
advisory board.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Middle School students (l-r) Tatiana Quinto, 
Taryn Phillips-Smith, Anna Johnson Rose Baez, Kenny Greer, Hunter Musgrave, 
and Key'aria Williams are shown in the Lead2Feed national advertisement.  

 

 Holiday Showcase this Sunday, December 8, at 7:00 p.m., at Winton Woods 
High School 

Admission is free on Sunday to the third annual Community Holiday Showcase 
sponsored by the Cincinnati Dance and Movement Center. Bring the entire family 
to this entertaining one-hour holiday show featuring local musical groups 
including Winton Woods bands and orchestras, Mt. Healthy choirs, and dancers 
and singers from the Cincinnati 
Dance and Movement Center.  

Winton Woods Schools will be 
represented by a Christmas 
ensemble of the high school’s 
Symphonic Band under the 
direction of Ms. Ashbrook, the 
high school’s Jazz Band under 
the direction of Mr. Schultz, and 
an ensemble of the middle 
school’s orchestra under the 
direction of Mr. Morales. 

Donations of winter clothing items 
(coats, hats, mittens, etc.) will be 
accepted at the door for Valley Interfaith Food and Clothing Center.  

Come get into the holiday spirit on December 8! This is a great way to show 
support for our talented local youth and our school music programs, while helping 
Valley Interfaith provide winter clothing to local families in need.  

Help us bring the community together through music and dance this holiday 
season!  

For more information on the Community Holiday Showcase, please visit 
www.CommunityShowcases.com. 

 Joshua Harrison, infielder for the Pittsburgh Pirates, Vincent Harrison, Jr., coach 
for the Arizona Diamondbacks, and rapper and producer Shaun Harrison will be 
coming to the alternative school on Tuesday, December 17, at 9:00 a.m. to meet 
with the students to discuss the importance of an education and share their 
success stories. All three young men are the sons of Winton Woods City Schools 
employee Bonita Harrison and her husband, Vincent Harrison, Sr. 
 

 Tis the season for holiday concerts throughout the district!  

 Thursday, December 5: 6th Grade and WWHS Winter Band Concert, 
7:00 p.m. at WWHS 

http://www.communityshowcases.com/


 Monday, December 9: WWHS Choir & Orchestra Holiday Concert, 7:00 
p.m. at WWHS. 

 Tuesday, December 10: WWIS Orchestra Winter Concert, 7:00 p.m. at 
WWIS 

 Wednesday, December 11 and Thursday, December12: WWMS 
Massability production of A Christmas Carol at WWMS.  

 Tuesday, December 17: 5th Grade Band Recital, 7:00 p.m. at WWIS  
 

 There will be a College Financial Aid meeting on Thursday, December 12, at 
7:00 p.m. in the high school library.  
 

 CBS sports writer Gregg Doyel visited the Academy of Global Studies on 
Tuesday, December 3, to talk to juniors about being an effective communicator.   

 

 



 

December 19, 2013 

Quote of the week: 

Happiness comes when your work and words are of benefit to yourself and others. 

Jack Kornfield 
 

 Winton Woods High School inducted 21 new members into National Honor 
Society (NHS), the nation's premier organization recognizing outstanding high 
school students who demonstrate excellence in the areas of scholarship, 
leadership, service, and character. The induction ceremony took place on 
Tuesday, November 26.  
 
This year’s inductees are seniors 
Oliver Contreras, Brittney 
Crumpton, Rebecca Day, 
Deshonna Douglas, Miguel Garcia 
Espinoza, Sanjay Nelson, Kirby 
Simpson, and Phillip Wolke and 
juniors Jared Beiersdorfer, Sarai 
Dean, Jazmine Edwards, Nadia 
Goforth, Kendra Jackson, Joshua 
Kerobo, Alexander Kuhn, Auna’y 
Miller, Irene Onianwa, Hayley 
Perkins, Jordan Randolph, 
Matthew Smith and Chantelle 
Thompson.       

Winton Wood High School Library/Media Services Supervisor Michelle 
Sisk is the school’s NHS chapter adviser. “For its first service project of 
the year, NHS has adopted two local families for Christmas,” said Sisk. 
“Each member will purchase a gift from the wish list submitted by each 
family. There will be a gift wrapping party on December 18 for all the 
purchased presents.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Some of the newest National Honor Society members at 
Winton Woods High School are (standing, l-r) Matthew Smith, Deshonna 
Douglass, Rebecca Day, Kendra Jackson, Sarai Dean, Phillip Wolke, Nadia 
Goforth, Sanjay Nelson, Jared Beiersdorfer, Auna'y Miller, Jordan Randolph, 
Alex Kuhn, Joshua Kerobo,  Thompson and Jazmine Edwards; Irene Onianwa, 
Brittney Crumpton and Kirby Simpson. Photo provided.   
 



 Cindy Emmert, a member of the Winton Woods Board of Education for the last 
15 years, was honored at her final board meeting on Monday, December 16. She 
was presented with the district’s Community Spirit award and was honored with 
resolutions and proclamations from the City of Forest Park, the Village of 
Greenhills and Springfield Township. She also received an gavel from the Ohio 
School Boards Association (OSBA).  

“True recognition comes from the hearts of friends and fellow workers,” said 
Board President Tim Cleary. “It’s important to note that this is not a retirement. 
We are not saluting the end of valued service to our community, but rather the 
contributions to this date of 
someone who is still 
contributing, competing, and 
doing. While it’s is fine to have 
applause at the end of a 
performance, when all the 
person being applauded can do 
is bow and thank you, how much 
better is it to have that gratifying 
reaction of approval while the 
performance is still going on. 
And the performance of Cindy 
Emmert is most assuredly still 
going on.” 

“Very few volunteer jobs are as 
important as serving on the school board,” said Forest Park Mayor Chuck 
Johnson, who declared Monday, December 16, as “Cindy Emmert Day” in Forest 
Park. “You’re there for our kids. You’re there for our future.”  

Greenhills Mayor Fred Murrell praised Emmert’s service and declared Tuesday, 
December 17, as “Cindy Emmert Day” in Greenhills. Springfield Township 
Trustee Joe Honerlaw told Emmert, “You’ve made this a better board of 
education, school district and community.”  

Dr. Robin White, president and CEO of Great Oaks Career Campuses, where 
Emmert serves on the Board of Directors, called Emmert “my mentor, my 
inspiration and my friend” and thanked her for helping students be prepared for 
careers and college.  

Former Winton Woods board member Jack Lee spoke in Emmert’s honor, as did 
her friend Susan Doan, who joined Emmert over the years as a parent volunteer 
at many events throughout the district. Emmert’s parents, husband, daughter and 
sister were also in attendance for the recognition ceremony, as were a number of 
friends.         

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Winton Woods Board of Education meeting to 
honor Cindy Emmert for her years of board service are (l-r) Winton Woods Board 
of Education President Tim Cleary, Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith, Winton Woods Board Vice-President Kim Burns, Springfield Township 
Trustee Joe Honerlaw, Great Oaks President Dr. Robin White, Cindy Emmert, 
Forest Park Mayor Chuck Johnson, Greenhills Mayor Fred Murrell, Winton 



Woods board member John Pennycuff, Emmert’s friend Susan Doan and former 
Winton Woods board member Jack Lee.  

 Winton Woods board member Eric Thomas was 
honored at the board’s December 16 meeting with 
the district’s Community Spirit award for his service 
on the Board of Education. The award is presented 
to individuals and organizations to recognize their 
significant contributions to the district over a period 
of years.  

Thomas was chosen in August 2012 to serve out 
the board term of Dr. Brandon Wiers. “We 
appreciate Eric’s hard work and dedication to the 
students of Winton Woods City Schools,” said 
Board President Tim Cleary.     

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Board of 
Education member Eric Thomas.  

 

 Cindy Emmert was honored for 
her years of service on the 
Winton Woods Board of 
Education, and her support of 
the arts throughout the district, 
at the Winton Woods High 
School holiday choral concert 
on December 9. Winton Woods 
Fine Arts Facilitator Dave Bell 
honored Emmert with the 
“Friend of the Arts” award. 
Emmert served on the board 
from 1998-2013 and served as 

board president from 2003-2006. 
 

 When the last word was spelled in the 29th round, 
Winton Woods Intermediate School ended up with 
two winners at this year’s spelling bee. Fifth grader 
Nicolantonio Prentosito won first place for correctly 
spelling the final word, but sixth grader Nathan 
Washam, who has severe autism and a motor tic 
disorder, came out a winner too with his second 
place finish.  
  

“Nathan began school at Winton Woods in the 
developmental preschool program when he was 
three years old,” said his mom, Lisa Washam. “At 
that time, he did not know how to communicate 
with us, and he rarely made eye contact with 
anyone.” This past week Nathan qualified for and 



competed in WWIS’s spelling bee after learning all 450 words on the National 
Spelling Bee list.  

This was Nathan’s third year to qualify for the spelling bee. “Nathan was happy 
with second place because he knew that he had done his best,” said his mom. 
“Through Nathan’s determination, the school’s teams and private therapists that 
have diligently worked with  him over the years, he is overcoming some of the 
obstacles that he faces by having autism and a motor tic disorder.” 

She added that “school districts are not always recognized for the support and 
hard work that they provide to our special needs children. We are so thankful that 
our school district works hard to help Nathan reach his full potential. Nathan’s 
determination and hard work is an example to all of us that we can achieve even 
when we are faced with obstacles that seem very difficult to overcome.”  

And what about next year’s spelling bee? Nathan “is already looking forward to 
competing again next year,” said Lisa Washam.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Nathan Washam (left) placed second in Winton Woods 
Intermediate School’s spelling bee this year. He is shown with the bee winner 
Nicolantonio Prentosito.   

 The book, The Leader in Me, by Steven Covey is serving as the framework for a 
new program in place at Winton Woods Primary North that’s teaching the seven 
habits of highly effective people to the school’s young students. “This year the 
students are learning the language of the book and understanding what each 
habit means,” said Katie Klei, who’s now in her fourth year as principal at the 
school. “We’re using our morning announcements to go week-by-week and teach 
students about the habits.”  

Klei attended a conference to learn more about the Leader in Me program and 
bought copies of the book for all her staff. Two teachers, Teresa Stone and Trina 
Baker, visited a Leader in Me school in Lexington to observe. Then last summer 
all the teachers did a voluntary, unpaid three-day training led by Winton Woods 
Middle School language arts teacher Matt Alander, who is a certified trainer for 
the program. “Mr. Alander taught the teachers how to live by the seven habits, so 
in turn we could teach the students how to live by the seven habits,” said Klei. 
“This is expensive training that he did for free so we could get this going in our 
schools.” 

Also last summer Klei gave students the opportunity to come in and pick up an 
application for jobs around the school, just as they would do when they begin 
looking for work as teens. “We have recycling, hall, and lunch room monitors, 
and students who do the announcements with me,” said Klei.               

All the school’s staff agree that it’s important to start early with the seven habits, 
which include: be proactive, begin with the end in mind, put first things first, think 
win-win, seek first to understand then be understood, synergize and sharpen the 
saw. First grade teacher Teresa Stone said she and her students use the seven 
habits in the classroom “to monitor our day, our behavior and working together. 
Students are learning that ‘do first thing first’ means they need to get their work 
done before they can go to free choice time.”  



Klei said another part of the program is having students feel accountable for their 
growth and academics. “Teachers have started data notebooks where students 
chart and monitor their own progress in reading, math, and daily attendance,” 
said Klei. “We talk with them about where they want to be, establish goals with 
them, and monitor those goals through the data notebooks. They can see their 
progress on graphs and charts. 

“This is really empowering for the students because instead of telling them where 
they need to be, it’s showing them where they need to be. Being a visual for 
them is really important and has produced some great results.” 

Stone said that like anything else, some of the lessons are taking longer to learn 
than others. “Synergizing, meaning working together well, is one thing we’re still 
working on,” she said. “But we’re using the seven habits to be better at 
everything we do.” 

“We’re hoping that throughout the years this program sticks with the students 
because it will help them become career and college ready,” said Klei. “When it 
comes to building leaders, the earlier we start the better.” 

 The 9th annual Warrior Madness, the basketball season kickoff event for Winton 
Woods High School, not only showcased the roster of the girls' and boys' 
basketball teams, but raised money for a good cause. "Winton Woods uses this 
as a time to give back to the community," said Athletic Director Dwight Campbell. 
"Over 200 canned goods were collected and a monetary donation of 
$440 was given to S.O.U.L. Ministries food pantry."  
 
Mary Jo Doebling, treasurer for Tri-County S.O.U.L Ministries, said clients from 
Forest Park, Greenhills, and Springdale will all benefit from the district's 
generosity. Last month Tri-County S.O.U.L. Ministries helped over 
1100 people.  
 

 Winton Woods Primary North 
students Audrey Mills and Trent 
Leach recently attended music 
programs in the district, returned 
with a program from the show, 
and were inducted in the Winton 
Woods Primary North Wee 
Warrior Music Club. Both first 
graders are shown wearing the t-
shirts they received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 For the second year in a row the humanities class at Winton Woods Middle 
School was one of innovative programs showcased at the 15th annual Student 
Achievement Fair at the 2013 Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) Capital 
Conference and Trade Show. 
Winton Woods Middle School was 
selected to participate based upon 
the humanities program’s 
creativity and positive impact on 
student achievement.  

 
Jack Schramm, Andie Lariccia, 
and Karen Sanchez, all currently 
freshmen in the Academy of 
Global Studies @ Winton Woods 
High School, spoke to convention 
participants about the project-
based, multi-disciplinary 
humanities class they took as 
eighth graders at Winton Woods 
Middle School. They said the class taught them improved communication, 
cooperation, and collaborative skills and described some of the projects they 
participated in. 
 
The OSBA event offered an opportunity to observe and learn what public school 
districts in Ohio are doing to enhance learning and achievement in their schools. 
The Student Achievement Fair is sponsored by the OSBA Student Leadership 
Team, which is an integral part of OSBA’s focus on improving public education. 
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods students (l-r) Jack Schramm, Andie Lariccia, 
and Karen Sanchez participated in the Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) 
Student Achievement Fair at the group’s annual conference. They were 
accompanied by Winton Woods 
Middle School humanities 
teacher Dave Clark.  

 Congratulations to the newest 
members of the Wee Warrior 
Music Club-- Elijah Yelling, Lilly 
Ruthen, and Jayln Gaston. The 
three students recently attended 
music programs in the district 
and returned to school with a 
program from the show.  
 

 

 

 

 



 Over 9000 people were treated 
to the holiday performances of 
the Cincinnati Pops and the 
Winton Woods High School 
Varsity Ensemble on December 
13-15. But perhaps the biggest 
treat of all came for Dave Bell, 
Winton Woods High School’s 
retiring choir director. At the 
conclusion of Sunday’s matinee 
performance, Pops Conductor 
John Morris Russell invited Bell 
center stage to tell the sold-out 
audience about Bell’s 
distinguished career and long-
standing relationship with the 
Pops and Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra.  

 
Morris thought back 15 years to recall his first performance with Bell and the 
Winton Woods High School Varsity Ensemble at "Home for the Holidays" in the 
Taft Theater. He also detailed the 41 performances and three CDs that Winton 
Woods has done with the Pops over the years since then. Bell said, “He then 
asked me to take a solo bow before the crowd and orchestra. I am still pinching 
myself to see if I was dreaming or it really happened.  
 
“One doesn't even dare to dream that something like that will ever happen, and 
then it does. The emotion of the moment was so genuine and speaks so highly of 
John Morris Russell as an extraordinary human being, as well as a musician of 
the highest order. Needless to say, I was humbled, grateful and speechless.” 
 
Bell is retiring after 35 years of teaching, 32 of those with Winton Woods City 
Schools.  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Dave Bell, retiring Winton Woods High School choir director, 
is shown center stage at the Cincinnati Pops holiday concert. Photo by Jalen 
Walker.  
 

 



 
 
 
January 15, 2014 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
The person born with a talent they are meant to use will find their greatest happiness in 
using it.   

 

-Johann von Goethe 
 

 The Winton Woods Board of Education set the dates for its 2014 regular 
meetings and work sessions at the January 7 organizational meeting. All 
meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will take place at the board offices, located 
at 1215 W. Kemper Road in Forest Park.  

 
Regular meetings are:  

 January 27 

 February 24 

 March 24 

 April 28 

 May 19 

 June 23 

 July 28 

 August 25 

 September 22 

 October 27 

 November 24 

 December 15  
 

Work sessions are:  

 January 13 

 February 10 

 March 10 

 April 14 

 May 12 



 June 9 

 July 14 

 August 11 

 September 8 

 October 13 

 November 10 
 December 1 

 

 Kim Burns, a member of the Winton Woods Board of Education since 2011, was 
elected board president at the January 7 organizational meeting. Board member 
Tim Cleary was elected vice-president.  

Burns has been employed by Procter & Gamble for more than 20 years. Her 
current role is as an accounts receivable business process expert. She received 
her B.A. from Xavier University and is married to Wynndel Burns, first vice-mayor 
of Forest Park. She is the mother of two children. Burns lives by the motto: "Seek 
first to understand before being understood." She said her propensity to delve to 
the heart of a matter before offering an opinion or solution has served her well, 
both personally and professionally.  

Cleary, the parent of three Winton Woods graduates, has been a board member 
since 2004 and has served two terms as board president and vice-president. He 
is the chief executive officer of TMI Electrical Contractors. Cleary said: “As a 
school board member, I believe it is important for me to work closely with 
educators, parents, students, community members, the business community, and 
government officials to improve our schools. Education is the vehicle that helps 
our children to succeed. As public servants, it’s our job to steer that vehicle to the 
best of our ability.”  
 
Burns and Cleary are joined on the 2014 Board of Education by long-time 
member John Pennycuff and new members Dr. Viola Johnson and Jessica 
Miranda.  
 
School board members are elected at large for four-year terms. A member may 
serve unlimited consecutive terms. Board members are elected according to a 
schedule that staggers their term expiration dates. Officers serve a term of one 
year and may be re-elected. 

 Jeremy Day has been named the new interim principal of Winton Woods 
Intermediate School effective December 20, 2013. Current WWIS Principal 
Rachael Phillips has resigned for personal reasons, effective Friday, December 
20. Day currently splits his time as assistant principal at Winton Woods 
Intermediate and Elementary Schools. Day’s position as assistant principal has 
been filled by Linda Carroll Pavlinac, who is currently a first grade teacher at 



Winton Woods Primary South. Tamika White, long-term substitute teacher at 
Winton Woods Primary South, has been hired as the new first grade teacher.  

“As we filled these vacancies, our first thought was always to look out for our 
students and what is best for them,” said Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony 
G. Smith. “All of our decisions have been deliberate, as is our process of growing 
people professionally in our school system.” 

Day began his teaching career in the district at Lakeside Elementary School (now 
Winton Woods Primary South), where he taught sixth grade for two years. He 
has taught seventh grade mathematics at Winton Woods Middle School and 
fourth grade at Winton Woods Elementary. He then served as assistant principal 
at WWIS, was reduced in force in 2011 and recalled in 2013 to his current 
position.  
 
Day received a Bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Cincinnati in Middle 
Childhood Mathematics and 
Language Arts in 2004. He 
also holds a Master’s degree 
in Sports Administration from 
Xavier University and 
obtained his School 
Administration License from 
Xavier as well.   
 
Linda Carroll Pavlinac has 
been at Winton Woods Primary South since 1999. During that time she taught 
both first grade and second grades. In 2008 she piloted the building’s English 
Language Learners Instructional Observation Protocol Model and helped 
facilitate training and support of the program.  
 
Carroll Pavlinac earned her Bachelor’s degree in elementary education 1-8 from 
Miami University in 1999. She holds a Master’s degree in Educational 
Leadership, also from Miami University, and her elementary principal’s licensure 
PreK-6.  
 
Tamika White will be taking over Carroll Pavlinac’s classroom and has worked as 
a  substitute at Winton Woods Primary South since November 2010. This year 
she has served as a long term sub in a first grade classroom at the school. 
Carroll Pavlinac said she and White have worked on the same intervention team 
and have planned together all year. “She is familiar with my students, and my 
students all know and like her,” said Carroll Pavlinac in a letter to parents. “She 
will continue to follow the plan in place that we have established.  Ms. White and 
I will work together to make the transition an easy one for the students.”     



 
White holds a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from Northern Kentucky 
University. She has worked in the Cleveland Metropolitan School District, the 
Euclid City School District and Mt. Healthy City Schools. Both she and Carroll 
Pavlinac begin their new jobs on January 3, 2014.  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Primary South first grade teacher Tamika 
White, Assistant Principal for Winton Woods Intermediate and Elementary 
Schools Linda Carroll Pavlinac and Winton Woods Intermediate School Interim 
Principal Jeremy Day.  

 

 The fifth annual Community Talent Showcase presented by the Winton Woods 
Performing Arts Boosters is this Sunday, January 19, at 5:00 p.m. in the Winton 
Woods High School auditorium. There will be 23 acts featured; 35 auditioned for 
the show.  

 
“I am continually surprised and impressed by the creative spirit of our students,” 
said Felipe Morales-Torres, Winton Woods’ orchestra director who is 
coordinating the showcase for the first time. “Who knew that so many were 
skilled at singing, dancing, and martial arts? That they could write a hilarious 
musical skit and compose music, design choreography, and perform magic.  
 
“The quality and variety of talents these students will present on Sunday is 
astounding. But what is even more remarkable than the voices, the moves and 
the tricks we will see is the drive that pushed these students to accomplish so 
much on their own. Many students will demonstrate skills that they have learned 
outside of school.” 
 
Many Winton Woods students will be performing with friends from neighboring 
communities, and some students from other districts are also performing in the 
showcase as well.   
 
“For many of these students, the Community Talent Showcase is about more 
than just talent,” said Morales-Torres. “It's a chance for them to tell you their 
stories: who they are, what they do, why they do it. And if a picture says a 
thousand words, this performance will surely speak volumes.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This year’s spelling bee at Winton 
Woods Middle School went 39 
rounds with 35 of those turning into a 



head-to-head competition between two students who have traded first place in 
the annual bee for several years now. Cari Sullivan came in first place this year, 
with Aversa Prentosito placing second. “This was a very fierce competition since 
both Cari and Aversa knew the correct spelling to every word on the Scripps 
Spelling Bee list,” said Stephanie Romer, spelling bee coordinator at the middle 
school this year. “We even had to go into an ‘extra words’ round since we made it 
through the entire list.” 

 
Spelling bee contestants at Winton Woods Middle School this year were Darion 
Hassertt, Aversa Prentosito, April Reynolds, Cari Sullivan, Ngozi Usuani, and 
Eliana Washam. Judges were teachers Stephanie Romer, Matt Alander, and 
Lauren Kempton. Tony Klancar, building substitute, served as pronouncer.  
 
If Sullivan passes the online test, she will again have the opportunity to represent 
Winton Woods in the Scripps Regional Bee. She last competed there two years 
ago and made it to the tenth round.      
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Aversa Prentosito (left) and Cari Sullivan are shown with 
Stephanie Romer, science teacher and spelling bee coordinator.    

