
September 11, 2014 

 First responders from
Forest Park, Greenhills and 
Springfield Township joined a 
group of students at Winton 
Woods Middle School for a 9-
11 Remembrance Event on 
Thursday, September 11. The 
students read poems and 
original work, made displays 
and thanked those attending 
for their service. Eighth grader 
Cari Sullivan sang the 
National Anthem. "Thank you 
for your time and dedication to 
help our world be a better and 
safer place to live," said 
eighth grader Mariante 
Matthews. The first 
responders left with goody bags containing thank you notes written by the 
students, flag ribbons, flag stickers, candy, flag bookmarks, and WWMS 
bracelets. 



 A summer partnership between Winton Woods City Schools and Envision
Children increased reading and math scores for pre-kindergarten students in
Envision’s Academic Summer Enrichment Program. “We had a great time with
the students this summer, and they showed great improvements,” said Kim
Lampl of Envision Children, adding that an average of all the pre-K students
increased their reading score by 35% and their math score by 90%.

Patty D’Arcy, director of Student Services for Winton Woods City Schools, said
the summer program was funded with a $10,000 grant given by United Way
Success by 6, a national strategy focused on improving school readiness through
local community change. “I worked with Sheryl Garner, president of Envision
Children, and Stephanie Byrd, director of United Way Success by 6, to secure
the grant so that our preschoolers would be more prepared to enter school
through summer academic opportunities,” said D’Arcy. “Envision has partnered
with Winton Woods City Schools in the past and has demonstrated success with
academic growth.”

“It is important to provide enrichment and support for children during the summer
months so they maintain and develop much needed skills for future success in
school,” said Byrd. “United Way Success By 6 was pleased to help bring the
Envision program to children in the Winton Woods School District.”

Envision Children’s Academic Summer Enrichment Program ran from June 4-
July 25 and was eight weeks of intensive academic engagement program for
children ages 4-10.  “These students showed such a great improvement, it would
be exciting to see what they could accomplish if we were given a longer time
frame to work with them,” said Lampl.

 Five new members will be inducted into the Winton Woods Athletic Hall of Fame
on Friday, September 19, during the Winton Woods Warriors football game
against Thurgood Marshall. This is the Hall of Fame’s thirteenth year. It was
created in 2002 to acknowledge and celebrate the long tradition of athletic
excellence at Forest Park, Greenhills and Winton Woods High Schools.

The newest inductees are: 

 Guy Dilz, soccer, baseball and basketball player at Forest Park High School who
graduated in 1984.

 Gary Prater, football and basketball player at Forest Park High School who
graduated in 1985.

 Bobby Shanklin, wrestler at Greenhills High School who graduated in 1976.

 Don and Elise Speeg, district volunteers since 1991, who have been the official
athletic department photographers for many years.

 Over 80 golfers participated in the second annual Winton Woods Warriors Golf
Outing and raised money to purchase equipment bags and media equipment for
the high school football team. The event, which was coordinated by football
coach Andre Parker and Winton Woods Athletic Booster Kim Sherman, took
place at the Mill Course in Winton Woods Park over the summer.



The winning golf team, 
repeating from last year, was: 
Tim Tilton, Jay Tilton, Ben 
Tilton, and Justin Bolduc. 
Second place winners were: 
Daniel Oliver, Brian Byrne, 
Doug Lumpkin and Jon 
Camp.   

Helping with the event were 
coaches Derrick Jenkins, 
Steve Metz, Joe Pearce, 
Arthur Wilson, Ryan Yards 
and Brad Ciminowasielewski. 
Volunteers included Caley 
Lumpkin, Angela Watson, 
Krisheena Parker, Eloise Richardson, Matt Sherman and Trish Yards. 

This year’s sponsors were: Wellington Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine, 
Morgan Stanley, Beacon Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine, Kingdom Dentistry - 
Monica Swope, Jim Breyer, Craig Filipkowski, Tim Cleary, Act! Up - Jen Henson, 
Bunton Real Estate Company - Lewis Bunton,  Seiferts Sport Center - Pat 
Seifert, T-Shirt Company, Don and Elise Speeg, Matt and Kim Sherman and the 
Winton Woods football coaches.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School football Coach Andre Parker 
stands with the winning foursome at the second annual Winton Woods Warriors 
Golf Outing. Shown are (l-r) Jay Tilton, Tim Tilton, football coach Andre Parker, 
Justin Bolduc and Ben Tilton. Photo by Trish Yards. 



September 17, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Things do not happen. Things are made to happen. - John F. Kennedy

 Winton Woods City Schools will hold a district-wide Curriculum Night on
Tuesday, September 23, in the media center at Winton Woods High school. “The
evening will be broken up into two sessions to
better serve our families,” said Dr. Terri
Holden, the district’s executive director of
teaching and learning. “Students and their
families in kindergarten through grade 6 are
scheduled for 6:00 p.m., and students and
their families in grades 7-12 are scheduled for
7:15 p.m.”

“We want to introduce our families to
Common Core and explain the big differences
in the math and English/language arts
curriculum that they will be seeing,” said
Holden. “We’ll also give them a first look at
the new testing for students.”

The district’s technology department will be
available that evening to sign parents up for
ProgressBook and to answer technology
questions. “We will also be launching our new
mobile app that evening,” said Corina Denny,
the district’s community and public engagement coordinator. “It will enable our
families to access everything from lunch menus to school closing information.”
The app will be free and can be downloaded for Apple and Android devices.

A light dinner will be provided for the first 100 people attending Curriculum Night.
Winton Woods High School is located at 1231 W. Kemper Road in Forest Park.

 Winton Woods Primary South held its annual VIP lunch on Friday, September 12,
and had over 230 parents, grandparents and other relatives stop by to visit and
share a meal with students. From the cafeteria to the playground, families
enjoyed their lunches and their time together.



“Research has shown that when there is on-going parental involvement, student 
achievement increases,” said Tonya Bray, principal at WWPS. “We’re grateful 
that so many family members showed up to support our students.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Enjoying a picnic lunch together on the grounds of Winton 
Woods Primary South in Springfield Township are (l-r) kindergartner Alex Adams, 
mom Sharlee Adams and second grader Andre Adams. Sharlee Adams serves 
as the vice president and membership committee chair of the Winton Woods 
Community PTA. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  

 Thirty people showed up on 
September 12 for mentor 
orientation for Academy of 
Global Studies @ Winton 
Woods High School, ready to 
be involved in the lives of 
students.  “Mentoring is a great 
way to give back to our 
community and to shape the 
leaders of tomorrow,” said 
Assistant Principal Kevin 
Jones, who led the orientation.  
 
The session lasted an hour 
and covered the details of the 
AGS program and mentoring 
responsibilities. Each mentor will work with 7-9 male and female students, all 
freshmen. Two mentors will be assigned to each group to ensure that if one of 
the mentors isn’t available, the other mentor will be able to conduct the session. 
Mentors meet in the lobby of the high school every other Friday from 7:00-7:50 
beginning September 26.    
  
“Mentoring is easy,” said Jones. “You do not have to plan a lesson because each 
mentor is provided with a binder of mentoring activities. You just need to show up 
and share your experiences with your group.” 
 
To learn more, or to volunteer to be an AGS mentor, contact Jones at 619-2426 
or jones.kevin@wintonwoods.org.  
 

 An MVP Card (Mature Valued Patron Card) allows Winton Woods City School 
District residents, age 55 and over, admission to most sporting events, plays and 
musicals (tournaments excluded). Contact Gina Burnett at the Central Office, 
1215 W. Kemper Rd. (619.2300) for more information or to pick up your card. 
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September 25, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Great works are not performed by strength but by perseverance. -- Unknown 

 Nineteen students from Winton
Woods Primary South were
honored through the school's
Character Counts program in
September for displaying the
character trait of responsibility.
They were: Brianna Lopez,
Laila Hattar, Jacqueline
Argueta-Majano, Haille Wilson,
Ivory Tausch, Janyla Thomas,
Jaida Wilson, Alexis Hibbard,
Cassidy Stockmeier, Jamyliah
Anderson, Brianna McWilliams,
Chynnia Thomas, Zyon White,
D'Erica Stiehl, Khy'lek Jarrett,
Samantha Bunzendahl, Mariah
Gaines, Rahvier Mack, and Raymond Santillan.

 Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith didn’t know the names of all the
students at graduation last year, his first with the district, and he didn’t like that
feeling. “I don’t want that to happen again,” he told a group of seniors recently.
That’s part of the reason why Smith started his Lunch with the Superintendent on
Fridays in the high school library. It’s an opportunity for him to meet with a small
group of seniors each week, get to know their names and get their input on ways to
improve the district. Both Smith and former Winton Woods High School Principal Dr.
Terri Holden could see that the lunches would be a great opportunity for the
seniors.

Each week Smith asks the students questions about how prepared they felt for 
college, what their most important academic opportunity at the high school has been 
and what their biggest apprehension is about going to college. The students are 
open with their answers and appreciative of the opportunity to talk one-on-one with 
the man who leads their school district.  



At the most recent lunch, students talked about the difficulty of transitioning from a 
college prep (CP) class one year to an honors class the next and about classes that 
failed to live up to their academic expectations. They also praised their teachers for 
making classes as much like college as possible and for being willing to help when 
students ran into academic trouble.  

All the students agreed that the nine-week ACT Prep class, a new requirement in the 
district, is the smartest class the 
high school has added. Smith 
was pleased, saying teacher 
Jennifer Henson’s class was “the 
best plan we ever came up with.” 
The students also agreed that 
their apprehensions about 
college centered around the 
increase in workload, maintaining 
good study habits, expenses, and 
not knowing what they wanted to 
study. “It’s all you in college,” one 
young man explained to Smith. 

As the superintendent listened, 
he also challenged the seniors to 
talk to freshmen about some of the “slippery slopes” that can be encountered in high 
school—getting behind in class and not focusing on academics—and how they 
overcame those.    

“I want the public to know how serious you are about your education,” Smith told the 
group. “You’ve told me that you want something more demanding, and bravo to you 
for that.”  

Smith’s Lunch with the Superintendent will continue through the school year and will 
include all seniors, including those in Project Success and at Great Oaks Career 
Campuses. The lunch is also a partnership with local restaurants, who provide the 
food and drinks and are invited to stay to get to know the Winton Woods seniors and 
learn more about the district. 

If you are a local restaurateur and are interested in being a part of Winton Woods 
City Schools’ Lunch with the Superintendent on an upcoming Friday, please contact 
Corina Denny, community and public engagement coordinator, at 619-2304 or 
denny.corina@wintonwoods.org. 

 The Community Engagement event at the high school for tonight has been 

cancelled.  
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Oct. 2, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

When you say, "It's hard," it actually means, "I'm not strong enough to fight for it.” Stop 

saying it's hard. Think positive.       – Dakota Meyer  

 The Winton Woods High School band wants to go global with their performances
next year and travel to China in March 2015 for a music exchange with their
sister school in Shanghai. “We have already built so many bridges in the last few
years through cultural exchanges with Jianping High School that this seemed like
a logical next step in creating a global connection for our music students,” said
Band Director Dani Ashbrook.

“Winton Woods High School’s
entire campus is now part of
the International Studies
Schools Network (ISSN) and is
focused on creating global
learners,” said Ashbrook. “This
trip supports those goals in a
real life way.”

The band is trying to raise
$100,000, about two thirds of
what’s needed, to make the
trip affordable to students.
That’s the cost of transporting
and lodging the thirty band
members in China, where they’ll perform in Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai. Without
the additional funds, the cost per students is $3,575, an amount that is
impossible for most of the band students and their families to raise.

Ashbrook has already mailed letters to local companies and foundations, asking
for donations for the trip and emphasizing that her students will be global
ambassadors for the Winton Woods District and the Greater Cincinnati area.
“We’ve also been selling spirit wear and Kona Ice at sporting events and have
plans for additional fundraisers in the upcoming months,” said Ashbrook. “There
will be some restaurant fundraisers and a Christmas concert at Dayspring
Church in Forest Park on Sunday, December 14.”

The trip will include a visit to the Great Wall of China, Tiananmen Square, the
Forbidden City, the Beijing Zoo, the Olympic Stadium and the Terra Cotta
Warriors. Sophomore Jackie Martinez said she loves to travel and learn about
different cultures and is looking forward to this travel opportunity. Senior TyJaye



Capell agreed, adding that he wants to see how Chinese schools and bands 
operate. “We’re looking forward to complete cultural immersion,” said Michael 
Schultz, assistant band director at Winton Woods High School. “Sharing music 
and sharing culture is a great opportunity.”  

Anyone interested in contributing to the band’s China trip should send a check, 
payable to Winton Woods City Schools, to Dani Ashbrook, Winton Woods High 
School, 1231 W. Kemper Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45240. Donations are tax 
deductible and should be marked “China Trip.” Ashbrook said she’s hoping to get 
most donations in by the end of November so that there’s a clear picture of the 
money raised and what’s still needed.   

 The first time Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith met Kendra 
Jackson, he thought she was a senior at the high school. “I met this young lady 
last year, and I was so impressed 
with her,” Smith told those attending 
the September board of education 
meeting. “I was excited because I 
thought she was a senior last year, 
but I’m happy that she was only a 
junior.” 

As Smith read counselor Linda 
Lumpkin’s recommendation of 
Jackson for September’s Kiwanis 
Gold Star Student of the Month 
award, it was easy to see why he 
was happy to have her back for 
another year. “Kendra Jackson is on 
track to be the 2015 valedictorian at 
Winton Woods High School,” Lumpkin wrote. “She currently ranks first in her 
graduating class with a 4.3250 grade point average and is a member of National 
Honor Society.” Jackson’s extra-curricular involvement includes track and field, 
pep and marching bands, and Key Club.    

“Kendra is a very mature, responsible young lady who is active in planning her 
future,” said Lumpkin. “She’s very conscientious with developing and following a 
plan and has taken time to research her career interests, which range from 
engineering to architecture, and prospective college and universities.” Jackson 
even had the opportunity last year to participate in the MSD (Metropolitan Sewer 
District) Internship Program, working in the engineering department. 

“It is certain that based on Kendra’s ability to set goals and her value of 
education, she will be a success,” said Lumpkin.    

PHOTO CAPTION: Greenhills/Forest Park Kiwanis Club member Jim Lawler 
presents Winton Woods High School senior Kendra Jackson with the Kiwanis 
Gold Star Student of the Month award, which included a gift card to Gold Star 
Chili. 

 Seventh and eighth grade band students from Winton Woods Middle School will 
join the Winton Woods High School Marching Band for Band Night on Friday, 
October3. The half-time show will feature the theme music from Mission 



Impossible, Hawaii Five-O, and James Bond. Band Night is an opportunity for 
younger students to perform and interact with high school band members.   
 

 Winton Woods Intermediate 
School is proud to honor its 
September Students of the 
Month.  

De’Eric Hale has been a class 
leader showing others the 
importance of making good 
choices. He takes responsibility 
for his actions and makes 
commitments to do the best he 
can in academic endeavors.  

Tia Jordan is a very caring and 
hard-working student. She 
always has a smile on her face. She is respectful to the teachers, and her 
classmates. Tia takes pride in her work and completes her assignments. She 
does her best to help others in the classroom too. She is a wonderful Warrior.    

Angel Gil Mendez is a very hard worker. He completes all of his assignments 
and participates in class. He follows all classroom and school rules. Angel is a 
very respectful and responsible student. Angel is very quiet but his efforts do not 
go unnoticed. We are proud of his efforts this quarter.    

Faith Augustine has been a positive influence on her classroom since the 
beginning of the school year. She has shown responsibility by keeping up with 
class work and homework, turning in assignments on time, and keeping 
organized throughout the day. Faith shows her classmates respect by being kind 
and helpful. She always has positive comments for others and continually helps 
with understanding difficult material in class. Faith encourages her classmates 
and inspires them to work harder. Faith starts and ends every day with a smile 
and greeting.    

William Rothan is an excellent example of what a Winton Woods Warrior and a 
Musketeer does in order to be successful. It seems that whenever I am looking 
around my room for students who have put away their things, turned in their 
work, or are ready to move to the next class, the student I always seem to notice 
first is William. He is respectful to all the other students and follows directions the 
first time they are given. He always completes his class work and homework, and 
studies for vocabulary tests. William is an asset to my classroom, and I’m thrilled 
to have the opportunity to teach him this year.  

Ahiya Knauls is a model student. She is responsible and always has her 
materials and homework. Ahiya works well with others and is helpful to her 
classmates. She listens and follows directions the first time. Ahiya is a pleasure 
in class.  

Bianca Horner is a model student. She is responsible and always has her 
materials and homework. Bianca works well with others and is helpful to her 
classmates. Bianca listens and follows directions the first time. Bianca is a 
pleasure to have in class.  



Britney Vickers is truly a shining star in the Buckeye pod! She is an active 
participant in class and uses her intellect to be a student peer teacher. Britney is 
kind and over the past couple of weeks she has grown from a shy, quiet student 
to a vocal, enthusiastic one.  

Jordan Sherrill is well liked by his classmates and teachers. He comes ready to 
learn by having all his supplies and follows the classroom and school 
expectations. Jordan is very helpful and takes pride in his educations, school, 
and how he represents himself.  

 Jeff Merrill, athletic director at Winton Woods Middle 
School, has been recognized by the National 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association 
(NIAAA) as a Certified Athletic Administrator. Merrill 
earned this designation by voluntarily taking part in the 
certification process which included an evaluation of his 
educational background, experience and professional 
contributions, and a rigorous, comprehensive written 
exam. The CAA program identifies athletic directors 
nationally who demonstrate a certifiable level of both 
experience and expertise in the field of athletic 
administration.  
 
“I’m proud of those who take the initiative to grow in their 
field and strive to build effective and efficient programs,” 
said Sheri Stice, CMAA, certification program director for 
NIAAA. “I am confident that Jeff is committed to the 
students of Winton Woods and education.”  

Merrill now joins an elite group of interscholastic athletic directors nationwide who 
have attained this level of professionalism and who may use the designation 
“CAA” on business cards and correspondence.  

The NIAAA is a national professional organization consisting of all 50 state 
athletic administrator associations and more than 9,000 individual members. It is 
dedicated to promoting the professional growth of high school athletic 
administrators and preserving the educational nature of interscholastic athletics 
and the place of these programs in the secondary school curriculum. 

 How do you celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of “The Star Spangled 
Banner?” If you’re a student in 
Janna Frank’s general music class at 
Winton Woods Middle School, you 
celebrated by spending the month of 
September researching, animating, 
and critiquing over 100 performances 
of America’s National Anthem.   

“Students not only gleaned a new 
historical perspective of the unique 
story that was the inspiration for the 
poem that later became the lyrics to 



the song, but also got to act as video animators and music critics,” said Frank. 
“And they did this while utilizing some of the new Chromebook technology 
purchased for the school at the end of last year.” 

All projects were submitted electronically, and students were able to present 
them in class. “The unit is an extraordinary example of how classroom music can 
enhance and reinforce the new standards of the Common Core in language arts 
and social studies, cultivate creativity through use of 21st century technology, and 
sharpen personal presentation skills,” said Frank.                                                  

PHOTO CAPTION: Riley Jones, Keiasia Johnson, Jayvon Foster, Alejandra 
Hernandez, Taylor Gordon, Larry Franklin and other students at Winton Woods 
Middle School work hard on their animated Star Spangled Banner project for 
music class. Photo by Janna Frank.  

 October is a month full of free music throughout Winton Woods City Schools, and 
the public is invited to attend. The concert season kicks off at Winton Woods 
Middle School with the fall choir concert on Tuesday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the school auditorium. The concert will feature the seventh grade Treble Choir, 
the eighth grade Treble Choir and the WWMS Men’s Choir. “All the groups will be 
singing beginning repertoire that focuses on breath control, healthy age-
appropriate vocal tone production, and beginning music reading skills,” said 
Winton Woods Middle School Choir Director Janna Frank. “No ticket is 
necessary. Just come and enjoy over 170 singers as they start their year off on 
the right note.” 

On Tuesday, October 15, the Winton Woods Middle School orchestra 
concert, held in the middle school auditorium at 7:00 p.m., will feature music 
inspired by the Renaissance. “The concert will end with the finale from ‘Orpheus 
in the Underworld,’ better known as the ‘Can-can,’” said Orchestra Director 
Felipe Morales-Torres. “The concert is just strings and will be a short and sweet 
showcase of our student's early progress this year.” 

On Thursday, October 16, the four Winton Woods High School choirs will 
each be singing in different languages. Varsity Ensemble will sing "Dulaman" in 
Gaelic, and Irish language; Concert Choir will sing "Kua Rongo Mai Koe" in 
Maori, a language from New Zealand; Women's Chorale will sing "Ave Verum" in 
Latin, and Men's Chorus will perform "Sieh', wie ist die Welle klar" in German. 
“Women's Chorale and Men's Chorus are doing some more contemporary, 
popular songs including 'Stand By Me' and Lady Gaga and Beyonce's 
‘Telephone,’" said Winton Woods High School Choir Director Elizabeth Hannah. 
Prominent composers featured that night include Randall Thompson, Moses 
Hogan, Rollo Dilworth, Johannes Brahms and Gabriel Fauré. 
 

 The athletic staff and Boosters of Winton Woods High School inducted the 
newest members into the district’s Athletic Hall of Fame on Friday, September 
19, in a ceremony at Charlie Fredrick Stadium. Honored this year were:  

 Guy Dilz, a three-sport athlete from Forest Park High School, Class of 1984. 
Dilz played soccer, basketball, and baseball and earned nine varsity letters in 
his career. He received the “Career Athlete” and “Athlete of the Year” awards 
during his senior year. Dilz was a member of the boys’ soccer team that 



placed third in the state. He received 1st team All-State honors for soccer and 
baseball. In baseball, he received All-City honors twice and finished his 
career as the leader in career batting average, career hits, and career stolen 
bases, as well as having the highest single season batting average (.514). 
Guy was also All-League in baseball and soccer during his junior and senior 
years.  

 Gary Prater, football and basketball player from Forest Park High School, 
Class of 1985. Prater earned six varsity letters during his high school career 
and was regarded by many as one of the top tight ends in the country during 
his senior year. He was one of the most heavily recruited football players in 
Forest Park history and received a full scholarship to the University of South 
Carolina. During his senior year, Prater was named 1st team All-League and 
1st team All-City in both football and basketball. He was also 1st team All-State 
in football. In addition to being an excellent athlete, Gary was also an honor 
roll student. 

 Bobby Shanklin, wrestler from Greenhills High School, class of 1976. 
Shanklin wrestled from 1972 to 1976. During his sophomore year, wrestling in 
the 98 pound weight class, he 
recorded 20 wins and only 5 
losses. During his junior year 
he recorded 22 straight pins, 
losing only one match. 
Shanklin went on to earn 
league, sectional and district 
titles, becoming the first 
wrestler in Greenhills history 
to place at the state 
tournament, finishing fifth in 
the state at 98 pounds. In his 
senior year, he was 
undefeated, winning the 
league, sectional, and district 
championships. Shanklin 
finished third in the state in the 105 pound weight class. He was a three-time 
All-League, two-time All-City, and two-time All-State wrestler. He finished his 
high school career with a record of 61 wins, 9 losses.    