 

 Two Winton Woods Middle School band 
students auditioned and were selected for 
OMEA District 14 Junior High Honor 
Band. Aversa Prentosito (left), second chair 
oboe, and Cari Sullivan, eleventh chair clarinet, 
are shown with Winton Woods Middle School 
Band Director Matt Buhl. The OMEA Honor 
Band concert was Sunday, January 12, at 
Anderson High School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Winton Woods High School graduate 
and University of Cincinnati basketball 
player Dayeesha Hollins was honored 
with the game ball after scoring 1000 

points in her three years at UC. The 
milestone occurred for the senior guard 
on December 17, 2013, in the Bearcats  
game against Akron, won by a score of 
UC 86 – Akron 70.  



 

 

 Four Winton Woods High School basketball players have been nominated to play 
in McDonald’s All American Games in April. The players—(clockwise from top) 
Ronnie Rousseau, Latrell Tidwell, Imani 
Partlow and Martin Jones—where 
selected by high school coaches, athletic 
directors, principals and members of the 
McDonald’s All American Games 
selection committee.  

 
Of the 984 basketball players selected, 26 
were from the Greater Cincinnati area. 
This included 22 male and four female 
players. The final roster of 24 boys and 24 
girls will be announced on January 29 at 
6:00 p.m. during the McDonald’s All 
American Games Selection Show on 
ESPNU.  
 
The girls’ All American game is at 7:00 
p.m. on April 2 and will be televised live on ESPNU. The boys’ All American 
game is April 2 at 9:30 p.m. and will be televised on ESPN.  
 

 Second graders in Winton Woods Primary North's "North Notes" choir went 
Christmas caroling on December 18 around the block of Primary North and 
returned to the school for treats and socializing. Choir Director Jennifer 
Wightman said the group was joined by several alumni from last year's choir as 
well. 

 
 
 
 

 Have you registered your Kroger Plus card yet to benefit Winton Woods 
Community PTA? Now is the time!  

Just register your Kroger Plus card at www.Krogers.com and choose Winton 
Woods Community PTA, Organization # 80381.  
 
From Kroger: 

As one of our loyal Community Rewards Program members, we are sharing 
some exciting news with you!  Due to the fantastic customer response, we are 
offering 4 Times Fuel Points on Gift Card purchases ONE DAY ONLY! 
  

http://www.krogers.com/


Yes, that’s right!  On January 18 when you purchase almost any gift card from 
our  Gift Card Mall*, you are not only earning money for your organization, you’re 
earning fuel points for yourself.   
  
Just because the holidays are over doesn’t mean gift cards don’t come in 
handy.  There are still dinners out, birthdays, anniversaries, even Valentine’s Day 
isn’t that far off.  Think about it, you can buy gift cards for all kinds of reasons, 
and it’s such an easy way to earn funds for your organization. 
  
*Remember, this offer excludes Kroger gift cards, reloadable gift cards and debit 
cards. 
  
So spread the word to all your program participants. ONE DAY ONLY, Saturday, 
January 18, buy gift cards at Kroger, earn cash for your group and 4X fuel points 
for yourself!  
  
Thank you for being a Kroger shopper and supporting WWC PTA! 
 



 

Jan. 22, 2014 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
Your greatest test is when you are able to bless someone else while you are going 
through your own storm.  

– Unknown 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools is launching a college and career readiness initiative 
for anyone residing in or attending school in the district. The 2014 “Your Future 
Begins Now” events are a series of free interactive workshops that take a family-
friendly approach to college and career preparation. Families will have the 
opportunity to learn about current and future career options for education, 
training and financing.  

The workshops offered are:  

 “Career Exploration for Me & You” on Thursday, January 30, from 6:00-
8:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Intermediate School, 825 Waycross Road in 
Forest Park. 

 “Mapping My Career Path” on Thursday, March 6, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at 
Winton Woods Middle School, 147 Farragut Road in Greenhills. 

 “Financing My Career Journey” on Thursday, April 3 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
at Winton Woods High School, 1231 W. Kemper Road in Forest Park.  

These workshops build on each other but can each be experienced as stand-
alone opportunities as well. Space is limited, so to guarantee a spot in the first 
workshop send your student’s name, number of attendees and current school by 
January 27 to yourfuturebeginsnow@wintonwoods.org or call 766-5560.  

These post-secondary preparation workshops are being offered to families and 
students in grades K-12. The goal of the workshops is to empower students and 
families to make informed decisions about college, career and other post-high 
school training options.  



 

 The road to Texas was long and difficult, but the 11 students  from the Academy 
of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School who attended the Model United 
Nations San Antonio XVII: Odyssey (MUNSA XVII) conference said the trip 
taught them a number of life lessons. “Each and every one of us grew as 
individuals, bonded as peers, broadened our knowledge and experiences as 
students and truly represented both the Winton Woods High School and the 
Academy of Global Studies as Warriors,” said the students in a thank-you letter 
to the Board of Education and the staff of Winton Woods High School and AGS.  

 
“The reason we 
attended the 
MUNSA 
conference in 
San Antonio is 
all because of 
student interest, 
initiative, and 
tenacity,” said 
AGS math 
teacher Joshua 
Amstutz. He 
chaperoned the 
trip, along with 
AGS Spanish 
teacher Varonica 
Campbell. After 
doing all the 
advance work, 
but missing the deadline to attend the Model UN conference in New York City, 
the students took the recommendation of their principal, Dr. Terri Holden, to go to 
San Antonio. “That conference is actually run by one of the Academy of Global 
Studies’ sister schools, the International School of the Americas,” said Amstutz.  
 
Students had to apply to be part of AGS’s traveling Model UN team and were 
chosen based on their grade point average, absences, tardies, referrals, and an 
essay on the professional qualities they would bring to the team and why they 
should be selected to compete. The students chosen by a team of administrators 
at the district’s central office were Simon Asem, Makayla Boyd, Micaiah Dawson, 
Jorden Denny, Nadia Goforth, Akshansh Gupta, Joshua Kerobo, Justin Kerobo, 
Magaly Madrigal, Collete Ouattara and Devaughn Williams. 
 
The students then met at least once a week from the beginning of November 
until the competition, which was January 8-11. The theme of this year’s 
conference was human migration, and the goal was for students to solve 



problems through international cooperation while remaining true to the country 
they represented.  
 
“They each were part of a special committee and had two topics to study with 
respect to the countries our school’s delegation was assigned, Bangladesh and 
Ivory Coast,” said Amstutz. “These topics ranged from preventing over-
urbanization in Southeast Asia to analyzing means to combat forced labor 
trafficking." The students researched the topics from the perspective of a citizen 
from their assigned country, and then at the conference they held discussions 
and debates within their committees with students who represented other 
countries to try to find a solution to the problems. 
 
“For two days our students worked on expressing their beliefs on the issues and 
compromising with other delegates, who have different beliefs, to work on 
solutions to the problems,” said Amstutz. In the end, AGS junior Joshua Kerobo 
was chosen as an "honorary delegate," a recognition only given to a handful of 
the 980 students in attendance. 
 
“Because of this field trip I know more about the United Nations and how it’s hard 
for every country to agree on a resolution,” said AGS sophomore Makayla Boyd. 
“I also know that when they do come to a resolution sometimes it doesn’t work 
out for all of the countries.” Boyd said she walked away from the experience with 
a new vocabulary, a deeper knowledge of how the Model United Nations works 
and improved communication skills. “I got to meet a lot of intelligent people and 
learn more about their countries and this has helped me more with public 
speaking,” she said.   
 
All the students said this first-time experience not only allowed them to grow as 
students, but helped them make connections with other schools throughout the 
San Antonio area, across the country, and in the international community. “This 
trip allowed our group to do so much more than we had ever anticipated,” said 
junior Magaly Madrigal.  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Model United Nations conference in San 
Antonio, Texas, are (l-r) AGS students Akshansh Gupta, teacher Joshua 
Amstutz, Makayla Boyd, Josh Kerobo, Nadia Goforth, Micaiah Dawson, Simon 
Asem, Magaly Madrigal, Jorden Denny, Colette Ouattara, Devaughn Williams, 
Justin Kerobo, and teacher Varonica Campbell.  
 

 A service project spearheaded by students in Alicia Hardenburg’s Spanish class 
at the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School (AGS) collected 
over 200 canned goods and two giant boxes of clothing before winter break. “The 
ninth grade Global Seminar team designed and implemented the service project,” 
said Hardenburg. “They researched local charities, designed and hung up 
advertising posters, wrote morning announcement reminders, and contacted 
Winton Woods Middle School to ask for their involvement as well.” 



 
Ninth grader Charity Sims came up with the name for the project, the "Clothes 
And Food Evolution (C.A.F.E.) Drive" which collected the items for the Freestore 
Foodbank. “To spur motivation, each class in the high school competed for the 
most cans, with a dress out day as the prize,” said Hardenburg. “The senior class 
rose to the challenge, bringing in more than 100 cans alone.” 
 
"The C.A.F.E. Drive was hard to navigate, but we reached our destination," said 
Sims at the end of the project.  

 

 Eight Winton Woods Middle School students recently participated in the OMEA 
District 14 Jr. High Honors Orchestra, giving them an opportunity to demonstrate 
their musical skills, dedication and talent. The orchestra is made up of a select 
group of accomplished students from the Cincinnati region who are nominated by 
their directors.    

 
Winton Woods Middle School students participating were: Princess Dyer, violin; 
Marc Clarke, violin; Veronika Zavalaga, violin; Serenity Thompson-Ballad, viola; 
Travis Ace, cello; Jada Davis, cello; Gregori Vaughan, bass; and Aversa 
Prentosito, oboe. “It was great to see our students interacting with peers from 
across the city,” said Winton Woods Orchestra Director Felipe Morales-Torres. 
“People were particularly abuzz over our Jada Davis, who showed the resolve 
and fortitude to participate in the festival despite her new arm cast. She was 
happy to report 
she only made 
one mistake the 
entire concert.” 
 
For the concert, 
students 
rehearsed and 
performed 
several high 
school level 
pieces, 
including an 
arrangement of 
Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 
5 and a Wizard 
of Oz medley. Morales-Torres received a special invitation to teach the woodwind 
students at the festival because of his unique background in both orchestra and 
band. 
 
PHOTO CAPTION: The OMEA District 14 Jr. High Honors Orchestra is shown 
performing at Walnut Hills High School.  



 

 

January 29, 2014 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
The only real mistake is the one from which we learn nothing.  

Henry Ford 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools has released an eight-page report that highlights the 
district’s 2012-2013 school year in the areas of quality academics, award-winning 
programs and extra-curricular opportunities. The publication is entitled, “Quality 
Education and Opportunities Report,” and its goal is to “take a step beyond the 
Local Report Card and introduce people to our district in a new and in-depth 
way,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “We want to give parents and 
community members an overview of Winton Woods City Schools and the ways 
we are ensuring that all students achieve their highest potential. We also want to 
introduce the public to the opportunities our students have for a unique, quality 
education.” 

Communications Specialist Gina Burnett said the QEO report gives a more 
complete picture of what’s going on in the district while highlighting the areas of:  

 Enrichment and preschool programs  

 All day kindergarten 

 Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School  

 Project-based learning 

 High School of Business—STEM—STEAM   

 College credits 

 Cutting edge classroom technology 

 Culturally rich environment 

 Award-winning music programs 

 Championship athletics 
 



“Winton Woods City Schools offers a variety of one-of-a-kind educational 
experiences that many people are probably not aware of,” said Burnett. “This 
report lets us share those with our parents, community members, business 
partners, and anyone interested in learning more about the district. It provides an 
expanded view of the Winton Woods educational experience.”  

The “Quality Education and Opportunities Report: An In-Depth Look at Winton 
Woods City Schools” can be found on the district’s website at 
www.wintonwoods.org/qualityreport. Copies are also available at the district’s 
central office and in all school offices.  

 With its five calamity days already used this winter, Winton Woods City Schools 
announced that the calendar of make-up days for district personnel and students 
is June 2, June 3, and June 4, 2014. “Since the district has used its five state-
approved calamity days, we are required to make up any additional days off,” 
said Gina Burnett, communications specialist for the district. “Students, their 
families, and our staff members should plan accordingly.”  

“It is our responsibility at Winton Woods City Schools to provide a safe 
environment to and from school,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “Even 
though we have exhausted our five calamity days, we are committed to making 
sure our students are safe and warm. Please understand that we also want to 
give our students the opportunity to be in school.”  

The Winton Woods Board of Education voted unanimously at its August 26, 2013 
meeting to adopt a contingency plan under which district students will make up 
days when it is necessary to close schools in excess of the five calamity days 
they receive. Calamity days are school days missed due to events such as snow, 
flood, electricity outage, etc.  

 A free concert at Winton Woods High School will be the culmination of two days 
of hard work and rehearsals for students who are part of this year’s OMEA 
District 14 Junior High Honor Choir. Winton Woods Middle School Choir Director 
Janna Frank is the site host for the annual Choir Festival on Friday, January 31, 
and Saturday, February 1. She is working in cooperation with OMEA Honor Choir 
Chairperson Shelley Miley from Princeton Community Middle School. The 
concert, which is open to the public, will take place in the Winton Woods High 
School auditorium at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday. “I cannot be more excited to offer 
this opportunity to the Winton Woods community and to my students,” said 
Frank. 

The choir festival will feature over 190 singers from 10 different junior high and 
middle schools. The guest conductor is Cheryl West from Butler University, who 
is also the director of the Indianapolis Children’s Choir and a sought-after festival 
guest conductor nationwide. “OMEA District 14 is thrilled to welcome her back to 
our annual festival,” said Frank.  

http://www.wintonwoods.org/qualityreport


Winton Woods Middle School has 22 participants in the festival, all selected by 
Frank for their outstanding musicianship, maturity, and dedication to excellent 
music making. “These students have given up their own time to attend rehearsals 
and prepare the music for the festival,” she said. Representing Winton Woods 
are: Christine Azure, Cari Sullivan, Taryn Phillips-Smith, Eliana Washam, Kate 
Ingram, Carrigan Mills, Jordan Braswell, Aversa Prentosito, Angel Higginbottom, 
Alena Sears-Whitmire, Aniya Elliott, Keilah Setzer, Maria Centrullo, Hunter 
Musgrave, Kenny Greer, Alexander Kress, Nicholas Kress, Mark Davis, Estuardo 
Ramirez, Zavarri Carr, Jordan Clark, and Walter Montgomery. 

Festival participants will rehearse at the high school on Friday evening and 
Saturday morning to prepare for Saturday’s concert. A special performance by 
the May Festival Youth Chorus will also highlight the show. 

A very special thanks is extended to Steve Denny, 
the district’s executive director of accountability and 
business affairs, and Sandy Zillick, business 
secretary, for helping OMEA to make this event 
possible. As well, much gratitude is extended to the 
Winton Woods High School staff and administration 
for permitting the use of their facility for this 
prestigious event, and to the Winton Woods 
Performing Arts Boosters for their dedication and 
tireless support of our student musicians. 

 Winton Woods High School’s girls basketball star 
Tyra James is the newest member of the school’s 
1000 point club. James scored her 1000th point in the 
game versus Princeton High School on Thursday, 
January 23. She has signed a letter of intent to play 
basketball at Kent State University in the fall.  
 

 Winton Woods High School band member Jelani 
Vaughn auditioned for and performed with the OMEA 
District 14 High School Honor Band, after being nominated by Band Director 
Dani Ashbrook. The concert 
was January 12. 
 

 Eleven Winton Woods High 
School band students were 
nominated by Band Director 
Dani Ashbrook to perform with 
the NKU Tri-State Honor Band 
on January 18 at Northern 
Kentucky University. They are 
(back, l-r) Ayana Phelps (alto 
sax), Kayla Upthegrove (tenor 



sax), Joshua Kerobo (alto sax), Jasmine Colvin (trombone), Justin Kerobo 
(euphonium), and Parker Sarra (bassoon); (front, l-r) Jordan Leary (oboe), Jelani 
Vaughn (percussion), Ciarra Rucker (flute), and Tiffany Doucette (flute). Jorden 
Denny is not pictured.  
 

 Eight Winton Woods Middle 
School musicians performed 
with the Ohio Music 
Educators Association 
(OMEA) Junior High Honor 
Orchestra after being 
nominated by their director 
Felipe Morales-Torres. Shown 
are (back, l-r) Winton Woods 
Orchestra Director Felipe 
Morales-Torres, 
Gregori Vaughan (bass), Marc 
Clarke (violin), 
Serenity Thompson (viola), 
Veronika Zavalaga (violin) 
and Aversa Pretosito (oboe); 
(front row, l-r) Princess Dyer (violin), Travis Ace (cello), and Jada Davis (cello). 
 

 Support our Winton Woods athletes and have the chance to win a two-year lease 
on a Toyota Prius, along with other great prizes! Winton Woods Athletic Boosters 
are launching “The Piggest Raffle Ever” fundraiser sponsored by The Cincinnati 
Flying Pig Marathon. 

Please visit our online campaign at www.piggestraffle.com, click on charity, then 
scroll down and select Winton Woods Athletic Boosters as your charity. You can 
then “Adopt A Pig” for $5.00 and 100% of all proceeds will  go to the athletic 
department for sports programs and sponsored events. Also, a limited amount of  
“Adopt  A Pig” tickets will be available for sale at Winton Woods athletic events. 

Please email Kim Sherman, Athletic Boosters vice president, or Rosalind Moore, 
Athletic Boosters corresponding secretary, at sports@wintonwoodsboosters.org 
if you would like to purchase  “Adopt A Pig” tickets. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.piggestraffle.com/
mailto:sports@wintonwoodsboosters.org


 

February 12, 2014 
 
Quote of the week: 

A bird sitting on a tree is never afraid of the branch breaking because its trust is not on 
the branch but on its own wings. Always believe in yourself. 

 

 

 The students, staff and 
communities of Winton Woods 
City Schools joined the Ohio 
School Boards Association 
(OSBA) in January to honor the 
leadership, service, and hours of 
dedication given by the elected 
members of the district’s board 
of education. Winton Woods 
High School Student Council 
President Anthony Thompson 
presented certificates of 
appreciation to each board 
member on behalf of OSBA as 
part of School Board Recognition 
Month in January.  

Members of the Winton Woods Board of Education are (l-r) John Pennycuff, 
Jessica Miranda, President Kim Burns, Dr. Viola Johnson, and Vice-President 
Tim Cleary. 

 
 



 Two Winton Woods art students were honored at the January Board of Education 
meeting for awards they received as part of the Superintendent's Art Gallery. 
Winton Woods High School senior Emily Mannira (elft) had her artwork chosen 
as the "Superintendent's Selection." Winton Woods Intermediate School sixth 
grader Erianna Jones received an honorable mention for her artwork. Both are 
shown with Board President Kim Burns. 

 

 The Winton Woods Board of Education recognized the district’s new group of 
international and foreign exchange students, and the families who are hosting 
them, at the January board meeting. The students will be staying until the end of 
the school year and are here 
through one of two organizations: 
Dehan Education, coordinated by 
Cindy Marcou, or EF Foundation, 
coordinated by Lora Wolke.   

 
Here from China for the second 
semester are: Zhiren “Johnny” 
Chen, Yiping “Jack” He, Tiantian 
“Cecelia” Jing, Nuohua “Louis” 
Liu, Ran “Mike” Pang, Jiawei 
“Jerry” Sun, Zhixiang “Ty” Wang, 
Siying “Tracy” Wang, Wenjin 
“Wendy” Wu, Runze “David” Wu, 
Xuan “Terry” Xu, Zijang “Ben” 
Yang, Guowei “Allen” Zeng, 
Kaiyuan “Michael” Zhang, Siyi “Fenny” Zhang, Chenling “Roger” Zhang, and 
Yubing “Joe” Zhou.  
 
Chinese students  Ziyu “Zack” Liu, Juanhui “Cartherina” Yu, and Xinghan 
“Shawn” Ruan were also here first semester.  



 
Other exchange students include: Marc Engelsch from Germany, Lena Koehler 
from Germany, Duygu Coskun from Turkey and Nonie Lumbis from the 
Philippines.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods City Schools honored its latest group of 
international and foreign exchange students at the January board of education 
meeting.  
 

 Winton Woods City Schools is 
celebrating with six of its 
athletes who signed letters of 
intent on National Signing 
Day. The signing ceremony 
was postponed until 
Thursday, February 6, due to 
the weather and was held at 
Winton Woods High School.  

Signing letters of intent for 
football were Jerrell Foster, 
Kent State University; Adrian 
Rankin, Youngstown State 
University; Mike Edwards, 
University of Kentucky; 
Shemar Hooks, Urbana University; and Daniel Cage, University of Notre Dame.  

Kaila Payne signed a letter of intent to play volleyball at Urbana University.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School students shown at the National 
Signing Day ceremony are (l-r) Jerrell Foster, Adrian Rankin, Mike Edwards, 
Kaila Payne, Shemar Hooks, and Daniel Cage. Photo by Elise Speeg.  

 Twenty students from Winton 
Woods Primary were honored 
as “bucket fillers” in January 
for their caring and kind 
actions. “The bucket filling 
philosophy is that each of us 
carries an invisible bucket and 
doing nice things for others fills 
their buckets. At the same time 
it fills our own bucket and 
makes all of us feel good too,” 
said Principal Tonya Bray. 
“The opposite is also true. If 
you are a bully or do mean 



things, you are not only dipping from another person’s bucket to make them feel 
bad, you’re taking from your own bucket and making yourself feel bad too.” 

All of Bray’s staff members carry paper buckets to give out when they see a 
student exhibiting a bucket filling behavior. The buckets are then counted and 
results are posted by classrooms and in the main hallway.  

“In building a bucket filling school, we are teaching our students that bullying 
others does not make them feel good,” said Bray. “However, by helping others 
you can find your own happiness.  

January bucket fillers at Winton Woods Primary South received  a certificate and 
a t-shirt. They are: Ma’kenah Riley, Jaxon Braswell, David Dean, Joseph Kuhl, 
Marlen Gonzalez Davila, Veny Zunun Perez, Yuridia Banegas Velasquez, Jack 
Oliver, Samantha Bunzendahl, Elijah Engleman,  D’Asia Brown, Jorrcy Camacho 
Elias, Ana Espinoza Guerrero, Chanice Taylor, Taylin Graham, Maliyah Mixon, 
Chris Gonzalez, Gabby Parker, Tre’von Martin and Oscar Benitez Barahona.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Primary South Principal Tonya Bray poses 
with her school’s January bucket fillers. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  

 Javarra Richardson makes 
her academics at Winton 
Woods High School a top 
priority, all while dealing with 
the diagnosis and treatment 
of Type 1 diabetes. “Javarra 
is in the top 25% of her 
class and has worked very 
hard to overcome setbacks 
that would have crippled 
many,” said her counselor 
Nikki Bunton. “Despite 
whatever curve balls life has 
thrown her way, Javarra 
continues to work hard to 
achieve her goal of 
becoming an engineer.” 

Bunton said her first interaction with Richardson was “seeing her smiling in the 
nurse’s office, while giving herself an insulin shot.” In Type 1 diabetes, the body 
doesn’t produce insulin, a hormone needed to convert sugar, starches and other 
food into the energy needed for daily life. Insulin therapy and other treatments 
allow diabetics to manage their condition and live long, healthy lives.   

“When other students are running to the cafeteria, buying whatever snacks or 
foods they want, Javarra can be found in the nurse’s office, every day, counting 
her carbs and administering her insulin shots,” said Bunton. “Not only is she 



doing this, but she’s doing it with a cheerful attitude and smile. Although Javarra 
could be bitter about this diagnosis and disease, she has chosen to use it as a 
life lesson: when life gives you lemons, make lemonade!” 

Richardson works hard to maintain her 3.1 GPA in a rigorous college prep 
curriculum, while participating in clubs and girls track at the high school. She has 
earned the distinction of being team leader of the Winton Woods High School 
Robotics Team and is the co-founder of the school’s Writer’s Club.  

“Javarra is quite inspiring,” said Bunton. “It is rare that you find a teenager that is 
able to deal with adversity and turn it into a positive, without ever complaining.”   

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School senior Javarra Richardson was 
honored at the January board of education meeting as the Kiwanis Gold Star 
Student of the Month for December 2013. She is shown with Kiwanis President 
Bill McMillen. 

 Robotics teams members from 
Winton Woods High School 
recently participated in the Ohio 
Educational Technology 
Conference in Columbus. 
“Originally there was supposed to 
be a full-fledged robotics 
competition, but due to inclement 
weather in northern Ohio the 
competition was cancelled,” said 
Myrtis Smith, engineering teacher 
at Winton Woods High School. 
“Our team went to the conference, 
did a demonstration, and 
participated in a scrimmage with 
the Indian Hill robotics team, who 
rode up to Columbus with us. Daniel Lang, our mentor from General Electric, was 
also part of our group.”  

 
As part of their demonstration, the students had to write a program that would 
maneuver a robot through an obstacle course and place a ball in a scoring zone. 
Robotics team members at Winton Woods High School in attendance were 
Lynard Turner, Ian Buettner, Javarra Richardson, Kameron Reeves and Tabitha 
Myrick. Not attending were Kay Atkins, Brittany Crump, Micaiah Dawson, Aaliyah 
Scott, and Amariyah Yisrael. 
 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is a nationally certified, four-year pre-engineering 
program offered at Winton Woods High School through Great Oaks. In the first 
year, Introduction to Engineering Design, students deepen their knowledge of 
Autodesk as they create a 3D model of various car parts. In the second year, 
Principles of Engineering, students build a hydraulic lift as a part of a study of 



fluid power. In year three, Digital Electronics, students learn to prototype 
electrical circuits using a breadboard and are currently working with NAND/NOR 
logic. Students in the fourth year of the program, Civil Engineering and 
Architecture, recently designed a house in Revit and are now creating electrical 
and plumbing plans for the house, in addition to analyzing the house's site to 
determine the best orientation. 
 
PHOTO CAPTION:  Winton Woods High School robotics teams members Ian 
Buettner (seated) and Tabitha Myrick work with mentor Daniel Lang to figure out 
how far their robot traveled, using the program that Buettner wrote. 

 Winton Woods High School’s vocal a cappella groups—Evolution and Encore—
are performing a Valentine's concert on Thursday, February 13, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the high school auditorium, and the community is invited. The concert is free, 
with a suggested donation of $3.00 to help the groups cover the costs of sound 
equipment and the fees for the a cappella festivals they attend.   

 
“We will be singing a love-themed 
repertoire, including songs by Stevie 
Wonder, Whitney Houston, Kanye 
West, NSync, and Paramore,” said 
Elizabeth Hannah, Winton Woods 
High School’s a cappella director. 
“There will be some standards such 
as ‘My Funny Valentine,’ as well as 
some brand new songs like ‘Run to 
You’ written by the professional a 
cappella group, Pentatonix. There's 
really a little bit of everything, so 
everyone is bound to enjoy it.”  
  
Members of Evolution for 2013-
2014 are AJ Brandy, TyJaye Capell, 
Rebecca Day, Kayla Fields, Erik 
Hamilton, Jordan Irby, Jennifer 
Joseph-Zamis, Delaney Lindeman, 
Emily Mannira, Ayana Phelps, Nick Platt, Jesse Rengers, Cierra Scott, and 
Anthony Thompson.  
   
Members of Encore for 2013-2014 are Tyuan Anderson, Matt Berte, Kamiylah 
Bomar, Sarah Bosworth, Ryan Capal, Dana Jetter, Alex Kuhn, Gavyn Ripley, 
Parker Sarra, Alex Simon, Kirby Simpson, Rea Sylvester, and De'Vaughn 
Williams.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Members of Winton Woods High School's a cappella groups, 
Evolution and Encore. 



 Calling all writers! Winton Woods Middle School is looking for district students in 
grades 7-12 who would like to participate in a flash fiction contest called the 
Highlander Invitational. “Entrants will have one hour to write a maximum 1000 
word story based on a surprise prompt,” said Anthony Klancar, Winton Woods 
Middle School building substitute, who is coordinating the event.  

Contestants from the high school will meet on Tuesday, February 18, to write for 
one hour; contestants from the middle school will meet on Wednesday, February 
19 to write. “The top four finalists from the middle and the high school will read 
their entries before an audience and a panel of judges during the event itself, 
which will be at Winton Woods Middle School on Saturday, March 1, from 3:00-
5:00 p.m.,” said Klancar.  

Guest judges are: Maurice Broaddus, author of The Knights of Breton Court; Eric 
Beebe, head of Post Mortem Press; Teri Jacobs, author of The Void; and Steven 
Saus, head of Alliteration Ink. The winner will receive a free Saturday pass for 
him or herself, and a guardian, to Millennicon 28, a science fiction convention in 
Cincinnati in March, and will have the opportunity to hold a public reading of their 
entry at the convention.    
 
For more information, contact Klancar at klancar.anthony@wintonwoods.org.  
 

 Winton Woods Elementary School is actively seeking minority professionals to 
participate in the school’s annual Career Fair to help celebrate African-American 
History month. This event gives students the opportunity to talk to adults about 
their careers. It will take place on Friday, February 21, at 1:30 p.m. in the school 
gymnasium. 

“Students are able to ask our guests a variety of questions and record their 
answers,” said Principal Kendell Dorsey. Questions include: Who influenced you 
to choose your career? How many years of schooling are required? What skills 
or talents are helpful for someone in your career? What is most exciting about 
your career?  What class in elementary school best prepared you for your 
career? 

If you are able to donate your time to the WWES Career Fair, please contact the 
school at 619-2490. 

 Allison Holtman, a senior at Winton Woods High, was honored at the district’s 
January Board of Education meeting as the Kiwanis Gold Star Student of the 
Month for November. “I have met few students who have the well-rounded ability 
and school involvement that Allison has,” said her counselor Evelyn Gibfried. 
“Her work ethic has taught her to grasp onto the necessary skills that produce 
high quality work in each of her classes, and she has earned awards for her 
academic and athletic success.” 

 

mailto:klancar.anthony@wintonwoods.org


Holtman is ranked twelfth out of 282 seniors in her class and has maintained a 
3.73 grade point average in a rigorous honors and AP curriculum. She is a 
member of National Honor 
Society and Key Club and has 
been part of the school’s 
soccer and swim teams. As a 
member of drama club she 
has been a part of the high 
school’s spring musicals: 
Annie, Aida, and Seussical, 
and this year will be 
performing in Beauty and the 
Beast. In October she was 
chosen as Winton Woods High 
School’s homecoming queen.  

“Allison knows what it takes to 
succeed academically through 
diligence and hard work,” said Gibfried. “In her confident, but unassuming 
manner, she is persistent. She gets things done and emerges as one of the top 
students in her class.”         

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School senior Allison Holtman was the 
Kiwanis Gold Star Student of the Month for November 2013. She is shown with 
Kiwanis President Bill McMillen.  

 This year’s spring musical at Winton 
Woods High School is the Broadway 
classic, Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast. Performances are Friday, 
April 11, and Saturday, April 12, at 
8:00 p.m. in the Winton Woods High 
School auditorium.    

The shows features songs from the 
animated version like “Be Our Guest” 
and “Beauty and the Beast,” but it 
also includes two songs not in the 
film. “Home” is Belle’s song 
expressing her wish to switch places 
with her father, who is imprisoned in 
the castle with the Beast, while the 
Beast sings a new song called “If I 
Can’t Love Her.”  

The drama director for the show is Michelle Kozlowski, musical director is 
Elizabeth Hannah, assistant musical director is Dave Bell, technical director is 



Larry Day, choreographer is Melody Nordmoe, and the orchestra conductor is 
Felipe Morales-Torres.  
 
Tickets are $8.00 for reserved seating and $7 for general admission. They will go 
on sale about a month before the show and will be available at the door on the 
night of the performances.  
 

 The Winton Woods Educational Foundation (WWEF) is continuing its support of 
Winton Woods City Schools with a fundraising benefit at the Grand Finale 
Restaurant in Glendale on Friday, February 21, from 4:00-9:00 p.m. “As always, 
our goal is to provide assistance for programs and activities in our schools that 
fall outside of traditional funding sources,” said WWEF President Paula Kuhn. 
“We hope people will make a dinner reservation at the Grand Finale and join us 
that evening in support of Winton Woods students.”  

 
Reservations are required during the 4:00-9:00 p.m. time frame and will allow for 
2-8 members in a party. When scheduling a reservation, be sure to identify your 
affiliation with WWEF for credit. The restaurant will contribute 20% of food orders 
during the evening event, but a minimum of 30 attendees is necessary for funds 
to be paid.  
 
“We hope many people will pass along the invitation and then join us to share a 
great evening with friends and family while supporting an important cause,” said 
Kuhn.   
 
The Grand Finale Restaurant is located at 3 East Sharon Road in Glendale. 
Reservations may be made by calling 513-771-5925. 
 

 Winton Woods High School became an International Studies School Network 
(ISSN) campus this year, a move intended to make its students more globally 
competent. “In today’s world, which is very small thanks to technology, if you 
don’t have knowledge of what’s going on, if you don’t know how to interact with 
others from around the world, if you don’t know how to collaborate and 
communicate effectively, you are limiting your chances of success,” said Winton 
Woods High School Principal Dr. Terri Holden.   

While the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School has been 
an ISSN school, and part of the Asia Society, for three years, this is the first year 
of that partnership for the entire school. “I want all my students to be successful 
after leaving high school and part of that mission is supported by ISSN,” said 
Holden.    

She explained that at ISSN schools, students do four things: investigate the 
world, communicate ideas, recognize perspectives and take action. “Our 
students investigate the world through all of their content,” said Holden. “This can 
mean the world around Winton Woods High School or the world in the larger 
sense of the word.”  



She said effective communication is not only with peers and adults, but with 
others around the world. “How do you communicate with someone if they don’t 
speak English, or if they do, but they don’t hold the same cultural beliefs and 
values as you do?” asked Holden. “Recognizing perspectives helps us walk in 
someone else’s shoes and develop listening skills and skills of empathy so we 
can relate to someone whose situation is not the same as ours.” 

Taking action to better their school, community, and world is already happening 
at Winton Woods High School, Holden said. “My students are big on community 
service, and many give time to their church, to local organizations, and to 
organizations here at the high school, like National Honor Society, Key Club, and 
our student ambassadors.”   

Project based learning (PBL) is another component of ISSN that has been 
introduced throughout the school, and it “allows students to explore concepts in a 
deeper fashion, learn collaboration skills, and draw on their talents,” said Holden.  

That’s what is happening in Allison Roy’s senior English class where students 
have partnered with Heifer International’s Read to Feed program. “Students 
chose a variety of books with an international focus, read them, reviewed them, 
and created QR codes that could be accessed by their classmates with a smart 
phone for a review of the book,” said Holden. “For every book read, 25 cents was 
donated to the Read to Feed program for those who are hungry around the 
world.  

“A student might be a storyteller, speaker, musician, artist or film maker. They 
can bring all these elements into a project and still meet rigorous academic 
content standards,” said Holden. “Becoming an ISSN campus has expanded the 
innovative things we’re doing here at Winton Woods High School.”  

 Winton Woods eighth grader Samuel Dean was at a school basketball game 
during the January board of education meeting, so his parents showed up to 
accept his award as the Kiwanis Character is Key award recipient for fairness.  

Teachers Will Bowman and Jana Wylds 
describe Samuel as “an extremely hard 
worker both in the classroom and on the 
court. Sam thrives on building positive 
relationships and is willing to help others. 
He is the first to raise his hand to offer 
insight during discussions and sticks with 
every task through completion. He’s a 
good role model for other students, 
showing respect, fairness, determination, 
and kindness every day.”  



In Physical Education class, Bowman said Dean is fair in all sports and came out 
of a dodgeball game on his own “even though the teacher did not see him get hit. 
In the weight room, he is a hard worker who consistently pushes himself to set 
personal records. He will also positively coach his partner on the correct 
techniques. He is a joy to have in class and is an excellent example of a student 
who is fair.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods eight grader Samuel Dean was honored as 
the Kiwanis Character is Key award recipient for fairness. 

 Winton Woods City Schools will begin kindergarten registration for the 2014-2015 
school year on Monday, March 3. Office hours at the district’s enrollment center, 
located at 8 Enfield Street in the rear of the Greenhills Community Building, are 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.   

 
For the convenience of those registering, there will be special extended hours 
from 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 4, and from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 5. Students entering kindergarten must be five years old 
on or before August 1, 2014, to be eligible. Only custodial/residential parents or 
legal guardians may enroll a child in school.  
 

Required documents that must be presented at the time of enrollment include:  

 Three (3) items for proof of residency (lease, new home contract, 
mortgage statement receipt), plus two additional items such as energy, 
cable, water or phone bills.  

 Original birth certificate of the child. 

 Any custody/guardianship documents filed with the courts. 

 Immunization records. 

 Photo ID of parent/guardian enrolling the child. 
 

For more information on enrolling a foster child, please contact the enrollment 
center at 619-2360. Help with other questions may be found at the district 
website at http://www.wintonwoods.org/departments/enrollment/how-to-enroll or 
by calling 619-2360.  

 Carlito Fugikawa, a first grade 
student at Winton Woods Primary 
North, was honored at the district’s 
January Board of Education meeting 
as the Kiwanis Character is Key 
award recipient for caring. “When a 
classmate has difficulty with 
something, Carlito is one of the first 
to help them or to help encourage 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/departments/enrollment/how-to-enroll


them,” said his reading teacher Nancy Hart. “He is a kind-hearted person. He 
shows consideration to others by lending a helping hand. He demonstrates 
caring for others daily.” 

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Primary North first grader Carlito Fugikawa 
listens as Winton Woods City Schools Superintendent Anthony G. Smith reads 
his nomination as the Kiwanis Character is Key award recipient for caring. 

 

 

 

                         



 
 
February 19, 2014 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
Honesty is the first chapter of the book of wisdom.    --Thomas Jefferson 
 

 Second grader DaMonte Hurst (pictured) quickly adds up numbers and feeds 
them to the computer fish who’s hungry to help him improve his math skills. 
Next to him, classmates Devia Foxx and Brittney Rush work just as hard on 
their math facts using their classroom’s new technology devices.  

 
Second grade teacher 
B.J. Webb said his 
students “could sit there 
all day” with the new 
tablets. “These are 
colorful, easy, kid 
friendly apps,” said 
Webb. Motion Math 
teaches addition and 
subtraction, while the 
Raz-Kids reading app 
has vocabulary games 
and lets students record 
themselves reading. 
“There is definitely an 
increased level of interest in reading,” said Webb. “Plus when students hear 
themselves read, they can self correct, which is a real advantage.” 
 
“This game-like approach to learning helps students stay focused on 
acquiring the skills being introduced while reinforcing skills already learned,” 
said Rhonda Hobbs, director of technology for Winton Woods City Schools. 
“Right after Christmas the district purchased Google Nexus 7 tablets, four to 
five per classroom, for our primary buildings. We wanted to introduce 
students to touch-based technology applications that support reading and 
math and Common Core standards.” 
 



In addition to the classroom tablets, the school has 30 new Chromebook 
computers that are shared throughout the building. “We call those our 
computer lab on a cart,” said Winton Woods Primary South Principal Tonya 
Bray, adding that teachers sign up to have them in their classrooms for 45 
minutes at a time.  
 
“Having technology in the classroom is a real benefit because not all of my 
students can afford this at home,” said Bray. She said the programs help 
students with their math skills, reading comprehension and fluency while 
getting them ready for the state’s new online assessments.” The programs 
also give teachers more opportunities for intervention. Webb said he receives 
a report after his students’ skills are tested. “It identifies areas of weakness 
and helps me guide my teaching so I can target those areas.”   

 
“We’re excited to be implementing cutting-edge technology in our primary 
classrooms and laying a foundation for our students to become digitally 
literate at an early age,” said Hobbs.  

 

 The dictionaries and spelling lists are at hand as two Winton Woods students 
study for this year’s WCPO Scripps Region II Spelling Bee on Saturday, 
February 22. The bee will take place at 9:00 a.m. at the School for the 
Creative and Performing Arts, located at 108 W. Central Parkway in 
Cincinnati.   

  
Cari Sullivan, a seventh grader 
at Winton Woods Middle 
School, is competing in the 
regional bee for her third year in 
a row. Sullivan scored a 48 out 
of 50 on the online spelling test, 
which qualified her for the 
regional bee. A score of at least 
40/50 was needed. “We're very 
proud of her hard work on our 
school spelling bee and the 
online test,” said Stephanie 
Romer, Winton Woods Middle 
School science teacher and spelling bee coordinator.  
 
Nicolantonio Prentosito, a fifth grader at Winton Woods Intermediate School, 
is competing in the regional bee for the first time and will be one of the 
youngest spellers this year. With the help of his sister Aversa, who has been 
to the regional bee twice, Prentosito is well prepared for the competition. He 
scored a 49 out of 50 on the online spelling test.   
  



There will be 68 school champions competing at the regional bee, and the 
winner will advance to the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. 
 

 Four Winton Woods Middle School art students were honored as part of the 
Scholastic Art Contest and will be presented with their awards on Friday, 
February 21, at the Northern 
Kentucky Convention Center.  

 
Gold Key award winners were 
Brianna Barrow for her 
drawing entitled “Education” 
and Rachel Whalen for her 
untitled painting. The Silver 
Key award went to Princess 
Dyer for her self-portrait 
drawing entitled “On the 
Outside.” Darion Hassertt 
received an honorable mention 
for his painting entitled 
“Creative Energy.”  
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Scholastic Art Contest winners from Winton Woods 
Middle School are (l-r) Rachel Whalen, Brianna Barrow, Princess Dyer, and 
Darion Hassertt.  
 

 Academy of Global Studies 
Chinese language students 
celebrated China’s Spring 
Festival at the end of 
January by eating Chinese 
food using chopsticks and 
watching the CCTV Spring 
Festival Gala in class. 
Chinese teacher Rose Yang 
gave out tai chi bracelets and 
white rabbit candy to the 
students. Shown are AGS 
international students (l-r) 
Jiawei “Jerry” Sun, Zijiang 
“Ben” Yang, Runze “David” Wu, teacher Rose Yang, and Siyi “Fenny” Zhang.   

 
 



 Art students Casey Marlar 
(center) and Selina 
Hairston (right) 
represented Winton 
Woods High School at the 
Selections art show at the 
College of Mount St. 
Joseph and had their 
artwork on display for the 
month of November. They 
were among 121 area 
students who participated 
in the contest. The two are 
shown with their art 
teacher Carol Becci-
Youngs.    

 

 Not many letters start with, “One of the proudest moments of my career has 
been as the school 
counselor for this young 
man …,” but that’s how 
counselor Nikki Bunton 
started her letter of 
recommendation for 
Anthony Thompson. The 
Winton Woods High 
School senior will 
graduate this year as the 
salutatorian of his class 
and has been a prominent 
part of the high school’s 
fine arts program for the 
last four years.     

 
“From the moment Anthony entered high school, he was focused on being the 
best,” said Bunton. “He is an excellent example of what scholarship and 
leadership is all about.” Thompson has taken the most rigorous high school 
curriculum, is president of National Honor Society, and has participated in 
marching, concert and symphonic bands and the Varsity Ensemble choir.  
 
Bunton also describes Thompson as a “gifted artist of the theater.” This spring 
he will add the role of “Beast,” from the Disney musical Beauty and the Beast, 
to the list of roles he’s played on the Winton Woods High School stage. “He 
has performed in every fall play and spring musical, and he is always met with 
rave reviews from his theatrical peers and the general audience,” said 



Bunton. “His strong baritone/tenor voice can always be distinguished in any 
performance as it radiates from the stage.  
 
“He is a born performer with a musical ear, strong academics, and the 
character and charisma to be great. Although I will miss his 100-watt smile 
that brightens the hallways of Winton Woods High School, I am confident that 
Anthony will be shining his talents brightly at the collegiate level.”  

  
PHOTO CAPTION: Anthony Thompson is shown with Kiwanis President Bill 
McMillen. 

 

 The Winton Woods High School Athletic Boosters organization is accepting 
nominations for the 2014 Winton Woods Athletic Hall of Fame. The public is 
encouraged to send in nominations, along with a listing of the high school and 
post high school accomplishments of the nominee, for consideration by the 
Hall of Fame committee.  

 
Nominations can be sent as follows: 
                        E-mail to:       campbell.dwight@wintonwoods.org 
                        Mail to:           Mr. Dwight Campbell, Athletic Director 
                                                Winton Woods High School 
                                                1231 West Kemper Road 
                                                Cincinnati, OH 45240 
                        Fax to:                        619-2416, Attention: Dwight Campbell 
 
The deadline for this year’s nominations is Friday, February 28. The formal 
induction of the 2014 Hall of Fame class will take place at halftime of the 
Winton Woods versus Mason football game on Friday, September 19, 2014. 
 
Winton Woods City Schools has a long and rich tradition of athletic 
excellence, and the mission of the Hall of Fame is to honor that tradition by 
the yearly induction of graduates, administrators and supporters of Forest 
Park, Greenhills and Winton Woods High Schools.   

 
, 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:campbell.dwight@wintonwoods.org


 

February 26, 2014 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
Doubt yourself and you doubt everything you see. Judge yourself and you see judges 
everywhere. But if you listen to the sound of your own voice, you can rise above doubt 
and judgment. And you can see forever. 

Nancy Kerrigan 

 

 

 The Winton Woods Board of Education approved a recommendation on Monday, 
February 24, to appoint Eric 
Martin as principal of Winton 
Woods High School effective 
July 1, 2014. The Board also 
hired Corina Denny as the 
district’s new community and 
public engagement 
coordinator effective March 1, 
2014. 

Martin is currently the 
principal at Rite of Passage, 
formerly Hillcrest Academy, 
where he serves as chief 
educational officer, Ohio 
Educational Directory System 
(OEDS-R) administrator, and superintendent designee for the site. He has 
worked for both Princeton City Schools and Cincinnati Public Schools and 
recently worked for Winton Woods City Schools as a substitute high school 
assistant principal, alternative school administrator and hearing officer. Martin 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Work Administration from 
Wilmington College, and his Master of Education degree from the University of 
Cincinnati in 2005.    



Denny has worked as website and graphic design specialist for Winton Woods 
City Schools since 2011. She earned her Master of Business Administration from 
University of Findlay in 2006, and her bachelor of science in business 
administration from Ambassador University in 1993. Denny joins the district’s 
communications team of Gina Burnett, communications and human resources 
specialist, and Teresa Cleary, publicity writer. As community and public 
engagement coordinator, Denny will  

 facilitate relationships between Winton Woods City Schools and the 
community.  

 oversee and implement the strategic use of communication vehicles for 
Winton Woods City Schools.  

 serve as media liaison.  

 manage the district website.  

 develop and coordinate district activities, such as community outreach, to 
enhance district/community relations.   

 coordinate an annual survey.  

 take on special projects assigned by the superintendent.  
 