 Don and Elise Speeg, volunteers for Winton Woods City Schools from 1991 
to the present. Many in the Winton Woods family are thankful for the 
memories captured and donated by the Speegs, who are known as the 
“official athletic department photographers.” Over the years, they have 
attended hundreds of school athletic events, both home and away, and have 
taken thousands of student-athlete pictures in all types of weather. The 
Speegs have personally funded photo developing, picture frames, and other 
related photography items. In the past they have been honored as: Lakeside 
Elementary School Volunteer of the Year 1991; Athletic Booster of the Year 
2004; Friends of the Arts 2006; Extra Mile Parents 2006; Athletic Booster of 
the Year 2008; and recipients of the Community Spirit Award 2012. Elise 
assisted as a girl’s tennis coach in 2005. Even after their two children 
graduated in 2004 and 2006, the Speegs have continued to serve the 
district.    
  



Created in 2002, the purpose of the Winton Woods Athletic Hall of Fame is to 
acknowledge and celebrate the long tradition of athletic excellence at Forest 
Park, Greenhills and Winton Woods High Schools. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at Winton Woods High School’s 2014 Athletic Hall of 
Fame ceremony are (l-r) Patricia and Robert Shanklin--parents of Bobby 
Shanklin, Elise and Don Speeg, Gary Prater and Guy Dilz. Photo by Candy Hein.  
 

 Winton Woods Intermediate School's 5th Annual Warriors for the Cause Benefit 
will take place on Thursday, October 16. This Students vs. Staff Basketball 
Game is the school's yearly fundraiser for the American Cancer Society and will 
be held in the gymnasium at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 It’s only the beginning of the school year and already Luke Wilson has made a 
positive impression on his teacher Rebecca Schmid at Winton Woods Primary 
North. She nominated the second 
grader for the Kiwanis Character is 
Key Award for responsibility, which 
was presented to Wilson at the 
September Board of Education 
meeting.  

“Luke demonstrates responsibility in 
numerous ways,” said Schmid. 
“Every task and assignment I give 
him he tackles head on. He stays on 
track and works diligently even when 
there are distractions in the 
classroom. Luke likes to be 
challenged and shows the desire to always want to learn more. He raises his 
hand in class even though he has a shy personality. When other students make 
bad choices, he leads by example and continues to make good choices.” 

In addition to the award certificate, Wilson received a gift card for $35 for Barnes 
& Noble, presented by Jim Lawler of the Greenhills/Forest Park Kiwanis Club.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Board of Education Vice-President Tim 
Cleary (from left), board member John Pennycuff, Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith and Greenhills/Forest Park Kiwanis Club member Jim Lawler honored 
second grader Luke Wilson in September with the Kiwanis Character is Key 
award for responsibility. 

 Residents of the Winton Woods School 
District who are age 55 and over are 
invited to pick up an MVP (Mature 
Valued Patron) card at the district’s 
Central Office. The card is good for free 
admission to most athletic events 
(excluding tournaments), concerts, 
plays and musicals—subject to 
availability.  



Gina Burnett, communications and HR specialist for the district, said she enjoys 
talking to the people who come in for the card and has seen an increase in the 
number of cards she’s given out this year. “Many of those who stop by are 
interested in getting a card because they have a grandchild who goes to school 
here, and the card allows them to more easily participate and be active in their 
grandchild’s life, which is a great thing,” said Burnett.   

“The district is happy to provide another way for community members to learn 
what’s going on in our district by inviting them into our buildings and onto our 
athletic fields, and letting them get to know our students,” she added. “The MVP 
card has been around for about ten years now, and it’s really a great way to 
include our older residents, who are always very thankful and eager to take part 
in this program.”   

If you’re a Winton Woods resident age 55 and older, your free MVP card is 
available at the district’s Central Office, located at 1215 W. Kemper Road in 
Forest Park. For more information, contact Burnett at 619-2300.    

 Books by the Banks is Cincinnati's annual celebration of books, learning and 
literacy, and it's coming up on Saturday, October 11, from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
at the Duke Energy Center downtown. This free event for readers of all ages will 
feature a Kids' Corner with songs and story time, puppet shows, face painting, 
and crafts. Marc Brown, author and illustrator of the children's series, Arthur, will 
make an appearance, and local artist/illustrator Loren Long will be there too.  
Visit www.booksbythebanks.com for more information. 
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October 9, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

The wisest men follow their own course. – Euripides

 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City
School District bond issue, please visit our website at
www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs on the left will
take you to information regarding the bond issue and also
voting information. The bond issue will be on the November
4, 2014 ballot.

 John Pennycuff will be honored at the Ohio School Boards
Association’s Capital Conference for 25 years of service as a
board of education member for Winton Woods City Schools.
He will be presented with the OSBA’s Veteran Board Member
Award on Wednesday, November 12 in Columbus. Of the
more than 3,300 board members in Ohio, only 28 will receive
the honor in 2014.

 The Winton Woods Board of Education welcomed to the
district the newest group of foreign exchange and international students at its
September meeting and presented the group with medals of recognition. “I hope
your educational journeys are going
to be something that strengthens our
district and makes you a better
student as well,” said Superintendent
Anthony G. Smith.

Attending Winton Woods High School
this year are: Nadina Imamovic from
Bosnia, Tim Wei from China, Marina
Curic from Germany, Lucas Pohl
from Germany and Francesca
Rizzardi from Italy.

PHOTO CAPTION:  Winton Woods
Board of Education Vice-President

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


Tim Cleary is shown with the district’s 2014-2015 foreign exchange and 
international students (l-r) Francesca Rizzardi, Lucas Pohl, Marina Curic and 
Nadina Imamovic. Tim Wei is not shown.  

 Winton Woods has been nominated for the Gold Star Chili Team of the 
Week!  You can vote for the Warriors at www.TriStateFootball.com. You can cast 
your votes (once per hour/per IP address) between now and Friday morning at 
9:00 a.m. when the voting ends, and winners will be announced. All winning 
teams will be recognized by Gold Star Chili, a proud sponsor of high school 
football and supporter of the community.  
 

 Winton Woods City Schools wants to equip its students and parents with the 
necessary tools to excel in college and career training. That’s why the district is 
holding "Your Future Begins Now," the first of three college and career 
readiness seminars on Wednesday, October 22, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the 
Winton Woods High School library.  

The first workshop will be led by Al Riddick, president of Game Time Budgeting 
LLC, and is recommended for families and students in grades 5-12. Students will 
learn about the skills required to excel in college or a career training experience, 
while parents will get a better understanding of the financial aspects of the 
college experience. Riddick said he’ll help participants understand their money 
MAP, establish S.M.A.R.T. goals and spending strategies, and achieve better 
day-to-day financial outcomes. Those attending will learn basic financial 
terminology, money myths, and the pitfalls of plastic currency.  

“These seminars are in response to a need that our community expressed in a 
survey conducted by the district in May 2014,” said Corina Denny, community 
and public engagement coordinator. “We will have Spanish interpretation 
available, and the first 50 attendees will receive a light dinner.”  

 Every May for the last 21 years, 
blue, green, and white ribbons 
show up on the chain link fence 
by Winton Woods High School to 
honor the year’s graduates. The 
tables were turned at the district’s 
September board of education 
meeting, and the ladies who have 
put up the ribbons for many of 
those years were honored 
instead. Rogie Vollmar, Betty 
Dunn, Karen Kitchen and Elise 
Kitchen were recognized by the 
board for the time and work 
they’ve put in over the years to 
honor Winton Woods graduates in 
a tangible way.  

With background help from the high school staff, the ribbons are lettered with 
each student’s name, a process that takes about 15 hours. They’re then hung on 
the fence on the Saturday morning before graduation, and come down when the 
graduates stop to pick them up. Vollmar thanked the many community members 



who have contributed financially to the project over the years and said she was 
especially proud of the $10.3 million in scholarship money earned by the 
graduating class of 2013.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown getting ready to hang ribbons for the 2014 graduating 
class at Winton Woods High School are (l-r) Karen Kitchen, Elise Kitchen, Rogie 
Vollmar and Betty Dunn. 

 School Spirit Tastes Great! Come out and support the Winton Woods Middle 
School fundraiser at the Forest Park Chipotle on Wednesday, October 22nd 
from 4:00 to 8:00 pm. Just bring the attached flier, show the flier on your smart 
phone or just mention that you are there for the WWMS fundraiser and Chipotle 
will donate 50% of the proceeds to WWMS. This is a tasty way to show your 
school spirit and support the students at WWMS! 
 

 The fight against cancer continues as Winton Woods Intermediate School’s fifth 
annual Warriors for the Cause Students vs. Staff Basketball Game will 
benefit this worthy cause. “Half of our proceeds will be donated to the American 
Cancer Society and half will be put into a fund to assist families here at our 
school who are in need,” said WWIS Secretary Genice Peterson, who is helping 
to coordinate the fundraiser. The game will take place on Thursday, October 16, 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at the school.  

“On the staff team, we’ll have players from all the buildings in the district, and 
Jermaine Hill from the Forest Park Fire Department will bring any firefighters who 
are available,” said Peterson. “The student team is made up of a girl and a boy 
from each class that are nominated by their peers. Boys play the men and girls 
play the ladies, alternating throughout the game.” 

Admission to the fundraiser is $2.00 for students and $3.00 for adults. 
Concessions will be available that evening, and there will be several raffles.   

 Principal Jeremy Day likes Bridge Club at Winton Woods Intermediate School 
because it teaches critical thinking and teamwork. Parent Lora Wolke, who 
approached Day with the idea for the club, knew that playing bridge improves a 
player’s focus, memory, and math skills. Fifth grader Kavita Nelson just likes 
Bridge Club because it’s fun.  

Bridge Club is new this year at WWIS, and the fifth 
and sixth graders who attend are part of the youngest 
bridge club sponsored by the Cincinnati Bridge 
Association. “We usually play a few rounds, have a 
snack and then get back to playing,” said Nelson. 
Wolke said each session, which takes place on 
Wednesdays after school, starts with 20 minutes of 
learning about bridge and then an hour of playing. 
Tom Mess, with the Cincinnati Bridge Association, 
said early sessions have been about fundamentals. 
“We’re getting them to learn to play cards and learn 
shuffling and handling,” said Mess. 

Bridge, which has been compared to other strategic 
card games like euchre and spades, has its own 



vocabulary. The students are learning terms like “declarer,” “dummy” “tricks” and 
“trump.” Because bridge is played in pairs, they’re also learning teamwork. 
“Bridge is a ‘we’ game not an ‘I’ game,” said Mess.  

Volunteer Patti Wiers, who was joined by Dot Keith, Fran Ingram and Donna 
Stothfang at a recent bridge club meeting, said the object of the card game is to 
take the number of tricks that you bid. “You must learn to communicate with a 
partner, telling him or her in bidding terms what is in your hand, because you 
work together,” said Wiers. “Then you must strategize how many tricks you can 
take. Bridge is a thinking game, a sort of memory game. The person who can 
remember all the cards played will do very well.”  

Wiers said she learned to play bridge at a young age and taught two grandsons 
to play when they were about the same age as the students at WWIS. Wolke 
said her children are good at euchre, and her parents encouraged her to get 
them into bridge. Wolke’s daughter Noelle, a fifth grader, said she joined bridge 
club because she likes cards and her friends were doing it, but that she also 
enjoys meeting new kids.  

Day is happy that the students are enjoying the new club and that they’re 
learning to think through a process. “For me, the biggest sell is that they’re 
learning to persevere through something.”  

For Nelson, it’s about the fun. “We always have so much fun that we play until 
after the club officially ends,” she said.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Tom Mess from Cincinnati Bridge Association explains an 
aspect of the game to Kavita 
Nelson (right) and Maria 
Adames at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School’s bridge 
club. 

 Sprinters Clubs are underway 
again this year at Winton Woods 
Intermediate and Elementary 
Schools with members training 
twice each week for 5K races 
that will happen this fall and in 
the spring. Coaches Janet 
Harden and Kristen Rumsey are 
preparing their fifth and sixth 
grade runners for the Run for 
Good 5K at the end of October 
and the Flying Pig 5K in May. 
Coaches Sheri Conrad, Lois 
Minton, Ellie Gelhot, Lynne 
Harrris, and Taisha James are 
doing the same with their third 
and fourth graders at Winton 
Woods Elementary.  

“The purpose of the club is to 
keep students physically active 



and enjoy exercise,” said Harden, who has led Sprinters since 2007. She was 
joined by Conrad in 2008 when the district went to grade level buildings. “You 
don’t have to be a great runner to be part of Sprinters,” said Conrad. “The 
purpose of participating is to improve your health and enjoy being part of a team.”  

Harden has about 35 fifth and sixth graders and said her runners are excited to 
be participating in a local race this fall. The Run for Good 5K on October 25 takes 
place during the Greenhills Harvest Festival and benefits the Alois Alzheimer’s 
Foundation. Conrad and her team of coaches have 67 Sprinters this year and are 
also looking forward to the race.  

WWIS Sprinters are: Paige Adams, Trinity Azure, Alex Beamon, Bharat 
Chamalagai, Amber Conner, NJ Dulai, Amaya Fox, Derrick Frierson, Dawson 
Frisby, Leslie Gervacio, Ayden Hassertt, Anthony Hernandez, Joseph 
Hernandez, Alex Ingram, Aariyah Kittles, Jaida Lumpkin, Arriyanna Moore, 
Ravey Mosley, Candyce Rechel, Elijah Sneed, Taylor Sneed-Jackson, Alondra 
Sotelo, Elijah Spence, Damarion Stone, Uriah Sullen, George Suttle, Asia Taylor, 
Grace Taylor, Malacki Ward and Chase Woody.   
 
WWES Sprinters are: E’Leisa Adams, Zimena Alaniz, Jaymir Arafiles, Elisha 
Baah, Krobia Baffour, William Batton, Emlee Bays, William Boggs, Chance 
Brown, John Brown, Xyia Carr, Thomas Crossty, Michael Crutcher, Lonnie Dean, 
Kennice Donnellon, Sophia Dorman, Crishaun Early, Andrew Eascobedo, Esther 
Epani, Michelle Fordjour, Vicayla Galloway, Victor Galloway, Eva Maria 
Gervacio, Joden Gibbs, Chris Gonzalez, Artasia Gordon, Hall Hall, Heaven Hall, 
Kamari Harris, Ashly Hernandez, Isaiah Hill, Aiden Hinterlong, Alaina Jones, 
Ja’Hyra Jones, La’tko Jordan, Aniyah Kirkman, Ian Lawson, Xudong Lei, NiKayle 
Lewis, Janiece Lumpkin, Jocelyn Marquin, William Mayfield, Layla McClenden, 
Innocent Ntwali, Saman, Oresso, Noah Partin, Jen Phillips, Kenyon Rucker, 
Emily Rameraz, Meshay Roland, Lilly Ruthen, Andrew Ryan, Sean Schouten, 
Tavon Simmonds, Jeremiah Singleton, K.C. Spears, Zion Stiggers, Colin 
Sullivan, Kaleb Taylor, Melle Velasquez, Eveynn Vickers, Kyle Warren, Isabella 
Williams, Kaitlynn Woodall, Benyah Yisrael and Victor Zavalaga.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION:  Shown are Sprinters Club members from Winton Woods 
Elementary (bottom) and Intermediate Schools. 

 Over 100 people attended 
Grandparents Day at Winton 
Woods Elementary School 
where they were treated to 
breakfast, toured the building, 
took photos with their 
grandchildren, visited 
classrooms and shopped at the 
book fair.  

Principal Kendell Dorsey talked 
about the state report card and 
pointed out some trends so 
those attending could 
understand the work going on 
throughout the building. He 



urged the grandparents to stay involved and engaged and signed up some 
volunteers. Vice Principal Linda Pavlinac talked to the group about helping their 
grandchildren with reading. The school’s new Student Ambassadors helped 
support the event by manning tables and answering questions.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Grandparents Day at Winton Woods Elementary School.  

 

 

 

 

 



October 15, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out. - Robert Collier

 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City School District bond
issue, please visit our website at www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs
on the left will take you to information regarding the bond issue and also voting
information. The bond issue will be on the November 4, 2014 ballot.

 Rogie Vollmar is the kind of volunteer who is quick to deflect praise or to include
others in the accolades she receives. And that’s exactly what happened when
she was honored with the Community Spirit Award at the Winton Woods Board of
Education meeting in September.

Vollmar was honored for her years of volunteer 
work with the district, which began with her own 
daughter and has recently included mentoring for 
the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods 
High School for the last three years. She’s also 
offered the use of her business, J&R Coordinating 
Services Inc., when the district has needed space 
for focus groups. But what Vollmar is most known 
for is heading up the team of women who hang 
graduation ribbons on the chain link fence on 
Winton Road every May. She’s been doing that for 
over 20 years.  

As she was honored Vollmar made sure to thank 
the ribbon team—Betty Dunn, Elise Kitchen and 
Karen Kitchen, the many community members who 
have contributed to the project over the years, and 
the Winton Woods High School staff for their 
background help with the project. She also said how proud she was of the $10.3 
million in scholarship money earned by the graduating class of 2014, the highest 
amount ever.   

According to the award’s criteria, the recipient is a community member who 
demonstrates an exemplary spirit of dedication and service to the students and 
families of Winton Woods City Schools. The recipient leads by example, has 
made significant contributions to the district over a period of years and 
strengthens the Winton Woods community by: 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


 Appreciating and celebrating student achievement and successes. 
 Serving others by giving of their own time and talents. 
 Working with a positive attitude and energy. 
 Creating and/or enhancing a sense of community for students and families. 
 Being accessible, approachable and engaging with the community. 

   
PHOTO CAPTION: Rogie Vollmar, a long-time volunteer with Winton Woods City 
Schools, was honored with the district’s Community Spirit Award at the 
September board meeting. 
 

 Not long after receiving the Community Spirit Award from Winton Woods City 
Schools for his positive involvement in the district, Jermaine Hill, a lieutenant with 
the Forest Park Fire Department, was honored as Ohio Fire Prevention Educator 
of the Year at the state’s 34th annual Ohio Fire Service Hall of Fame ceremonies.  

Hill, who has served for 14 years as a 
paramedic and risk reduction officer for 
the City of Forest Park Fire Department 
and the Winton Woods school district, 
was recognized for being active in local 
fire and injury prevention, and creating 
innovative, public education programs 
like CPR and first aid programs, health 
and safety fairs, and mentoring 
partnerships. One of Hill’s initiatives is 
the Firefighter Fitness Drill program 
that instructs children about exercise 
and nutrition and includes an obstacle 
course that simulates firefighter tasks. 
After participating in the program, many 
students were motivated to make better 
choices regarding nutrition and fitness, and it has proven to be an excellent 
recruitment tool for the Forest Park Fire Explorer program.   

“These awards are a tribute to those individuals and organizations whose overall 
contributions go beyond their basic duties and responsibilities and who represent 
the finest traditions of public service,” said Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Director John Born.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Ohio Fire Service Hall of Fame ceremonies to 
honor Jermaine Hill as Ohio Fire Prevention Educator of the Year are (back, l-r) 
Hill’s brother-in-law Vincent J. Coleman, his grandmother Narcissus Dowdell, Hill, 
and his wife Kami; (front, l-r) his children Kai and Joshua.  

 The 2014 Fall Parent-Teacher conferences at Winton Woods High School will be 
held on Monday, November 3, from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. We invite you to 
schedule your student’s conference with Pick A Time, a new online program.  

You can access the scheduler at: https://pickatime.com/WintonWoodsHS.  

https://pickatime.com/WintonWoodsHS


Conferences will be scheduled in 15 minute time blocks. You will be asked your 
child’s student ID and birthday. Your child’s name must match the name we have 
in our system.  

The guidance counselors will also be available on November 3. If you would like 
to speak with your child’s counselor, please call the guidance department at 619-
2430 to arrange a time. By scheduling in advance, we will be able to have a more 
efficient and orderly conference experience for everyone. 

 Winton Woods High School will present this year’s fall play, You Can’t Take It 
With You, on Thursday, November 20 through Saturday, November 22, at 
8:00 p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at the high school.  

The play is the comedic story of Alice Sycamore, the only normal person in her 
crazy family, and her boss and fiancée Tony Kirby, who comes from a wealthy, 
but stuffy family. When the two families meet for dinner at Alice’s house, 
fireworks fly. The play won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1937 and the Oscar for 
Best Picture in 1939.   

Tickets for the show are $7.00 and will be available at the door. Community 
members holding MVP Cards from the district will be admitted for free.   

 Buffalo Wild Wings restaurants throughout Cincinnati are holding an all-
region fundraiser so that Winton Woods City Schools band students can travel 
to China in spring 2015. On Wednesday, October 29, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. a 
portion of the sales will go to help the band members represent Cincinnati in 
China.  

“BW3 is always willing to help out with their ‘Eat Wings, Raise Funds’ program for 
non-profit groups, but this time they are helping out city wide,” said Dani 
Ashbrook, band director for Winton Woods City Schools. “I’m grateful that they’re 
stretching their efforts across our region to support Winton Woods kids. Please 
consider eating at any of the participating BW3 locations.”   

Locations taking part in the fundraiser for the Winton Woods band include: 
Bridgewater Falls in Fairfield, Blue Ash, West Chester, Colerain, Harper’s Station 
in Montgomery, Clifton on Calhoun, Norwood, Kenwood, Beechmont and 
Milford.    

 Injured Winton Woods High School football player Logan Day will be one of the 
recipients of the money raised from this week’s Warriors for the Cause 
Students vs. Staff Basketball Game on Thursday, October 16, at 6:00 p.m. at 
Winton Woods Intermediate School. This annual fundraiser raises money for the 
American Cancer Society and also benefits families at the school who are in 
need. Genice Peterson, secretary at WWIS, said the school is expanding its 
outreach this year to include Day and his family.  

Admission to the fundraiser is $2.00 for students and $3.00 for adults. 
Concessions will be available that evening, and there will be several raffles. 

 Winton Woods Primary North students are learning about the privilege and power 
of voting.  "As we approach Election Day on November 4, students are preparing 
to cast their votes for their favorite books," said Karen Emmons, WWPN 
information media assistant. She has been reading the five books that have been 



nominated for the 2014 Buckeye Children's Team Book Award to the K-2 
students.  During the week of October 27, students will individually cast their vote 
online during their computer lab special.    

  
"The goal each year is to encourage more kids to read by providing the 
opportunity to share their joy of reading by voting for their favorite books," said 
Emmons. "Participating in the Buckeye Children’s and Teen Book Award 
program is a great way to encourage children and teens to read their favorite 
books, and to nominate and vote for them here in Ohio."  
  
The books being read are:  

 Carnivores by Aaron Reynolds, ill. by Dan Santat (Chronicle, 2013)  
 Flora and the Flamingo by Molly Idle (Chronicle, 2013)  
 Tiger In My Soup by Kashmira Sheth, ill. by Jeffery Ebbeler (Peachtree, 

2013)  
 Mr. Wuffles! by David Wiesner (Clarion, 2013)  
 The Dark by Lemony Snicket, illus. by Jon Klassen (Little, Brown Books 

for Young Readers, 2013) 

More information can be found at: http://www.bcbookaward.info/vote-
nominate/vote-here/ 
 

 Please see the attached flyer regarding the Market Day fundraiser for the WWC 
PTA.  Orders are due by October 22 and pick-up will be on October 27 from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Elementary School, 1501 Kingsbury Drive in 
Forest Park.  

http://www.bcbookaward.info/vote-nominate/vote-here/
http://www.bcbookaward.info/vote-nominate/vote-here/


October 23, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

An act of kindness never dies, but extends the invisible undulations of its influence over 

the breadth of centuries.        - Unknown 

 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City School District bond
issue, please visit our website at www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs
on the left will take you to information regarding the bond issue and voting
information. The bond issue will be on the November 4, 2014 ballot.