 The long hours of rehearsals have started for over 40 students who are part of 
the cast of Beauty and the 
Beast, this year’s spring 
musical at Winton Woods 
High School. Student 
directors are also working 
alongside of their adult 
counterparts, the construction 
crew is busy building sets, 
and pit orchestra rehearsals 
are underway. “This is a busy 
time for all of us, and it will 
only get busier as opening 
night approaches,” said 
Elizabeth Hannah, musical 
director for the show.   

Performances for Disney’s Beauty and the Beast are Friday, April 11, and 
Saturday, April 12, at 8:00 p.m. in the Winton Woods High School auditorium. 
Tickets will go on sale about a month before the show and will be available at the 
door on the night of the performances. They are $8.00 for reserved seating and 
$7 for general admission. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Ryan Capal (left) will play Lefou and Adrian Rankin will play 
Gaston in Winton Woods High School's spring musical, Beauty and the Beast. 
They are shown at rehearsal with choreographer Melody Nordmoe. 

 



 The performing arts are important to Aversa 
Prentosito, an eighth grader at Winton Woods 
Middle School. So important in fact that Prentosito 
recently was chosen to participate in Ohio Music 
Education Association (OMEA) District 14 Junior 
High Honor Band, Honor Orchestra and Honor 
Choir. She was the only student out of over 350 
participants who was selected for all three 
groups.                

Prentosito played second chair oboe at the OMEA 
District 14 Junior High Honor Band concert on 
January 12 at Anderson High School and at the 
OMEA District 14 Junior High Honor Orchestra 
concert on January 18 at Walnut Hills High School. 
She also sang in the OMEA District 14 Junior High 
Honor Choir concert on February 1 at Winton 
Woods High School.    

This is Prentosito’s second year being selected for 
Honor Band and Orchestra, but her first in Honor Choir. She is shown with (l-r) 
Winton Woods Middle School Choir Director Janna Frank, Orchestra Director 
Felipe Morales-Torres and Band Director Matt Buhl. 

 Work to rebuild the grandstand on the visitors’ side of Charlie Fredrick Stadium, 
located behind Winton Woods High School, will begin in March, according to 
Steve Denny, executive director of accountability and business affairs for Winton 
Woods City Schools. “Those bleachers are at the end of their lifespan,” said 
Denny.  

Winton Woods Treasurer Randy Seymour said the district had already budgeted 
the $205,000 needed for the project. The new grandstand will seat 1132, which is 
less than the current seating of 1800. Denny said the new capacity will cover 
95% to 99% of the events run at the stadium. The rebuilding cost is also over 
$90,000 less than the cost of renovating the current grandstand.    

“I wish we didn’t have to do this,” said board member John Pennycuff. “It’s 
$200,000 I’d prefer to put in computers or teacher salaries or things that are 
more directly connected to education. However this is a safety issue that we 
cannot ignore.” 

“Our stadium is a state-of-the art facility that people want to rent for AAU track 
meets and collegiate level soccer games,” Denny said. “This is the final piece to 
completing the stadium construction that began in 2006.”   

Denny said the work should be completed by the end of May. 



 The district is currently accepting preschool applications for the 2014/15 school 
year. Please call 619-2347, ext. 1 for more information. 

 

 Thirteen Winton Woods High 
School art students were 
honored as part of the Scholastic 
Art Contest and will be 
presented with their awards on 
Friday, February 21, at the 
Northern Kentucky Convention 
Center. The students’ work was 
honored in the areas of digital 
photography, drawing and 
painting.  

Gold Key winners were: Anthony 
Bell, DeAshia Causey, David 
Nwafor and Devin Richard. 

Silver Key winner was:  Estephany Madrigal. 

Honorable mentions were: Kourtney Barnes, Sayra Gutierrez, Casey Marlar, 
Sanjay Nelson, Noah Rieman, Devaughn Williams, Kaliyah White and Niesha 
Wright.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Scholastic Art Contest winners from Winton Woods High 
School are: (front, l-r) Estaphany Madrigal, Kourtney Barnes, DeAshia Causey, 
Sayra Gutierrez, Niesha Wright, and Kaliyah White; (standing, l-r) Casey Marlar, 
art teacher Carol Becci-Youngs, Devaughn Williams, Noah Rieman, Devin 
Richard, David Nwafor, Sanjay Nelson, and art teacher Aaron Schmits. Anthony 
Bell is not pictured.  

 Induction ceremonies were held on Thursday, February13, at Winton Woods 
Elementary School for 31 new members of National Elementary Honor Society 
(NEHS), a program that recognizes elementary students for their outstanding 
academic achievement and personal responsibility.  

Students induced into NEHS from Winton Woods Elementary School were: Maria 
Adames, Taylor Bays, Avery Bond, Andralyn Brown, Amber Conner, Terrell 
Croom, Natasha Diaz, Sarah Dirr, Camden Fuller, Leslie Gervacio, Ariana 
Green, Prakriti Gupta, Sheldyn Harris, Emily Hernandez, Nia Hooten, Versah 
Khan, Aitana Lopez, Jeremiah Lyles, Norah Ramahi, Chris-tian Rothan, William 
Rothan, Alana Smith, Lynnea Smith, Taylor Sneed-Jackson, Ashley Soto, Elijah 
Spence, Kayla Spikes, Amyah Thacker, Andrew Thompson, Paris Weems and 
Taylor West.  



 Winton Woods Board of Education member John 
Pennycuff joined more than 750 school board and 
state school board association leaders in 
Washington, D.C., to advocate for strong public 
schools for all students. Pennycuff was in 
Washington to take part in the National School 
Boards Association’s (NSBA) new Advocacy 
Institute, held February 2-4.  

Ohio’s 30 board members also met as a group with 
Senators Sherrod Brown and Rob Portman. 
Pennycuff met individually with Representative 
Steve Chabot, where he obtained Chabot’s 
support for HR 1386, the Local School Board 
Governance and Flexibility Act. 

Resources and funding are significant concerns for 
local school districts, which have seen reductions in their federal and state 
budgets because of across-the-board cuts made last year as a result of 
sequestration. In a day-long visit to Capitol Hill, school board leaders asked 
Congress to accelerate investments in public education that support local efforts 
to continue to raise student achievement and appropriate full funding for Title I 
and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) mandates. 

“Local school boards understand the needs of their communities and schools and 
work to serve the best interests of our school districts,” said Pennycuff. “We need 
Congress and the U.S. Department of Education to work with us to ensure that 
all students are receiving the best education we can provide.” 

 Winton Woods High School's Oscar-winning alumnus Casey Smith stopped at 
the school for a visit recently. In addition to being the art director for the pilot of 
The Blacklist, he was also the art director for the pilot of Person on Interest. 
Smith is now art director for the CBS series Blue Bloods. 

Two Winton Woods High School graduates are part of an upcoming internet-
based series called Scout and Maggie. The series is directed by Stephanie 
Dawson (1994) and co-written by Jessica Vera (1995), aka Scout. Both were part 
of the high school stage and Varsity Ensemble. For more information, go to 
http://www.scoutandmaggie.com/.  
 

 Nineteen students from Winton Woods Middle School participated in this year’s 
OMEA District 14 Junior High Honor Choir. Janna Frank, Winton Woods Middle 
School’s choir director, was the site host for the choir festival, held on January 31 
and February 1 at Winton Woods High School.  

 

http://www.scoutandmaggie.com/


The choir concert’s guest 
conductor was Cheryl West 
from Butler University, who 
is also the director of the 
Indianapolis Children’s 
Choir and a sought-after 
festival guest conductor 
nationwide. Winton Woods 
Middle School’s 
participants were selected 
by Frank for their 
outstanding musicianship, 
maturity, and dedication to 
excellent music making.   

PHOTO CAPTION: OMEA 
Honor Choir members from Winton Woods Middle School were (bottom, l-r) Cari 
Sullivan, Nick Kress, Jordan Braswell, Maria Centrullo, and Aversa Prentosito; 
(second row, l-r) Eliana Washam, Aniya Elliott, Kenny Greer, and Estuardo 
Ramirez; (third row, l-r) Alex Kress, Jordan Clark, Kate Ingram, Keilah Setzer, 
and Zavarri Carr; (back row, l-r) Alena Sears-Whitmire, Angel Higginbottom, 
Taryn Phillips-Smith, Christine Azure, and Carrigan Mills. 

 Kaliyah Israel and Ashley 
McCartney, both juniors at 
Winton Woods High 
School, recently 
experienced some of the 
leadership and ethics 
training developed for 
cadets at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point. 
The training was part of the 
second annual Leadership 
& Ethics Seminar 
sponsored by the West 
Point Society of Cincinnati 
and facilitated by West 
Point graduates from the 
greater Cincinnati area.  

Participants took part in a short workshop to understand and establish 
everyone’s value and beliefs framework and then broke into small groups to 
discuss several situational case studies in which they might find themselves. The 
cases enabled the students to explore their personal values within an ethical 
decision-making model, while helping them develop and internalize a personal 
code of conduct that would make them stronger leaders.  



Guest speakers at the event were University of Cincinnati President Santa Ono 
and Brigadier General Margaret W. Burcham, commander of the Great Lakes & 
Ohio River Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Nearly 150 students and 75 
faculty members from high schools in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana attended the 
event. PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School juniors Kaliyah Israel (left) 
and Ashley McCartney attended the Leadership & Ethics Seminar sponsored by 
the West Point Society of Cincinnati with Winton Woods High  School social 
studies teacher Brian Schultz. 

 The 2014 Winton Woods Community Talent 
Showcase took place on January 19 with 23 
acts featuring performances by students, 
staff, and friends of the district. Showcase 
coordinator Felipe Morales-Torres, orchestra 
director for Winton Woods City Schools, said 
he was impressed with the acts, which 
included singing, dancing, martial arts, 
musical skits, and magic. PHOTO CAPTION: 
Prasaya Henry from Winton Woods Primary 
South was the youngest performer at the 
Winton Woods Community Talent Showcase. 
She did an original dance routine to Katy 
Perry’s “Roar." Photo by Candy Hein. 

 The Springfield Township Arts & Enrichment 
Council has organized a two-day pajama 
party. Starting Tuesday, March 4, kids are 
invited to Bob Evans for a "Kids Eat Free 
Pajama Party." There kids will enjoy a free 
dinner and coloring sheet featuring the 
township’s upcoming free production of 
Sleeping Beauty by Cincinnati's Children's Theater. On Friday, March 7, the Arts 
Council will host the second pajama party at the Grove Banquet Hall. Kids should 
bring in the picture they colored to be hung. The show Sleeping Beauty will begin 
at 7:00 p.m. Afterwards children can meet the actors, and parents are welcome 
to take pictures. Families will also enjoy fresh fruit cups provided by Bob Evans.  
*This event is made possible by generous grant funding from Target and 
promotional support from Bob Evans. 



 

March 5, 2014 

Quote of the week: 
 
Good things come to people who wait, but better things come to those who go out and 
get them.  

~Anonymous 

 

 This year’s hard winter has meant extra “snow days” for students throughout Winton 
Woods City Schools and has led to the Board of Education’s approval of a resolution 
adopting a “calamity day make-up plan.” The new resolution modifies an earlier 
resolution from August 26, 2013, which approved June 2, 3, and 4 as make-days. It 
also requires teachers to create blizzard bags for students by March 14.  

 
“As a result of the resolution, teachers are being instructed to deploy the blizzard 
bags retroactively for the two excess days students have already missed,” said 
Courtney Wilson, executive director of human resources and legal affairs for Winton 
Woods City Schools. “This will happen no later than March 21 and will allow 
students the entire spring break, as well as two full school weeks, to complete the 
work before testing.” 

In an effort to maximize instruction prior to testing, building principals in grades 3-8 
will instruct their teachers to gear the bags towards OAA prep. All teachers are 
required to provide work comparable to the number of hours the teacher would have 
had the student in class. All assignments will be graded and are not optional for 
students. In addition:  
 

 Assignments will be posted on the website by grade level for parents and 
students, with hard copies provided as well.  

 Each building will have a plan to assist students who are unable to complete 
the work at home. Winton Woods High School will have library hours after 
school; Winton Woods Middle School will have after-school help sessions 
with transportation; the elementary schools will use recess to assist students. 
 



The Ohio legislature is contemplating granting school districts anywhere from two to 
four additional calamity days. These may only be used after the board’s calamity 
make-up plan using blizzard bags to make up three days is implemented.   

 Maintaining a 3.3 grade point average and being 

involved in extra-curricular activities has not been easy 

for Maame Afrakoma, a senior at Winton Woods High 

School. “When Maame emigrated from Ghana she was 

faced with many challenges, and she overcame them 

all,” said Byron Trapp, her counselor at the high school. 

“Maame is a wonderful young woman who is driven to 

succeed in school and life.”  

Trapp said it was Afrakoma’s “get-things-done attitude 

and genuine respect for the students and the high 

school itself” that earned her a position as one of the 

high school’s Student Ambassadors. “Maame has been 

a joy to work with. She is smart and confident, yet 

humble and has wisdom beyond her years. I have 

gotten to know how hard she works in school and the 

expectations she has placed on herself. Maame is a one 

of a kind student who cannot be replaced.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School senior Maame Afrakoma is the 

February Gold Star/Kiwanis Student of the Month.  

 Winton Woods City Schools is proud to continue its College and Career Readiness 
Initiative, “Your Future Begins Now,” for anyone who resides in our community or 
attends a school in our community.  The next event, for students in grades 5-12 and 
their parents, is titled “Mapping My Career Path” and is on Thursday, March 6 from 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Middle School. Hope to see you there! 
 

 The third annual Community Day at the Reds event is coming up soon. This is a fun 
event you don’t want to miss! Click the link for more information: 
http://www.wintonwoods.org/docs/2014.good%20catch%20ww%20flyer%202014.rev
ised-8.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/docs/2014.good%20catch%20ww%20flyer%202014.revised-8.pdf
http://www.wintonwoods.org/docs/2014.good%20catch%20ww%20flyer%202014.revised-8.pdf


 Amaya Fox, a fifth grade student at Winton 
Woods Intermediate School, was honored with 
the Kiwanis Character is Key Award for 
trustworthiness at the February 24 Board of 
Education meeting. Her language arts and 
reading teacher Adrienne Scott described Fox as 
“the complete package.” 

In her letter to the board, Scott praised Fox for 
being a hard worker. “She takes meticulous notes 
and is very organized,” Scott said. “Each day 
Amaya makes an effort to learn something new, 
and she always appreciates a challenge. She is 
kind to all of her peers and is always 
conscientious of other feelings.  Amaya is 
trustworthy and respectful to all teachers and 
staff at the intermediate school. She is a total joy 
to have in class. Amaya’s amazing work ethic and wonderful personality are 
examples of a true Warrior.” 

 A number of charitable organizations are benefitting from the generosity of students 
at Winton Woods Middle School with fundraisers that have brought in over 
$2,200.00 this year.  

Since 2004 the school has participated in the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s 
“Pasta for Pennies” fundraiser, 
with $922.00 collected this 
year. “During those fourteen 
years Winton Woods Middle 
School raised $10,405.01 for 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society research,” said Susie 
McGraw, media center 
assistant at the school. 
“Survival rates for some blood 
cancer patients have doubled, 
tripled and even quadrupled, 
and our students and staff feel 
proud to be involved in the 
research that has made that 
happen. We look forward to 
participating in the LLS fundraiser again next year.” 

Collection for the fundraiser started on January 31 and ended on February 21, with 
first bell classes competing to see which class would donate the most money. This 
year students in Janna Frank’s first bell won and will have a luncheon provided by 



Olive Garden. Coming in a close second were students in Gary Giblin’s and Lisa 
Giblin’s first bell classes. They will also participate in the luncheon.   

The school’s humanities classes are working with the Lead2Feed organization and 
are raising funds throughout the rest of the year to donate to several different 
groups. These include: Matthew 25: Ministries, Active Against Hunger, Hunger Relief 
International, Feeding America, S.O.U.L. Ministries, Children’s Hunger Fund, and 
the Freestore Foodbank .  

Other organizations that have benefitted from the hard work and generosity of the 
students and staff at Winton Woods Middle School include: 

 Heavenly Hats – $102.00 

 S.P.C.A. of Hamilton County - $256.15 

 St. Joseph Orphanage - $256.15 

 Hunger Relief International - $562.02 
 

 Winton Woods Elementary School 
students recently had the 
opportunity to interact with adults 
from a variety of careers at the 
school’s annual Career Fair. “Our 
fourth graders were able to speak 
with professionals from fields 
including engineering, chemistry, 
education, police, fire, law and 
cosmetology,” said Principal Kendell 
Dorsey. “We had several local 
businesses represented including 
Procter & Gamble, Avery Dennison, 
Cincinnati State University, 
University of Cincinnati, John M. 
Williams Law Firm, Steven & Regina’s House of Style in Lockland, and the City of 
Forest Park.” 

Students are able to ask about how the professionals chose their careers, who 
influenced that choice, the years of school required, and the elementary class that 
best prepared them for their career.   

 The dance floor was open at Winton Woods Intermediate School as girls showed up 
with their dates to this year’s Daddy Daughter Dance at the school. About 280 
people attended the event , which was sponsored by the Winton Woods Community 
PTA, the Forest Park Fire Department, and the Forest Park Kroger and Walmart.  



The girls dressed in their best, received a flower to 
give away to their dad and had their pictures taken as 
a memento of the evening. “We couldn’t have done 
this without the help of the school’s staff, volunteers 
from the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods 
High School and Forest Chapel church, and Kevin 
and Brenda Foster,” said Jermaine Hill of the Forest 
Park Fire Department.  

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Aveahna Walker and her dad, 
Gregory Walker, enjoy the Daddy Daughter Dance at 
Winton Woods Intermediate School.  

 

 

 Volunteers are needed to assist with the upcoming Woman-to-Woman STEM 
Summit scheduled during the day on Tuesday, March 18. Duties include greeting 
participants in the morning (2-3 volunteers) and serving lunch to the students and 
adult attendees. Serving lunch will require 12-15 volunteers working from 10:45 a.m. 
to 1:15 p.m. All volunteers are welcome to attend the full day, to enjoy this enriching 
program.  
 
The event will take place at Word of Deliverance Family Life Center, 693 Fresno 
Road in Forest Park. To volunteer or for more details, please contact Paula Kuhn by 
Thursday, March 13, at pkuhn16@cinci.rr.com or by phone at 317-5532.  
 

 WWC PTA meetings are held monthly and feature general PTA business, a review 
of activities and events taking place in each of the district’s six school buildings and 
typically a guest speaker. Please consider attending any of our upcoming meetings:  

March 10 @ WW Intermediate School 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Q & A with Interim Principal Jeremy Day and Asst. Principal Linda 
Pavlinac. PTA business meeting to follow. 

April 9 @ WW Primary South 
6:00 – 6:30 p.m., Q & A with Principal Tonya Bray, followed by a PTA business 
meeting. The opening of WWPS’s Fine Arts Night display begins at 6:30 p.m. on this 
evening.  

May 12 @ WWHS, 6:30pm  

Refreshments will be served. Raffle prizes for those in attendance. Children are 
welcome.  

mailto:pkuhn16@cinci.rr.com


WWC PTA is currently looking for volunteers for a variety of tasks and board positions. 
For additional information on volunteer opportunities, please contact Chelsea Nuss at 
chelsnuss@gmail.com or WWC PTA President Evelyn Suesberry at 513.919.6720 or 
esuesberry@yahoo.com. 

  

 

 

 

mailto:chelsnuss@gmail.com
tel:513.919.6720
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March 12, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

If you want to achieve greatness stop asking for permission. ~Anonymous 

 Good C.A.T.C.H., the Forest Park Fire Department and Winton Woods City 
Schools are joining forces to sponsor a Hometown Heroes Wiffle Ball Game on 
Saturday, March 22, at 3:00 p.m. in the Winton Woods High School gymnasium. 
“It is always our goal to find creative ways to connect our community with our 
local school district,”  said Good C.A.T.C.H. President Katrina Rugless. “We want 
to bring local fire and police personnel, teachers, businesses and community 
leaders together to have fun and raise support for academic programming in 
Winton Woods City Schools.”  

The Wiffle Ball Game is a preview event to raise awareness and excitement for 
the Good C.A.T.C.H. Community Day at the Reds on April 14. The Wiffle Ball 
Game is free, with a $3.00 suggested donation, and will include a homerun 
derby. Two $25 gift cards from Buffalo Wild Wings in Forest Park will be given 
away, as well as tickets to the Community Day ballgame, two gift baskets from 
Skyline and more.  

During the wiffle ball game, Good C.A.T.C.H., Winton Woods City Schools and a 
number of community partners are working in collaboration to sponsor a Summer 
Camp and Enrichment Information Fair. The goal of the fair is to promote 
educational opportunities when school is not in session. Organizations who will 
be at the Summer Camp and Enrichment Information Fair include the University 
of Cincinnati’s Emerging Ethnic Engineers (E3), YMCA, Envision Children, Youth 
Motivational Learning Center, Young Rembrandts, Waycross Media Camp, 
Sisters of Nia summer camp program, Star Soccer Club, Cincinnati Dance and 
Movement, and the professional performing company Bi-Okoto.  

For  the Community Day at the Reds, Good C.A.T.C.H has arranged a discount 
for families in the Winton Woods School District and residents and businesses of 
Forest Park, Greenhills and Springfield Township to purchase tickets at 33% 
below the regular price. Ticket sales began March 1, with view-level tickets at 
$12.00 each and mezzanine tickets at $18.00 each. Every ticket sold generates a 



contribution toward the support of academic initiatives for students who reside in 
the Winton Woods School District.   

Tickets for Community Day at the Reds can be purchased at: 

 All Winton Woods schools and board office 

 Youth Motivational Learning, 1116 W. Kemper Road, 45240 

 Forest Park Skyline Chili, 1180 Kemper Meadows Drive, 45240 

 WesBanco, 8670 Winton Road, 45231 

 Cincinnati Dance and Movement, 880 Compton Road, 45231 (5:00 – 8:00 
p.m., Monday – Thursday) 

 Online @ www.goodcatch-cincy.com or  http://www.reds.com/goodcatch 

 For group ticket sales, call 428-1002.  
 

 Members of the 2013 Winton 
Woods Board of Education 
were recognized by the 
southwest region Ohio 
School Boards Association 
(OSBA) for achieving the 
"Gold Level" for Effective 
School Boards at the OSBA 
Spring Conference on 
Tuesday, March 11. Board 
members in 2013 were 
President Tim Cleary, Vice-
President Kim Burns and 
members Cindy Emmert, 
John Pennycuff and Eric 
Thomas.  

The award criteria provides a tool for board self-evaluation and planning that can 
be used throughout the year for ensuring that the work of the board gets done. 
The tool defines specific steps and actions that can be taken by the board to 
meet district goals. These include meeting with local, state and national 
legislators about educational concerns; reviewing school policies and financial 
reports; attending Board development learning sessions; maintaining 
communication with the community; and setting clear standards for student 
performance.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Members of the 2014 Board of Education for Winton Woods 
City Schools will attend the southwest region OSBA Spring Conference. Shown 
are (front, l-r) Jessica Miranda, board member; Kim Burns, board president; Dr. 
Viola Johnson, board member; (back, l-r) John Pennycuff, board member; 
Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton Woods City Schools; Randy 
Seymour, treasurer of Winton Woods City Schools; Tim Cleary, board vice-
president.     

http://www.goodcatch-cincy.com/
http://www.reds.com/goodcatch


 Young women interested in science, technology, engineering and math are the 
target of a one-day conference that Winton Woods City Schools is holding on 
Tuesday, March 18. The district’s second Women’s STEM Summit will give 
select female students “an opportunity to talk with professional women who have 
excelled in math, science, engineering and technology careers, meet with 
representatives from various businesses, colleges and universities and hear from 
noted guest speakers,” said Dr. Terri Socol, the district’s executive director of 
teaching and learning. “Parents of the selected students are also invited so that 
they can learn how to support their daughters’ interests in math, science, 
engineering, and technology.”    

Keynote speakers at the conference are Dr. Alaba Johnson, MD, an internal 
medicine and pediatrics doctor whose practice is in Forest Park, and Dr. 
Rukeyser Thompson, Ph.D., section head for the research and development 
department at Procter & Gamble. Both will share information about their careers, 
including the skills and coursework needed in their jobs, discuss obstacles 
they’ve had to overcome in their field as they share their personal success 
stories, and give suggestions on how students should best present themselves 
for employment opportunities. More the 40 professional women will attend the 
conference as dialogue leaders, eating lunch with the students and talking to 
them about their careers and life paths.    

The young women will also choose two sessions from the following options:  

 “Crafting a Professional Digital ‘Tattoo’” – discussing the 
permanent imprint we leave on the internet; 

 “I Like That Phone App! – designing features of their own app; 

 The Wonderful World of Robots – interactively understanding how 
robots are a part of everyday life; 

 Team Work, Project Management and Legos – understanding how 
critical it is to tap into each member’s skills and talents; 

 Who Runs the World: Girls in STEM – focusing on how to succeed 
in STEM fields as a female; 

 Strategy: Creating a Career Path That Works for You – 
understanding strategic planning to meet your life goals. 
 

The parent session on preparing for college will be led by Winton Woods High 
School counselor Evelyn Gibfried.  

Colleges, universities and businesses in attendance include: Procter & Gamble, 
University of Cincinnati Engineering, Cincinnati State, Sinclair College, Xavier 
University, Northern Kentucky Informatics, Ivy Tech, Race for the Cure, Halter 
Designs, The Christ College of Nursing and Health Science, Forest Park Police 
and Fire Departments and the United States Marine Corp.  

“This day will give the participants exposure to many educational opportunities, 
as well as non-traditional careers,” said Socol.  



 Volunteers are needed to assist with the upcoming Women’s STEM Summit 
scheduled during the day on Tuesday, March 18. Duties include greeting 
participants in the morning and serving lunch to the students and adult attendees 
from 10:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. All volunteers are welcome to attend the full day, to 
enjoy this enriching program. The event will take place at Word of Deliverance 
Family Life Center, 693 Fresno Road in Forest Park. To volunteer or for more 
details, please contact Paula Kuhn by Thursday, March 13, at 
pkuhn16@cinci.rr.com or by phone at 317-5532.  

 Pens were poised for 
fierce writing competition 
as eight students from 
Winton Woods City 
Schools participated in the 
Highlander Invitational, the 
district’s first flash fiction 
contest held at Winton 
Woods Middle School. “In 
the end, it came down to 
three because the judges 
had a very tough time 
deciding,” said Anthony 
Klancar, building substitute 
at Winton Woods Middle 
School and coordinator of 
the event. “The three winners were Conner Muddiman's tirade of selfish nihilism 
and understanding that came too late; Cari Sullivan's calm certainty and 
structural purity amid devastation; and Eden Daniel's poetic grace and dense 
imagery.” 

 
For the competition, entrants had one hour to write a maximum 1000-word story 
based on a surprise prompt. “Everyone involved wrote marvelous stories, 
especially given the constraints they were working under,” said Klancar. “They all 
handled the pressure well and have something to be proud. These are names 
you should keep an eye out for.” 
 
Winners received a free Saturday membership to Millennicon, a local speculative 
fiction convention held March 14-16 in Sharonville, and an author's reading at 
noon on Saturday, March 15 at the convention.  
 
Judges for the event were Maurice Broaddus, author of The Knights of Breton 
Court, Teri A. Jacobs, author of The Void), Steve Saus, owner of Alliteration Ink, 
and Eric Beebe, owner of Post Mortem Press. Contestants at the Highlander 
Invitational were: Eden Daniel, Jorden Denny, Kate Ingram, Zoe Keller, Conner 
Muddiman, David Richardson, Dayanna Rockemore, and Cari Sullivan.  
 

mailto:pkuhn16@cinci.rr.com


The contest was sponsored by the WWMS Headcases, a writing group at the 
school, and Millennicon. 
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Highlander Invitational at Winton Woods Middle 
School are (back, l-r) judge Eric Beebe, winners Cari Sullivan, Conner Muddiman 
and Eden Daniel, and judges Steve Saus, Teri A. Jacobs and Maurice Broaddus. 

 The fourth annual Warriors for the Cause Students vs. Staff Basketball Game 
and Raffle will benefit those in need . “Half of our proceeds will be donated to a 
fund to assist families in need and half will be donated to the American Cancer 
Society,” said WWIS Secretary Genice Peterson, who is helping to coordinate 
the fundraiser. The event will take place on Thursday, March 20, from 6:00-8:00 
p.m. at the school, which is located at 825 Waycross Road in Forest Park.    

Admission to the fundraiser is $2.00 for students and $3.00 for adults. 
Concessions will be available that evening, and there will be several baskets for 
raffle. Raffle tickets are one for $1.00 or eight for $5.00.  

 Congratulations to Winton Woods Primary North 
second grader Grace Eddy, the newest member of 
the Wee Warrior Music Club. Grace was inducted 
into the club for her attendance at the fifth grade 
Cherry Pie Band Concert.  
 

 Tickets for Winton Woods High School’s spring 
musical, Beauty and the Beast, are now available 
for online purchase through the district’s EZpay 
system. Reserved seating for the show is $8.00; 
general admission seating is $7.00. Performances 
are Friday, April 11, and Saturday, April 12, at 8:00 
p.m. in the Winton Woods High School auditorium. 

To order tickets online, go to Winton Woods City 
Schools’ website, www.wintonwoods.org, and click 
on the green box on the left side of the screen—
spring musical tickets. Tickets purchased online will 
not be mailed but will be held at the box office for 
pick-up one hour before the show. The ticket payment number is required for pick 
up.  

Anyone preferring to select their seats for the show may purchase them in 
person, Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., in the high school athletic office. 
All ticket sales are final.  

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


 Twenty students from Winton 
Woods Primary South were 
honored as “bucket fillers” in 
February for their caring and 
kind actions. Chosen by their 
teachers this month were: Alexis 
Hibbard, Kalin Stroud, Kaiya 
Spence, Samantha Davis, Jaida 
Wilson, Anna Zheng, Mariah 
Gaines, Jaiden Sherland, 
Mykayle Bowie, Sydnee Short, 
Taytum Byndon, Joselyn 
Samano, Eva Maria Gervacio, 
Nyela Johnson, Evyn Suesberry, 
Ashly Hernandez, Heaven Hall, 
Rahvier Mack, Brieanna Davis and Hezekiah Hutchinson. 

The students received a certificate, a coupon to be out of uniform for one day, a 
pizza lunch with Principal Tonya Bray, and a Bucket Fillers t-shirt.  

PHOTO CAPTION: February’s “Bucket Fillers” at Winton Woods Primary South 
with Principal Tonya Bray. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  

 Eighteen students from Winton Woods Primary were honored in February for 
displaying the character trait of citizenship. They were: Jorge Ruiz Garcia, Kalin 
Stroud, David Croff, Marlen Gonzales Davila, Kaidence Riggs, Kaiya Spence, 
Hannah Murvin, Hannah Bowman, Jaiden Sherland, Nischal Dulal, Bintu 
Washington, Yery Roblero, Edrickson Andon, Hannah Bateman, Devin Smith, 
David Bragg, Rahvier Mack and Brieanna Davis.  
 
 

 Ten second grade boys from 
Winton Woods Primary North 
participated in this year’s 
Cincinnati Boychoir Festival on 
February 23. Taking part in the 
event were (back, l-r) Sakhai 
Talley, Cameron Kennedy, Seth 
Doughman, Trevor Hatfield, 
Marcus Miller, William West; 
(front, l-r) Deacon Buhl, Donovan 
Samelak, Connor Beierle, and 
Dominic Cole. Many of these 
boys are also members of the 
Winton Woods Primary North 
choir, the North Notes. 
 



 The Winton Woods High School track team will be holding a pancake breakfast 
fundraiser at Beef O Brady’s, located at 370 Glensprings Dr. in Springdale, on 
Saturday, March 15, from 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $5 and can be 
purchased from any track athlete or by contacting the athletic office at 619-2422. 
 

 The U.S. Department of Education has highlighted the Academy of Global 
Studies @ Winton Woods High School in an online article about innovative 
schools in Ohio. Several AGS students were interviewed for the article, which 
prominently features photos taken by AGS math teacher Chris Rost of Winton 
Woods students at work.  

“It is great to get national attention surrounding what we are doing in our 
program,” said AGS Coordinator Kevin Jones. “Everyone has worked hard to 
accomplish all we have in the three years that our program has been in 
operation.” 

The article focuses on Ohio schools that have won state grants in the past two 
years that were set in motion by Ohio’s Race to the Top program. The grants 
enabled the schools to adopt one of five innovative school design models 
endorsed by the state: Asia Society, Early College High School Initiative, Ohio 
STEM Learning Network, New Tech Network and Advancement via Individual 
Determination (AVID).  

The article can be found at: https://www.ed.gov/edblogs/progress/2014/02/ohios-
new-school-models-spur-innovation/.  
 

 Winton Woods City Schools’ unbroken string of qualifying for Ohio Music 
Education Association (OMEA) state level competition continues with the recent 
superior ratings earned by Varsity Ensemble, Women’s Choir and Men’s Choir at 
OMEA District XIV Band and Choir Contest on Saturday, March 8.  

“It is my honor to share that the choirs have continued their unbroken string of 
qualifying an ensemble for state-level contest for the past 38 plus consecutive 
years,” said Dave Bell, the head of Winton Woods High School’s choir 
department. “Additionally, this is the first time we have ever qualified a men's 
choir ensemble that meets as a class. The last time Winton Woods qualified a 
men's choir for OMEA State Contest was in 1993, and it was a compilation of the 
men from Freshman Chorus, Concert Choir and Varsity Ensemble. This is also 
the second year in a row for a superior rating for our women’s choir.”   
  
Winton Woods High School’s ratings at OMEA high school events over the past 
two weeks were:  

Superior or #1 Rating 

Class AA ‐ Varsity Ensemble, Dave Bell and Elizabeth Hannah, conductors 

Class C - Women’s Choir, Elizabeth Hannah and Dave Bell, conductors  

https://www.ed.gov/edblogs/progress/2014/02/ohios-new-school-models-spur-innovation/
https://www.ed.gov/edblogs/progress/2014/02/ohios-new-school-models-spur-innovation/


Class C - Men’s Choir, Dave Bell and Elizabeth Hannah, conductors 

Outstanding or #2 Rating 

Class A ‐ Symphonic Band, Dani Ashbrook, conductor 

Good or #3 Rating 

Class C – Concert Band, Mike Schultz and Matt Buhl, conductors 

Class B – String Orchestra, Felipe Morales-Torres, conductor 

Comments Only 

Class B - Concert Choir, Dave Bell and Elizabeth Hannah, conductors 

The class refers to the level of music difficulty and ranges from AA, which is the 
hardest level, to class D, which is the easiest. OMEA State Contest is the 
weekend of May 2-3. Southwest Ohio choirs will compete at Eaton, Ohio. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

March 19, 2014 

Quote of the week: 
 
Things work out best for those who make the best of how things work out.  

~John Wooden 

 As public schools in Ohio and around the country implement new learning 
standards, they are also required to use new assessments that are aligned with 
those standards. 

This spring Winton Woods City Schools will be field testing these new 
assessments with some students in grades three through eight, to measure our 
readiness to begin using them. 

For these field tests, scores for students and their schools will not be reported. 
The field tests will help ensure that test questions are aligned to the content 
areas they cover and are appropriate to assess students' learning. In addition, 
they will enable our schools' technology infrastructure to be tested before results 
count for students, teachers or schools.  

Most, though not all, of the tests will be taken online during this field test. As we 
make the shift to doing almost all assessments online, we need to make sure our 
schools are prepared in terms of proctoring requirements, technology, testing 
security, and data communications. This is a major shift in assessment approach 
and requires a great deal of planning and coordination.  

The tests in English/Language Arts and in Mathematics are being developed by 
the Partnership for Assessment for College and Careers (PARCC), a group of 17 
states, including Ohio, that are working together to create new tests aligned with 
new learning standards. The tests in Science and Social Studies are being 
developed by the Ohio Department of Education with AIR (the American Institute 
for Research), the test vendor that currently provides the Ohio Achievement 
Assessments (OAA) and Ohio Graduation Tests (OGT). All of these new 
assessments are scheduled to be administered online next school year (2014-
15) and will replace the written OAA.  

We use different kinds of testing to measure how much each student is learning 
and how much a student progresses over time. Testing also plays a major role in 
helping teachers know which areas a student has mastered and which still need 



more work. Testing provides valuable information about achievement and 
progress to students and their families. 

The field test of these new assessments will begin in late March. Specific testing 
dates for each school, grade and subject will be provided by each school. 

 Good C.A.T.C.H., the Forest Park Fire Department and Winton Woods City 
Schools are joining forces to sponsor a Hometown Heroes Wiffle Ball Game on 
Saturday, March 22, at 3:00 p.m. in the Winton Woods High School gymnasium. 
The Wiffle Ball Game is a preview event to raise awareness and excitement for 
the Good C.A.T.C.H. Community Day at the Reds on April 14. The Wiffle Ball 
Game is free, with a $3.00 suggested donation, and will include a homerun derby 
and an appearance by Mr. Redlegs. Giveaways include gift cards from Buffalo 
Wild Wings in Forest Park, tickets to the Community Day ballgame, and Skyline 
gift baskets. During the wiffle ball game, Good C.A.T.C.H., Winton Woods City 
Schools and a number of community partners are working in collaboration to 
sponsor a Summer Camp and Enrichment Information Fair. The goal of the fair is 
to promote educational opportunities when school is not in session. You don’t 
want to miss this event. Come on out and join in the fun! 

 Questions about Blizzard Bags? For detailed information, visit our website at 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/content_page.aspx?cid=1570 . Assignments for all 

schools will be posted soon.   

 Enrollment is now open for both kindergarten and preschool classes in Winton 
Woods City Schools for the 2014-2015 school year. Enrollment takes place at the 
district’s enrollment center, located at 8 Enfield Street in the rear of the Greenhills 
Community Building. Office hours at the center are Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m.   

Students entering kindergarten must be five years old on or before August 1, 
2014, to be eligible.  

Students entering preschool must be potty trained and must be three years old 
by July 31, 2014, through five years old. Preschool tuition is $120.00 per month, 
and enrollment is limited. 

Please call the Winton Woods Enrollment Center at 619-2360 for more 
information. Only custodial/residential parents or legal guardians may enroll a 
child in school. 

 Selected female students from 
Winton Woods High School took 
part in this year's Women’s 
STEM Summit on Tuesday, 
March 18, and were given the 
opportunity to learn more about 
careers in math, science, 
engineering and technology. 
Keynote speakers at the 
conference are Dr. Alaba 
Johnson, MD, an internal 
medicine and pediatrics doctor 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/content_page.aspx?cid=1570


whose practice is in Forest Park, and Dr. Rukeyser Thompson, Ph.D., section 
head for the research and development department at Procter & Gamble. In 
addition, more than 40 professional women attended the conference as dialogue 
leaders, eating lunch with the students and talking to them about their careers 
and life paths.    

The young women were able to choose two sessions from the following options:  

 “Crafting a Professional Digital ‘Tattoo’” – discussing the permanent 
imprint we leave on the internet; 

 “I Like That Phone App! – designing features of their own app; 

 The Wonderful World of Robots – interactively understanding how robots 
are a part of everyday life; 

 Team Work, Project Management and Legos – understanding how critical 
it is to tap into each member’s skills and talents; 

 Who Runs the World: Girls in STEM – focusing on how to succeed in 
STEM fields as a female; 

 Strategy: Creating a Career Path That Works for You – understanding 
strategic planning to meet your life goals. 
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Whitney Gaskins, a Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
Cincinnati studying biomedical engineering with a focus on engineering 
education, discusses how to 
succeed in STEM fields as a 
woman.  

 Newly-signed Cincinnati Bengals 
linebacker Vinny Rey continues his 
work with students in the Winton 
Woods School district through his 
involvement with Envision Children 
at Winton Woods Intermediate 
School. Rey was at WWIS on March 
13, working with students to refresh 
their math skills.   

 

 The annual Winter Sports Awards 
ceremony was held at Winton Woods High School on Monday, March 11, to honor 
those athletes participating in boys and girls basketball, boys and girls bowling, 
swimming, wrestling, cheerleading and Academic Quiz Team. Specials awards 
given out that evening include:     

Girls Basketball 
Most Valuable Player – Tyra James and Imani Partlow 
Most Improved Player – Mekai White 
Warrior Award – E’yonni Tompkins 
Most Valuable Defensive Player – Vanitra Primus 
Most Valuable Offensive Player – Tyra James 
Chairlady of the Boards – Imani Partlow 
6th Woman Award – Vanitra Primus                         



 

Boys Basketball 
Offensive MVP – Ronnie Rousseau 
Defensive MVP – Mike Edwards 
Warrior Award – Shemar Hooks and Devon Goodson 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Kevin Austin 
Newcomer of the Year – Jordan Robinson 
Chairman of the Boards – George Brown and Kayode Daboiku 
Most Improved – Martin Jones                                     

Cheerleading 
Most Valuable Cheerleader – J’Leah Brown 
Most Improved Cheerleader – Jazmin Edwards 
Warrior Award – Bri’ana Williams 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Cierra Croff 
Most Spirited – Gabrielle Johnson 

Wrestling 
Most Valuable – Oliver Contreras 
Most Improved – Jaymes Robinson 
Warrior Award – Mashallah Corbett 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Lorenzo Gist 
Most Takedowns – Austin Barrett 
Most Wins – Oliver Contreras 
Most Pins – Oliver Contreras                         

Girls Bowling 
Most Valuable Bowler – Autumn Adams 
Most Improved Bowler – Aaliyah Scott 

Boys Bowling 
Most Valuable Bowler – Alex Kuhn 
Most Improved Bowler – Lewis Wolke 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Matt Berte 

Swimming 
Most Valuable Swimmer – Eric Behrendt 
Most Improved Swimmer – Grace Kent 
Warrior Award – Allison Holtman and Maddie Kelly 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Cameron Hopkins and Phillip Wolke 

Academic Quiz Team 
Blue Award - Ezra Owita 
Green Award - Jordan Leary 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School wrestling coach Jason Dean is 
shown with Lorenzo Gist, winner of this year’s Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship 
Award for wrestling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thanks to a grant from The Motz Group and the Cincinnati Reds, the baseball field 
at Winton Woods High School will receive a makeover on Friday, March 21. “The 
condition of our baseball field is not the best, so to get a grant of this nature is huge,” 
said Winton Woods High School Athletic Director Dwight Campbell. “Our new 
baseball coach Brad Cimino, his players, and the parents of the players are excited 
about the pending improvements.”   

 
The grant donation includes:  

 a complete infield makeover, including re-excavating and crowning the entire 
infield 

 new sod 

 a new pitcher’s mound and batter’s box 

 new bases and new plate/pitching rubber 

 new benches 

 the dugouts will be re-painted 

 the backstop will be repaired. 
 
“Improving the baseball field can mean fewer games cancelled due to wet field 
conditions,” said Campbell. “In its current state, the baseball field drains slowly and 
puddles of water collect after it rains.” Steve Denny, executive director of 
accountability and business affairs for the district said the grant “was a complete and 
pleasant surprise to the district. Receiving a grant like this is a financial windfall to 
the district and a benefit to our student athletes as well.”  

The equipment and 35-40 workers will arrive at Winton Woods’ baseball field just 
after 8:00 a.m. on March 21, and all the work will be completed in a single day as a 
community service. The rain date for the project is April 18.   
  
“A huge thanks goes to parent Gregg Schramm for securing this opportunity for the 
district,” said Campbell. “This will be a great jumpstart to a new season for the 
Winton Woods baseball program.” 
 



 Winton Woods Intermediate School's Recycling & Environmental Club needs your 
cans! The club is having a fundraiser to benefit St. Jude's Children's Research 
Hospital and is collecting aluminum drink cans for recycling. "Our Earth Day goal  is 
to keep 28,000 cans out of the landfill," said sponsor Sharon Greene. Have a heart. 
Don't pitch your cans. Crush them, save them and bring them to Winton Woods 
Intermediate School at 825 Waycross Road in Forest Park. This fundraiser runs from 
March 10-April 17. This year's Earth Day is April 22.    

 Congratulations to Winton Woods High School graduate Tiffany Peterson, who was 
honored at the University of Cincinnati as Miss Kuamka 2014. The competition was 
sponsored by the university's African American Cultural and Resource Center 
(AACRC) and involved an essay contest, interview process, impromptu question and 
answer session and talent competition. Peterson received a $200 book scholarship 
from the AACRA and free participation in the AACRC's spring break tour of 
historically African American colleges and universities. Kuamka is Swahili for "in the 
beginning."   

  

 

 



 

 

April 2, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Don’t say you don’t have enough time. You have exactly the same number of hours per 
day that were given to Helen Keller, Louis Pasteur, Michelangelo, Mother Teresa, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson and Albert Einstein.   

H. Jackson Brown, Jr.  

 

 Winton Woods City Schools is proud to continue our College and Career 
Readiness Initiative, “Your Future Begins Now,” for anyone who resides in our 
community or attends a school in our community. This next event, for students in 
grades 5-12 and their parents, is titled “Financing My Career Journey” with 
special guest speaker Kristi Hodges from Miami University Hamilton’s 
Admissions and Financial Aid Department. This one hour presentation will have 
information including the financial aid process, subsidized and unsubsidized 
loans, Parent PLUS loans, need based and merit based aid, scholarships, and a 
timeline of the financial aid process and for completing the FAFSA online forms. 
Join us for this valuable event on Thursday, April 3, from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. at 
Winton Woods High School. 

 

 The Winton Woods High School band will join in the celebration at Great 
American Ball Park at the third annual Community Day at the Reds, sponsored 
by Good C.A.T.C.H (Collective Achievement Through Connected Hands). The 
Reds play the Pittsburgh Pirates on Monday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m. The event is a 
part of an initiative that supports various academic programs throughout the 
neighborhoods of Forest Park, Greenhills and Springfield Township.   

Dave Bell, choir director for Winton Woods City Schools for 35 years, will throw 
out the first pitch of the game to Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith. The band will play from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. in section 404, near the Machine 
Room.   



Good C.A.T.C.H has arranged a discount for families in the Winton Woods 
School District and residents and businesses of Forest Park, Greenhills and 
Springfield Township to purchase tickets for the game at 33% below the regular 
price. View-level tickets are $12.00 each (reg. $18.00) and mezzanine tickets at 
$18.00 each (reg. $27.00). Every ticket sold generates a contribution toward the 
support of academic initiatives for students who reside in the Winton Woods 
School District.   