 Anthony G. Smith worries about the students in his district—“my students” he
calls them, all 3,601 of them. He worries about his high school students walking
to and from school each day, sometimes in the dark and often on busy streets
without sidewalks. He worries about the impact that switching schools every two
years has had on the education of his youngest students. And he worries about
school buildings with 56 exterior doors, each one a potential security concern for
the teachers and students inside.

But Smith is hoping those worries will go away after November 4, with the
passage of Winton Woods City Schools’ 8.48 mil bond issue that will begin
construction of two new campuses in the district—a pre-K through sixth grade
elementary school on the current Winton Woods Middle School campus in
Greenhills and a new seventh through twelfth grade secondary school on the
current Winton Woods High School campus in Forest Park. “We are currently
struggling with the basic comfort and safety of our students,” said Smith. “Parts
for repairs are often unavailable, roofs leak, classrooms are too hot or too cold,
boilers are breaking down, windows can’t be opened. None of this is the optimal
environment for students to learn in.”

Steve Denny, the district’s business manager agrees. He’s the one who’s had to 
juggle the always growing expenses that come with repair and maintenance for 
the district’s six front-line schools, schools that were built in the 1960s and 1970s 
and that are now reaching the end of their operational lifespans. “We’re asking 
the community to seriously consider this bond issue and make a choice,” said 
Denny. “It’s this or something else. Doing nothing is no longer an option for us. 
Our buildings will need an estimated $68 million in repairs in the next 15-20 
years.”    

The 8.48 mil bond issue will cost the owner of a $100,000 house $24.73 per 
month.   

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


Both Denny and Smith know that budgets are tight for families, but they also 
know that the opportunity to build new buildings, and have over $33 million of the 
project paid for by the State of Ohio, may not come along again. “The 
community’s share of this as determined by the state is $76.7 million, and that’s a 
big number,” said Denny, “but new buildings will save us $1.5 million a year for 
50 years. That’s $75 million over the life of the new buildings. That feels like the 
fiscally responsible thing for the district to do.”  

Denny said the district’s proposed Facility Master Plan can also restore high 
school busing without adding cost because of the two-school facility design 
proposal. While the district currently runs four bus route service tiers to six 
schools, all students could be transported to two campuses using the existing 
bus fleet and the same four tiers. “This is important because it would create 
added safety for our students who currently have to walk to school,” said Smith. 

If the bond issue passes on November 4, both Smith and Denny will be part of 
the engagement process with parents, community members, students and staff 
to design new facilities. “We want classrooms and buildings that support high 
quality academic instruction and community learning centers that invite 
community members in,” said Denny. With the passage of the bond, construction 
would begin in 2016, and it’s projected that the new schools would open to 
students in the fall of 2019. 

“These new buildings would be the biggest community service project that this 
district has ever taken on,” said Smith. “If we work together we can create a 
bricks and mortar legacy that will serve future generations of learners in Winton 
Woods City Schools.”   

 The Winton Woods High School Homecoming football game against LaSalle will 
be this Friday, October 24, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. The Homecoming Parade will 
proceed the game at 6:00 p.m.   
 

 The Winton Woods High School Chamber Orchestra is hosting a "listening party" 
on Wednesday, October 29, as part of its partnership with Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra’s One City One Symphony series. “We'll be exploring the theme 
of heroes through music, conversation and shared experiences in a program that 
starts at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Greenhills Community Building 
library at 8 Enfield Street and 
closes with a light reception,” 
said Winton Woods Orchestra 
Director Felipe Morales-
Torres.  

The orchestra students will 
perform selections from 
Mahler's Symphony No. 1, 
which is nicknamed “Titan.” 
CSO violist Joanne Wojtowicz 
and bassist Boris Astafiev will 
guide listeners in discovering 
the inspiration and meaning 
beyond the notes. They will 



also join the Winton Woods High School orchestra students in the classroom 
prior to this community event as guest artists and teachers. “To have musicians 
of this caliber perform for and work with our students is a real luxury,” said 
Morales-Torres. “And while there are three other schools collaborating with the 
CSO in this series, Winton Woods is the only program that has dared to perform 
the music. That speaks highly of our students’ willingness to accept a challenge 
and raise the standard in music making.” 
 
Morales-Torres described the event as a family affair and said, “Since this will 
take place during Halloween week, we invite families to bring little ones and 
encourage them to dress in costume as their favorite or most personal hero. I am 
also happy to sign the form for any parent or student who has volunteered for 
Winton Woods, so please do take advantage of the CSO's offer for free tickets in 
honor of your volunteerism.”  Attendees are asked to RSVP via Eventbrite at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-city-one-symphony-listening-party-greenhills-
tickets-12916147545.   
 
PHOTO CAPTION: CSO violist Joanne Wojtowicz (front, right) and bassist Boris 
Astafiev (in back) join members of the Winton Woods High School orchestra at a 
recent class to rehearse for their upcoming “listening party.”  
 

 The annual Warriors for the Cause Students vs. Staff Basketball Game and 
Raffle at Winton Woods Intermediate School raised over $508.00. "Half of our 
proceeds will be donated to the family of Winton Woods High School football 
player Logan Day and half will be donated to the American Cancer Society," said 
WWIS Secretary Genice Peterson, who helped to coordinate the fundraiser. Day 
was injured in the Winton Woods Warriors football game on October 3.    

Students participating in the event were: Destiney Shelton, Ravey Mosley, James 
Djangmah, John Clifford, Dawnshay Matthews, Se'Bien Smith, Emma Webber, 
Chase Woody, Brian Sanchez, Liston Watson, Emmanuel Cue, Derrick Frierson, 
Sienna Bailey, Ja'Viohn Palmer, Christian Ingram, Taylor White, Camden Fuller, 
Maria Adames, Ka'Neicia Conerly, Wildy Serrano, Tiontez Gray, Emily 
Hernendez, and Aniylah Hendrix. 
 
WWIS Staff who participated were: Isaac Fuller (teacher assistant), Derrick 
Jenkins (Title I teacher), Marchelle Lumpkin-Mucha (assistant principal), Genice 
Peterson (secretary), Jeremy Day (principal), Janet Harden (teacher), Kristin 
Rumsey (teacher), Heather Hils (teacher), Brittney Moore (speech therapist), 
Don Schutte (teacher), Kay Robinson (teacher), Jayne Cox (building sub), Mark 
Hadaya (teacher), and Liz Rullman (teacher assistant).  
 
Peterson said special thanks goes to Jermaine Hill of the Forest Park Fire 
Department and to staff from the other buildings in the district for their 
participation as well Coach Daniels from Winton Woods High School and 
community member Antwan Scott.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://cincinnatisymphony.org/onecity/manyhands/
http://cincinnatisymphony.org/onecity/manyhands/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-city-one-symphony-listening-party-greenhills-tickets-12916147545
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-city-one-symphony-listening-party-greenhills-tickets-12916147545


 
 
 

 Members of the Sprinters teams from Winton 
Woods Elementary and Intermediate Schools 
will be participating in the Greenhills-Alois "Run 
for Good" on Saturday, October 25. This 5K race 
is an Alzheimer's fundraiser and will be run in 
Greenhills. The race starts at 3:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A partnership between Winton Woods Elementary 
School and Kicks for Kids, a non-profit organization 
founded by former Cincinnati Bengals kicker Doug 
Pelfrey, allowed six Winton Woods Elementary 
School students to participate in the Great Outdoor 
Adventure on Saturday, October 11. The students, 
and teachers Taisha James and Canceria James, 
visited Potter’s Ranch in Northern Kentucky.   

“Our students were picked up in style in a 
limousine and then experienced a day of rock 
climbing, zip-lining, fishing, archery, horseback 
riding and team building activities,” said WWES 
Assistant Principal Linda Pavlinac. “This great 
experience was all compliments of the Kicks for 
Kids organization.”   

Kicks for Kids  provides opportunities for children in 
Cincinnati to participate in activities around the 
Greater Cincinnati Area.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Elementary School student Jason Woodley 
went to Potter’s Ranch as part of the Kicks for Kids Great Outdoor Adventure.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Congratulations to kindergartner Ella 
Sullivan, the first member of this year's 
Wee Warriors Music Club at Winton 
Woods Primary North! WWPN 
students who attend music 
performances at other schools in the 
district can join the music club and are 
awarded a t-shirt.  

 



 

 

October 30, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Wisdom is knowing the right path to take. Integrity is taking it.   – Unknown 

 

 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City School District bond 
issue, please visit our website at www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs 
on the left will take you to information regarding the bond issue and voting 
information. The bond issue will be on the November 4, 2014 ballot. 
 

 Reminder:  There is no school for students on Monday, November 3 (Parent 
Conferences) and Tuesday, November 4 (Professional Day).   
   

 Congratulations to Winton Woods High School’s 2014 Prom King George Brown 
and Prom Queen Kendra Jackson! The Grand Marshal of this year’s parade was 
Dave Bell, retired Winton Woods High School choir director. Photos by Elise 
Speeg.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


 

 Jaysean Johnson, a sophomore violist with the Winton Woods High School 
orchestra, has set himself apart with his dedication to his craft. After studying all 
summer with Lois Bell, orchestra assistant for the district, Johnson successfully 
auditioned for the Cincinnati Symphony Youth Concert Orchestra and won a 
leadership role with the ensemble. The CSYO is an extracurricular program for 
high-achieving young musicians.  

 
“Competition is strong in the audition process, but the 
rewards of performing in these groups are worth the 
work,” said Felipe Morales-Torres, orchestra director for 
the district. “Students often move on to receive 
significant financial aid for college in recognition of their 
dedication or accomplishment in music. For Jaysean, 
the youth orchestra is a first step in his journey toward 
becoming a professional musician and teacher.” 
 
In addition to his position with CSYO, Johnson was 
awarded a significant scholarship through the CSO’s 
Carlson-Berne Memorial Scholarship fund. “The award 
is given to serious students who show the promise and 
dedication to succeed in private lessons with 
professional symphony musicians,” said Morales-
Torres. “Jaysean is the first Winton Woods student to 
receive the scholarship, which will fund about 75% of 
his lesson costs and last through the rest of his high 
school career.” 
 
The orchestra director sees the scholarship as a compliment to the Winton 
Woods orchestra program. “By awarding this scholarship, the symphony has told 
our students that we are on the right track, that this community has something to 
offer, and that we should continue to cultivate it,” said Morales-Torres. “I am 
hopeful this is the beginning of a continued artistic and educational relationship 
with the symphony.” 
 
Johnson was also recognized for his achievement at the October Board of 
Education meeting.  
 

 Making new friends, eating new foods, and experiencing life in the United 
States—these are a few of the things a Chinese exchange student wants to 
experience. Winton Woods High School, in partnership with Dehan Education, 
has established a solid relationship with its sister school, Fudan Academy in 
Shanghai, China. In the initial exchange last year, three students from Winton 
Woods and Assistant Principal Amber Strasser were hosted in Shanghai for 
several weeks. In January 2014, 17 Chinese students and their teacher arrived to 
live here for six months, attending Winton Woods High School as seniors. Hosted 
and supported by local families, they experienced American life. The students 
worked hard to improve their verbal English skills and studied to pass the 
required graduation tests, achieving their dream of proudly receiving an 
American diploma.  



Host families come in many forms: some have young children, some are “empty 
nesters,” some are busy families who choose to add one more children to the 
mix. There can be benefits for your family as well. Jessica and Kevin Fugikawa of 
Greenhills have hosted three students. Preparing for their next student, Kevin 
said, “Hosting has opened our family to new experiences and has taught us 
about different cultures."   

On December 30, the next class of 24 students from Fudan Academy will arrive 
to begin their semester here. Host families are needed to provide lodging and 
meals, a comfortable bed, a quiet study area, and transportation to and from 
school and activities. A monthly stipend of $500.00 per student will help defray 
expenses. Hosts and students receive support from local supervisor, Cindy 
Marcou, who has more than 14 years experience with foreign exchange 
students. “My family has hosted over 20 students, and we have friends all over 
the world. My children and grandchildren have a deeper understanding, interest, 
and respect for different cultures because of our wonderful experiences,” said 
Marcou.   

If you would like more information about hosting, please contact Cindy Marcou at 
522-3264. "There are 24 students eagerly awaiting placement," she said.   

 Winton Woods Intermediate School will have its annual Sharing & Caring 
Canned Food Drive from November 3-14 to benefit those in need. S.O.U.L. 
Ministries will pick up the items collected on November 19.  
 

 Warrior Strings, the youngest members of Winton Woods City Schools’ orchestra 
program and fifth graders at Winton Woods Intermediate School, held its first 
recital for family and friends on Friday, October 24. More than 60 students 
showed what they have learned since 
the beginning of the school and 
played a variety of songs for the 
audience. This “lunch and listen” 
event was followed by pizza and 
drinks for the students and those 
attending.  

“We’ve learned more than twenty 
songs since the beginning of school,” 
said Felipe Morales-Torres, orchestra 
director for the district. “We’ve 
learned not only by playing, but also 
through the use of singing, 
movement, reading, writing, and 
technology. By the time these students graduate high school, they will have 
practiced more than 60,000 minutes.” 

Warrior Strings members who play violin are: Jailynn Alsop, Brianna Avalos, 
Ashley Castro-Morales, Esmeralda Diaz, Alvine Djomkam, Adriana Dueñas 
Uribe, Laxmi Gautam, Leslie Gervacio, Leshaunti Gibson, Caryn Goins, Ariana 
Green, Rohkaya Gueye, Teketa Hardin, Ariel Harrell, Anthony Hernandez, 
Joseph Hernandez, Emily Hernandez-Canedo, Jaiden Hogan, Karen Ilboudo, 
Versa Khan, Aitana Lopez, Citlaly Martinez-Diaz, Briana Mendoza-Sandoval, 
Aryanna Moore, Chadisha Nelper, Kavitha Nelson, Juan Orduña Andablo, Kelly 



Paniagua, Oliver Perez-Perez, Scarlet Ramirez, Keishmary Rodriguez, Donnie 
Smith, Ashley Soto, Asia Stokes, Brandon Thompson, Julian Vaca-Iber, Tony 
Wilens and Victoria Word.  

Viola players are: Maria Adames, Molly Hendrix, Alicia Joash, Lindsey Piñeda, 
Chris-tian Rothan, Stacey Serwaa, Hannah Temke, ane Noelle Wolke. 

Playing cello are: Nia Hooten, Branden Lee, Shawn Pierson, William Rothan, 
Shailin Uribe-Martinez and Kei’shone Scott.  

Bassists are: Treyvon Carter, Faith Purdin and Iris Samelak.  

 Winton Woods Primary North is hosting its Scholastic Book Fair on November 3 
from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the school library for district families and community 
members. This is a great opportunity to purchase holiday gifts and give the "gift 
of reading" at the same time. Everyone is welcome.   
 

 Congratulations to second grader Lily 
Patrick, the newest member of the Wee 
Warriors Music Club at Winton Woods 
Primary North! WWPN students who 
attend music performances at other 
schools in the district can join the music 
club and are awarded a t-shirt. 

  

 Both Winton Woods Primary North and 
Winton Woods Primary South held their 
annual Muffins with Mom events on 
Thursday, October 23, and Friday, 
October 24, and both had over 300 
people in attendance. The schools also launched their Market Day cookie dough 
fundraisers. Thanks to all the volunteers who made these events a success!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 The November focus for the Winton Woods Community PTA is grandparent 
partnership. "To increase grandparent involvement and create a positive, 
welcoming collaboration, we will have our first ever Baking with Grandparents 
Dessert Contest," said Chelsea Nuss, WWC PTA president. "I believe this is an 
important opportunity to engage and show our appreciation for their support and 
guidance with our kids."  Please see attached flier for more information.  
 

 Want to get a head start on holiday shopping and support the Winton Woods 
band students traveling to China? OF COURSE YOU DO! Please come to our 
“Vendor Sale” on November 8, from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m., in the Winton Woods High 
School cafeteria. These sales consultants will be there, and we will have some 
baskets to raffle off as well: Thirty One, Origami Owl, Tupperware, Mary Kay, 
Jamberry Nails, Pampered Chef, and a few others. Stop by to order or buy that 
one-of-a-kind gift for your friends and family! 
 



 

November 20, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our 

Thanksgiving.         – W.T. Purkiser 

 

 Schools will be closed on November 26 (Conference Exchange Day), 27 and 28 

(Thanksgiving holiday). We wish each of our students, staff and families a safe, 

warm and happy Thanksgiving! 

 

  Winton Woods High School 
will present this year’s fall 
play, You Can’t Take It With 
You, on Thursday, November 
20 through Saturday, 
November 22, at 8:00 p.m. in 
the David Bell Performing 
Arts Center at the high 
school.  

The play is the comedic story 
of Alice Sycamore, the only 
normal person in her crazy 
family, and her boss and 
fiancée Tony Kirby, who 
comes from a wealthy, but 
stuffy family. When the two families meet for dinner at Alice’s house, fireworks 
fly. The play won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1937 and the Oscar for Best 
Picture in 1939.   

Tickets for the show are $7.00 and will be available at the door. Community 
members holding MVP Cards from the district will be admitted for free. Cast and 
crew members from the show are pictured.   

 Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School (AGS) will host an 
Open House on Tuesday, December 2, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The Open House 



is designed for prospective students and parents to meet the teachers and learn 
about the program. Topics to be highlighted include academics, technology, 
mentoring, service, travel, and project based learning. Those attending will also 
learn about New Tech and the International Studies Schools Network, both 
partners in the AGS program. 

 
Assistant Principal Kevin Jones said he will give an overview of the four-year-old 
program and answer questions, while a student panel will give students’ 
perspectives. Students will also be on hand to show their work and explain some 
of the technology used in AGS.  

The Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High Schools opened in 
August 2011. In addition to completing four years of math, science, English and 
Social Studies, students in AGS: 

 complete four years of either Spanish or Mandarin Chinese 

 complete a yearly Global Seminar class  

 complete and present a capstone project during senior year 

 log community service hours  

 attend eight (8) bells a day instead of seven (7) 

 earn at least 26 credits, instead of 22. 
 
Ninth grade AGS students meet twice a month with mentors from the community. 
“The goal of the mentoring program is to have students connect with adults to 
learn about college and the business world,” said Jones.     
 

 Brenda Hodges-Davis wants her students to understand that though they may 
have challenges, they can still be very successful. That’s why the principal of 
Winton Woods City Schools’ 
alternative education school 
recently held a college and 
career fair. “I wanted them to 
investigate their options in life 
after school,” she said. “I 
wanted to show them 
something different than what 
they may have been 
considering for themselves.”  

Representatives from Butler 
Technical and Career 
Development Schools, 
Cincinnati State College, the 
University of Cincinnati, the 
U.S. Army, Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Career Development, Miami 
University, Central State University and Northern Kentucky University were at the 
fair. Professor Emeritus Dr. Calvert H. Smith from the University of Cincinnati 



College of Education, Criminal Justice and Human Services was the motivational 
speaker for the day and talked about life after high school.  

Hodges-Davis said the career fair was part of a college and career readiness unit 
that her students were doing. Another part has been field trips to local colleges. 
So far they have been to Ivy Tech Community College and Cincinnati State 
College and will be going to the University of Cincinnati.      

PHOTO CAPTION: Students at Project Success listen to guest speaker Dr. 
Calvert H. Smith at their recent College and Career Fair. 

 Brenn Wright, a freshman at 
Winton Woods High School and 
a Forest Park Fire Explorer, 
helped give out smoke 
detectors as part of a blitz held 
by the Forest Park Fire 
Department and the Kiwanis 
Club of Greenhills/Forest 
Park. The blitz happened on 
November 1 on Hanover Road 
between the blocks of Kemper 
Road and Smiley Avenue. Of 
the 105 houses visited, 
approximately 10 percent 
needed smoke detectors and/or 
batteries. Wright plans to be a firefighter after college so that he can serve his 
community. Shown during the smoke detector blitz are Phil Haisley of the 
Kiwanis Club, Brenn Wright and Thomas Jackson of the Forest Park Fire 
Department. Photo by Jermaine Hill.  
 

 Ezra Owita, a 2014 graduate of Winton Woods High School and a student in its 
High School of Business™  program, scored among the top business students 
nationwide on exams to test their business knowledge. Owita earned the third 
highest end-of-course exam score in the nation last spring on the Wealth 
Management course.  

Students participating in High School of Business complete real, hands-on 
business projects through a series of six courses. The program also includes 
observational internships, opportunities to earn college credit, and local oversight 
via a steering team of college faculty, business professionals, and school 
personnel. Nick Argentati is the High School of Business instructor at Winton 
Woods High School.  

High School of Business is a program of MBAResearch, a non-profit organization 
specializing in educational research and the development of business and 
marketing curriculum for high schools and colleges. The accelerated program is 



designed for college-bound students with interest in business administration 
careers, such as marketing, finance, 
entrepreneurship, or management.  

 Congratulations to Winton Woods Middle School 
social studies teacher Bob Schuning who spent part 
of last summer in Costa Rica at the Monteverde 
Cloud Forest Reserve and La Selva Biological Station 
where he studied biotic, physical, and cultural forces 
that affect tropical biodiversity. Schuning took the 
graduate course in pursuit of his master’s degree 
from Miami University’s Global Field Program.  
 

 For the seventh year in a row, the students and staff 
at Winton Woods Intermediate School showed their 
generosity through the school’s annual Caring and 
Sharing Food Drive. Over 1000 items were collected 
this year and will be donated to S.O.U.L. Ministries. 

Members of the WWIS Student 
Council and their sponsor Genice 
Peterson helped with the food drive. 
This year’s Student Council 
members are: Maria Adames, Trinity 
Azure, William Bird, Seven Blue, 
Ashley Brewton, Aliajah Cephas, 
Drew Collins, Jaden Dunnom, 
Aniylah Hendrix, Justice Hicks, 
Cynthia Kudatsi, Rafael Murray and 
Paris Weems.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Members of 
Winton Woods Intermediate School’s 
Student Council are shown with the 
canned goods they collected for this year’s Caring and Sharing Food Drive. 

 



 

December 3, 2014 

Quote of the week:  

Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.     - William James 

 

 December is a month full of holiday music throughout Winton Woods City 
Schools, and the public is invited to attend. Winton Woods Middle School will kick 
off the holiday concert season with its choir concert on Wednesday, December 3, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the school auditorium. On Thursday, December 4, the Winton 
Woods High School band will be joined by members of the sixth grade band for a 
concert in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at Winton Woods High School at 
7:00 p.m. 

On Tuesday, December 9, the Winton Woods Middle School orchestra concert 
will take place in the middle school auditorium at 7:00 p.m. Winton Woods High 
School will hold its annual choir and orchestra holiday concert on Thursday, 
December 11, at 7:00 p.m. Alumni are invited to attend to join in the singing of 
the “Hallelujah” chorus. Winton Woods Intermediate School will host its band and 
orchestra concert on Monday, December 15, at 7:00 p.m. at the school. They will 
be joined by the Winton Woods Elementary School choir.  

 After just one quarter, the new ACT Class at Winton Woods High School has 
raised test scores for this college 
entrance test for many students. 
“We had 25 out of 34 students who 
took the test, or 74% of them, raise 
their composite score,” said 
Jennifer Henson, ACT and English 
teacher at the high school. “One 
student scored a 30 from an 
original score of 28.”  

In addition to her job with Winton 
Woods, Henson has spent the last 
five years as an ACT tutor for 
students at many area high 
schools. It was that tutoring 
experience that led her to approach 



Superintendent Anthony G. Smith and then Winton Woods High School Principal 
Dr. Terri Holden with the idea of the elective ACT class. “I knew I could make a 
difference on our scores.”   

And she was correct. After nine weeks of test prep, a number of students in her 
class raised their total ACT score by three points. Other saw gains of six to eight 
points in individual areas like reading and science. “Mrs. Henson is really good at 
showing you how to analyze the test,” said senior DeVaughn Williams. “She 
teaches you strategies, not just information” which will help with other classes.  

Yet with all the positive gains her students achieved, Henson said the 
atmosphere in her room on results day—November 11—was subdued. “Some of 
my students did not do as well on the actual test as they did in my room on 
practice tests,” she said. “They wanted more for themselves.” But Henson said 
she can’t fault their work ethic. “I had students who came here during lunch to 
work on tests and others who gave up late arrival to be here. Many asked for 
extra work. I even had to copy more practice reading tests for one young man 
who had done all that I had initially available.”  

Henson said her students “worked harder than I imagined they would when I was 
creating this course. They have embraced this class and are appreciative of how 
valuable this can be to them.” 

Superintendent Smith agreed. So many of the seniors who have met with him for 
his weekly Lunch with the Superintendent have told him that the ACT class is the 
smartest class the high school has added. “If you give students the right tools in 
their toolbox, they will be successful,” he said. “This class gives them the right 
tools.”   

Henson said her biggest take-away from first quarter scores is that her students 
were not happy with their results and are eager to take the ACT test again in 
December. “I’m not sure if this kind of drive and determination would have 
happened without the confidence they gained in class,” she said.  

Jazmin Lawson is one of the students whose confidence level increased since 
taking the ACT class. Lawson gave up her lunch bell for nine weeks to work with 
Henson, and her hard work paid off. She raised her composite score by three 
points. “Jazmin had the biggest smile of anyone on results day,” said Henson. As 
she looked around her classroom at the college pennants and flags on the walls, 
she pointed out one from her alma mater, Xavier University. “I scored a 32 on the 
ACT and had half of my college paid for because of that score,” she said. “This 
class can be that kind of gift to my students. If they work hard, they’ll reap the 
benefits. They will open up doors for themselves.” 

 Henson said she’s “pleased that students want to take the test again because 
they have the confidence that they can do better, and have grown to expect 
greatness for themselves. You can't measure that with a single test score.” 

“Our students deserve the best, and we are committed to delivering that,” said 
Smith.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School ACT and English teacher 
Jennifer Henson works with students Amberly Boyd (left) and Naiyla Bomer. 



 Neusole Glassworks brought their 
mobile glass blowing studio to the 
Winton Woods High School parking lot 
on November 24 to give demonstrations 
in the art of glass blowing to the high 
school’s art students. The glassworks 
had a grant to work with area schools, 
and Winton Woods was one of the 
schools chosen for the demonstration.  

 

 

 
  

 The fourth annual Community 
Holiday Showcase is this Sunday, 
December 7, at 7:00 .m. at Winton 
Woods High School, and 
admission is free. The 90-minute, 
family-friendly show features local 
performing groups including the 
Winton Woods High School Band 
and Orchestra, the North Notes 
second grade choir from Winton 
Woods Primary North, the Mt. 
Healthy High School Performing 
Ensemble and the Mt. Healthy 
Owlettes, and performers from the 
Cincinnati Dance and Movement 
Center. The event benefits Valley Interfaith Food and Clothing Center and is 
sponsored by the Cincinnati Dance and Movement Center. While admission is 
free, donations of winter clothing items--coats, hats, mittens, and scarves--will be 
gladly accepted at the door, along with monetary donations for Valley Interfaith. 
For more information, please call CDMC at 521-8462 or visit 
www.CommunityShowcases.com. 
 

 Fifteen teachers from Winton Woods City Schools have been nominated for the 
$25,000 Fishman Prize for Superlative Classroom Practice, a national award for 
exceptional teachers in high-poverty public schools.   

 Nominated were: Heather Thompson and Brennan Graham from Winton Woods 
High School; Lisa Giblin and Shelly Beumer from Winton Woods Middle School; 
Don Schutte and Cris Cornelssen from Winton Woods Intermediate School; Phil 
Bretz and Mary Barnes from Winton Woods Elementary School; Corrie Lord and 
Jen Wightman from Winton Woods Primary North; Diane Nolan, Emily Perkins 
and Charles (BJ) Webb from Winton Woods Primary South; Jeanne Rankin from 
Project Success; and Felipe Morales-Torres from the orchestra department.  

 The Fishman Prize is awarded by TNTP, a non-profit organization working to 
ensure that all students get excellent teachers. Over 820 teachers applied last 

http://www.communityshowcases.com/


year and thousands more were nominated. Four winners received $25,000 each, 
gained national recognition, and participated in a summer residency program 
where they collaborated on a collection of essays about their teaching strategies.  

 Envision Children, in partnership with Greater Cincinnati Foundation and the 
“Lighting the Way” scholarship, will present “Great Inventions, Great Discoveries 
II,” its academic summer enrichment program for the summer of 2015. This camp 
for children ages 4-10 will take place from June 3 – July 24 at locations in the 
Cincinnati area. Cost is $150 per week, with sibling discounts and scholarships 
available. For more information call 772-KIDS (5437).  
 

 TurkeyFest 2014 was an incredible 
success! Many thanks to the volunteers 
for their help to provide meals and a fun 
afternoon for our Winton Woods 
families. In addition to the turkey meals, 
there were prayer teams, Zumba 
lessons, jump houses and food. Winton 
Woods City Schools presented 
Compass Church with a certificate of 
appreciation for their service.   
 
Thanks go out to the following people 
for their contributions: 

 Jeremy Day - for always being 
willing to serve and working the entire day. 

 Danielle Wallace – for connecting the district with this event. 
 Eileen Mannira – for organizing all the communication with district

 families. 
 Rhonda Hobbs (and her family) – for working our check-in table. 
 Kendall Dorsey – for attending and connecting with families. 
 Genice Peterson – for volunteering to help in any way. 
 Bruce Hodge – WWIS custodian for giving up his Saturday to work the 

 event. 
 

 

  

 

 



 

December 11, 2014 

Quote of the week: 

Spending today complaining about yesterday won't make tomorrow any better.   

           – Unknown 

 Reminder: The first day of Winter Break for students is on Monday, December 

22, 2014. Classes resume on Tuesday, January 6, 2015. 

 

 John Pennycuff was honored at the 
November board of education 
meeting for his 25 years of service as 
a board member for Winton Woods 
City Schools. Pennycuff received the 
OSBA’s Veteran Board Member 
Award on Wednesday, November 12 
in Columbus. Of the more than 3,300 
board members in Ohio, only 28 will 
receive the honor in 2014. 
  

 The generosity that Forest Park 
Walmart has shown is evident 
throughout Winton Woods City 
Schools. It was a $10,000 grant from 
Walmart that was instrumental in the 
creation of the land lab at Winton 
Woods Elementary School, an area 
that includes a rain garden, planting 
beds and composting bins. Walmart’s 
ongoing Earth Day partnership with 
the district has planted trees at each 
school and has brought company 
employees into buildings for Earth 
Day projects with students.  

Walmart has also donated to district 
food drives and the Superintendent’s 
luncheon, participated in a job fair 
held by the district that led to summer jobs for students, and given financial 
support to positive behavior incentives at Winton Woods Elementary School. It 
has donated bikes as part of Winton Woods Intermediate School's former 



D.A.R.E. program and donated $1000 to improve the school’s greenhouses. The 
company has recognized classroom teachers with gift cards, and Winton Woods 
High School received a $1000 to support its music program.   

“From music to computers and so much more, Walmart Foundation grants have 
touched the lives of Winton Woods students in such a positive way,” said Corina 
Denny, community and public engagement coordinator for the district. “Walmart 
is a perfect candidate to receive Winton Woods City Schools’ Community Spirit 
Award for November.”  

According to the Community Spirit award’s criteria, the recipient is a community 
member who demonstrates an exemplary spirit of dedication and service to the 
students and families of Winton Woods City Schools. The recipient leads by 
example, has made significant contributions to the district over a period of years 
and strengthens the Winton Woods community by: 

 Appreciating and celebrating student achievement and successes. 
 Serving others by giving of their own time and talents. 
 Working with a positive attitude and energy. 
 Creating and/or enhancing a sense of community for students and families. 
 Being accessible, approachable and engaging with the community. 

 
PHOTO CAPTION: Zach Lones of the Forest Park Walmart accepted the 
Community Spirit Award from Winton Woods City Schools at the November 
board of education meeting. He is shown with Board President Kim Burns. 
Superintendent Anthony G. Smith is also shown.  

 Waycross Community Media was 
honored by Winton Woods City 
Schools at its November board of 
education meeting with the Ohio 
School Boards Association (OSBA) 
Media Honor Roll award. The award 
was presented to Chip Bergquist, 
executive director at Waycross, in 
recognition of the company’s ongoing 
responsible and exemplary nature of 
reporting on public schools.  

“We appreciate Waycross for their 
fair and balanced coverage of our 
schools and service to our 
communities,” said Corina Denny, community and public engagement 
coordinator for the district. “We are grateful to the staff and volunteers for their 
commitment to videotaping and televising district concerts, events, board of 
education meetings and election forums for many years.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Chip Bergquist of Waycross Community Media is shown with 
Winton Woods Board President Kim Burns. 



 A new 3D printer in the engineering 
lab at Winton Woods High School led 
to an opportunity for three students—
Issac Boateng, Albert Coates and 
William Germany—to participate in the 
Ohio Project Lead the Way 
Conference held at Sinclair College in 
Dayton. “The conference organizer 
saw something I had made in class 
from the 3D printer and offered the 
invitation,” said Myrtis Smith, Project 
Lead the Way teacher at Winton 
Woods High School.   

All of Smith’s engineering students had come up with a product idea and then 
used Autodesk Inventor to create a 3-D computer model of the products. They 
then printed a prototype on the 3D printer. Boateng made a portable coin sorter, 
Coates made a USB holder, and Germany made a desktop Post-it note 
organizer. 

At the conference the students manned the display board that featured their 
products and some other objects made from the printer. “They spent the day 
talking with administrators, counselors and teachers from all over the State of 
Ohio about using the 3D printer, and its impact on their learning,” said Smith. 
“They were well received, and people were very impressed with their projects 
and their presentation skills.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Ohio Project Lead the Way conference are 
Winton Woods High School engineering students (l-r) Albert Coates, Isaac 
Boateng and William Germany.  

 Congratulations to 
Chinese class students 
Micaiah Dawson, Azia 
Thompson, and Anthony 
Phillips, who took part in 
Miami University’s Ohio 
Chinese Singing 
Competition and won the 
first place. They were 
competing against 15 
high schools. The group 
sang the song “Olive 
Tree.” Their coach was 
Winton Woods High School Chinese teacher Rose Yang and their accompanist  
was Jeanette Jordan.  

 
 
 
 



 Leadership students at Winton Woods 
High School used the skills they had 
gained in class to organize and 
implement a food drive at the school 
that benefitted the Free Store Food 
Bank. “My students used social media, 
posters and announcements to collect 
over 800 pounds of food, over 411 
cans,” said Leadership class teacher 
Elaine Sugawara-Forster.    

“Students began the food drive project 
by researching hunger in the United 
States,” she continued. “They then 
focused their research locally and found that more than 1 in 6 kids is ‘food 
insecure,’ meaning they are without reliable access to a sufficient quantity of 
affordable, nutritious food. From their research, they determined why this 
information mattered and what they could do about it. After planning out the 
project, they brainstormed for strategies to help make it more successful. They 
also brainstormed for things that might interfere with their success. All of this 
project preparation led to this great outcome.” 

Student Giante’ Hicks, with the help of student Indya Davis, created an eye-
catching poster to promote the project and used the slogan, “You CAN do it!” 
Dasia Parker wrote the announcements for the project, and several students 
used social media to promote the project by writing direct messages, also known 
as DMs.   

“The cans and boxes were donated to The Free Store Food Bank,” said 
Sugawara-Forster. “They greatly appreciated the donation, as well as the 
students’ willingness to help their community in such a vital way.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Leadership students in representing the food drive project 
are (back row, l-r) Trey Stallworth, Zoraeda Coates, Jerron Cage, Lawrence 
Cotton, Giant’ Hicks, Shavontez Layson, Dasia Parker and Ke’Nyke Cotton; 
(front row, l-r) Deashia Causey, Indya Cotton, Evan Blackwell-Stephens, and 
Bryan Nieto. 

 One of the proudest moments of 
Sarai Dean’s high school career 
was traveling to China and serving 
as a biology teacher to tenth grade 
students there. As a student at 
Academy of Global Studies @ 
Winton Woods High School, Dean 
was able to make the trip that 
allowed her to experience Chinese 
language and culture while having 
an impact on the Chinese students 
she taught. “Sarai  lights up when 
she discusses how her time in China 
affected her and her students,” said 



her counselor Linda Lumpkin.  

Dean, a senior, is currently ranked fifth in her class with a 4.050 grade point 
average while taking Advanced Placement, Honors and Academy of Global 
Studies courses. She is a member of National Honor Society, has served as a 
Student Ambassador, and has been active in marching band, pep band, 
symphonic band, varsity golf, and Key Club.  

“When you meet Sarai you immediately notice that she has an incredible spirit, 
and that she is a very conscientious and caring individual,” said Lumpkin. “It is 
not uncommon for Sarai to be supportive and provide sound guidance to her 
peers when they are in need. This supportive and caring character trait will 
definitely be one of the many positive qualities that will assist Sarai in becoming a 
successful physician. She is very positive and is an academically talented young 
lady.”    

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods senior Sarai Dean is pictured with Board 
President Kim Burns and Kiwanis President Al Sugawara. 

 Innocent Ntwali came to Winton Woods Elementary School last year as a 
Rwandan refugee not able to 
speak any English. This year 
his hard work and conduct in 
school have earned him the 
Kiwanis Character is Key 
Award for Fairness. “Innocent 
has such a unique story and 
fairness is only one aspect of 
his personal narrative,” said 
Principal Kendell Dorsey. 
“Through his year and a half at 
Winton Woods Elementary 
School, he has grown in so 
many ways by assimilating 
into the culture, learning the 
English language and 
becoming friends with his classmates.”   

“Innocent never thinks about himself first,” said his reading teacher Lois Minton. 
“He always wants what is right for the group or the situation.” Physical education 
teacher Sheri Conrad, who is in charge of the school’s Sprinter’s Club, agreed. 
“In Sprinters, Innocent never cuts corners,” said Conrad. “He always runs the 
course the way he’s supposed to. In my class, he doesn't even think about 
cheating, even when no one is looking. He leads by example every day and 
doesn't even know it.” 

“Look at his name, Innocent,” said Dorsey. “He is the epitome of good character. 
He is kind, smart and always willing to lend a helping hand. He is a hardworking 
and constantly challenges himself to be better.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods fourth grader Innocent Ntwali listens as 
Superintendent Anthony G. Smith reads his recommendation for the November 
Character is Key Award at the board of education meeting.  
 



 Twenty students from Winton 
Woods Primary South were 
honored through the school's 
Character Counts program in 
November for displaying the 
character trait of fairness. They 
were: Jennifer Ochoa 
Gonzalez, Jamilah Ballard, 
Charles Jackson, Brayden 
Casas, Deshon Graham, 
Roberta Cheatham, Nathanael 
Dawson, Daniel Mugarura, 
Milagro Prudencio Garcia, 
Emily Belmon, Kaylan 
Harrison, Camylah Robinson, A’Miya Wallace, Nischal Dulal, Jack Oliver, Jorrcy 
Camacho Elias, Taytum Byndon, Donmiel Rogers, Leah Escobedo, and J.J. 
Gamble. Photo by Cindy Boehm.   
  

 The North Notes from Winton Woods Primary North, under the direction of music 
teacher Jennifer Wightman, were showcased in their debut performance of the 
year at the Community Holiday Showcase on December 7. The group sang 
classic Christmas carols and will continue their season with a Christmas caroling 
event, taking place on December 16 around the Greenhills neighborhood. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

January 28, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

Success is not permanent. The same is also true of failure.   - Dell Crossword 

 

 Thirty-one students from the Winton Woods High 
School orchestra are preparing for a unique trip this 
spring. They will be traveling to Miami, Florida to 
participate in a week-long Latin American arts 
immersion. The group will experience Hispanic culture 
from a 360 degree perspective, extending beyond 
music to include art galleries, poetry readings, 
authentic cuisine, and dance lessons.  

 
“If you walk into our class between now and April, you 
will hear driving rhythms and gorgeous folk tunes,” said 
Orchestra Director Felipe Morales-Torres. “Latin 
American music is a genre that high school students 
very rarely get to explore because the music is hard to 
get and even harder to learn. It’s a musical culture 
rooted in dance, which can be tough for those of us with two left feet.” 
 
Morales-Torres said that there are two important musical connections at the 
heart of the trip. “The first is with Miami’s globally ranked New World Symphony, 
where students will rub elbows with professionals,” he said. “The second is with 
the Miami Music Project, a program that engages at-risk youth in music. Winton 
Woods students will have the chance to pass on their enthusiasm for music in a 
mentorship opportunity with younger students. Both groups will participate in an 
outdoor concert at the South Miami Peacock House.” 
 
Some of the music that will be performed on the trip will be featured on the 
district’s Orchestra Night on February 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the David Bell 



Performing Arts Center at Winton Woods High School. The orchestra welcomes 
the whole community to experience the orchestral sounds of Panama, Mexico, 
Cuba and more. 
 

 Winton Woods City Schools will offer preschool services for a limited number of 
children, ages three, four and five, who are residents of the Winton Woods City 
School District. Tuition is $120.00 per month.  

Winton Woods City Schools currently has five early childhood classes in 
operation. The Winton Woods program is separate from the Hamilton County 
Head Start Program. Winton Woods Early Childhood Center is located at 924 
Waycross Road in Forest Park, Ohio 45240. There are two morning classes and 
three afternoon classes. Classes are four days per week, Monday through 
Thursday. Inclusionary classrooms serve children with special needs and 
typically developing children. All children are welcome, including those with 
special needs. 

The district’s goal is to provide a quality early childhood education program for all 
children ages three through five years old. All teachers are certified in early 
childhood education and special education. The program has the benefit of an 
extended staff which includes a physical therapist, occupational therapist, and a 
speech pathologist.  Transportation is provided for all eligible students. 

The curriculum reflects the district’s belief in established early childhood 
principles and Ohio’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards. 

Your child must be potty trained and be three years old by July 31 through five 
years old. Please call the Winton Woods Enrollment Center at 619-2360 for more 
information. 

 Winton Woods City Schools will begin kindergarten registration for the 2015-2016 
school year on Monday, March 2. Office hours at the district’s enrollment center, 
located at 8 Enfield Street in the rear of the Greenhills Community Building, are 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.   

For the convenience of those registering, there will be special extended hours 
from 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 2, and from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 3. Students entering kindergarten must be five years old on 
or before August 1, 2015 to be eligible. Only custodial/residential parents or legal 
guardians may enroll a child in school.    

Required documents that must be presented at the time of enrollment include: 

 Three (3) items for proof of residency (lease, new home contract, 
mortgage statement receipt), plus two additional items such as energy, 
cable, water or phone bills. 

 Original birth certificate of the child. 
 Any custody/guardianship documents filed with the courts. 



 Immunization records. 
 Photo ID of parent/guardian enrolling the child.  

For more information on enrolling a foster child, please contact the enrollment 
center at 619-2360. Help with other questions may be found at the district 
website at www.wintonwoods.org under “our services” or by calling 619-2360. 

 Order your Winton Woods spirit wear today! The deadline has been extended to 
January 30, 2015.Proceeds will benefit the Winton Woods High School band trip 
to China.   
http://www.wintonwoods.org/districtNewsArticle.aspx?artID=11234#sthash.RYbv
aB6Y.0pdTBQkR.dpbs 

 Winton Woods City Schools is proud to present an opportunity for parents to 
learn more about the new state testing. The meeting for parents with students in 
grades 3-6 will be on January 29 at Winton Woods Intermediate School with 
sessions at both 6:00 and 7:00 p.m.  
 

 For the second year in a row, sixth grader Nicolantonio Prentosito is the winner 
of the spelling bee at Winton Woods Intermediate School. The bee, which was 
held on January 12, lasted 39 rounds. Fifth grader Amber Connor came in 
second place. 

This year’s competition was 
organized by Holly Smith-
Conway, a language arts 
teacher at the school. 
Fifteen contestants 
qualified to compete in the 
spelling bee through a 
written pre-test. Prentosito 
hopes to represent Winton 
Woods in the Scripps 
Regional Spelling Bee 
again this year. To do so, 
he must qualify through an 
online spelling test that will 
be taken later in January.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Intermediate School spelling bee champion 
Nicolantonio Prentosito is shown with bee coordinator Holly Smith-Conway and 
Principal Jeremy Day.  

 Winton Woods High School band students are taking part in three area Honor 
Band programs in the month of January.   

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/
http://www.wintonwoods.org/districtNewsArticle.aspx?artID=11234#sthash.RYbvaB6Y.0pdTBQkR.dpbs
http://www.wintonwoods.org/districtNewsArticle.aspx?artID=11234#sthash.RYbvaB6Y.0pdTBQkR.dpbs


Jelani Vaughn participated in OMEA District 14 
Honor Band at Anderson High School over the 
weekend of January 9-10. The group was made 
up of musicians who had auditioned back in 
November 2014.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nine band students were invited to 
participate in Xavier University’s 
Honor Band during the weekend of 
January 16-17, with rehearsals 
Friday evening and all day Saturday, 
and a performance on Saturday 
evening in Gallagher Auditorium at 
Xavier University. These students 
were selected based on the 
recommendations of Band Director 
Dani Ashbrook. They were (l-r) Sarai 
Dean, Alexis Ross, Jelani Vaughn, 
Aversa Prentosito, Tiffany Doucette, 
Britney Rucker, Dayshana Bradley, 
Menyada Anderson, and Jorden 
Denny.  
 
Northern Kentucky Honor Band was 
the weekend of January 23-24, and 
seven Winton Woods band students 
were nominated by Band Director 
Dani Ashbrook to participate. 
Students were selected based on 
chair seating, accomplishments and 
other factors. Students nominated 
were (l-r) Sarai Dean, Jelani 
Vaughn, Parker Sarra, Tiffany 



Doucette, Britney Rucker, Dayshana Bradley, and Jorden Denny.  
 
Many band students will also be participating in OMEA Solo and Ensemble 
Contest on January 31 at St. Xavier High School. 

 

 



 

February 5, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it. 
 

        - Aristotle, Greek philosopher 

 Jessica Miranda (left), a member of the Winton Woods Board of Education since 
2014, was elected president at the board’s organizational meeting on Monday, 
January 6. Board member Kim Burns was elected vice-president. 

Miranda is married, with two 
children enrolled in Winton 
Woods City Schools. She is 
currently on the board of the 
Latino Coalition of Southwest 
Ohio, a member of the Cincinnati 
chapter of League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC), as 
well as a member of the 
Cincinnati Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce. As a member of the 
Forest Park Chamber of 
Commerce, Miranda was the 
2014 recipient of the Forest Park 
Business Recognition award for 
her exemplary community 
service through the annual Fiesta 
Holiday Toy Drive. She is the CEO of Fiesta Auto Insurance & Tax Service in 
Forest Park and is a licensed property and casualty insurance broker and holds 
numerous IRS certifications.   