Tickets for this event can be purchased at: 

 All Winton Woods schools and board office 

 Youth Motivational Learning, 1116 W. Kemper Road, 45240 

 Forest Park Skyline Chili, 1180 Kemper Meadows Drive, 45240 

 WesBanco, 8670 Winton Road, 45231 

 Cincinnati Dance and Movement, 880 Compton Road, 45231 (5:00 – 8:00 
p.m., Monday – Thursday) 

 Online @ www.goodcatch-cincy.com or  http://www.reds.com/goodcatch 

 For group ticket sales, call 428-1002. 
 

 Questions about Blizzard Bags? For detailed information, visit our website at 
http://www.wintonwoods.org/content_page.aspx?cid=1570. 
 

 Performances of this year’s spring 
musical at Winton Woods High School, 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, are 
Friday, April 11, and Saturday, April 
12, at 8:00 p.m. in the Winton Woods 
High School auditorium. Tickets are 
$8.00 for reserved seating and $7 for 
general admission.  

Tickets are now available for online 
purchase through the district’s EZpay 
system. To order tickets online, go to 
Winton Woods City Schools’ website, 
www.wintonwoods.org, and click on 
the green box on the left side of the 
screen—spring musical tickets. Tickets 
purchased online will not be mailed but 
will be held at the box office for pick-up 
one hour before the show. The ticket payment number is required for pick up. 
Anyone preferring to select their seats for the show may purchase them in 
person, Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., in the high school athletic office. 
All ticket sales are final.  

The musical is family friendly, and it features songs from the animated version 
like “Be Our Guest” and “Beauty and the Beast,” but it also includes two songs 
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not in the film. “Home” is Belle’s song expressing her wish to switch places with 
her father, who is imprisoned in the castle with the Beast, while the Beast sings a 
new song called “If I Can’t Love Her.”  

The drama director for the show is Michelle Kozlowski, musical director is 
Elizabeth Hannah, assistant musical director is Dave Bell, technical director is 
Larry Day, choreographer is Melody Nordmoe, and the orchestra conductor is 
Felipe Morales-Torres.  
 

 The Winton Woods High School 
baseball field is sporting a new 
look through a generous 
donation of time, muscle and 
equipment from the Motz Group 
and the Cincinnati Reds. A 
team of workers arrived early 
on Friday, April 21, and worked 
throughout the day to renovate 
the field. The renovation 
included: a complete infield 
makeover, including re-
excavating and crowning the 
entire infield; new sod; a new 
pitcher’s mound and batter’s box; new bases and new plate/pitching rubber; new 
benches; re-painted dugouts; and repair to the backstop. Parent and athletic 
booster Greg Schramm was responsible for securing this opportunity for the 
district, which will be a great jumpstart to a new season for the Winton Woods 
baseball program.  
 
The Schramm family will be honored at the season’s first baseball game on 
Wednesday, April 2, versus Seven Hills at 4:30 p.m., weather permitting.   

 Waycross will once again be offering summer workshops for area youth. These 
nine week, eleven session workshops, led by Cincinnati filmmaker Bob Leibold, 
will introduce students in grades 6 - 12 to the process of film making. The 
students will create a short film (between 5-10 minutes), complete with credits 
and soundtrack, while learning the fundamentals of how films are created. 

This is a hands-on workshop. The process will begin in the concept stage where 
the students will create rounded characters, determine a plot and follow a 
storyline. Based on these parameters, the students will write a script with the 
help of our workshop leaders. Once the script has been written, the students will 
serve as cast and crew. After the filming has been completed, interested 
students will assist in the editing process. The workshop will conclude with a 
premier party for friends and family, with each student receiving a DVD copy of 
the completed project. 



This is an opportunity for kids to be exposed to several new skills in a fun 
environment and to have a tangible result to show teachers, college admissions 
officers, and family. 

The workshop for grades 9-12 will be held on Wednesday Mornings, 10 AM - 1 
PM, from June 18 - August 6. Sessions will also be held on Thursday Mornings - 
June 26 and July 24. 

The workshop for grades 6-8 will be held on Wednesday Afternoons, 2 PM- 5 
PM, from June 18 - August 6. Sessions will also be held on Thursday Mornings - 
June 26 and July 24. 

A premiere party for students in both workshops and their families will be held on 
Friday, August 22 at 6 PM. 

There is a registration fee of $110 for this Workshop. To register for the summer 
workshops, go to our Workshop Registration Page -
 http://www.waycross.tv/summercamp.html  For more information, contact Chip 
Bergquist at 825-2429 or chip@waycross.org. 

Waycross Community Media coordinates community media for Forest Park, 
Greenhills, Colerain Township and Springfield Township.  Anyone wishing to 
learn more about Waycross Community Media, production workshops, 
programming or volunteer opportunities may call the media center at 825-2429 or 
visit www.waycross.tv. 
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April 9, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that little extra.            – Unknown 

 

 The Blizzard Bag Resolution passed by the Winton Woods Board of Education 
relieved any obligation to make up school days in June. Therefore, there is no 
extension to the 2013-2014 school year for Winton Woods City Schools. The last 
day for students is May 30, 2014, and Teacher Record Day is June 2, 2014. 
Please check with your student's teacher for the exact due date of their blizzard 
bag assignments as the deadlines are quickly approaching.  
 

 Today is the LAST day to buy tickets for the third annual Community Day at the 
Reds, sponsored by Good C.A.T.C.H. The Reds play the Pittsburgh Pirates on 
Monday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m. with the Winton Woods High School band 
performing at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are available in all the school offices, as well as 
the Board of Education office. We hope to see you at the ballpark! 
 

 A literacy partnership between 
Winton Woods Elementary 
School and members of the 
Kiwanis Club of 
Greenhills/Forest Park put a 
copy of the book Pinduli into the 
hands of every third grade 
student at the school. Kiwanis 
members Ann Akeson, Bill 
Nolan, Ron Shapp, Ben Floyd, 
John Pennycuff and Jim Lawler 
visited the school in February to 
distribute the books and meet 
the students. Akeson 
coordinated the event.  



“This is our fifth school year to do this project,” said Lawler. “We started the book 
giveaway with Stellaluna, a great book with an endearing story that still teaches a 
good lesson. In addition it teaches some science and even has a reference in the 
back.” 

This year the group switched the book to Pinduli. “For the past couple of 
years the students would comment that their brothers or sisters had gotten the 
book, Stellaluna, and they already had it at home,” said Lawler. “We did some 
research and found a different but similar book by the same author, Janell 
Cannon.” 

Over the five years the Kiwanis Club has partnered with Winton woods 
Elementary school, the members have given away 1300 books to the third 
graders.    

PHOTO CAPTION: Ann Akeson, a member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Greenhills/Forest Park, talks about the book Pinduli with members of Jen 
Geisler’s class at Winton Woods Elementary School.  

 Plans are under way for the 2014 Senior Reflections evening. Senior Reflections 
is an annual parent-sponsored event at Winton Woods for graduating seniors to 
reflect on their relationships with classmates, family, and the many years leading 
up to graduation. Our program is scheduled for Tuesday, May 27, 7:00 p.m., at 
Forest Chapel United Methodist Church, 680 W. Sharon Road. Due to the nature 
of this event and the size of the location, this program is intended for senior 
students and their parents only. Senior Reflections will last approximately two 
hours and will include: a guest speaker, student speakers, a video show of our 
2014 seniors (from baby pictures through their senior year), music, and 
refreshments.  

Families interested in participating are asked to please complete the attached 
form and return it with the requested items in a large envelope marked "SENIOR 
REFLECTIONS" to the Winton Woods High School office by Wednesday, April 
30. If you have questions, feel free to contact the Reflections Parent Committee 
via email at wwseniors2014@gmail.com.  

Thank you and congratulations!   
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 Thirteen Warrior blue and 
green concrete safety barriers 
went up during spring break 
outside of the Winton Woods 
High School athletic building. 
“Our first concern was for 
student and staff safety,” said 
Steve Denny, executive 
director of accountability and 
business affairs for Winton 
Woods City Schools. “We 
wanted to block vehicular 
traffic egress through that 
area, especially during 
student arrival and dismissal 
times. Arrival is particularly 
concerning since it is dark in the mornings much of the school year.”  

 
Denny said the second reason for installing the barriers was to preserve the 
asphalt surface which “wasn’t designed with a deep base or adequate depth for 
vehicular traffic and extended vehicle parking. And the barriers help with the 
enforcement of the posted no parking signs. This was a fairly cost effective traffic 
safety barrier solution that shows our Warrior spirit.”  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: New safety barriers were installed outside of the Winton 
Woods High School athletic building.  
 

 Ayana Phelps, a senior at Winton Woods High, was 
honored at the district’s March Board of Education 
meeting as the Gold Star/Kiwanis Student of the 
Month for March. “Outgoing, motivated, hardworking, 
intelligent, humble, and personable are just a few 
words that describe Ayana,” said her counselor Evelyn 
Gibfried. “Her dedication and kind personality have 
contributed to her relationships with students and staff 
in our building.”    

Phelps has a 4.24 grade point average and is ranked 
fifth out 282 in her senior class in a rigorous honors 
and AP curriculum. She is a member of National 
Honor Society, serves as a Student Ambassador at 
the high school, and is involved in band, cheerleading, 
Key Club, Student Council, and the Gospel Keys choral group.  

“Ayana strives to take on a challenge by taking on leadership roles, participating 
in extra-curricular activities, and continuing to be on the top her class,” said 



Gibfried. “This shows that she is able to maintain 
balance in her life and is determined to succeed.”    

 When it comes to resourcefulness, Winton Woods 
Primary South Principal Tonya Bray says she hasn’t 
seen many students like second grader Taylin Graham. 
“Taylin has the ability of finding clever ways of 
overcoming difficulties by seeking out resolutions on her 
own,” said Bray. “Many do not know, but Taylin has 
Type 1 diabetes.” In Type 1 diabetes, the body doesn’t 
produce insulin, a hormone needed to convert sugar, 
starches and other food into the energy needed for daily 
life. Insulin therapy and other treatments allow diabetics 
to manage their condition and live long, healthy lives.   
 
“On a daily basis Taylin needs her insulin checked at least 
three times per day, and whenever she feels fatigued or 
unbalanced,” said Bray. “I’ve witnessed Taylin prick 
herself, then check her own blood levels. How amazing for an eight year old.” 
 
Graham was honored as the Kiwanis Character is Key recipient for 
resourcefulness at the March Board of Education meeting. Bray called the 
second grader “one of the most courageous and studious people I know. Taylin 
has handled life’s most difficult situation with an infectious smile and positive 
attitude.” 
 

 Students from Project Success will be traveling to Lawrenceburg, Indiana, to visit 
Ivy Tech Community College on Thursday, April 17, as part of the school’s career 
and college readiness efforts. 
 

 The alternative school will be hosting a special “seniors only” conference night. 
Senior alternative school parents should call 619-2389 to schedule an 
appointment with their student’s teacher. 
 

 The pre-school will hold an open house on April 10 from 5:00 - 8:25 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April 16, 2014 

Quote of the week:  
An eye for an eye only makes the whole world blind. 
                - Ghandi 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools invites district families and community members to a 
meeting to discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools. The 
meetings will be held on: 

 Monday, April 21, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Forest Park Senior Center, 
11555 Winton Road, Forest Park. 

 Monday, May 5, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Greenhills Community 
Building, 8 Enfield Street, Greenhills. 

 Wednesday, May 7, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Primary South, 
825 Lakeridge Drive, Springfield Township. 
 

This information session will also include opportunities to provide feedback to the 
district. Those attending will:  

 learn more about current school facilities. 

 understand the district’s educational needs. 

 discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools.  
 

Passage of a construction bond issue will allow the district to consolidate its six 
schools into two larger campuses, a PK–6 school located in Greenhills on the 
current middle school property and a 7–12 school located in Forest Park on the 
current high school property. This configuration was arrived at after community 
engagement, surveys and focus groups during the 2012-2013 school year.  

 The Winton Woods Educational Foundation (WWEF) and the Winton Woods 
Community PTA are hard at work raising money to continue to fund grants 
throughout the Winton Woods School District, and their latest idea will really get 
people moving. The groups are planning a Zumbathon on Friday, April 25, from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Intermediate School. “Here is a great 
opportunity to help raise funds for our students and have a lot of fun with 



fabulous, fun, energetic instructors,” said LeAnne Montgomery, a member of 
WWEF.    

Those interested in joining in the Zumbathon should contact Montgomery at 619-
2316 or Montgomery.leanne@wintonwoods.org to purchase a ticket. Tax 
deductible tickets are $10. Tickets will also be available at the door.  

Winton Woods Intermediate School is located at 825 Waycross Road in Forest 
Park.  

 We hope everyone who 
attended the Good C.A.T.C.H. 
Reds game on Monday 
evening had a great time! Just 
a reminder that because the 
Reds had 11 strike outs, ticket 
holders are able to receive a 
small, one item pizza from 
LaRosa’s free of charge with 
their ticket stub. Enjoy! 

 Congratulations to Winton 
Woods High School seniors 
Alasha Jackson, Gabrielle 
Johnson and Lorrie Turner 
who were chosen as 2013-
2014 Delta Sigma Theta 
debutantes. The three were formally introduced into society as young ladies on 
Saturday, April 12, at the Cotillion Ball held at the Kingsgate Marriott, and each 
received scholarship funds as selectees. Gabrielle was chosen Ms. 
Congeniality by her fellow debutante sisters.   
 
The Debutante Cotillion Program runs for approximately five months, and its 
mission is to enhance the personal, professional, and civic development of young 
girls in the Cincinnati metro area through workshops, events and rehearsals 
while cultivating scholarship, achievement, self-confidence, grace, and good 
citizenship.  
 

 Greg Schramm’s recent shoulder surgery kept him from throwing out the first 
pitch that inaugurated the newly renovated baseball field at Winton Woods High 
School. Instead, his wife Cindy did the honors, with Greg acting as catcher. Both 
of the Schramms were recognized before the Warriors’ winning baseball game 
against Taft High School on Thursday, April 10, for their part in the baseball field 
renovation. Their son Jack is on the baseball team.    

Greg Schramm applied for a grant through the Cincinnati Reds Community Fund 
for improvements to the ball field, which drained slowly and sported puddles of 
water after it rained. Although the Winton Woods High School field wasn’t 
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chosen, the Reds asked the Motz Group to take on the renovation for their yearly 
community service project. “We do this for a living,” Joe Motz told the baseball 
team on the day of the renovation. “We’ve built sports fields for the Braves, 
Marlins, Orioles and 
Dodgers.” He added that the 
company also did the high 
school’s football field. “It’s 
really cool to bring our whole 
team out and really give 
back. We want you guys to 
enjoy it and win some 
games.”    

First year baseball coach 
Brad Ciminowasielewski—
Coach Cimino to his 
players—called the field’s 
transformation “amazing.” 
He said, “We’re ready to 
rock and roll with it and do 
everything we can. The next step is to get some wins in the book and that will 
help get the community out here.” Ciminowasielewski said the Schramms are 
part of the team’s great parent base who are spreading the word about the good 
things happening with Winton Woods baseball.  

“A huge thanks goes to Greg Schramm for securing this opportunity for the 
district,” said Winton Woods High School Athletic Director Dwight Campbell. 
“This is a great jumpstart to a new season for the Winton Woods baseball 
program.” 
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Cindy and Greg Schramm pose with the Winton Woods High 
School varsity baseball team and coaches just before the first game on the newly 
renovated baseball field.  

 Kendra Jackson, a junior at 
Winton Woods High School, has 
been recognized as a high 
performing participant in the 
National Achievement 

Scholarship Program based on 
her performance on the PSAT. 
This academic competition is 
open to Black American high 
school students who request 
consideration.   

More than 160,000 students 



currently enter the National Achievement Program each year, with 4,700 listed on 
rosters that are sent to admissions officers of U.S. colleges and universities in 
September. A group of 1,600 students will then be designated as semi-finalists 
for Achievement Scholarship awards. The National Achievement Scholarship 
program was initiated in 1964 specifically to honor academically promising Black 
American high school students.   

 A round of applause to the cast, 
crew, members of the pit 
orchestra and directors for an 
amazing production of Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast on Friday, 
April 11, and Saturday, April 12.   

 Band students from Winton 
Woods Middle School 
participated in the Ohio Music 
Education Association (OMEA) 
District XIV Jr. High Solo and 
Ensemble Adjudicated Event on 
Saturday, April 12. Students were 
rated on a scale of: I - Superior, II 
- Excellent, III - Good, IV- Fair, V - Poor.  

 
“This was a great weekend for Winton Woods Middle School’s band students,” 
said Band Director Matt Buhl. “The students worked very hard against an already 
full band schedule, working largely outside of class to attain such great results. It 
was a very rewarding and educational Saturday.” 
 
The results for Winton Woods Middle School students were:     
 
Superior (I): 
  *   Trombone Trio - Darion Hassertt, Jordan Clark, Gracie Harrison 
  *   Trumpet Trio - Dareus Smith, Ramiro Sotelo, Jon Rumph 
  *   Woodwind Trio - Tessa Hoock, Aversa Prentosito, Jordan Braswell 
  *   Clarinet Trio - Leila Adams, Jordan Braswell, Dolly Tubbs 
  *   Clarinet Quartet - Cari Sullivan, Aria Gaines, Brianna Ball, Tia Byrd 
  *   Oboe Solo - Aversa Prentosito 
  *   Clarinet Solo - Cari Sullivan 
 
Excellent (II): 
  *   Woodwind Trio - Angel Higginbottom, Alena Sears-Whitmire, Leila Adams 
  *   Flute Trio - Key'aria Williams, Paige Stout, Hayleigh Vitagliano 
  *   Clarinet Solo - Leila Adams 
  *   Clarinet Solo - Shawndale Arrington 
  *   Clarinet Solo - Carrigan Mills 
  *   Clarinet Solo - Britney Rucker 



  *   Flute Solo - Angel Higginbottom 
 
Good (III): 
  *   Clarinet Trio - Carrigan Mills, Britney Rucker, Shawndale Arrington 
 



 

April 23, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Always do your best.  What you plant now you will harvest later.  

- Og Mandino 
 

 A group of fourth graders from Winton Woods Elementary School will be 
competing in the second annual Envision Children's Jeopardy Academic Bowl on 
Thursday, May 15, at Bond Hill Academy, 1510 California Avenue. The 
competition will take place from 6:00-8:00 p.m. and will be moderated by 
Cincinnati Bengals linebacker Vinny Rey. Special guests will be Bengals player 
Emmanuel Lamur and other team members. Winton Woods Elementary School 
came out a winner last year, so come cheer on our students in this exciting and 
fast paced competition. Admission is free. 
 

 Seventeen students from 
Winton Woods Primary South 
were honored in April for 
displaying the character trait of 
integrity. They were: Daniel 
Mugarura, Reyna Spence, Mya 
Heard, Tyree Byrd, Kaidence 
Riggs, Analeya McKinney, 
Samantha Bunzendahl, Marcus 
Culbreth, Jade Salce, Noah 
Funk, Messiah Ice, Shanya 
Abron, Chris Gonzalez, Ja’hyra 
Jones, Evyn Suesberry, Amari 
Cook, and Grace Lindsay.  

 

 

 
 



 Winton Woods High School 
presented this year’s spring 
musical, Disney's Beauty and 
the Beast, on April 11-12 to 
packed houses. A round of 
applause to our talented 
performers, crew, musicians 
and directors!  
 

 Winton Woods High School 
Class of 2014 Senior 
Reflections  

DUE DATE IS NEXT 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30TH!! 

Plans are under way for the 2014 Senior Reflections evening. Senior Reflections 
is an annual parent-sponsored event at Winton Woods for graduating seniors to 
reflect on their relationships with classmates, family and the many years leading 
up to graduation. Our program is scheduled for Tuesday, May 27th, 7:00 pm, at 
Forest Chapel United Methodist Church, 680 W. Sharon Road. Due to the nature 
of this event and the size of the location, this program is intended for senior 
students and their parents only. Senior Reflections will last approximately two 
hours and will include: a guest speaker, student speakers, a video show of our 
2014 seniors (from baby pictures through their senior year), music, and 
refreshments.  

Families interested in participating are asked to please complete the attached 
form and return it with the requested items in a large envelope marked "SENIOR 
REFLECTIONS" to the WWHS office by Wednesday, April 30th. If you have 
questions, feel free to contact the Reflections Parent Committee via email at 
wwseniors2014@gmail.com.  

Thank you and Congratulations!!  

 Winton Woods Community PTA is at a crossroads. To continue our long standing 
tradition of supporting the students and families within our school community, we 
are currently searching for new executive board members for the 2014-2015 
school year.  
 
Anticipated open board positions may include: president, vice president, 
recording secretary, corresponding secretary, treasurer, and building vice 
presidents. If the positions are not filled by the group’s May 12 meeting, then 
difficult decisions about the future viability of the WWC PTA will be discussed.   
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Parents interested in serving on the PTA board are encouraged to contact a 
current PTA board member: Send an email to WWC PTA at 
wwc.pta@wintonwoods.org, call 513.619.2349 or contact your school’s principal. 

You are also invited to attend the next WWC PTA meeting on May 12, at 5:30 
p.m. in the Winton Woods High School library. Please note this is a change in 
the previously announced start time. 

 
An additional WWC PTA meeting has been scheduled for Monday, June 16, at 
7:00 p.m. at Winton Woods High School.  

On behalf of the entire school community, thank you for your interest and 
support! 

 The second of three meeting opportunities for district families and community 
members to discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools will be 
held on Monday, May 5, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Greenhills Community 
Building, 8 Enfield Street. 

The third (and last) meeting in this series, will be held on Wednesday, May 7, 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Primary South, 825 Lakeridge Drive in 
Springfield Township.   
 
The same information is being presented at all meetings.  

These informational sessions will include opportunities to provide feedback to the 
district. Those attending will: 
•           learn more about current school facilities. 
•           understand the district’s educational needs. 
•           discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools.  

We hope you are able to attend. 
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April 30, 2014 
 
Quote of the week: 

Don’t worry about failures, worry about the chances you miss when you don’t even try.   
          – Jack Canfield 
 
 
 

 Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton Woods 
City Schools, will hold a State of the Schools 
address on Tuesday, May 20, at 6:30 p.m. at Winton 
Woods Intermediate School, 825 Waycross Road in 
Forest Park. Parents, community members, staff and 
business leaders are encouraged to attend.   

“We want to share with our community ideas about the 
district’s future and the opportunities we have for the 
students in Winton Woods City Schools,” said Smith. 
The address will be followed by a question and 
answer session.  

Waycross Community Media will provide a live 
televised feed of the address, which will be 
complemented with a real-time Twitter feed for 
questions and comments. “This will be a first of its 
kind event, and we hope people will join us either in 
person or through social media,” said Corina Denny, the district’s community and 
public engagement coordinator. 

 The second of three meeting opportunities for district families and community 
members to discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools 
will be held on Monday, May 5, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Greenhills Community 
Building, 8 Enfield Street. 



The third (and last) meeting in this series, will be held on Wednesday, May 7, 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Primary South, 825 Lakeridge Dr.  
 
The same information is being presented at all meetings.  

These informational sessions will include opportunities to provide feedback to the 
district. Those attending will:  
• learn more about current school facilities. 
• understand the district’s educational needs. 
• discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools.  

We hope you are able to attend. 

 Winton Woods City Schools’ Performing Arts Boosters presented drama 
scholarships to seniors Rebecca Day and Anthony Thompson at Winton Woods 
High School’s annual drama 
awards on Tuesday, April 22.  