Miranda said her motto has and always will be “Children first.” She is committed 
to listening to stakeholder input and improving academic outcomes, as well as 
strengthening community partnerships in order to gain crucial support needed to 
continue on the forward path of excellence for all of Winton Woods 



students. “Being a business owner affords me the opportunity to create a legacy 
for my children and to be a mentor to others in our community,” said Miranda. 
“This mentorship is extremely important to me, and something I hold very close 
to my heart. I am excited and ready to work with my fellow board members as 
well as our superintendent and treasurer to ensure sustainability and a culture of 
high expectations for all of our children here in the Winton Woods City School 
District.” 

Burns has been employed by Procter & Gamble for more than 25 years and 
currently maintains a dual role as the North American Accounts Receivable 
Business Process Expert and as the Receivables SPOC for North American 
Acquisitions and Divestitures. She also serves as director of youth ministries at 
Corinthian Baptist Church. Burns is a graduate of Walnut Hills High School and 
received her B.A. from Xavier University. She is married to Wynndel Burns, 
current first vice mayor of Forest Park and is the mother of an adult son and a 
teenaged daughter.  

Miranda and Burns are joined on the 2015 Board of Education by members Tim 
Cleary, Dr. Viola Johnson and John Pennycuff.   

School board members are elected at large for four-year terms. A member may 
serve unlimited consecutive terms. Board members are elected according to a 
schedule that staggers their term expiration dates. Officers serve a term of one 
year and may be re-elected. 

 Winton Woods High School will hold its annual STEM conference on Tuesday, 
February 24, to introduce male and female students in ninth through eleventh 
grade to various STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) careers as 
they plan for their future. The conference will have interactive sessions, keynote 
speakers and a mentor lunch.    

Alicia D. Tidwell, senior manager of diversity and inclusion at Luxottica Retail, is 
the morning keynote speaker. Dr. Emmett C. Roper, Jr., doctor of internal 
medicine and rheumatology at Mercy Health Fairfield, is the afternoon keynote 
speaker. Sessions throughout the day include workshops on project design, 
engineering, teamwork, music, and resources to learn more about STEM 
careers.  

During lunch students will sit down with two professionals in STEM careers for 
questions and conversation. One parent of each of the 150 students selected to 
attend the conference is also invited to attend so that he or she can learn how to 
support their student’s interests in STEM related coursework, college selection, 
and careers. 

 

 



 Winton Woods City Schools is celebrating with eight of its athletes who signed 
letters of intent on National Signing Day, February 4, 2015.  

Kaley Allen signed to play 
basketball at Chicago 
State University. Signing 
letters of intent for football 
were George Brown, 
Louisiana State University; 
Marcus Davis, California 
University in Pennsylvania; 
Noah Listerman, Michigan 
State University; David 
Long, West Virginia 
University; Chaz Lumpkin, 
Grand Valley State 
University in Michigan; 
Christian Lumpkin, Grand 
Valley State University in 
Michigan; and David Sparks, University of Pikeville in Kentucky.    

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at Winton Woods High School’s National Signing Day 
ceremony are (front, l-r) Chaz Lumpkin, Marcus Davis, Kaley Allen, Winton 
Woods High School Principal Eric Martin, David Sparks, David Long, Christian 
Lumpkin; (back, l-r) Noah Listerman and George Brown. Photo by Elise Speeg.   

 The Winton Woods Educational Foundation (WWEF) is continuing its support of 
Winton Woods City Schools with a fundraising benefit at the Grand Finale 
Restaurant in Glendale on Friday, February 20. Reservations are required and 
can be made by calling 771-5925. When scheduling a reservation, be sure to 
identify your affiliation with WWEF for credit. The restaurant will contribute 20% 
of food orders during the evening event, but a minimum of 30 attendees is 
necessary for funds to be paid.  

 
The goal of the WWEF is to provide assistance for programs and activities in 
Winton Woods City Schools that fall outside of traditional funding sources. 
 
The Grand Finale Restaurant is located at 3 East Sharon Road in Glendale.   

 The Winton Woods High School Athletic Boosters organization is accepting 
nominations for the 2015 Winton Woods Athletic Hall of Fame. The public is 
encouraged to send in nominations, along with a listing of the high school and 
post high school accomplishments of the nominee, for consideration by the Hall 
of Fame committee.  

 



Nominations can be sent as follows:  

 

E-mail to:        campbell.dwight@wintonwoods.org 

                        Mail to:            Mr. Dwight Campbell, Athletic Director 

                                                Winton Woods High School 

                                                1231 West Kemper Road 

                                                Cincinnati, OH 45240 

                        Fax to:             619-2416, Attention: Dwight Campbell 

 
The deadline for this year’s nominations is February 28. The formal induction of 
the 2015 Hall of Fame class will take place at halftime of the Winton Woods-
Mason football game on Friday, September 11, 2015. 

Winton Woods City Schools has a long and rich tradition of athletic excellence, 
and the mission of the Hall of Fame is to honor that tradition by the yearly 
induction of graduates, administrators and supporters of Forest Park, Greenhills 
and Winton Woods High Schools.   
 

 The Winton Woods Performing Arts Boosters (PAB), serving the district's award-
winning fine arts programs in grades K-12, are actively seeking energetic 
individuals interested in serving on the booster's board of directors. Volunteers 
are elected and asked to serve on the board for a two year commitment and may 
also serve as a PAB officer. 

 
If you are interested and would like additional information, please contact current 
PAB President Paula Kuhn, pkuhn16@cinci.rr.com or PAB board member Eileen 
Mannira, tmannira@cinci.rr.com or 513-708-7073. 
 
It is only with our families’ continued participation that we are able to enrich our 
students' talents and strengthen their overall academic achievements. Thank you 
for your thoughtful consideration of this important request as we extend our 
wholehearted appreciation of your continued support of the Winton Woods fine 
arts program. 
 

 Winton Woods High School’s vocal a cappella groups—Evolution and 
Redemption—are performing a free Valentine's concert on Thursday, February 
12, at 7:00 p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at Winton Woods High 
School, and the community is invited. “We will sing songs from artists like 
Beyonce’, Imagine Dragons, Simple Minds, MKTO, Rascal Flatts, and much 
more,” said Joe Whatley, the high school’s new a cappella director.    

 

mailto:campbell.dwight@wintonwoods.org
mailto:pkuhn16@cinci.rr.com
mailto:tmannira@cinci.rr.com


 Members of Evolution for 2014-2015 are Tyuan Anderson, Kourtney Barnes, 
 Sarah Bosworth,  TyJaye Capell, Delaney Lindeman and Nick Platt.  

   Members of Redemption for 2014-2015 are Jada Daniels, Jahnae Ellis, Zoe 
 Keller, Arion Miles, Medina Muhammad, LaNisha Rodgers, Charity Sims and 
 Geralyn Smith.   

  Save the date! Winton Woods Middle School’s humanities class is sponsoring 
Family Fun Night at Skate America in Fairfield on Friday, February 27, from 5:00-
7:00 p.m. The cost is $5 to attend and the profits will benefit Winton Woods 
Middle School and Matthew 25: Ministries, our Lead2Feed partner.  
 

 Summer Enrichment Opportunities 
It’s hard to believe we are over halfway through the 2014-2015 school year and 
beginning to think about summer activities. Below are a few opportunities that we 
are currently aware of for your children.   
 

  2015 ENVISION SUMMER ENRICHMENT:  Academic Summer 

Enrichment Program 

June 3 - July 24, 2015; Camp for ages 4-10 

Cost per week: $150 (Sibling discounts and possible scholarships available) 

513.772.5437 (KIDS) 

* Daily Math and Reading 

* Weekly Science, Science labs, Art, Field Trips 

For more information or to register, please call 513.772.5437 (KIDS).   

 Waycross Community Media Summer Film Workshop for Youth  
Waycross Community Media will once again be offering summer workshops 
for area youth. These nine-week, eleven-session workshops, led by 
Cincinnati filmmaker Bob Leibold, will introduce students in grades 6-12 to the 
process of film making. The students will create a short film (between 5-10 
minutes), complete with credits and soundtrack, while learning the 
fundamentals of how films are created. 

This is a hands-on workshop. The process will begin in the concept stage, 
where the students will create rounded characters, determine a plot and 
follow a storyline. Based on these parameters, the students will write a script 
with the help of our workshop leaders. Once the script has been written, the 
students will serve as cast and crew. After the filming has been completed, 
interested students can assist in the optional editing process. The workshop 
will conclude with a premier party for friends and family, with each student 
receiving a DVD copy of the completed project. 

This is an opportunity for kids to be exposed to several new skills in a fun 
environment and to have a tangible result to show teachers, college 
admissions officers, and family. 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/Summer%20Enrichment%202015/Academic%20Summer%20Enrichment%20Program%20Flyer%202015.pdf
http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/Summer%20Enrichment%202015/Academic%20Summer%20Enrichment%20Program%20Flyer%202015.pdf


The workshop for grades 9-12 will be held on Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. from June 10 - July 29. Sessions will also be held on Thursday 
mornings, June 18 and July 23. 

The workshop for grades 6-8 will be held on Wednesday afternoons from 
2:00-5:00 p.m. from June 10 - July 29. Sessions will also be held on Thursday 
mornings, June 18 and July 23. 

A premiere party for students in both workshops and their families will be held 
on Friday, August 14 at 6:00 p.m. 

There is a registration fee of $125 for this workshop. To register, go to the 
Waycross Workshop Registration Page at 
http://www.waycross.tv/summerworkshop.html. For more information, contact 
Chip Bergquist at 825-2429 or chip@waycross.org. 

 

 

http://www.waycross.tv/summerworkshop.html
mailto:chip@waycross.org


 

February 12, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

Excellence is not a singular act; it’s a habit. You are what you repeatedly do.    

          - Shaquille O’Neal 

 

 Congratulations to three Winton 
Woods High School art students 
who are winners in the Scholastics 
Art and Writing Show at the Art 
Academy. Khairi Baxter won a 
Silver Medal for her still life, 
Autumn Adams received Honorable 
Mention for her still life, and 
Princess Dyer received Honorable 
Mention for her print. The awards 
ceremony was Friday, January 30. 
The work of all three artists was 
displayed at the Art Academy from 
January 23 through February 6. 
Autumn Adams’ still life is pictured.  

 
 

 Winton Woods High School’s choir and band programs had a very successful 
weekend at the Ohio Music Education Association’s Solo and Ensemble Contest 
on Saturday, January 31. “Students must perform pieces from a list created by 
the state and that fall into classes according to difficulty,” said Band Director Dani 
Ashbrook. “Our students all put in a lot of hard work, and it showed.”  

Students may compete in Class A, the most difficult music, then Class B, 
followed by Class C. Ratings range from 1 (Outstanding), 2 (Excellent), 3 
(Acceptable), 4 (Poor), and 5 (Very Poor). The results for Winton Woods High 
School students were:   

Vocal Solos 

Class A: Alex Kuhn, received a 1. 

Class B: Joey Mayer, received a 1. 



Class C: Micaiah Dawson, received a 1. 

Band Solos 

Class A: Parker Sarra, received a 1; Brianna Richard, received a 1; Dayshana 
Bradley, received a 2. 

Band Ensembles 

Class A: Bassoon Trio (Parker Sarra, Dayshana Bradley and Brianna Richard), 
received a 1; Sax Trio (Joshua Kerobo, Kendra Jackson and Zach Mavridoglou), 
received a 2. 

Class B: Clarinet Quartet (Leila Adams, Britney Rucker, Jordan Braswell and 
Azia Thompson), received a 2. 
 

 Winton Woods Middle School will host the district's second annual student flash 
fiction contest, Survival of the Fictitious-est, on Saturday, February 28. 

 
Competitors, from both the middle and high schools, have one hour to write a 
short story based off of a surprise prompt. On February 28, the top eight 
competitors will read their stories in front of a panel of professional writers and 
publishers, as well as a public audience. Two winners will receive a Saturday, 
March 21, membership to Millennicon, a local speculative fiction convention, and 
the opportunity to read their work at the convention in front of an audience of 
writers, publishers and fans.   
 
Last year's flash fiction contest winners, Eden Daniel, Conner Muddiman and 
Cari Sullivan, read their work and answered audience questions in front of a 
standing room-only audience at Millennicon. 
 
The reading and judging at Survival of the Fictitious-est on February 28 is free 
and open to the public. It will take place from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the Winton Woods 
Middle School media center. 
 

 For the second year in a row, 
Nicolantonio Prentosito, a sixth 
grader at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School, will 
represent the district in the 
WCPO Scripps Region II Spelling 
Bee. This year’s competition will 
take place at Cincinnati Hills 
Christian Academy on Saturday, 
February 21, at 9:00 a.m. 
Seventy school champions will be 
competing, and the winner will 
advance to the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. 

To advance to the Region II Bee, 
school champions had to score at least 31 out of 50 on the online qualifying 



spelling and vocabulary test. Prentosito scored 46. At last year’s regional 
competition, Prentosito tied for 10th place out of 68 contestants. At age nine he 
was one of the youngest competitors, spelling against students as old as 15.     

This is the fourth year that a Prentosito will represent Winton Woods in the 
WCPO Scripps Region II Bee. Nicolantonio’s older sister, Aversa, also 
represented Winton Woods twice. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Nicolantonio Prentosito at the 2014 WCPO Scripps Region II 
Spelling Bee with news anchor Tonya O’Rourke.  
 

 On December 15, 2014, students from Winton Woods Elementary participated in 
the Kicks for Kids Christmas Celebration. They received Christmas gifts from 
Santa, visited the Bengals’ locker room at Paul Brown Stadium and enjoyed 
running out on the football field with their sponsors. These students were 
selected by their teachers to attend this event based on their good character and 
circumstances that warranted them to be recipients of this great opportunity. 
Students were required to give back by participating in a service project at 
Winton Woods Elementary school, where they cleaned up the school grounds by 
raking leaves and cleaned in the school by wiping down tables and cleaning 
windows. Teachers Taisha James and Sheri Conrad accompanied the students 
on this trip. “It was very touching to see the children so grateful and thankful for 
the gifts from Santa,” said James. “You could just see that it brightened their day. 
One child said, ‘This was the best day of my life.’” A big thank-you to the Kicks 
for Kids non- profit organization for providing these types of experiences for the 
students in the Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky area.  

 Twenty-one students from 
Winton Woods Primary South 
were honored as "bucket 
fillers" in January for their 
caring and kind actions. 
Chosen by their teachers this 
month were: Aiden Turner, 
Jaamier White, Elesha King, 
Giselle Cuevas Amador, 
Brayden Casas, Antonio 
Gonzales Davila Samantha 
Croff, Milagro Prudencio-
Garcia, Joseph Kuhl, Chyla 
Belser, Lily Wethington, 
Joshua Adams, Estefany 
Garcia, A'Miya Wallace, 
Michael Whittie, Zyon White, Lamiya Langford, Hannah Bowman, Vidic Ampadu, 
Amari Cook and Oscar Benetiz-Barahona. 

 
The students received a certificate, a coupon to be out of uniform for one day, 
and a pizza lunch with Principal Tonya Bray. 
 



 Twenty-one students from 
Winton Woods Primary South 
were honored through the 
school's Character Counts 
program in January for 
displaying the character trait of 
trustworthiness. These students, 
who were nominated by their 
teachers, received an award and 
a pencil. They were: Alisha 
Greene, Avery Horn-Townes, 
Maria Kovach, Haille Wilson, 
Kolton Heyl, Camora Julian, 
Joshua Adams, Kaiya Spence, 
Alexis Hibbard, Calista Julian, 
Kaylan Harrison, Kaidence Riggs, Neveah Stark, Zyon White, Tsidqiyah Yisrael, 
Jade Salce, Taytum Byndon, Aaron Israel, Isaisah Kabore, Amari Cook and 
Hezekiah Hutchinson.  
 

 Twenty-one students from 
Winton Woods Primary South 
were honored as “bucket 
fillers” in December for their 
caring and kind actions. 
Chosen by their teachers this 
month were: Brooklyn Stewart, 
Vivian Baker, Janyla Thomas, 
Jacqueline Argueta-Majano, 
Jillian Hawkins, Logan Wilson, 
Ja’Vonte Dudley, Makala Foxx, 
Jessica Reyes-Nava, Reyna 
Spence, Kalin Stroud, Ava 
Larae Muhammad-Clark, 
Khy’lek Jarrett, Sarai Carter, 
Makayla Nkansah, Amber Martinez, Kourtni Hutchenson, Samantha Bunzendahl, 
Gabby Parker, Angel McMenemy, and Raymond Djangmah.        

The students received a certificate, a coupon to be out of uniform for one day, 
and a pizza lunch with Principal Tonya Bray.  



 

March 4, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

As we look ahead into the next century, leaders will be those who empower others.  

           - Bill Gates 

 Congratulations to senior Autumn Adams, who qualified for District competition in 
girl's bowling. Adams's sectional series score was 493. Leila Adams had a series 
score of 452 and missed qualifying for Districts by 12 pins. District competition is 
Thursday, March 5, at Beaver-Vu Lanes in Beavercreek, Ohio.  
 

 Congratulations to the Winton Woods High School wrestling team for placing 
eighth at the Sectional wrestling tournament over the weekend. Wrestlers who 
were individual placers, and who are advancing to Districts, are Cornell 
Beachem, Andrew Kerobo and Sectional champion Jerron Cage. Wrestlers Max 
Parks and Darell Noble placed sixth. Coach Jason Dean offered his 
congratulations to the whole team for a great tournament both on and off the mat. 
The Winton Woods wrestlers were the only team recognized and awarded a 
Civility Coin by tournament officials for showing great sportsmanship and class 
throughout the tournament.  

 
The wrestlers who qualified for Districts will compete on Friday, March 6, at 
Fairmont High School in Kettering, Ohio.    
 

 INFOhio (www.infohio.org) is a resource offered to all PreK-12 students through 
the Ohio Department of Education. It allows FREE access to 27 digital research 
databases containing journal articles, primary sources, videos, images, 
diagrams, eBooks and practice tests that students can use to complete 
homework, school projects and prepare for college. All of these resources are 
available both at school and at home. At school they are accessed through each 
school’s library homepage. They can also be accessed from the district’s website 
through each school’s library media link. Home use requires a username and 
password: USERNAME: wintonwoods PASSWORD: warriors.       

The complete list of databases is available on the site’s main page, 
www.infohio.org, or you can look at the resources by grade level. Clicking on the 
blue information button by each resource will give you a two-page Getting 
Started Guide for each database.   

http://www.infohio.org/
http://www.infohio.org/


If you have any questions about using/accessing this resource, please contact 
the district’s Media Specialist Michelle Sisk. She can be reached by phone at 
766-5461or by email at sisk.michelle@wintonwoods.org.  

 Winton Woods City Schools begins kindergarten registration for the 2015-2016 
school year TODAY! In addition, the district is excited to launch its All Day 
Kindergarten Promotional Video showcasing our incredible staff and students. 

ALL DAY KINDERGARTEN VIDEO 

=>  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9689CbNKGk 

Office hours at the district’s enrollment center, located at 8 Enfield Street in the 
rear of the Greenhills Community Building, are Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. For the convenience of those registering, there will be special extended 
hours from 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on Monday, March 2, and from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 3. Students entering kindergarten must be five years old 
on or before August 1, 2015 to be eligible. Only custodial/residential parents or 
legal guardians may enroll a child in school.    

Required documents that must be presented at the time of enrollment include: 

 Three (3) items for proof of residency (lease, new home contract, 
mortgage statement receipt), plus two additional items such as energy, 
cable, water or phone bills. 

 Original birth certificate of the child. 
 Any custody/guardianship documents filed with the courts. 
 Immunization records. 
 Photo ID of parent/guardian enrolling the child. 

For more information on enrolling a foster child, please contact the enrollment 
center at 619-2360. Help with other questions may be found at the district 
website at www.wintonwoods.org under “our services” or by calling 619-2360. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9689CbNKGk
http://www.wintonwoods.org/


March 26, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

The only people with whom you should try to get even are those who have helped you.   
          John Southard 

 Members of the 2014 Winton 
Woods board of education will 
be recognized by the southwest 
region Ohio School Boards 
Association (OSBA) for 
achieving the "Silver Level" for 
Effective School Boards at the 
OSBA Spring Conference on 
Tuesday, March 10. Board 
members in 2014 were 
President Kim Burns, Vice-
President Tim Cleary, and 
members Dr. Viola Johnson, 
Jessica Miranda, and John 
Pennycuff.  

The award criteria provides a tool for board self-evaluation and planning that can 
be used throughout the year for ensuring that the work of the board gets done. 
To reach this level requires the positive cooperation of the board, superintendent, 
treasurer and administration.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Pictured are (front, l-r) Winton Woods board of education 
2015 President Jessica Miranda, Vice-President Kim Burns, member Dr. Viola 
Johnson; (back, l-r) board member John Pennycuff, Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith, Treasurer Randy Seymour and board member Tim Cleary.  

 Winton Woods City Schools has received a 2015 Best Communities for Music 
Education Designation from the NAMM (National Association of Music 
Merchants) Foundation, joining five other local school districts in achieving this 
honor. Indian Hill, Wyoming, Sycamore, Forest Hills and Lebanon were also 
among 388 school districts chosen from more than 2000 schools that took part in 
the application process.  

 



“This was a comprehensive survey that included everything from instructional 
hours to music’s incorporation in the core curriculum,” said Felipe Morales-
Torres, orchestra director for Winton Woods City Schools. He and Elizabeth 
Hannah, Winton Woods High School choir director, led the application process 
with the assistance of the district’s entire K-12 music staff.  

“Of special note is that while 388 schools were recognized, not all of those 
districts offer a comprehensive music curriculum,” said Morales-Torres. “It is not 
the norm for a district to offer band, choir, and orchestra. It is even more unusual 
for students to be able to participate in more than one discipline from fifth through 
twelfth grade.”  He said he would estimate that 80% or more of students district-
wide participate in the music program. 

Throughout the application process, Morales-Torres and Hannah were able to 
highlight the ways the music department actively contributes to the school 
system’s broader goals. “With the district’s focus on developing globally-
conscious and active citizens, it is invaluable that students have the opportunity 
to give back through events like Concert for a Cause, which Varsity Ensemble 
will be participating in, or to experience other cultures through travel opportunities 
like the orchestra’s Latin American Arts Immersion in Miami and the band’s 
cultural exchange with our sister school in China,” said Morales-Torres.  

Winton Woods students begin their formal music education in kindergarten and 
have access to over 40 minutes a week of instrumental and choral instruction 
beginning in the fifth grade. Daily instruction begins at the middle school, along 
with opportunities for theatrical and competitive performances. There are a 
multitude of daily ensembles and extra-curricular opportunities added in high 
school.  

“We also scored points for the variety of experiences outside the classical genres 
that we provide through our a cappella choirs, the high school jazz band, and the 
middle school alternative orchestra, WiRED.” 

Other survey questions assessed levels of activity and community support. 
Morales-Torres noted that the district offers more than 25 public performances a 
year, all of which are regularly attended by community members, as well as the 
families of performers. “And that number doesn’t include the myriad 
performances we’ve made in partnership with neighboring school districts, 
honors ensembles, and professional organizations like the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra and Cincinnati Pops,” he said.  
 
Two Winton Woods music teachers are also members of OMEA District 14 
leadership: Winton Woods Middle School Choir Director Janna Frank is co-chair 
of the Junior High Honor Choir and Morales-Torres is chair-elect of the 
Southwest Region Orchestra. 
 
“In answering the survey questions, we were able to consistently select the 
highest possible marker for nearly every category,” said Morales-Torres. “Here at 
Winton Woods, we do it all, and we do it big.”   

 
The NAMM Foundation celebrates and promotes the intrinsic value of music 
education. This program, which is in its sixteenth year, singles out districts for 



outstanding efforts by teachers, administrators, parents, students and community 
leaders who have made music education part of the core curriculum. 

 The Winton Woods High School Band is going global with their performances at 
the end of March and traveling to China for a music exchange with their 
sister school in Shanghai. “We have already built so many bridges in the last few 
years through cultural exchanges with Jianping High School that this seemed like 
a logical next step in creating a global connection for our music students,” said 
Band Director Dani Ashbrook. “Our entire high school campus is now part of the 
International Studies Schools Network (ISSN) and is focused on creating global 
learners. This trip supports those goals in a real life way.”  
 
Fifty-seven students are taking part in the Band’s China trip, which will include a 
visit to the Great Wall, Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, the Beijing Zoo, 
the Olympic Stadium and the Terra Cotta Warriors. Sophomore Jackie Martinez 
said she loves to travel and learn about different cultures and is looking forward 
to this travel opportunity. Senior TyJaye Capell agreed, adding that he wants to 
see how Chinese schools and bands operate. “We’re looking forward to complete 
cultural immersion,” said Assistant Band Director Michael Schultz. “Sharing 
music and sharing culture is a great opportunity.”  
 
China Band Trip Send-Off Celebration  
Friday, March 27, 2015 @ 2:15 pm Winton Woods High School  

 Without the Winton Woods Educational Foundation, many academic programs 
and opportunities would not be available throughout Winton Woods City Schools. 
It was because of this educational support that the WWEF was honored at the 
February board of education meeting with the district’s Community Spirit Award.  

“One of the highlights at convocation each year is when the Winton Woods 
Educational Foundation gives out its oversized grant checks,” said 
Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “The 2014 presentation included three more 
grants, bringing to eighteen the number awarded since 2009. Those grants have 
meant that there have been almost 5,000 educational experiences provided by 
WWEF to the students of our district. The foundation’s grants have touched 
students in all of our buildings.”   

Some of the WWEF-sponsored programs in the Winton Woods district have 
included:  

 The high school’s annual STEM conference which introduces students to 
science, technology, engineering and math careers.  

 Project Success’s College and Career Readiness Fair. 

 The Camp Joy Outdoor Educational Center experience, which impacts 
students with multiple disabilities.  

 The Amazing Race, a two-day orientation for students in Academy of 
Global Studies.  

 The Winton Woods Middle School “Go Green Initiative.” 

 The Student Enterprise Marketplace Project at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School.  

 The Virtual Library that brought e-readers to Winton Woods Elementary 
School.  



 The Outdoor Sculpture Project that created a permanent work of art 
in front of Winton Woods Primary South.  

 The “Leader in Me” project at Winton Woods Primary North which 
teaches the seven habits of 
leadership and character to 
students.   

 The Investigations Outdoor 
Learning Labs at Winton Wood 
Primary North and South, which 
also serve community members 
who visit  through maps of the 
United States that are painted on 
the playground, as well as 
number lines, Venn diagrams, 
and clocks.    
 

According to the Community Spirit 
award’s criteria, the recipient is a 
community member who demonstrates 
an exemplary spirit of dedication and 
service to the students and families of 
Winton Woods City Schools. The 
recipient leads by example, has made significant contributions to the district over 
a period of years and strengthens the Winton Woods community by: 

 Appreciating and celebrating student achievement and successes. 

 Serving others by giving of their own time and talents. 

 Working with a positive attitude and energy. 

 Creating and/or enhancing a sense of community for students and 

families. 

 Being accessible, approachable and engaging with the community. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Dale Heidotting, past president of the Winton Woods 
Educational Foundation, accepts the Community Spirit Award from Winton 
Woods Board President Jessica Miranda. 

 This year's spring musical at Winton Woods High School is the Broadway classic, 
The Music Man. Performances are Friday, April 17, and Saturday, April 18, at 
8:00 p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at Winton Woods High 
School. 

 
This Tony award-winning musical is the story of the trouble caused in River City, 
Iowa, when traveling salesman Harold Hill shows up in town, cons the people 
there into buying musical instruments and falls in love with Marian the librarian. 
The show features well-know songs like "Seventy-six Trombones," "Till There 
Was You" and "Shipoopi." 
 
The drama director for the show is Michelle Kozlowski, musical director is 
Elizabeth Hannah, assistant musical director and technical director is Joe 
Whatley, assistant technical director is Ben Watson, choreographer is Melody 
Nordmoe, and the orchestra conductor is Felipe Morales-Torres. 



 
Tickets are $8.00 for reserved seating and $7 for general admission. Tickets are 
currently on sale and can be bought in the Winton Woods High School athletic 
office or through EZpay at www.wintonwoods.org. They will also be available at 
the door on the night of the performances. 
 
 

 Where do you go when you need 
help with math, science, English or 
any other subject at Winton Woods 
High School? In addition to their 
teachers, students now have 
another option—their peers. The 
Warrior Academic Help Center 
takes place after school on Tuesday 
through Thursday from 3:15-4:30 
p.m. in the high school library, 
under the supervision of teachers 
Rebecca Cimini and Erin Murphy. 
“The help center is run by students,” 
said Murphy. “We’re there to make 
sure things run smoothly.”  

Calls went out to high school families letting them know about the on-going 
tutoring opportunity, as well as a flyer that student leaders designed explaining 
how the after-school sessions work. “This program is a privilege, a ninth bell, so 
students are required to arrive by 3:15 in dress code, without their technology, 
and with the desire to learn,” said teacher Alicia Kinne.   

“This opportunity is for all students who want to succeed,” said Principal Eric 
Martin. “The student tutors and teacher facilitators are there to guide students 
toward excellence.”  

“We put the word out to teachers that if they have a student who has been 
working hard but needs a little extra one-on-one attention, a student who they 
believe could blossom under the guidance of an upperclassman, or a student 
who needs to complete a course on PLATO for credit recovery, please 
encourage them to attend,” said Kinne. Cimini added that teachers who stay after 
school to work with students in their own classrooms are encouraged to come to 
the library to join in the tutoring sessions. “It’s another way to show students that 
we care and want to help them succeed,” she said.    

Students tutors have to keep their own grades up and earn service hours for the 
time they volunteer. “They tell us what they’re good at, and we pair them with 
students who need help in that area,” said Cimini. But for senior Hayley Perkins, 
tutoring is more than just about the service hours. “Tutoring is an opportunity for 
me to give back to my school and peers, and share my knowledge in a way that 
improves the learning experience for those around me,” said Perkins.  

Others staff members who have been instrumental to the success of the Warrior 
Academic Help Center are teachers Melanie Laiveling and Brad Lanier, with the 
help of Michelle Sisk, media specialist, and Thad Jemison, security guard.  
 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


“I believe that any student at our school can achieve academically when they 
have determination and a positive attitude,” said Perkins. “It’s a gratifying 
experience when you are able to help someone learn and grow.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods students Aileen Goodwin (left) and Hayley 
Perkins work together after school on Anatomy and Physiology homework. 

 State Representative 
Jonathan Dever and State 
Senator Cecil Thomas visited 
Academy of Global Studies @ 
Winton Woods High School on 
March 20 to listen to 
presentations from students in 
Lauren Berens’ and David 
Traubert’s integrated 11th 
grade AP U.S. Government 
and English class. Student 
groups created a political party 
and gave persuasive 
campaign speeches to the 
congressmen and their 
classmates. Both Dever and Thomas will be returning before the end of the 
school year as part of the class’s next project, which is creating legislation.   

PHOTO CAPTION: State Representative Jonathan Dever and State Senator 
Cecil Thomas took part in student presentations at Academy of Global Studies. 
Shown are (l-r) Thomas, AGS teachers David Traubert and Lauren Berens, 
Dever and AGS students Makayla Boyd and Daniel Carson.   
 

 Will Germany, a senior at Winton Woods High School, 
has put his academic success, good character and 
engineering expertise to work with acceptances to 
Miami University’s College of Engineering, Ohio 
University and Northern Kentucky University. “And he is 
still waiting to hear from others,” said Guidance 
Counselor Kim Goins.  

Germany was honored at the February board of 
education as the Kiwanis Character is Key recipient for 
citizenship. “Will is able to maintain high academic 
standards and participate in such school activities as 
the Academic Quiz Team, Robotics Club, Junior 
Engineering Society, Key Club and band,” said Goins. 
“He is a great role model for his peers. He is 
independent and outgoing and has a great deal of 
confidence. Will is always willing to help a student to understand concepts in 
class and is committed to doing his very best at all times, whatever the 
challenge.” 

 



 Lynard Turner, a senior at Winton Woods, has been 
involved with engineering since intermediate school 
and continues to pursue his interest in the subject at 
the high school. “Lynard has participated in Project 
Lead the Way, a program at the high school that 
focuses on engineering, since his freshman year,” 
said his counselor Evelyn Gibfried. “He is so curious 
about this field that he finds projects at home to fix 
such as rewiring the television or creating fragrances 
and compounds from scratch.” 

As a PLTW student, Turner has taken classes in 
engineering design, principles of engineering, digital 
electronics, civil engineering and architecture. He is 
ranked 40 out of 280 seniors in his class and currently 
holds a 3.15 GPA. “Lynard is a well-rounded student 
and has pushed himself academically in his four years 
of high school,” said Gibfried. “He is honest, hardworking, dedicated, responsible, 
and reliable.” 

Turner was honored at the district’s February board of education meeting as the 
Kiwanis Gold Star Student of the Month. Gibfriend said she would define Turner 
as “a quiet leader because he does not boast about his success nor does he 
slack off. He is a person of integrity and has high moral values. His biggest joy is 
doing what is morally right and helping out a friend in need. He believes that 
doing the right thing is important because it gives him joy in his everyday life to 
reach out and help someone. He truly is a fine young man.”  

 A research project on Kenya, 
Africa, for 75 students in the 
Bearcat pod at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School included a 
Skype visit with pen pals the 
students had recently started 
corresponding with. For the 
Winton Woods students, the visit 
started with a Swahili greeting, 
“jambo,” for their new friends and 
counting to ten in that language.  

The seven student pen pals from 
Nairobi—Robbie, Agana, 
Clapaton, Austin, Daniel, Njuhuna 
and James—shared their favorite foods, pizza and chicken, and talked about 
their school day. They asked about the games the American students played and 
if they went to camp. The African students said they would soon be attending an 
environmental camp where they would sleep in tents, take hikes and boat rides, 
and see buffalo, lions, zebras, hyenas and giraffes. The Winton Woods fifth 
graders were impressed at the list of animals.  

“This is part of an interdisciplinary unit where our students have been writing 
friendly letters and doing a research project on Kenya,” said Intervention 
Specialist Bev Nichols. She set up the Skype visit with the boys through her 



friend, Mim Grooms, who has been working at the Ahadi Orphanage in Nairobi 
for 15 years. Ahadi means “promise” in Swahili.  

PHOTO CAPTION: The Bearcats pod at Winton Woods Intermediate Schools 
talks via Skype to their pen pals 
in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 

 Leslie Gervacio was honored at 
the February board of education 
meeting for receiving honorable 
mention for her artwork at 
Winton Woods Intermediate 
School’s Superintendent’s Art 
Gallery.  

 

 

 

 Julian Vaca-Iber was honored at 
the February board of education 
meeting for receiving honorable 
mention for his artwork at 
Winton Woods Intermediate 
School’s Superintendent’s Art 
Gallery.  

 

 

 

 While school fire drills are a 
pretty common occurrence to 
ensure student safety, school 
lockdown drills are not. Alena 
Smith, a first grade teacher at 
Winton Woods Primary South in 
Springfield Township, wants to 
change that. Smith recently 
wrote and published, A Loud 
Echo From the Hallway, to bring 
greater awareness to the subject 
of lockdown drills and to help 
students, parents, and staff 
members be fully prepared for 
them. 

“After teaching a mini lesson over the importance of a lockdown and practicing 
our lockdown procedure with my students, I still experienced some students 



giggling and not fully understanding why we were practicing, and the importance 
of it,” said Smith. “That's when I realized I needed to create something for 
students to relate to, while informing them of the potential threats we are faced 
with daily.”    

A Loud Echo From the Hallway is the story of a classroom that has to undergo an 
unexpected lockdown, when an intruder enters their school building. It’s also a 
safety book for grades K-6 that teaches children the importance of practicing a 
lockdown drill and how to respond in an emergency situation. “I wanted students 
to have something to connect with,” said Smith. “I wanted them to walk away 
understanding what a lockdown is, how this could happen at their school, and 
how they must listen to the teacher or staff member in charge in order to keep 
them safe.” 

For teachers, Smith’s goal was that they identify or review the safe location in 
their classroom and discuss with students the option of evacuation as well. “I also 
wanted teachers to be aware of all the proper steps to take to keep their 
classrooms safe: check for anyone in the hallway, barricade the door, turn off 
lights and computers, pull curtains, lock doors, keep students quiet, examine 
options of evacuation, and look for items to protect them,” she said. 

As a resource for parents, the book helps them review the safety procedures with 
their child and be informed of the importance of a lockdown. “I want parents and 
students to be aware of the safety measures that teachers, schools and districts 
are taking to ensure their safety and protection against any potential threats in 
our schools,” said Smith.  

In her four years as a teacher, Smith is happy to say she has not experienced a 
real lockdown. But she added, “When students hear the word ‘lockdown,’ I want 
them to respond as if they would after hearing the word ‘fire,’ swiftly and 
quietly.”   

To learn more about A Loud Echo From the Hallway, visit www.Ames4kids.com. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Author and Winton Woods Primary South first grade teacher 
Alena Smith has over ten years of experience working with children. She earned 
a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in early education from Antioch University McGregor 
and is currently pursuing a Master’s in Educational Leadership from Miami 
University. 

 

 

http://www.ames4kids.com/


 

April 9, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate version of somebody 

else.          --Judy Garland 

 

 For information on the upcoming bond issue on May 5, 2015, please visit our 

website at http://www.wintonwoods.org/content_page.aspx?cid=1592. 

 

 Colette Ouattara is described by 
Winton Woods High School 
Counselor Evelyn Gibfried as a 
self-starter, independent learner, 
hard worker, and service-minded 
student. But that is only part of the 
reason that Gibfried nominated 
Ouattara as the March Kiwanis 
Gold Star Student of the Month at 
the district’s board of education 
meeting.  

Even though circumstances at 
home have kept Ouattara from 
many extra-curricular activities, 
Gibfried said “her involvement comes from her dedication the Academy of Global 
Studies, and she has shown much success in this program.” AGS is a school-
within-a-school which consists of project-based learning and a global focus. “As 
an AGS student, Colette has learned in a wall-to-wall project-based learning 
setting where she has been required to present over 100 times to her peers, as 
well as to business and community members during her high school career. Also, 
as a member of this program, she has benefited from becoming globally 
competent as she has completed four years of our Global Seminar courses, 
including a year in our Model United Nations program. Colette has also traveled 
to San Antonio, Texas, to take part in Model UN competitions.” 

Ouattara’s course load has included AP U.S. Government, AP Human 
Geography, AP Physics, and Spanish IV. She currently maintains a 3.42 GPA 
and a class rank in the top 15% of her senior class. Her community service work 
includes volunteering over the summer with the Dehan Summer Camp, where 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/judy_garland.html
http://www.wintonwoods.org/content_page.aspx?cid=1592


she was able to meet with Chinese students and help them acclimate to 
American culture.   

“Colette works hard, treats people right, and has been exposed to a very 
challenging academic program,” said Gibfried. “She has the communication skills 
and team attributes that are necessary to be successful in the professional world 
and in college.”        

PHOTO CAPTION: Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis Club member Jim Lawler 
presents Colette Ouattara with the Kiwanis Gold Star Student of the Month award 
for March. 

 The Forest Park Women’s Club began investing in the students of Winton Woods 
City Schools through college scholarship awards in 1976. To date, that 
investment has amounted to more than $100,000. “These scholarships provide 
positive reinforcement to our seniors for a job well done and help to ease the 
burden of college costs for the recipients,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith 
at the March board of education meeting. “We are in debt to the members of the 
Forest Park Women’s Club 
for their many years of 
service and support.” 

The club also sponsors the 
district’s annual 
Community School 
Achievement Committee 
(CSAC) awards that honor 
the academic achievement 
and community service of 
students at Winton Woods 
High School. “This is an 
event that our students 
look forward to each year,” 
said Smith.  

Forest Park Women’s Club 
President Pat Newman was on hand to accept the district’s Community Spirit 
Award, along with education committee co-chairs Mary Lou Aufmann and 
Dorothy Haas, and membership chair Teresa Rodriguez.  

“We’re grateful for the hard work that the members of the Forest Park Women’s 
Club put into their fundraising efforts and the ways that hard work benefits our 
students,” said Corina Denny, community engagement coordinator for Winton 
Woods City Schools. “Our scholarship recipients have gone on to achieve 
amazing things in college and beyond, and part of the credit for that can be 
attributed to the Forest Park Women’s Club.”  

According to the Community Spirit award’s criteria, the recipient is a community 
member who demonstrates an exemplary spirit of dedication and service to the 
students and families of Winton Woods City Schools. The recipient leads by 
example, has made significant contributions to the district over a period of years 
and strengthens the Winton Woods community by: 

 Appreciating and celebrating student achievement and successes. 



 Serving others by giving of their own time and talents. 
 Working with a positive attitude and energy. 
 Creating and/or enhancing a sense of community for students and families. 
 Being accessible, approachable and engaging with the community. 

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Members of the Forest Park Women’s Club accept the 
Community Spirit Award at Winton Woods’ March board meeting. Shown are (l-r) 
Teresa Rodriguez, Dorothy Haas, Winton Woods Board of Education President 
Jessica Miranda, Pat Newman and Mary Lou Aufmann. 

 Spring break meant a trip to Germany for eight Winton Woods students, who 
traveled throughout the country and visited the cities of Frankfort, Herxheim, 
Mainz, and 
Heidelberg. The 
students also went 
to Strausbourg, 
France, and some 
traveled to Paris. 
“We toured 
downtown 
Frankfort, met the 
mayor of Herxheim 
and toured their 
school, met 
senators in Mainz, 
which is the state 
capitol, toured 
Heidelberg castle, 
visited Struthof, 
which is a 
concentration camp, and the Gutenberg Museum,” said Becky Cimini, video 
productions and digital literacy teacher at Winton Woods High School, who went 
on the trip with her husband. Eric. Winton Woods High School Assistant Principal 
Kevin Jones also chaperoned the trip with his daughter, Tiana.  

Cimini said Lisa Grub, a German exchange student who was a junior at Winton 
Woods High School last year, came up with the idea of the exchange. “Her 
mother is a teacher at Pamina Schulzentrum Herxheim, the German school we 
visited. It’s also the school we’re in the exchange program with.” 

The Winton Woods High School students who traveled to Germany were Nadia 
Goforth, Maria Holt, Jackson Kramer, Jaleni Vaughn, Jahari Muhammed, 
Tagashia Wakefield, Hannah Van Dyke, and Charity Sims.   
 
 
 
  



 Tales of dragons and jealous 
little girls, of teeth and 
toasters were read on 
Saturday, March 21, by four 
Winton Woods students at 
Millennicon, Cincinnati’s 
longest-running speculative 
fiction convention. “These 
readings have become the 
highlight of the convention,” 
said Jason Sizemore, author 
and editor-in-chief of Apex 
Magazine and head of Apex 
publications. 

Students Eden Daniel, Kate Ingram, Alex Kress and Cari Sullivan read their work 
to an audience of literature fans, professional writers and publishers. “Those 
attending were amazed to hear that the students’ work was created in the space 
of an hour, as part of the Winton Woods Survival of the Fictitious-est flash fiction 
contest,” said Anthony Klarncar, who ran the writing contest. He is also the 
sponsor of the Headcases, Winton Woods Middle School’s writing group. “Jason 
Sizemore remarked after the reading that they had just made every author in the 
room incredibly jealous.”  

As a result of the success of the district’s flash fiction contest, which is only in its 
second year, Klancar said the Headcases have been placed in charge of a 
limited track of panels in next year’s Millennicon convention. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at Millennicon 2015 are Winton Woods students (l-r) 
Alex Kress, Kate Ingram, Cari Sullivan and Eden Daniel.  

 Five art students from Winton 
Woods Middle School were 
honored at the district’s March 
board of education meeting as 
Art Gallery winners at their 
school. Michelle Lopez-
Rodriguez received the 
Superintendent’s Selection 
award, Destiny Parker 
received the Principal’s 
Selection award, and Amari 
Brandy, Wilmer Esquival and 
Yilzet Perez received 
honorable mentions. Their art 
teacher is Melissa Kautz.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Showing their award-winning artwork are Winton Woods 
Middle School students (l-r) Michelle Lopez Rodriguez, Wilmer Esquival, art 
teacher Melissa Kautz, Amari Brandy and Destiny Parker. Yilzet Perez is not 
shown. 

 



 Winton Woods Elementary 
School recently held its annual 
Career Fair for all fourth 
graders, with representatives 
from education, science, 
research, chemistry, 
communications and 
cosmotology. Winton Woods 
Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith and  Executive Director of 
Human Resources Courney 
Wilson also participated. 
Representatives from Procter & 
Gamble, Envision Children, 
Cincinnati Bell, and Steven & 
Regina’s House of Style were all 
on hand to share information 
about their career journeys. 

 

 

 Arion Harrell, a first grader at Winton Woods Primary North, was honored at the 
March board of education meeting with the Character is Key Award for 
resourcefulness. “It seems that any academic 
challenge presented to Arion is accepted with great 
resourcefulness,” said his teacher Teresa Stone. 
“Every day our class has a number of the day. The 
students are challenged to find as many ways as 
they can to make the number. Recently we had the 
number 21, and our class was challenged to find 21 
ways to represent the number. Arion accepted that 
challenge and found 17 subtraction equations that 
represented 21. Keep in mind that most of the year 
we have worked on addition equations.”  

Stone described Harrell as a “quiet, shy, but gritty 
student” who has earned the respect of his 
classmates. “Recently when working at a table with 
students who disrupted the classroom with a bit of 
horseplay, Arion quietly got up and went to a quiet 
seat across the room, removing himself from a situation that interrupted his 
learning.” 

She said that while Harrell has a “no nonsense approach to learning,” that 
doesn’t mean he’s not a good friend. “He works with any student in the 
classroom when working in partners or small groups,” said Stone. “When Arion 
finishes his work early he is happy to help his friends. He represents what a 
Winton Woods resourceful Warrior should be in the classroom—a learner, a 
friend and a role model.” 



 2015 GATOR swimming registration is just around the corner!  The annual in-
person registration night is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15, from 6:00-8:00 
p.m. in the library of the Greenhills Community Building. Everyone is welcome.  
Bring along a friend!  