Day played Cogsworth in this 
year’s musical, Beauty and the 
Beast, was the Cat in the Hat in 
Seussical in 2013, and had parts 
in seven shows through high 
school. Thompson played Beast 
in this year’s musical, Beauty and 
the Beast, and was Charlie in the 
fall play, Flowers for Algernon. 
Thompson has been in all eight 
shows throughout his high school 
stage career.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Pictured at the annual drama awards at Winton Woods High 
School are (l-r) Winton Woods High School Drama Director Michelle Kozlowski, 
scholarship recipients Rebecca Day and Anthony Thompson, and Barb Drees, 
second vice president for the Performing Arts Boosters.  

 Plans are under way for the 2014 Senior Reflections evening. Senior Reflections 
is an annual parent-sponsored event at Winton Woods for graduating seniors to 
reflect on their relationships with classmates, family and the many years leading 
up to graduation. Our program is scheduled for Tuesday, May 27, at 7:00 pm at 
Forest Chapel United Methodist Church, 680 W. Sharon Road. Due to the nature 
of this event and the size of the location, this program is intended for senior 
students and their parents only. Senior Reflections will last approximately two 
hours and will include: a guest speaker, student speakers, a video show of our 
2014 seniors (from baby pictures through their senior year), music, and 
refreshments.  



Families interested in participating are asked to please complete the attached 
form and return it with the requested items in a large envelope marked "SENIOR 
REFLECTIONS" to the Winton Woods High School office by Wednesday, April 
30. If you have questions, feel free to contact the Reflections Parent Committee 
via email at wwseniors2014@gmail.com.  

Thank you and congratulations! 

 Winton Woods High School valedictorian Jordan Leary was honored at the 59th 
Annual Kiwanis Student Recognition Luncheon on Tuesday, April 22, at the Twin 
Towers Retirement Community. The 
purpose of this event is to publicly 
honor remarkable and deserving 
students from more than 50 Greater 
Cincinnati public, private, and 
parochial schools. Leary was 
recognized for being an outstanding 
student at Winton Woods High 
School.  

 
Leary is graduating first in her class 
of 289 students with a 4.6 GPA. She 
has earned straight As for all four 
years of high school and will be 
attending the University of 
Cincinnati. The luncheon will air on the Waycross Community Media channel at 
www.waycross.tv and on Youtube on the Waycross Channel.    
 
Leary (right) is shown with Winton Woods High School Counselor Evelyn 
Gibfried.  
 

 This year’s Warriors for the Cause Students vs. Staff Basketball Game and 
Raffle at Winton Woods Intermediate School raised over $638.00. “Half of our 
proceeds will be donated to a fund to assist families in need and half will be 
donated to the American Cancer Society,” said WWIS Secretary Genice 
Peterson, who helped to coordinate the fundraiser.             

Students participating in the event were: Allen Donegan, Mariano Vaca, Jaylin 
Chambers, Jordan Sharpe, Coby Rader, D’Juan Wills, Jevon Thompson, Justin 
Jetter, Khalil Williams, Winton Jackson, Dashawn Clifton, Derrick Frierson, 
Jawan Sharpe, Caleb Tubbs, Malik Manning, James Djangmah, Elisha Jordan, 
Keyonte Dangerfield-Bates, Elijah Byrd, Donaz’ah Durgan, Kaelyn Taylor, 
Destiny Shelton, Emma Webber, Sienna Bailey, Aaniyah Jackson, Shanoah 
Moore, Malikka Lewis, Naomi Hall, Monique Wallace, Essence Drummond, 
Amaya Strong, Stormi Weider and Sarah Apolaya. 
 

mailto:wwseniors2014@gmail.com
http://www.waycross.tv/


WWIS Staff who participated were: Elaine Fuller, Derrick Jenkins, Don Schutte, 
Janet Harden, Kyle Bertrams, Mark Hadaya, Liz Styles, Kristen Rumsey, Holly 
Smith-Conway, Kay Robinson, Isaac Fuller, Heather Hils, Katie Smart and 
Jeremy Day. 
 
Peterson said special thanks goes to Jermaine Hill of the Forest Park Fire 
Department and to staff from the other buildings in the district for their 
participation as well: Dwight Campbell, Candi James, Tamika White, Alena 
Smith, Demarco Kinamore, Antwan Scott and Carlos Tipton.  
 

 Winton Woods Intermediate School's annual “Fantabulous Caregiver’s Day 
Flower Sale” is Tuesday, April 29, through Friday, May 9, and includes potted 
plants and hanging baskets. The sale is a project of the school's Student Council 
Caring and Sharing program. Prices are:  

 

 $2.00 - 4” potted petunias, marigolds, begonias and impatiens 

 $3.00 - Four-packs of petunias, marigolds, impatiens, and begonias 

 $3.00 - 4” potted geraniums 

 $8.00 – 8” hanging baskets of petunias, begonias and impatiens 

 $11.00 - 10” hanging baskets of petunias, begonias and impatiens  

 $13.00 – 10” hanging baskets of geraniums 
 

Order forms are available at the school or on the district website, 
www.wintonwoods.org. For additional information, please call the school office at 
619-2450. WWIS is located at 825 Waycross Road in Forest Park.  
 

 The Forest Park Walmart is continuing its Earth Day partnership with Winton 
Woods City Schools by 
celebrating the day with 
kindergarten students from 
Emily Isaac’s class at Winton 
Woods Primary South. Ten 
Walmart associates visited the 
school on April 23 to plant 
flowers in the front bed with AM 
kindergarten students and to 
plant flowers and seeds in pots 
with the PM kindergarten class. 
The flowers were donated by 
the store.  
 
Visiting Walmart staff members 
were: Dena Dubry, Nathan 
Dubry, Veronica Boling, Terren Parker, Karna Powdyel, Store Manager Brad 
Terry, Michael Rowekamp, Lori Godoy Shirley Isaacs and Craig Reed.     

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


 
Michael Rowekamp, Terren Parker and Karna Powdyel from Walmart are shown 
with Winton Woods kindergarten students Ja'vontae Dudley and Jamyliah 
Anderson. 

  



 

 

May 7, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Education is the mother of leadership.  

 - Wendell Willkie 

 Just a reminder that the third meeting for district families and community 
members to discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools will be 
held on Wednesday, May 7, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Primary 
South, 825 Lakeridge Drive, Springfield Township. 

This meeting will present the same information as the first two meetings.  

This informational session will include opportunities to provide feedback to the 
district. Those attending will:  
• learn more about current school facilities. 
• understand the district’s educational needs. 
• discuss solutions and a possible bond issue for new schools.  

We hope you are able to attend. 
 
Additionally, families and community members who are interested in school 
tours to see the state of the facilities should mark their calendars for Saturday, 
May 17. “We will tour Winton Woods Elementary, Winton Woods Primary South 
and Winton Woods Middle School,” said Corina Denny, community and public 
engagement coordinator for the district. “These sites were selected on the basis 
of their location, grade span and overall condition.”  
 
The tour schedule will be: Winton Woods Elementary School begins at 8:30 a.m.; 
Winton Woods Primary South begins at 9:30 a.m.; Winton Woods Middle School 
begins at 10:30 a.m.  

 



 Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton Woods City Schools, will hold a 
State of the Schools address on Tuesday, May 20, at 6:30 p.m. at Winton 
Woods Intermediate School, 825 Waycross Road in Forest Park. Parents, 
community members, staff and business leaders are encouraged to attend.   

“We want to share with our community ideas about the district’s future and the 
opportunities we have for the students in Winton Woods City Schools,” said 
Smith. The address will be followed by a question and answer session.  

Waycross Community Media will provide a live televised feed of the address, 
which will be complemented with a real-time Twitter feed for questions and 
comments. “This will be a first of its kind event, and we hope people will join us 
either in person or through social media,” said Corina Denny, the district’s 
community and public engagement coordinator. 

 If you ask Sheryl McClung Garner, Katrina Rugless or Carolyn Rutland-White 
why they’ve made such a large investment into Winton Woods City Schools, 
you’ll receive answers that are very similar. All three women care about the 
future of Winton Woods students, and all three share a desire to help those 
students succeed in the classroom and in life. 

“I have a passion for wanting to be instrumental in enhancing the enthusiasm of 
students to excel academically, especially in math and science,” said Rutland-
White, president and founder of Youth Motivational Learning Center (YMLC) in 
Forest Park’s Promenade 
Shopping Center. YMLC, 
founded in 2002, provides free 
after-school academic tutoring, 
mentoring, standardized test 
preparation, college 
preparation, military entrance 
services test prep, and life 
skills training for youth in 
grades six through twelve. “I 
want to be a catalyst that helps 
build confidence and inspires 
our students to pursue 
science, technology, 
engineering and math—
STEM—careers.” 

That passion is shared by Garner, president and founder of Envision Children, an 
educational partner of the district that offers after-school tutoring and summer 
academic enrichment. “I have been tutoring students and providing academic 
enrichment since 1999,” said Garner. “My own children’s success was the initial 
motivator. When they were out of school, I wanted them to be engaged in fun 
learning activities. As I worked on keeping them engaged, I reached out to their 



friends to join the adventure. As my children and the programs grew, I could see 
a clear need for this type of intervention for all children.” Garner founded Envision 
Children in 2009.   

For Katrina Rugless, president of Community Partnership for Collective 
Achievement and a resident of Springfield Township, helping Winton Woods 
students is part of helping her community. “Because our entire community 
benefits when students achieve, we all have a stake in ensuring our students and 
schools are making progress,” said Rugless. “Since we all have a vested interest, 
the question is not ‘Why do I invest?’ but rather ‘Why not?’ I have been blessed 
to have had many individuals invest in me and guide me toward success that I 
feel compelled to do the same for others.” 

It was out of a desire to provide academic resources to Winton Woods students 
and others that Rugless created the Good c.a.t.c.h. (Collective Achievement 
Through Connected Hands) initiative to contribute to student achievement. For 
the past three years, Good c.a.t.c.h. has partnered with the Cincinnati Reds to 
raise over $17,000 in financial support for academic programs, provided 
resources to 283 students, produced over 1500 hours of free tutoring services, 
funded 15 scholarships, sponsored a trip to the zoo and collaborated with the 
Cincinnati Museum Center to bring 200 Winton Woods students to the museum 
for educational programs. “By leveraging local and regional partnerships, GOOD 
c.a.t.c.h. is making education and student achievement a community priority,” 
said Rugless.      

Rutland-White, a former resident of Forest Park for more than 20 years, worked 
in corporate America for 27 years, but said she “always had a passion for 
developing and motivating people to achieve greatness and a desire to give back 
to the community. I took early retirement from the corporate world and 
immediately began volunteering in the Winton Woods High School math 
department as a teacher’s assistant. As a result of ten young men needing a little 
more help after school to improve their math skills, and my relationship with the 
school, this led me to embark on a second career, as founder and president 
of  YMLC.” Since its start-up, YMLC has touched the lives of over 600 students 
and over 100 adults. 

Garner’s initial motivation to help children succeed academically may have been 
because of her own children, but those children are in college now, and she 
hasn’t stopped working. “I continue to do what I do because the return on 
investment is successful children, also known as future successful adults,” she 
said. “Every moment can be a teachable moment. Anytime a student is out of the 
school arena, Envision is there to make academics fun and engaging. We have 
positive test results from this type of interaction, and it continues to be a joy to 
serve our youth.” 

“I believe all students deserve the opportunity to position themselves for success 
in the future by receiving an excellent education,” said Rugless. “By placing 



student achievement and excellence in education as the priority, we have the 
opportunity to develop intentional efforts that positively shape the academic 
landscape of our community and position our communities for progress.” 

“I’m grateful that Ms. Garner, Mrs. Rugless and Ms. Rutland-White have been a 
part of this district for such a long time,” said Winton Woods Superintendent 
Anthony G. Smith. “Year after year they create educational opportunities for our 
students and work to ensure their future success. I know they would keep doing 
what they’re doing without any recognition, but this is our opportunity to let our 
communities know about the way they contribute to this district. We thank them 
for caring about our students.” 

To learn more about Envision Children, GOOD c.a.t.c.h. and Youth Motivational 
Learning Center, go to:  

 Envision Children: www.EnvisionChildren.org   

 GOOD c.a.t.c.h.: www.goodcatch-cincy.com 

 Youth Motivational Learning Center: www.YouthMotivateLC.org 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods City Schools is grateful for the investment in 

its students by (back, l-r) Sheryl McClung Garner, Katrina Rugless and Carolyn 

Rutland-White. They are shown with Winton Woods Intermediate School 

students (l-r) Starr Adams, Jessica Lopez, Stephanie Trubl, Aaliyah Thomas, 

Danny Marlar, Jesse Campbell and Marquize Adams. Photo by Teresa Cleary.  

 Winton Woods High 
School recognized its high 
achieving seniors with an 
Academic Signing Day on 
Thursday, May 1, in the 
school's library. The 
scholars were honored at a 
ceremony reminiscent of 
athletic signing events 
where they announced the 
colleges they applied to, 
where they were accepted, 
and where they had 
chosen to attend. 
Admissions reps were 
there to congratulate their 
new students. Board members, civic officials and community leaders were also in 
attendance. 

This year’s scholars were required to meet two of the following three criteria:  

 earning a grade point average above 3.7 weighted and 3.5 non-weighted 

 earning an honors diploma 

http://www.envisionchildren.org/
http://www.goodcatch-cincy.com/
http://www.youthmotivatelc.org/


 having a composite ACT score of 25 or higher or a composite SAT score 
of 1200 or higher.  

 
Top Scholars will receive special recognition in the graduation program and a 
Top Scholar medal. Because this honor is criterion based, all students meeting 
these criteria will be recognized, and the number of Top Scholars will fluctuate 
from year to year.  
 
Winton Woods High School’s top students for the 2013-2014 school year, and 
the schools they are attending, are (in alphabetical order):   

 Eric Berendt – University of Cincinnati 

 Rebecca Day – Ohio University 

 Miguel Garcia Espinoza – University of Kentucky 

 Allison Holtman – Ohio University 

 Samantha Landis – Thomas More College 

 Jordan Leary (Valedictorian) – University of Cincinnati 

 Sanjay Nelson – University of Cincinnati 

 Lewis Parker (Salutatorian) – North Carolina A&T  

 Ayana Phelps – North Carolina State University 

 Martin Stallworth – University of Cincinnati 

 Anthony Thompson – Miami University 

 Kayla Upthegrove – Northern Kentucky University 

 Tecora Yisrael – University of Cincinnati 
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods City Schools’ Top Scholars for 2014 are 
(front, l-r) Samantha Landis, Valedictorian Jordan Leary, Kayla Upthegrove, 
Miguel Garcia Espinoza, Salutatorian Lewis Parker, Allison Holtman, and Tecora 
Yisrael; (back, l-r) Martin Stallworth, Eric Behrendt, Anthony Thompson, Sanjay 
Nelson, Rebecca Day and Ayana Phelps.    

 The notebook Jennifer Henson 
uses to keep track of the 
students she’s tutoring for 
ACT test preparation is filled 
with information that will help 
each one do better on this 
high stakes college entrance 
test. Its specifically folded 
pages make the notebook 
twice its normal size and are a 
testament to the 500 hours of 
work that Henson, an English 
teacher at Winton Woods High 
School, has put into ACT 
tutoring over the past five 



years. She is the “go to” person for many schools when students need ACT help.  
 

“Each student receives ten hours of one-to-one preparation, with two hours on 
each subject area,” said Henson. “The average improvement I achieve per area 
is three points. Though I’ve had ten students improve their English grade by 
seven points.” 
 
While Henson has a waiting list for her ACT tutoring, students at Winton Woods 
High School will reap the benefit of her knowledge when a nine-week ACT 
course is offered for the 2014-2015 school year. “I know I can make a huge 
difference on our ACT scores,” said Henson. “Starting this course will be the best 
use of my talents in this building.”  
 
Henson said her husband was the one who encouraged her to present the idea 
of an ACT class to district administrators. Both Winton Woods High School 
Principal Dr. Terri Holden and Superintendent Anthony G. Smith were wowed by 
the data Henson showed them. Holden suggested adding a guidance 
component, so that students who take the class will also work with a counselor 
on college readiness.  
 
“A class like this allows me to do more with differentiated instruction,” said 
Henson. “I’ve taken the good stuff from ACT prep books, which I’m constantly 
reading, and learned from the kids I’ve tutored. I ask how they approached a 
problem so I can see how they may have gotten a wrong answer. We’re not just 
taking a test. We’re dialoguing. They help me understand why they picked the 
answer they did.” 
 
Henson said in the past there have been a number of Winton Woods students 
and their parents who have told her they couldn’t afford the cost of ACT tutoring. 
With the assistance of Denise Davenport, an intervention specialist at the high 
school trained by Henson, more students than ever will be helped with this new 
class offering for 2014-2015. Winton Woods High School is also an ACT test site 
next year. 
 
“This has become my passion,” said Henson, who learned recently that she will 
represent the district at this year’s Hamilton County Education Foundation 
Celebrate Excellence awards for teachers. She said she’s looked online and 
found schools who offer individual ACT classes but none that have a prep class 
for the entire test. “There isn’t an opportunity like this anywhere else.”  
 



 It wasn’t seeing the Alps that made the biggest impression on a group of eight 
students from Winton Woods City Schools during their recent spring break trip. It 
was a half-day community service project that they did in a nursing home in the 
small town of Schwanden, 
Switzerland. “This experience 
was fantastic for the students 
and hands-down was their 
favorite part of the trip,” said 
Josh Amstutz, one of the trip’s 
chaperones and a math 
teacher at the Academy of 
Global Studies @ Winton 
Woods High School. “As a 
result of their service, we were 
personally escorted by the 
mayor of the town around the 
area, got a newspaper article 
written about us, and had a 
radio broadcast about our 
experience in Bern, the capital 
of Switzerland.”   

 
The students—Kevin Austin, Jared Beiersdorfer, Maria Holt, Jackson Kramer, 
Alex Kuhn, Matt McNeill, Morgan Strupe, and Jelani Vaughn—moved 
mattresses, cleaned beds, mopped, vacuumed, cleaned the kitchen and even 
planted flowers at the nursing home. They were all impressed with how nice the 
facility was and that the 40 residents had visitors every day. They also enjoyed 
spending time with the residents.  
 
Amstutz has family in Switzerland, so he was able set up some great 
experiences for the students. “I wanted them to experience the history, culture, 
and natural beauty of Switzerland,” he said.  Activities included a trip up into the 
mountains, a cave tour, a planetarium visit, museum tours and a stop at a 
chocolate factory, where everyone spent “way too much money.”     
 
“Switzerland is a very photogenic country,” said Holt. “It looked like a postcard.” 
Her classmates agreed. “It’s cleaner over there,” said Austin. “It’s a beautiful 
country with amazing people and rich culture,” said Kramer.  
 
“Trips like this one to Switzerland and the one some of our students took to 
Costa Rica over spring break with AGS Coordinator Kevin Jones represent the 
great things we are doing at  the Academy of Global Studies,” said Amstutz. 
“We’re committed to providing experiences like this to our students.” 
 
“It opened my eyes to places outside of America,” said Vaughn. “Now I know 
what else there is in the world.” 



 
PHOTO CAPTION: AGS students (l-r) Kevin Austin, Jared Beiersdorfer, Jackson 
Kramer and Maria Holt are shown planting flowers as part of their community 
service at a nursing home in Schwanden, Switzerland. 
 

 Her time on the golf course has paid off for 
Winton Woods High School senior ZeAjiah 
Mooney. Mooney will be attending Brevard 
College in North Carolina next fall on a golf 
scholarship. “I started playing golf when I was 
seven years old for something to do,” said 
Mooney. “I went to a golf camp at that time and 
got my first pair of clubs. I’ve played most years 
since then.” 

 
Mooney, who shoots an 81 on 18 holes from the 
men’s tee, said she hadn’t planned on playing golf 
in high school, but her mom encouraged it. “I 
sprung off junior year,” she said. “I was playing 
well and was the first female from Winton Woods 
to make it to districts. I beat the boys to get there.” 
Mooney didn’t make it to districts this year 
because of playing a bad front nine holes that 
day. “I was nervous,” she admitted. She 
recovered well, and had a good back nine. She 
said Tim Tilton, former Winton Woods High School golf coach, told her once, 
“Lose your nerves and no one out there can beat you.”  
 
Mooney said she “is a mellow, chill person, so golf is the perfect sport for me. My 
strengths are my patience and my confidence. I’m very coachable too. I listen to 
the advice from golfers with more experience.” She describes golf as her 
passion. “I strive to play every day I can.”  
Walden Ponds in Fairfield is Mooney’s favorite course, but it was on the third 
hole at the Greenhills Golf Course that she got her one and only hole-in-one. 
“Most people don’t like that hole at Greenhills,” she said. 
 
Mooney said she had 21 college coaches emailing her, and she visited a few 
campuses, but “Brevard had me as soon as I stepped on campus. It’s in a small 
city, and it’s a polite, quiet campus. It has a mellow vibe. I love that.” 
 
While Mooney wishes that Winton Woods High School had a girl’s golf team, she 
hasn’t let that stop her. “I like playing with the boys, especially when you can beat 
them,” she said.  
 
Mooney is the daughter of Devona and Eric Scott of Forest Park. 
 



 Art students (l-r) Josh Shorter, Alex Ball and 
Autumn Adams from Winton Woods High 
School model the four shoes they created for 
the Vans Custom Culture show customization 
contest. The blank Vans they received were 
decorated to fit one of four themes: art, music, 
action sports and local flavor. The winning 
school receives $50,000 for their art program 
and a chance to have their shoes produced. Art 
student Deashia Causey is not pictured. 

 Sports physicals are available for all Winton 
Woods High School and Middle School students 
on Tuesday, May 27, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Dr. 
Stephen Wilson’s clinic in the Promenade 
Shopping Center, next to Kroger. The cost is 
$20 per student, cash only. The clinic is located 
at 1230 W. Kemper Rd. 
 
 

 The annual Winton Woods Middle School Spring Sing will be this Thursday, May 
8, at 7:00 p.m.at the Winton Woods High School auditorium, a change in 
location. The WWMS Treble Choir, WWMS Men’s Choir and WWMS 24 are 
eager to share contest and popular/contemporary music they have prepared for 
the evening’s festivities. All three of these ensembles will be competing at the 
Music in the Parks Festival hosted by Kings Island and Kings High School on 
Saturday, May 17. Spring Sing will also feature the North Notes Choir from 
Winton Woods Primary North and the Winton Woods Intermediate School  5th-6th 
grade Choir.   
 

 Winton Woods Primary North 
students Trevor Hatfield and Lilly 
Patrick recently attended music 
programs in the district, returned 
with a program from the show, and 
were inducted in the Winton Woods 
Primary North Wee Warrior Music 
Club. Both students are shown 
wearing the t-shirts they received.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 Flowers are brightening the campus of Winton 

Woods Primary South thanks to an Earth Day 
2014 partnership between the school and the 
Forest Park Walmart. Staff from Walmart visited 
the school on Wednesday, April 23, to plant 
flowers in the front bed with AM kindergarten 
students and to plant flowers and seeds in 
decorated containers with the PM kindergarten 
class. The flowers were donated by the store.  