 
Kast-A-Way will be on site to fit and order team suits. We will be using the same 
team suit as last season. Kast-A-Way recommends ordering suits by mid May in 
order to ensure delivery before the first meet. They will also bring a selection of 
items for your other swimming needs: goggles, caps, etc.  
 
If you are unable to attend this registration night, keep in mind that the pre-
season rates are in effect through Friday, May 8. Our website is currently being 
updated, but the 2015 registration packet will be posted soon. We appreciate 
those who print and complete the forms in advance, which helps expedite the 
registration process.  
 
For questions, email us at greenhillsgators@live.com or contact Liz Weseli at 
851-1150. For more information, visit our website www.greenhillsgators.com.  
 
Don’t miss out on another exciting season! 

 

 

mailto:greenhillsgators@live.com
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April 16, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

Never give up.          --Lauren Hill 

 

 For important information regarding the upcoming bond issue on the ballot for 
May 5, please visit our website at http://www.wintonwoods.org/Content/1592. 
 

 Come support the Winton Woods Educational Foundation next Friday night, April 
24, for the annual Zumbathon! 

Where?  Winton Woods Intermediate School 
When?  Friday, April 24, 2015 
Time?  7:00 – 8:30  (doors open early!) 
Cost?  $10 …. TAX DEDUCTIBLE! 

 Winton Woods City Schools 
celebrated its educational 
partnership with Envision 
Children at the group’s 10th 
annual “Lighting the Way” 
Fundraiser and Silent Auction 
on Sunday, April 12. 
Business and civic leaders 
from the Cincinnati area 
joined together to raise 
money to provide 
scholarships for under-served 
students to participate in the 
educational programming of 
Envision Children. Shown at 
the event are (l-r) Steve Denny, executive director of accountability and business 
affairs for Winton Woods City Schools; Sheryl Garner, president and founder of 
Envision Children; Kim Lampl of Envision Children; Vincent Rey, Envision board 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/Content/1592.


member and player for the Cincinnati Bengals; and Jessica Miranda, board of 
education president for Winton Woods City Schools.  
 

 This year’s spring musical at Winton Woods High School is the Broadway 
classic, The Music Man. Performances are Friday, April 17, and Saturday, April 
18, at 8:00 p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at Winton Woods High 
School.     

This Tony award-winning 
musical is the story of the 
trouble caused in River 
City, Iowa, when traveling 
salesman Harold Hill shows 
up in town, cons the people 
there into buying musical 
instruments and falls in love 
with Marian the librarian. 
The show features well-
known songs like “Seventy-
six Trombones,” “Till There Was You” and “Shipoopi.”     

Tickets are $8.00 for reserved seating and $7 for general admission. Tickets are 
currently on sale and can be bought in the Winton Woods High School athletic 
office or through EZpay at www.wintonwoods.org. They will also be available at 
the door on the night of the performances. 

 Professionals in careers that 
included sales and 
marketing, mortuary science 
and massage therapy 
attended the Career Fair at 
Winton Woods City Schools’ 
Project Success on Friday, 
April 10, to introduce 
students to the range of 
opportunities available after 
high school graduation. “The 
alternative school students 
were surveyed earlier this 
school year regarding their 
career aspirations, and 
professionals were invited based on the results of their surveys,” said Brenda 
Hodges-Davis, principal at Project Success.   

Seniors were dressed professionally and had current resumes that they 
developed in class. “Several students were interviewed on the spot, and three 
were invited to attend the Cincinnati Firefighter’s prep class for the upcoming 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


exam,” said Hodges-Davis. “We also held a college fair in the fall, and the career 
fair is our culminating activity to complete the college career readiness theme we 
adopted this school year.”   

Hodges-Davis said a grant from the Winton Woods Educational Foundation was 
of great assistance in the school’s college/career readiness efforts. “It is 
paramount that our students have a global perspective of career opportunities 
available to them, and we are excited to bring these opportunities to our 
students,” she said.  

In addition to the alternative education students who attended the career fair, 
Winton Woods Middle School humanities students and members of the student 
group, “Boys to Kings,” were also on hand to talk to presenters. Some of the 
careers represented at the fair included: firefighting, law enforcement, 
marketing/sales, cosmetology, plumbing, electrical, banking, transportation, 
therapy, athletics, hotel management, daycare provider, barbering, and culinary 
arts.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Heather Bollen, a glass blower from Neusole Glassworks in 
Forest Park talks to Winton Woods seniors Tamesha Warren (center) and 
Ni’Yana Madaris. 

 Since 2004 Winton Woods Middle School has raised almost $11,000 for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society (LLS). Even though 
this year’s Pasta for 
Pennies fundraiser was 
interrupted by a number of 
snow days from January 20 
through February 20, 
donations from staff and 
students totaled $811.34. 

“Each first bell class 
received flyers about the 
Pasta for Pennies 
fundraiser, and each 
student received an 
individual collection box,” 
said Susie McGraw, media 
center assistant at the 
school. “The two first bell classes that collected the most money were given a 
pasta luncheon provided by Olive Garden.” This year the winning classroom was 
Lisa and Gary Giblin’s combined first bell classes, with Jeff Merrill’s class coming 
in second. 

“The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Tri-State Southern Ohio Chapter is a 
wonderful organization, and Winton Woods Middle School is happy to be a part 



to help cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma,” said 
McGraw. 

The school’s 2015-2016 LLS fundraiser will take place in the fall and will run from 
October 26 until November 13. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Middle School students show their banners 
and collection boxes for their annual Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Pasta for 
Pennies fundraiser.   

 Congratulations to Academy of Global Studies math 
teacher Josh Amstutz, who had one of his math 
projects selected for publication in the ISSN/Asia 
Society newsletter that was sent out to everyone in the 
International Studies Schools Network. To learn about 
the Ice Cream Carnival teaching module, go to 
http://api.ning.com:80/files/Z-
JJSpQIZ6*5XdQH*UEIR8gSS*Uac46t1JgBu5Nu*TXM
Xck9FKnspGdM7NEWOGtrw6GBiwSo9ZZO1jJmePYL
mcdv5ZB8w6P4/IceCreamCarnival.pdf.  

 
 

http://api.ning.com/files/Z-JJSpQIZ6*5XdQH*UEIR8gSS*Uac46t1JgBu5Nu*TXMXck9FKnspGdM7NEWOGtrw6GBiwSo9ZZO1jJmePYLmcdv5ZB8w6P4/IceCreamCarnival.pdf
http://api.ning.com/files/Z-JJSpQIZ6*5XdQH*UEIR8gSS*Uac46t1JgBu5Nu*TXMXck9FKnspGdM7NEWOGtrw6GBiwSo9ZZO1jJmePYLmcdv5ZB8w6P4/IceCreamCarnival.pdf
http://api.ning.com/files/Z-JJSpQIZ6*5XdQH*UEIR8gSS*Uac46t1JgBu5Nu*TXMXck9FKnspGdM7NEWOGtrw6GBiwSo9ZZO1jJmePYLmcdv5ZB8w6P4/IceCreamCarnival.pdf
http://api.ning.com/files/Z-JJSpQIZ6*5XdQH*UEIR8gSS*Uac46t1JgBu5Nu*TXMXck9FKnspGdM7NEWOGtrw6GBiwSo9ZZO1jJmePYLmcdv5ZB8w6P4/IceCreamCarnival.pdf




 


 


October 9, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


The wisest men follow their own course.      – Euripides 


 


 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City 
School District bond issue, please visit our website at 
www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs on the left will 
take you to information regarding the bond issue and also 
voting information. The bond issue will be on the November 
4, 2014 ballot.   
 


 John Pennycuff will be honored at the Ohio School Boards 
Association’s Capital Conference for 25 years of service as a 
board of education member for Winton Woods City Schools. 
He will be presented with the OSBA’s Veteran Board Member 
Award on Wednesday, November 12 in Columbus. Of the 
more than 3,300 board members in Ohio, only 28 will receive 
the honor in 2014.  
 


 The Winton Woods Board of Education welcomed to the 
district the newest group of foreign exchange and international students at its 
September meeting and presented the group with medals of recognition. “I hope 
your educational journeys are going 
to be something that strengthens our 
district and makes you a better 
student as well,” said Superintendent 
Anthony G. Smith.  


Attending Winton Woods High School 
this year are: Nadina Imamovic from 
Bosnia, Tim Wei from China, Marina 
Curic from Germany, Lucas Pohl 
from Germany and Francesca 
Rizzardi from Italy.  


PHOTO CAPTION:  Winton Woods 
Board of Education Vice-President 



http://www.wintonwoods.org/





Tim Cleary is shown with the district’s 2014-2015 foreign exchange and 
international students (l-r) Francesca Rizzardi, Lucas Pohl, Marina Curic and 
Nadina Imamovic. Tim Wei is not shown.  


 Winton Woods has been nominated for the Gold Star Chili Team of the 
Week!  You can vote for the Warriors at www.TriStateFootball.com. You can cast 
your votes (once per hour/per IP address) between now and Friday morning at 
9:00 a.m. when the voting ends, and winners will be announced. All winning 
teams will be recognized by Gold Star Chili, a proud sponsor of high school 
football and supporter of the community.  
 


 Winton Woods City Schools wants to equip its students and parents with the 
necessary tools to excel in college and career training. That’s why the district is 
holding "Your Future Begins Now," the first of three college and career 
readiness seminars on Wednesday, October 22, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the 
Winton Woods High School library.  


The first workshop will be led by Al Riddick, president of Game Time Budgeting 
LLC, and is recommended for families and students in grades 5-12. Students will 
learn about the skills required to excel in college or a career training experience, 
while parents will get a better understanding of the financial aspects of the 
college experience. Riddick said he’ll help participants understand their money 
MAP, establish S.M.A.R.T. goals and spending strategies, and achieve better 
day-to-day financial outcomes. Those attending will learn basic financial 
terminology, money myths, and the pitfalls of plastic currency.  


“These seminars are in response to a need that our community expressed in a 
survey conducted by the district in May 2014,” said Corina Denny, community 
and public engagement coordinator. “We will have Spanish interpretation 
available, and the first 50 attendees will receive a light dinner.”  


 Every May for the last 21 years, 
blue, green, and white ribbons 
show up on the chain link fence 
by Winton Woods High School to 
honor the year’s graduates. The 
tables were turned at the district’s 
September board of education 
meeting, and the ladies who have 
put up the ribbons for many of 
those years were honored 
instead. Rogie Vollmar, Betty 
Dunn, Karen Kitchen and Elise 
Kitchen were recognized by the 
board for the time and work 
they’ve put in over the years to 
honor Winton Woods graduates in 
a tangible way.  


With background help from the high school staff, the ribbons are lettered with 
each student’s name, a process that takes about 15 hours. They’re then hung on 
the fence on the Saturday morning before graduation, and come down when the 
graduates stop to pick them up. Vollmar thanked the many community members 







who have contributed financially to the project over the years and said she was 
especially proud of the $10.3 million in scholarship money earned by the 
graduating class of 2013.  


PHOTO CAPTION: Shown getting ready to hang ribbons for the 2014 graduating 
class at Winton Woods High School are (l-r) Karen Kitchen, Elise Kitchen, Rogie 
Vollmar and Betty Dunn. 


 School Spirit Tastes Great! Come out and support the Winton Woods Middle 
School fundraiser at the Forest Park Chipotle on Wednesday, October 22nd 
from 4:00 to 8:00 pm. Just bring the attached flier, show the flier on your smart 
phone or just mention that you are there for the WWMS fundraiser and Chipotle 
will donate 50% of the proceeds to WWMS. This is a tasty way to show your 
school spirit and support the students at WWMS! 
 


 The fight against cancer continues as Winton Woods Intermediate School’s fifth 
annual Warriors for the Cause Students vs. Staff Basketball Game will 
benefit this worthy cause. “Half of our proceeds will be donated to the American 
Cancer Society and half will be put into a fund to assist families here at our 
school who are in need,” said WWIS Secretary Genice Peterson, who is helping 
to coordinate the fundraiser. The game will take place on Thursday, October 16, 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at the school.  


“On the staff team, we’ll have players from all the buildings in the district, and 
Jermaine Hill from the Forest Park Fire Department will bring any firefighters who 
are available,” said Peterson. “The student team is made up of a girl and a boy 
from each class that are nominated by their peers. Boys play the men and girls 
play the ladies, alternating throughout the game.” 


Admission to the fundraiser is $2.00 for students and $3.00 for adults. 
Concessions will be available that evening, and there will be several raffles.   


 Principal Jeremy Day likes Bridge Club at Winton Woods Intermediate School 
because it teaches critical thinking and teamwork. Parent Lora Wolke, who 
approached Day with the idea for the club, knew that playing bridge improves a 
player’s focus, memory, and math skills. Fifth grader Kavita Nelson just likes 
Bridge Club because it’s fun.  


Bridge Club is new this year at WWIS, and the fifth 
and sixth graders who attend are part of the youngest 
bridge club sponsored by the Cincinnati Bridge 
Association. “We usually play a few rounds, have a 
snack and then get back to playing,” said Nelson. 
Wolke said each session, which takes place on 
Wednesdays after school, starts with 20 minutes of 
learning about bridge and then an hour of playing. 
Tom Mess, with the Cincinnati Bridge Association, 
said early sessions have been about fundamentals. 
“We’re getting them to learn to play cards and learn 
shuffling and handling,” said Mess. 


Bridge, which has been compared to other strategic 
card games like euchre and spades, has its own 







vocabulary. The students are learning terms like “declarer,” “dummy” “tricks” and 
“trump.” Because bridge is played in pairs, they’re also learning teamwork. 
“Bridge is a ‘we’ game not an ‘I’ game,” said Mess.  


Volunteer Patti Wiers, who was joined by Dot Keith, Fran Ingram and Donna 
Stothfang at a recent bridge club meeting, said the object of the card game is to 
take the number of tricks that you bid. “You must learn to communicate with a 
partner, telling him or her in bidding terms what is in your hand, because you 
work together,” said Wiers. “Then you must strategize how many tricks you can 
take. Bridge is a thinking game, a sort of memory game. The person who can 
remember all the cards played will do very well.”  


Wiers said she learned to play bridge at a young age and taught two grandsons 
to play when they were about the same age as the students at WWIS. Wolke 
said her children are good at euchre, and her parents encouraged her to get 
them into bridge. Wolke’s daughter Noelle, a fifth grader, said she joined bridge 
club because she likes cards and her friends were doing it, but that she also 
enjoys meeting new kids.  


Day is happy that the students are enjoying the new club and that they’re 
learning to think through a process. “For me, the biggest sell is that they’re 
learning to persevere through something.”  


For Nelson, it’s about the fun. “We always have so much fun that we play until 
after the club officially ends,” she said.  


PHOTO CAPTION: Tom Mess from Cincinnati Bridge Association explains an 
aspect of the game to Kavita 
Nelson (right) and Maria 
Adames at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School’s bridge 
club. 


 Sprinters Clubs are underway 
again this year at Winton Woods 
Intermediate and Elementary 
Schools with members training 
twice each week for 5K races 
that will happen this fall and in 
the spring. Coaches Janet 
Harden and Kristen Rumsey are 
preparing their fifth and sixth 
grade runners for the Run for 
Good 5K at the end of October 
and the Flying Pig 5K in May. 
Coaches Sheri Conrad, Lois 
Minton, Ellie Gelhot, Lynne 
Harrris, and Taisha James are 
doing the same with their third 
and fourth graders at Winton 
Woods Elementary.  


“The purpose of the club is to 
keep students physically active 







and enjoy exercise,” said Harden, who has led Sprinters since 2007. She was 
joined by Conrad in 2008 when the district went to grade level buildings. “You 
don’t have to be a great runner to be part of Sprinters,” said Conrad. “The 
purpose of participating is to improve your health and enjoy being part of a team.”  


Harden has about 35 fifth and sixth graders and said her runners are excited to 
be participating in a local race this fall. The Run for Good 5K on October 25 takes 
place during the Greenhills Harvest Festival and benefits the Alois Alzheimer’s 
Foundation. Conrad and her team of coaches have 67 Sprinters this year and are 
also looking forward to the race.  


WWIS Sprinters are: Paige Adams, Trinity Azure, Alex Beamon, Bharat 
Chamalagai, Amber Conner, NJ Dulai, Amaya Fox, Derrick Frierson, Dawson 
Frisby, Leslie Gervacio, Ayden Hassertt, Anthony Hernandez, Joseph 
Hernandez, Alex Ingram, Aariyah Kittles, Jaida Lumpkin, Arriyanna Moore, 
Ravey Mosley, Candyce Rechel, Elijah Sneed, Taylor Sneed-Jackson, Alondra 
Sotelo, Elijah Spence, Damarion Stone, Uriah Sullen, George Suttle, Asia Taylor, 
Grace Taylor, Malacki Ward and Chase Woody.   
 
WWES Sprinters are: E’Leisa Adams, Zimena Alaniz, Jaymir Arafiles, Elisha 
Baah, Krobia Baffour, William Batton, Emlee Bays, William Boggs, Chance 
Brown, John Brown, Xyia Carr, Thomas Crossty, Michael Crutcher, Lonnie Dean, 
Kennice Donnellon, Sophia Dorman, Crishaun Early, Andrew Eascobedo, Esther 
Epani, Michelle Fordjour, Vicayla Galloway, Victor Galloway, Eva Maria 
Gervacio, Joden Gibbs, Chris Gonzalez, Artasia Gordon, Hall Hall, Heaven Hall, 
Kamari Harris, Ashly Hernandez, Isaiah Hill, Aiden Hinterlong, Alaina Jones, 
Ja’Hyra Jones, La’tko Jordan, Aniyah Kirkman, Ian Lawson, Xudong Lei, NiKayle 
Lewis, Janiece Lumpkin, Jocelyn Marquin, William Mayfield, Layla McClenden, 
Innocent Ntwali, Saman, Oresso, Noah Partin, Jen Phillips, Kenyon Rucker, 
Emily Rameraz, Meshay Roland, Lilly Ruthen, Andrew Ryan, Sean Schouten, 
Tavon Simmonds, Jeremiah Singleton, K.C. Spears, Zion Stiggers, Colin 
Sullivan, Kaleb Taylor, Melle Velasquez, Eveynn Vickers, Kyle Warren, Isabella 
Williams, Kaitlynn Woodall, Benyah Yisrael and Victor Zavalaga.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION:  Shown are Sprinters Club members from Winton Woods 
Elementary (bottom) and Intermediate Schools. 


 Over 100 people attended 
Grandparents Day at Winton 
Woods Elementary School 
where they were treated to 
breakfast, toured the building, 
took photos with their 
grandchildren, visited 
classrooms and shopped at the 
book fair.  


Principal Kendell Dorsey talked 
about the state report card and 
pointed out some trends so 
those attending could 
understand the work going on 
throughout the building. He 







urged the grandparents to stay involved and engaged and signed up some 
volunteers. Vice Principal Linda Pavlinac talked to the group about helping their 
grandchildren with reading. The school’s new Student Ambassadors helped 
support the event by manning tables and answering questions.  


PHOTO CAPTION: Grandparents Day at Winton Woods Elementary School.  


 


 


 


 


 








 


December 3, 2014 


Quote of the week:  


Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.     - William James 


 


 December is a month full of holiday music throughout Winton Woods City 
Schools, and the public is invited to attend. Winton Woods Middle School will kick 
off the holiday concert season with its choir concert on Wednesday, December 3, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the school auditorium. On Thursday, December 4, the Winton 
Woods High School band will be joined by members of the sixth grade band for a 
concert in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at Winton Woods High School at 
7:00 p.m. 


On Tuesday, December 9, the Winton Woods Middle School orchestra concert 
will take place in the middle school auditorium at 7:00 p.m. Winton Woods High 
School will hold its annual choir and orchestra holiday concert on Thursday, 
December 11, at 7:00 p.m. Alumni are invited to attend to join in the singing of 
the “Hallelujah” chorus. Winton Woods Intermediate School will host its band and 
orchestra concert on Monday, December 15, at 7:00 p.m. at the school. They will 
be joined by the Winton Woods Elementary School choir.  


 After just one quarter, the new ACT Class at Winton Woods High School has 
raised test scores for this college 
entrance test for many students. 
“We had 25 out of 34 students who 
took the test, or 74% of them, raise 
their composite score,” said 
Jennifer Henson, ACT and English 
teacher at the high school. “One 
student scored a 30 from an 
original score of 28.”  


In addition to her job with Winton 
Woods, Henson has spent the last 
five years as an ACT tutor for 
students at many area high 
schools. It was that tutoring 
experience that led her to approach 







Superintendent Anthony G. Smith and then Winton Woods High School Principal 
Dr. Terri Holden with the idea of the elective ACT class. “I knew I could make a 
difference on our scores.”   


And she was correct. After nine weeks of test prep, a number of students in her 
class raised their total ACT score by three points. Other saw gains of six to eight 
points in individual areas like reading and science. “Mrs. Henson is really good at 
showing you how to analyze the test,” said senior DeVaughn Williams. “She 
teaches you strategies, not just information” which will help with other classes.  


Yet with all the positive gains her students achieved, Henson said the 
atmosphere in her room on results day—November 11—was subdued. “Some of 
my students did not do as well on the actual test as they did in my room on 
practice tests,” she said. “They wanted more for themselves.” But Henson said 
she can’t fault their work ethic. “I had students who came here during lunch to 
work on tests and others who gave up late arrival to be here. Many asked for 
extra work. I even had to copy more practice reading tests for one young man 
who had done all that I had initially available.”  


Henson said her students “worked harder than I imagined they would when I was 
creating this course. They have embraced this class and are appreciative of how 
valuable this can be to them.” 


Superintendent Smith agreed. So many of the seniors who have met with him for 
his weekly Lunch with the Superintendent have told him that the ACT class is the 
smartest class the high school has added. “If you give students the right tools in 
their toolbox, they will be successful,” he said. “This class gives them the right 
tools.”   


Henson said her biggest take-away from first quarter scores is that her students 
were not happy with their results and are eager to take the ACT test again in 
December. “I’m not sure if this kind of drive and determination would have 
happened without the confidence they gained in class,” she said.  


Jazmin Lawson is one of the students whose confidence level increased since 
taking the ACT class. Lawson gave up her lunch bell for nine weeks to work with 
Henson, and her hard work paid off. She raised her composite score by three 
points. “Jazmin had the biggest smile of anyone on results day,” said Henson. As 
she looked around her classroom at the college pennants and flags on the walls, 
she pointed out one from her alma mater, Xavier University. “I scored a 32 on the 
ACT and had half of my college paid for because of that score,” she said. “This 
class can be that kind of gift to my students. If they work hard, they’ll reap the 
benefits. They will open up doors for themselves.” 


 Henson said she’s “pleased that students want to take the test again because 
they have the confidence that they can do better, and have grown to expect 
greatness for themselves. You can't measure that with a single test score.” 


“Our students deserve the best, and we are committed to delivering that,” said 
Smith.  


PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School ACT and English teacher 
Jennifer Henson works with students Amberly Boyd (left) and Naiyla Bomer. 







 Neusole Glassworks brought their 
mobile glass blowing studio to the 
Winton Woods High School parking lot 
on November 24 to give demonstrations 
in the art of glass blowing to the high 
school’s art students. The glassworks 
had a grant to work with area schools, 
and Winton Woods was one of the 
schools chosen for the demonstration.  