Walmart staff members who took part in the 
Earth Day project were: Dena Dubry, Nathan 
Dubry, Veronica Boling, Terren Parker, Karna 
Powdyel, Store Manager Brad Terry, Michael 
Rowekamp, Lori Godoy, Shirley Isaacs and 
Craig Reed.   
 
Mya Heard looks at the green bean seed in her 
container as she waits for her flowers from 
Walmart staff member Karna Powdyel. 
 

 Are you looking for a great way to keep your kids healthy, active and having fun 
over the summer?  Joining the Greenhills Gators Swim Team is the perfect way, 
and you don’t have to be a seasoned swimmer to join. Registration for the 2014 
swim season continues, and all swimmers ages 5-18 are welcome. For 
information, visit www.greenhillsgators.com. For questions, email 
greenhillsgators@live.com, or call Liz at 851-1150. 

 

 

http://www.greenhillsgators.com/
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May 22, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning 

from failure.  

- C. Powell 

 In what will become a 
twice-yearly event, Winton 
Woods Superintendent 
Anthony G. Smith spoke to 
district families, community 
members, business 
leaders and staff at his 
State of the Schools 
address held on Tuesday, 
May 20, at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School. The 
theme of the event was: 
Where We Are Now, 
Where We Are Going.  

Smith discussed some the 
district’s current 
programs—all day 
kindergarten, gifted and talented education, the Academy of Global Studies, project 
based learning, athletics and the arts—and highlighted academic opportunities at 
each school in the district. In a part of the presentation focused on academic 
achievement, Smith stressed the district’s paradigm shift of educational reform, 
saying, “Educational reform happens when every child moves toward achievement 
and no child is left behind.”   

Changes within the district include:  



 Reinstituting the District Leadership Team (DLT) and adding a DLT 
subcommittee structure to increase stakeholder’s involvement and enhance 
communication as part of the Ohio Improvement Process.  

 Use this year of the online computer tool Naviance at Winton Woods High 
School for college and career planning and the plan to expand the program 7-
12. 

 Adding an AP course entitled Human Geography which introduces students 
to the study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use and alteration of the earth’s surface.  

 Adding a fifth opportunity during summer 2014 for students to pass the Third 
Grade Reading Test.  

 An increase in the fourth quarter athletic GPA eligibility requirement, as 
requested by the members of the high school football team.  

 Rebuilding the visitor grandstand at the athletic stadium and coming in 
$60,000 under budget.  

 Adding 200 Nexus tablets, 790 Dell and Samsung Chromebooks and 
approximately 300 Dell laptops computers. This was in addition to the 
projectors, white boards and wireless internet already installed in all buildings. 

 Restoring the K-6 co-curriculars of art, music and physical education.  

 Eliminating weekly early release, which has proved difficult for families and 
staff,  and scheduling professional development on waiver days for the 2014-
2015 school year.  

 Setting guidelines for parent classroom visits that include: 15 minutes for a 
visit without an appointment; 24-hour notice for visits over 15 minutes; making 
an appointment at the school’s front office if parents would like further 
communication with their child’s teacher; no interruptions during a class visit.  

 Creating a communications team to increase the effectiveness of district 
communications.     

 Hiring a Community and Public Engagement Coordinator to support 
relationship building and community involvement.  

 Updating the community on open enrollment which has led to 153 new 
students for the 2013-2014 school year and generated $780,596 for the 
district. In 2012-2013 there were 138 open enrollment students and $701,911 
generated. This has meant a total of $1,482,507 for the district. 

 Providing a real-time, on-demand translation service called Language Live 
Solutions that connects families to an interpreter to help facilitate 
communication. This grant-funded service is available for all Winton Woods 
schools and departments.  

 
Smith’s next State of the Schools address will take place on August 18 at 6:30 
p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at Winton Woods High School.  

 With summer right around the comer, Winton Woods City Schools is providing 
free breakfast and lunch to children during the summer. The meals will be served 
at Winton Woods Intermediate School, 825 Waycross Road in Forest Park, every 
Monday through Friday, June 2 - August 1, with the exception of July 4. 



Breakfast will be served from 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Lunch will be served from 12:00 - 
1:00 p.m. Everyone 18 years old and younger will be served free of cost, and 
meals must be consumed on the premises.   

This program is funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Each year, the 
U.S.D.A. partners with local organizations like Winton Woods City Schools to 
provide free meals to children when school is out for the summer. For more 
information about the National Summer Food Service Program, visit 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer. Information about this program is also 
available on the district website at www.wintonwoods.org.  
 

 The Winton Woods High School auditorium is now called the David Bell 
Performing Arts Center in honor of the district’s retiring fine arts facilitator and 
high school choir director. “This is an honor beyond words,” said Bell. The 
evening of music awards on May 19 also included a performance by a large 
group of returning chorus alumni. The alumni choir was led by former Winton 
Woods High School Associate Chorus Director Ben Spalding. The group was 
joined by some present choir students and performed “For Good” from the 
musical Wicked and “Old Irish Blessing,” a graduation tradition at the school.  

“This has been my home for the past 32 years, and I have been very fortunate to 
work within this community and with so many wonderful young people, parents 
and dedicated 
educators,” said Bell. 
“Please know how 
grateful I am and how 
much I appreciate the 
honor you have 
extended me. I leave the 
program in the best of 
hands and ask that you 
support the superb staff I 
am leaving in place as 
you have supported me 
over the years. Our kids 
are worth it!” 

PHOTO CAPTION: 
Surrounded by his 
colleagues, David Bell 
sees the plaque naming the Winton Woods High School auditorium the David 
Bell Performing Arts Center. Shown are (l-r) Orchestra Director Felipe Morales-
Torres, WWIS Band Director Mike Schultz, Associate Choir Director Elizabeth 
Hannah, WWMS Band Director Matt Buhl, retiring Winton Woods High School 
Choir Director David Bell and WWHS art teacher Carol Becci-Youngs. WWHS 
Band Director Dani Ashbrook is not shown.  

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer
http://www.wintonwoods.org/


 Winton Woods High 
School Fine Arts 
Facilitator David 
Bell   presented a special 
group of parents with the 
2014 Friends of the Arts 
Award at this year's high 
school music awards on 
Monday, May 19. The 
award goes to parents 
who have supported the 
arts while at Winton 
Woods and whose last 
child in the district is 
graduating. Bell gives the 
award in memory of his 
father, the Reverend 
Vernon Bell, who was a 
friend and supporter of the arts. Shown are (l-r) Renee and Reggie Sylvester, 
Todd Mannira, David Bell, Eileen Mannira, Michael and Debbie Day, Connie Irby 
and Ed Emmert, representing his wife Cindy, who passed away recently. Photo 
by Elise Speeg.   
 

 They seem to appear as if by magic. Suddenly a long row of blue and green 
ribbons honoring Winton Woods High School graduates  lines the fence down 
Winton Road near the 
high school. “I love how 
this turns into the avenue 
of graduates for just one 
week,” said Rogie 
Vollmar, a district 
volunteer and Forest 
Park resident who has 
coordinated the ribbons 
for 21 years. “It’s the 
community saying, 
‘Congratulations!’ It’s not 
the PTA or their mom 
and dad, it’s the people in 
the school community 
and the business 
community telling our 
graduates that we’re proud of them.”  

Vollmar started hanging the ribbons 21 years ago with Stevie Lawler, a former 
speech pathologist for Winton Woods City Schools who passed away in 2003. 
She is now joined each year by helpers Betty Dunn, Karen Kitchen and Elise 



Kitchen. “Elise does all the lettering,” Vollmar said. It’s a job that takes about 15 
hours to complete. 

This year Dale Heidotting from the Winton Woods Education Foundation will join 
the ladies at the ribbon hanging on Saturday, May 24. “We’re like the Easter 
Bunny and Santa Claus,” said Vollmar. “You probably won’t see us, but you’ll 
know we’ve been there.”  

Other schools in the area have copied the ribbon idea and have even asked the 
group to come explain how to implement it, which they’re happy to do. “If you 
don’t celebrate the accomplishments of life, why do it?” Vollmar asked. She 
thankful for the years of support and donations she’s received from the 
community. “And we’re happy to have new volunteers,” she added.   

“After graduation students can come take their ribbon down,” said Vollmar. “It’s 
theirs. If they don’t get there in time, they can get it from me.”  

If you’re interesting in helping with the ribbon project or need to contact Vollmar 
to retrieve your ribbon, she can be reached at J & R Coordinating at 825-8027. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Ready to hang ribbons for the 2014 graduating class at 
Winton Woods High School are (l-r) Karen Kitchen, Elise Kitchen, Rogie Vollmar 
and Betty Dunn. 

 Armelle Kudatsi was honored at the Winton 
Woods Board of Education meeting in April for 
being the Kiwanis Gold Star Student of the 
Month. “I would define Armelle as being a quiet 
leader because she does not boast about her 
success nor does she slack off,” said her 
counselor Evelyn Gibfried. “She is hardworking, 
bright, determined, self-motivated, and mature.”      

Kudatsi, a senior in the Winton Woods School 
District, has attended Scarlet Oaks for the last 
two years studying lodging management and 
hospitality services. She is ranked 43 out of 280 
seniors in her class and currently holds a 3.27 
GPA. She is now a recognized as a certified 
guest service professional and has earned a one-
year certificate in hospitality and tourism 
management. She has also completed a 75-hour 
unpaid internship with the Cincinnati Marriot in 
West Chester, Ohio.   

“Armelle does not shy away from a challenge,” said Gibfried. “ Although she has 
a quiet demeanor, she has taken on leadership positions in her program at 
Scarlet Oaks.” Kudatsi was the Ohio team captain for a year for the International 
Lodging Management Competition and has been a Scarlet Oaks Ambassador, a 



Great Oaks Advocate, a DECA member and has participated in the Girl Scouts 
for America. “With her school involvement and leadership abilities, it is evident 
that Armelle is able to maintain balance in her life. She strives to maintain high 
marks in school and continue to be involved.    She has a passion for academic 
and personal success, and she will make sure that this success is an integral 
part of her college career.” 

 Musicians and singers from Winton Woods 
Middle School are proud of the results they 
brought home from the recent Music in the 
Parks competition at King Island. Three 
ensembles—string orchestra, concert band 
and men’s chorus—received first place. Treble 
choir received second place and the select 
choir 24, received fourth. All five ensembles 
also received ratings of excellent or superior. 
Men’s choir: superior; treble choir, 24, 
orchestra, and concert band: excellent. 
Rankings were determined by grade level and 
student population size. 

  
“Winton Woods continues to be a model of 
musicianship for Cincinnati,” said Felipe 
Morales-Torres, orchestra director for the 
district.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Steven Dumas holds one 
of the trophies won by Winton Woods Middle 
School at the Music in the Park Competition at Kings Island. 

 Third graders in Winton Woods City Schools will now have a fifth chance to pass 
the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA) or an equivalent test that is part of 
Ohio’s new Third Grade Reading Guarantee. The district is adding a Terra Nova 
test on Tuesday, July 1, which is in addition to the summer third grade 
OAA  reading assessment that the state provides on Tuesday, July 8. “The 
district opted to allow another opportunity for our students to pass the test,” said 
Steve Denny, executive director of accountability and business affairs for the 
district. “The stakes are so life changing for a child. We don't want to see even 
one student held back if it can be helped.” 

Fall OAA tests were given in October 2013; spring OAA tests were in April, and 
the Terra Nova Reading Test was May 5. Students who did not pass the three 
previous tests will be offered summer school and the two additional test 
opportunities. “Our summer school program will start on Wednesday, June 4, and 
will take place at Winton Woods Intermediate School,” said Denny. “We have 
space and staffing to serve up to 93 students this summer.”   
 



Students achieving the required score on any of the five reading tests are eligible 
for promotion to fourth grade. Ohio’s new law requires third grade students to 
receive a score of 392 or better on the Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment 
or be retained in third grade. There are some exceptions for some students with 
disabilities and some limited English proficient students.  

 School nurse Lisa Lipp knows exactly who comes to mind when someone says 
the word “integrity,” and that person is 
Winton Woods Primary South first grader 
Ardell Scales. Lipp defines someone with 
integrity as being trustworthy, honest, has 
good morals and is honorable, and Scales 
fits all of those.      

 
“Last year Ardell went through a very difficult 
time in his life,” said Lipp. “Some people who 
go through challenging times can become 
very bitter. They may even use their 
circumstances to avoid responsibilities or to 
obtain special treatment. But Ardell has 
taken the changes in his life with such grace 
and dignity, far better than most adults. Not 
once have I heard him complain about his 
personal challenges.”  
 
Lipp said that Scales always asks me how 
her day is going and speaks to her from his 
heart. “Ardell told me recently that he was 
going to have a good future,” said Lipp. “I agreed but was curious why he made 
the comment. He told me it was because he was a good person. Yes indeed, he 
is a good person with a good 
future in store for him.” 
 

 Winton Woods Primary North 
first grader Jadden Rumph 
recently attended a music 
program in the district, returned 
with a program from the show, 
and were inducted in the 
Winton Woods Primary North 
Wee Warrior Music Club. He is 
shown wearing the t-shirt he 
received.   

 

 



 Save the Date:  The 3rd Annual Winton Woods Educational Foundation 
fundraiser “A Toast to Education” will be on Saturday, September 13, 2014.   

 

 Are you looking for a great way to keep your kids healthy, active and having fun 
over the summer?  Joining the Greenhills Gators Swim Team is the perfect way, 
and you don’t have to be a seasoned swimmer to join. Registration for the 2014 
swim season continues, and all swimmers ages 5-18 are welcome. For 
information, visit www.greenhillsgators.com. For questions, email 
greenhillsgators@live.com, or call Liz at 851-1150. 

 

http://www.greenhillsgators.com/
mailto:greenhillsgators@live.com


 

May 29, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some passion, 
some compassion, some humor, and some style.  
          -- Maya Angelou 

 Because of the success of 
this year’s Community Day 
at the Reds, Katrina 
Rugless, president of Good 
c.a.t.c.h. (Collective 
Achievement Through 
Connected Hands), was able 
to deliver checks to three 
community programs that 
support early literacy, 
tutoring services and 
scholarships. “Together, we 
are making a difference in 
transforming the educational 
landscape of our 
community,” said Rugless. 
“Our community is responsible for generating outstanding results with over 600 
tickets sold and a 30% increase in sponsorships and donations to support our 
efforts to improve student achievement.”  

On April 14, the Good c.a.t.c.h. team hosted its third annual Community Day at 
the Reds, bringing the communities of Forest Park, Greenhills and Springfield 
Township together at Great American Ball Park to enjoy America’s favorite 
pastime and support students and a shared value for academic excellence.  

As a result, a check for $4,000 was awarded to Winton Woods City Schools to 
host an intensive early literacy program in partnership with Envision Children. 
Students in the program receive instruction from highly-qualified teachers who 
provide ongoing, research based curriculum aligned with Ohio’s New Learning 



Standards and best practices in reading pedagogy. “This comprehensive 
program will be instrumental in ensuring students are strong readers and are 
ready for a successful transition into the fourth grade,” said Rugless.  

“Good c.a.t.c.h. will benefit children in our community who most need added 
support and attention,” said Steve Denny, executive director of accountability and 
business affairs for Winton Woods City Schools. “It will be able to extend school 
supplied accelerations to third grade students in need of mastering reading as a 
lifelong skill in an individualized way. This kind of support makes a difference in 
the lives of our children. It matters.” 

Additionally, Good c.a.t.c.h. made a $1,200 investment in tutoring services 
through Youth Motivational Learning Center (YMLC) in Forest Park. The support 
from Good c.a.t.c.h. helps provide tutoring services at no cost for students and 
their families. The funds help YMLC purchase school supplies and provide free 
tutoring, academic enrichment, and Ohio Achievement Assessment preparation 
services. Over 200 students will receive a combination of individual and group 
tutoring services from YMLC staff. 

“The assistance from Good c.a.t.c.h. provides additional financial support to 
expand tutoring services to Winton Woods students and other students within the 
community,” said Carolyn Rutland-White, YMLC’s president and founder. “We 
are fortunate to be a recipient of support from Good c.a.t.c.h. to continue 
providing critical academic services to students. It is through partnerships like 
this that we are able to contribute to student success throughout our community.”  

With the success of this year’s event, Good c.a.t.c.h. will also be able to make a 
contribution to support the Springfield Township Arts Council Summer Program 
and offer an academic scholarship for the first time. Scholarship applications will 
be available in the fall of 2014. 

“Collectively, we have provided direct tutoring services to over 440 students,” 
said Rugless. “These stated outcomes are an example of how our community 
has responded to budget cuts and declining services to elevate the academic 
standing of all students. It is through this tradition that parents, residents, 
businesses and municipal leaders are coming together to make education a 
community priority.”   

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the check presentation to Youth Motivational 
Learning Center are Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith, Good 
c.a.t.c.h. President Katrina Rugless, Winton Woods Board of Education member 
Jessica Miranda and Winton Woods Executive Director of Accountability and 
Business Affairs Steve Denny.   

 Jennifer Henson, an English teacher and yearbook advisor at Winton Woods 
High School, was honored as the district’s outstanding educator at the 2014 
Celebrate Excellence Awards sponsored by the Hamilton County Education 
Foundation.   



 
“Mrs. Henson is knowledgeable in her content area, creative in her approach to 
teaching English, and uses an interdisciplinary approach to her lessons,” said 
Winton Woods High School Principal Dr. Terri Holden. “She holds high 
expectations for her students, and they know it. They rise up to meet her 
challenge. She shows them great respect and values their opinions. She asks 
students to evaluate her lessons via anonymous note cards to find out what they 
liked, disliked, and understood about a lesson.” 

Next year Henson, who is a 
sought-after ACT test preparation 
tutor, will be teaching a nine-
week ACT prep course that she 
proposed and created for Winton 
Woods High School. “Jennifer is a 
true professional,” said Holden. 
“She collaborates with her 
colleagues to plan what is being 
taught in the ninth grade English 
classes, as well as discussing 
and monitoring how students are 
progressing academically and 
how the teaching team might 
differentiate work for student 
success. She makes it her mission to continually grow in her craft and find ways 
to engage her students and teach them well.”    

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School English teacher Jennifer Henson 
was honored as the district’s 2014 outstanding educator at the annual Celebrate 
Excellence Awards. She is shown with award 
presenter Anthony Munoz.   
 

 Winton Woods and Oak Hills High School students 
learned a little more about each other as the two 
schools held a teacher and student exchange at the 
beginning of May. “As part of our high school’s move 
to an all-campus International Studies Schools 
Network school, we initiated the exchange with Oak 
Hills, which is the only other ISSN school in 
Cincinnati,” said Winton Woods High School 
Principal Dr. Terri Holden. “The purpose of the 
exchange was to foster dialogue between the two 
schools about their shared common focus on global 
awareness and education and to break down 
stereotypes and misconceptions students in both 
schools had about each other.” 



On Monday, May 5, five teachers from each high school visited the other school 
for a teacher shadowing day. On Tuesday, May 6, Winton Woods sent 35 
freshman, sophomores and juniors to spend the day at Oak Hills, accompanied 
by two teachers. Then on Thursday, May 8, Oak Hills sent 30 students, 
accompanied by two teachers and their principal, John Stoddard, to Winton 
Woods.  
 
“Students were paired for the day, and the exchange was a huge success,” said 
Holden. “All the students were quite eager to continue this and asked us to 
expand exchanges like this one. One Winton Woods student suggested we do 
week-long exchanges where students stay with each other. Many of them 
discussed doing a joint service project.”   
 
Freshman Celeste Hackmann was one of the Winton Woods students on the 
school’s Student Leadership Committee who were part of the exchange. She 
said she thought it would “help to better the Winton Woods school environment. 
We’re open to many ideas and by going to Oak Hills we saw many new ideas." 
Classmate Zach Mavridoglou agreed. "We are trying to make our school better 
and make it a better environment for learning," he said.  

As part of the ISSN model of learning, students do four things: investigate the 
world, communicate ideas, recognize perspectives and take action. “This 
exchange program fit the adage ‘think globally, act locally,’” said Holden. 
“Students explored their world and are now trying to impact change at the school 
level.” 
 
Winton Woods sophomore David Keeling said the exchange “brought more 
positives to the school and bettered our knowledge as leaders." Winton Woods 
junior Danchelle Fain had a good experience with the exchange program and 
said, “I think we can change the community and our school together."  
 
“Becoming an ISSN campus has expanded the 
innovative things we’re doing here at Winton Woods 
High School,” said Holden. 
 

 Winton Woods High School welcomes Joe Whatley 
as its new associate choir director. Whatley will work 
alongside Elizabeth Hannah, who is the new choir 
director with the retirement of David Bell. Whatley 
comes to the district from Chaminade Julienne 
Catholic High School in Dayton where he has taught 
for the last five years.  
 

 



 Principal Tonya Bray’s vision 
to bring more parents and 
community support into her 
building—Winton Woods 
Primary South in Springfield 
Township—has helped 
create a network of 
volunteers at the school 
called the Wee Warrior 
Supporters. “I know we have 
a wealth of information and 
resources in our district, so 
this was a matter of reaching 
out and asking for the help,” 
Bray said of the newly-formed 
group. “The response has 
been a beautiful thing to see.” 

Bray first turned for help to Rita Bushelman, an occupational therapist at WWPS, 
who took on the project as part of earning her administrator’s license from the 
University of Cincinnati. At first the volunteer group was called Parents as 
Partners. Bushelman said she had an “ah-ha” moment early on when she 
realized “it truly takes a village to raise a child as many of our students are being 
raised with the help of grandparents, relatives, and friends.” That meant that only 
targeting parents for volunteers would not be inclusive. So Wee Warrior 
Supporters was born.    

Bray said the first group of volunteers was recruited through a meet-and-greet 
event at the school. “We have 15 people signed up who have completed their 
background checks and received their binders and badges. Many of them don’t 
have students in the building, but they are willing to tutor students, volunteer in 
the building, provide resources, help with special events and even do work at 
home like cutting out and coloring materials.”  

Volunteers attend monthly meetings where they learn what’s going on in the 
school that needs assistance and what the concerns are in the building. Bray 
said that she’s received more male support than she had anticipated and has 
seen how her male students gravitate to those volunteers. “I didn’t expect this to 
go so well in such a short period of time. It’s an overwhelming feeling to see so 
many people in the building who are willing to help our kids,” said Bray. 

The group has its own website, www.weewarriorsupporters.com, that was 
created by parent Casey Burnette. The site has information about the group, its 
goals and how to get involved at the school.    

Now that the initial vision has been achieved, Bray has set her sights on some 
new goals. “I hope this can grow to other schools in our district,” she said. “And I 

http://www.weewarriorsupporters.com/


hope it continues long after I’m gone. This isn’t about starting a new volunteer 
group. It’s about sustaining it.”  

The Wee Warrior Supporters website, created by Winton Woods Primary South 
parent Casey Burnette, can be found at www.weewarriorsupporters.com. It can 
also be found on the Winton Woods City Schools website via the Winton Woods 
Primary South homepage as a left green tab. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Wee Warrior Supporters is a new group that brings 
volunteers and community support to Winton Woods Primary South in Springfield 
Township. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  
 

This is the last edition of Winton Woods Today, the district's online newsletter, 
for the 2013-2014 school year. Please visit the district website at 

www.wintonwoods.org throughout the summer to learn about the 
achievements of our staff and students and to be updated about district 

events. You can also “like” us on Facebook at wwcsdistrict or follow us on 
Twitter #wwcsdistrict.   

Have a safe and fun filled summer! 
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