 


 


 
  


 The fourth annual Community 
Holiday Showcase is this Sunday, 
December 7, at 7:00 .m. at Winton 
Woods High School, and 
admission is free. The 90-minute, 
family-friendly show features local 
performing groups including the 
Winton Woods High School Band 
and Orchestra, the North Notes 
second grade choir from Winton 
Woods Primary North, the Mt. 
Healthy High School Performing 
Ensemble and the Mt. Healthy 
Owlettes, and performers from the 
Cincinnati Dance and Movement 
Center. The event benefits Valley Interfaith Food and Clothing Center and is 
sponsored by the Cincinnati Dance and Movement Center. While admission is 
free, donations of winter clothing items--coats, hats, mittens, and scarves--will be 
gladly accepted at the door, along with monetary donations for Valley Interfaith. 
For more information, please call CDMC at 521-8462 or visit 
www.CommunityShowcases.com. 
 


 Fifteen teachers from Winton Woods City Schools have been nominated for the 
$25,000 Fishman Prize for Superlative Classroom Practice, a national award for 
exceptional teachers in high-poverty public schools.   


 Nominated were: Heather Thompson and Brennan Graham from Winton Woods 
High School; Lisa Giblin and Shelly Beumer from Winton Woods Middle School; 
Don Schutte and Cris Cornelssen from Winton Woods Intermediate School; Phil 
Bretz and Mary Barnes from Winton Woods Elementary School; Corrie Lord and 
Jen Wightman from Winton Woods Primary North; Diane Nolan, Emily Perkins 
and Charles (BJ) Webb from Winton Woods Primary South; Jeanne Rankin from 
Project Success; and Felipe Morales-Torres from the orchestra department.  


 The Fishman Prize is awarded by TNTP, a non-profit organization working to 
ensure that all students get excellent teachers. Over 820 teachers applied last 



http://www.communityshowcases.com/





year and thousands more were nominated. Four winners received $25,000 each, 
gained national recognition, and participated in a summer residency program 
where they collaborated on a collection of essays about their teaching strategies.  


 Envision Children, in partnership with Greater Cincinnati Foundation and the 
“Lighting the Way” scholarship, will present “Great Inventions, Great Discoveries 
II,” its academic summer enrichment program for the summer of 2015. This camp 
for children ages 4-10 will take place from June 3 – July 24 at locations in the 
Cincinnati area. Cost is $150 per week, with sibling discounts and scholarships 
available. For more information call 772-KIDS (5437).  
 


 TurkeyFest 2014 was an incredible 
success! Many thanks to the volunteers 
for their help to provide meals and a fun 
afternoon for our Winton Woods 
families. In addition to the turkey meals, 
there were prayer teams, Zumba 
lessons, jump houses and food. Winton 
Woods City Schools presented 
Compass Church with a certificate of 
appreciation for their service.   
 
Thanks go out to the following people 
for their contributions: 


 Jeremy Day - for always being 
willing to serve and working the entire day. 


 Danielle Wallace – for connecting the district with this event. 
 Eileen Mannira – for organizing all the communication with district


 families. 
 Rhonda Hobbs (and her family) – for working our check-in table. 
 Kendall Dorsey – for attending and connecting with families. 
 Genice Peterson – for volunteering to help in any way. 
 Bruce Hodge – WWIS custodian for giving up his Saturday to work the 


 event. 
 


 


  


 


 








 


Oct. 2, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


When you say, "It's hard," it actually means, "I'm not strong enough to fight for it.” Stop 


saying it's hard. Think positive.       – Dakota Meyer  


 The Winton Woods High School band wants to go global with their performances 
next year and travel to China in March 2015 for a music exchange with their 
sister school in Shanghai. “We have already built so many bridges in the last few 
years through cultural exchanges with Jianping High School that this seemed like 
a logical next step in creating a global connection for our music students,” said 
Band Director Dani Ashbrook.  


“Winton Woods High School’s 
entire campus is now part of 
the International Studies 
Schools Network (ISSN) and is 
focused on creating global 
learners,” said Ashbrook. “This 
trip supports those goals in a 
real life way.”  


The band is trying to raise 
$100,000, about two thirds of 
what’s needed, to make the 
trip affordable to students. 
That’s the cost of transporting 
and lodging the thirty band 
members in China, where they’ll perform in Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai. Without 
the additional funds, the cost per students is $3,575, an amount that is 
impossible for most of the band students and their families to raise.   


Ashbrook has already mailed letters to local companies and foundations, asking 
for donations for the trip and emphasizing that her students will be global 
ambassadors for the Winton Woods District and the Greater Cincinnati area. 
“We’ve also been selling spirit wear and Kona Ice at sporting events and have 
plans for additional fundraisers in the upcoming months,” said Ashbrook. “There 
will be some restaurant fundraisers and a Christmas concert at Dayspring 
Church in Forest Park on Sunday, December 14.”   


The trip will include a visit to the Great Wall of China, Tiananmen Square, the 
Forbidden City, the Beijing Zoo, the Olympic Stadium and the Terra Cotta 
Warriors. Sophomore Jackie Martinez said she loves to travel and learn about 
different cultures and is looking forward to this travel opportunity. Senior TyJaye 







Capell agreed, adding that he wants to see how Chinese schools and bands 
operate. “We’re looking forward to complete cultural immersion,” said Michael 
Schultz, assistant band director at Winton Woods High School. “Sharing music 
and sharing culture is a great opportunity.”  


Anyone interested in contributing to the band’s China trip should send a check, 
payable to Winton Woods City Schools, to Dani Ashbrook, Winton Woods High 
School, 1231 W. Kemper Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45240. Donations are tax 
deductible and should be marked “China Trip.” Ashbrook said she’s hoping to get 
most donations in by the end of November so that there’s a clear picture of the 
money raised and what’s still needed.   


 The first time Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith met Kendra 
Jackson, he thought she was a senior at the high school. “I met this young lady 
last year, and I was so impressed 
with her,” Smith told those attending 
the September board of education 
meeting. “I was excited because I 
thought she was a senior last year, 
but I’m happy that she was only a 
junior.” 


As Smith read counselor Linda 
Lumpkin’s recommendation of 
Jackson for September’s Kiwanis 
Gold Star Student of the Month 
award, it was easy to see why he 
was happy to have her back for 
another year. “Kendra Jackson is on 
track to be the 2015 valedictorian at 
Winton Woods High School,” Lumpkin wrote. “She currently ranks first in her 
graduating class with a 4.3250 grade point average and is a member of National 
Honor Society.” Jackson’s extra-curricular involvement includes track and field, 
pep and marching bands, and Key Club.    


“Kendra is a very mature, responsible young lady who is active in planning her 
future,” said Lumpkin. “She’s very conscientious with developing and following a 
plan and has taken time to research her career interests, which range from 
engineering to architecture, and prospective college and universities.” Jackson 
even had the opportunity last year to participate in the MSD (Metropolitan Sewer 
District) Internship Program, working in the engineering department. 


“It is certain that based on Kendra’s ability to set goals and her value of 
education, she will be a success,” said Lumpkin.    


PHOTO CAPTION: Greenhills/Forest Park Kiwanis Club member Jim Lawler 
presents Winton Woods High School senior Kendra Jackson with the Kiwanis 
Gold Star Student of the Month award, which included a gift card to Gold Star 
Chili. 


 Seventh and eighth grade band students from Winton Woods Middle School will 
join the Winton Woods High School Marching Band for Band Night on Friday, 
October3. The half-time show will feature the theme music from Mission 







Impossible, Hawaii Five-O, and James Bond. Band Night is an opportunity for 
younger students to perform and interact with high school band members.   
 


 Winton Woods Intermediate 
School is proud to honor its 
September Students of the 
Month.  


De’Eric Hale has been a class 
leader showing others the 
importance of making good 
choices. He takes responsibility 
for his actions and makes 
commitments to do the best he 
can in academic endeavors.  


Tia Jordan is a very caring and 
hard-working student. She 
always has a smile on her face. She is respectful to the teachers, and her 
classmates. Tia takes pride in her work and completes her assignments. She 
does her best to help others in the classroom too. She is a wonderful Warrior.    


Angel Gil Mendez is a very hard worker. He completes all of his assignments 
and participates in class. He follows all classroom and school rules. Angel is a 
very respectful and responsible student. Angel is very quiet but his efforts do not 
go unnoticed. We are proud of his efforts this quarter.    


Faith Augustine has been a positive influence on her classroom since the 
beginning of the school year. She has shown responsibility by keeping up with 
class work and homework, turning in assignments on time, and keeping 
organized throughout the day. Faith shows her classmates respect by being kind 
and helpful. She always has positive comments for others and continually helps 
with understanding difficult material in class. Faith encourages her classmates 
and inspires them to work harder. Faith starts and ends every day with a smile 
and greeting.    


William Rothan is an excellent example of what a Winton Woods Warrior and a 
Musketeer does in order to be successful. It seems that whenever I am looking 
around my room for students who have put away their things, turned in their 
work, or are ready to move to the next class, the student I always seem to notice 
first is William. He is respectful to all the other students and follows directions the 
first time they are given. He always completes his class work and homework, and 
studies for vocabulary tests. William is an asset to my classroom, and I’m thrilled 
to have the opportunity to teach him this year.  


Ahiya Knauls is a model student. She is responsible and always has her 
materials and homework. Ahiya works well with others and is helpful to her 
classmates. She listens and follows directions the first time. Ahiya is a pleasure 
in class.  


Bianca Horner is a model student. She is responsible and always has her 
materials and homework. Bianca works well with others and is helpful to her 
classmates. Bianca listens and follows directions the first time. Bianca is a 
pleasure to have in class.  







Britney Vickers is truly a shining star in the Buckeye pod! She is an active 
participant in class and uses her intellect to be a student peer teacher. Britney is 
kind and over the past couple of weeks she has grown from a shy, quiet student 
to a vocal, enthusiastic one.  


Jordan Sherrill is well liked by his classmates and teachers. He comes ready to 
learn by having all his supplies and follows the classroom and school 
expectations. Jordan is very helpful and takes pride in his educations, school, 
and how he represents himself.  


 Jeff Merrill, athletic director at Winton Woods Middle 
School, has been recognized by the National 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association 
(NIAAA) as a Certified Athletic Administrator. Merrill 
earned this designation by voluntarily taking part in the 
certification process which included an evaluation of his 
educational background, experience and professional 
contributions, and a rigorous, comprehensive written 
exam. The CAA program identifies athletic directors 
nationally who demonstrate a certifiable level of both 
experience and expertise in the field of athletic 
administration.  
 
“I’m proud of those who take the initiative to grow in their 
field and strive to build effective and efficient programs,” 
said Sheri Stice, CMAA, certification program director for 
NIAAA. “I am confident that Jeff is committed to the 
students of Winton Woods and education.”  


Merrill now joins an elite group of interscholastic athletic directors nationwide who 
have attained this level of professionalism and who may use the designation 
“CAA” on business cards and correspondence.  


The NIAAA is a national professional organization consisting of all 50 state 
athletic administrator associations and more than 9,000 individual members. It is 
dedicated to promoting the professional growth of high school athletic 
administrators and preserving the educational nature of interscholastic athletics 
and the place of these programs in the secondary school curriculum. 


 How do you celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of “The Star Spangled 
Banner?” If you’re a student in 
Janna Frank’s general music class at 
Winton Woods Middle School, you 
celebrated by spending the month of 
September researching, animating, 
and critiquing over 100 performances 
of America’s National Anthem.   


“Students not only gleaned a new 
historical perspective of the unique 
story that was the inspiration for the 
poem that later became the lyrics to 







the song, but also got to act as video animators and music critics,” said Frank. 
“And they did this while utilizing some of the new Chromebook technology 
purchased for the school at the end of last year.” 


All projects were submitted electronically, and students were able to present 
them in class. “The unit is an extraordinary example of how classroom music can 
enhance and reinforce the new standards of the Common Core in language arts 
and social studies, cultivate creativity through use of 21st century technology, and 
sharpen personal presentation skills,” said Frank.                                                  


PHOTO CAPTION: Riley Jones, Keiasia Johnson, Jayvon Foster, Alejandra 
Hernandez, Taylor Gordon, Larry Franklin and other students at Winton Woods 
Middle School work hard on their animated Star Spangled Banner project for 
music class. Photo by Janna Frank.  


 October is a month full of free music throughout Winton Woods City Schools, and 
the public is invited to attend. The concert season kicks off at Winton Woods 
Middle School with the fall choir concert on Tuesday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the school auditorium. The concert will feature the seventh grade Treble Choir, 
the eighth grade Treble Choir and the WWMS Men’s Choir. “All the groups will be 
singing beginning repertoire that focuses on breath control, healthy age-
appropriate vocal tone production, and beginning music reading skills,” said 
Winton Woods Middle School Choir Director Janna Frank. “No ticket is 
necessary. Just come and enjoy over 170 singers as they start their year off on 
the right note.” 


On Tuesday, October 15, the Winton Woods Middle School orchestra 
concert, held in the middle school auditorium at 7:00 p.m., will feature music 
inspired by the Renaissance. “The concert will end with the finale from ‘Orpheus 
in the Underworld,’ better known as the ‘Can-can,’” said Orchestra Director 
Felipe Morales-Torres. “The concert is just strings and will be a short and sweet 
showcase of our student's early progress this year.” 


On Thursday, October 16, the four Winton Woods High School choirs will 
each be singing in different languages. Varsity Ensemble will sing "Dulaman" in 
Gaelic, and Irish language; Concert Choir will sing "Kua Rongo Mai Koe" in 
Maori, a language from New Zealand; Women's Chorale will sing "Ave Verum" in 
Latin, and Men's Chorus will perform "Sieh', wie ist die Welle klar" in German. 
“Women's Chorale and Men's Chorus are doing some more contemporary, 
popular songs including 'Stand By Me' and Lady Gaga and Beyonce's 
‘Telephone,’" said Winton Woods High School Choir Director Elizabeth Hannah. 
Prominent composers featured that night include Randall Thompson, Moses 
Hogan, Rollo Dilworth, Johannes Brahms and Gabriel Fauré. 
 


 The athletic staff and Boosters of Winton Woods High School inducted the 
newest members into the district’s Athletic Hall of Fame on Friday, September 
19, in a ceremony at Charlie Fredrick Stadium. Honored this year were:  


 Guy Dilz, a three-sport athlete from Forest Park High School, Class of 1984. 
Dilz played soccer, basketball, and baseball and earned nine varsity letters in 
his career. He received the “Career Athlete” and “Athlete of the Year” awards 
during his senior year. Dilz was a member of the boys’ soccer team that 







placed third in the state. He received 1st team All-State honors for soccer and 
baseball. In baseball, he received All-City honors twice and finished his 
career as the leader in career batting average, career hits, and career stolen 
bases, as well as having the highest single season batting average (.514). 
Guy was also All-League in baseball and soccer during his junior and senior 
years.  


 Gary Prater, football and basketball player from Forest Park High School, 
Class of 1985. Prater earned six varsity letters during his high school career 
and was regarded by many as one of the top tight ends in the country during 
his senior year. He was one of the most heavily recruited football players in 
Forest Park history and received a full scholarship to the University of South 
Carolina. During his senior year, Prater was named 1st team All-League and 
1st team All-City in both football and basketball. He was also 1st team All-State 
in football. In addition to being an excellent athlete, Gary was also an honor 
roll student. 


 Bobby Shanklin, wrestler from Greenhills High School, class of 1976. 
Shanklin wrestled from 1972 to 1976. During his sophomore year, wrestling in 
the 98 pound weight class, he 
recorded 20 wins and only 5 
losses. During his junior year 
he recorded 22 straight pins, 
losing only one match. 
Shanklin went on to earn 
league, sectional and district 
titles, becoming the first 
wrestler in Greenhills history 
to place at the state 
tournament, finishing fifth in 
the state at 98 pounds. In his 
senior year, he was 
undefeated, winning the 
league, sectional, and district 
championships. Shanklin 
finished third in the state in the 105 pound weight class. He was a three-time 
All-League, two-time All-City, and two-time All-State wrestler. He finished his 
high school career with a record of 61 wins, 9 losses.    


 Don and Elise Speeg, volunteers for Winton Woods City Schools from 1991 
to the present. Many in the Winton Woods family are thankful for the 
memories captured and donated by the Speegs, who are known as the 
“official athletic department photographers.” Over the years, they have 
attended hundreds of school athletic events, both home and away, and have 
taken thousands of student-athlete pictures in all types of weather. The 
Speegs have personally funded photo developing, picture frames, and other 
related photography items. In the past they have been honored as: Lakeside 
Elementary School Volunteer of the Year 1991; Athletic Booster of the Year 
2004; Friends of the Arts 2006; Extra Mile Parents 2006; Athletic Booster of 
the Year 2008; and recipients of the Community Spirit Award 2012. Elise 
assisted as a girl’s tennis coach in 2005. Even after their two children 
graduated in 2004 and 2006, the Speegs have continued to serve the 
district.    
  







Created in 2002, the purpose of the Winton Woods Athletic Hall of Fame is to 
acknowledge and celebrate the long tradition of athletic excellence at Forest 
Park, Greenhills and Winton Woods High Schools. 


PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at Winton Woods High School’s 2014 Athletic Hall of 
Fame ceremony are (l-r) Patricia and Robert Shanklin--parents of Bobby 
Shanklin, Elise and Don Speeg, Gary Prater and Guy Dilz. Photo by Candy Hein.  
 


 Winton Woods Intermediate School's 5th Annual Warriors for the Cause Benefit 
will take place on Thursday, October 16. This Students vs. Staff Basketball 
Game is the school's yearly fundraiser for the American Cancer Society and will 
be held in the gymnasium at 6:00 p.m.  
 


 It’s only the beginning of the school year and already Luke Wilson has made a 
positive impression on his teacher Rebecca Schmid at Winton Woods Primary 
North. She nominated the second 
grader for the Kiwanis Character is 
Key Award for responsibility, which 
was presented to Wilson at the 
September Board of Education 
meeting.  


“Luke demonstrates responsibility in 
numerous ways,” said Schmid. 
“Every task and assignment I give 
him he tackles head on. He stays on 
track and works diligently even when 
there are distractions in the 
classroom. Luke likes to be 
challenged and shows the desire to always want to learn more. He raises his 
hand in class even though he has a shy personality. When other students make 
bad choices, he leads by example and continues to make good choices.” 


In addition to the award certificate, Wilson received a gift card for $35 for Barnes 
& Noble, presented by Jim Lawler of the Greenhills/Forest Park Kiwanis Club.   


PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Board of Education Vice-President Tim 
Cleary (from left), board member John Pennycuff, Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith and Greenhills/Forest Park Kiwanis Club member Jim Lawler honored 
second grader Luke Wilson in September with the Kiwanis Character is Key 
award for responsibility. 


 Residents of the Winton Woods School 
District who are age 55 and over are 
invited to pick up an MVP (Mature 
Valued Patron) card at the district’s 
Central Office. The card is good for free 
admission to most athletic events 
(excluding tournaments), concerts, 
plays and musicals—subject to 
availability.  







Gina Burnett, communications and HR specialist for the district, said she enjoys 
talking to the people who come in for the card and has seen an increase in the 
number of cards she’s given out this year. “Many of those who stop by are 
interested in getting a card because they have a grandchild who goes to school 
here, and the card allows them to more easily participate and be active in their 
grandchild’s life, which is a great thing,” said Burnett.   


“The district is happy to provide another way for community members to learn 
what’s going on in our district by inviting them into our buildings and onto our 
athletic fields, and letting them get to know our students,” she added. “The MVP 
card has been around for about ten years now, and it’s really a great way to 
include our older residents, who are always very thankful and eager to take part 
in this program.”   


If you’re a Winton Woods resident age 55 and older, your free MVP card is 
available at the district’s Central Office, located at 1215 W. Kemper Road in 
Forest Park. For more information, contact Burnett at 619-2300.    


 Books by the Banks is Cincinnati's annual celebration of books, learning and 
literacy, and it's coming up on Saturday, October 11, from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
at the Duke Energy Center downtown. This free event for readers of all ages will 
feature a Kids' Corner with songs and story time, puppet shows, face painting, 
and crafts. Marc Brown, author and illustrator of the children's series, Arthur, will 
make an appearance, and local artist/illustrator Loren Long will be there too.  
Visit www.booksbythebanks.com for more information. 
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September 25, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


Great works are not performed by strength but by perseverance.   -- Unknown 


 Nineteen students from Winton 
Woods Primary South were 
honored through the school's 
Character Counts program in 
September for displaying the 
character trait of responsibility. 
They were: Brianna Lopez, 
Laila Hattar, Jacqueline 
Argueta-Majano, Haille Wilson, 
Ivory Tausch, Janyla Thomas, 
Jaida Wilson, Alexis Hibbard, 
Cassidy Stockmeier, Jamyliah 
Anderson, Brianna McWilliams, 
Chynnia Thomas, Zyon White, 
D'Erica Stiehl, Khy'lek Jarrett, 
Samantha Bunzendahl, Mariah 
Gaines, Rahvier Mack, and Raymond Santillan.     
 


 Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith didn’t know the names of all the 
students at graduation last year, his first with the district, and he didn’t like that 
feeling. “I don’t want that to happen again,” he told a group of seniors recently. 
That’s part of the reason why Smith started his Lunch with the Superintendent on 
Fridays in the high school library. It’s an opportunity for him to meet with a small 
group of seniors each week, get to know their names and get their input on ways to 
improve the district. Both Smith and former Winton Woods High School Principal Dr. 
Terri Holden could see that the lunches would be a great opportunity for the 
seniors.   
 
Each week Smith asks the students questions about how prepared they felt for 
college, what their most important academic opportunity at the high school has been 
and what their biggest apprehension is about going to college. The students are 
open with their answers and appreciative of the opportunity to talk one-on-one with 
the man who leads their school district.  







At the most recent lunch, students talked about the difficulty of transitioning from a 
college prep (CP) class one year to an honors class the next and about classes that 
failed to live up to their academic expectations. They also praised their teachers for 
making classes as much like college as possible and for being willing to help when 
students ran into academic trouble.  


All the students agreed that the nine-week ACT Prep class, a new requirement in the 
district, is the smartest class the 
high school has added. Smith 
was pleased, saying teacher 
Jennifer Henson’s class was “the 
best plan we ever came up with.” 
The students also agreed that 
their apprehensions about 
college centered around the 
increase in workload, maintaining 
good study habits, expenses, and 
not knowing what they wanted to 
study. “It’s all you in college,” one 
young man explained to Smith. 


As the superintendent listened, 
he also challenged the seniors to 
talk to freshmen about some of the “slippery slopes” that can be encountered in high 
school—getting behind in class and not focusing on academics—and how they 
overcame those.    


“I want the public to know how serious you are about your education,” Smith told the 
group. “You’ve told me that you want something more demanding, and bravo to you 
for that.”  


Smith’s Lunch with the Superintendent will continue through the school year and will 
include all seniors, including those in Project Success and at Great Oaks Career 
Campuses. The lunch is also a partnership with local restaurants, who provide the 
food and drinks and are invited to stay to get to know the Winton Woods seniors and 
learn more about the district. 


If you are a local restaurateur and are interested in being a part of Winton Woods 
City Schools’ Lunch with the Superintendent on an upcoming Friday, please contact 
Corina Denny, community and public engagement coordinator, at 619-2304 or 
denny.corina@wintonwoods.org. 


 The Community Engagement event at the high school for tonight has been 


cancelled.  
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October 15, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


 


Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.  - Robert Collier 


 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City School District bond 
issue, please visit our website at www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs 
on the left will take you to information regarding the bond issue and also voting 
information. The bond issue will be on the November 4, 2014 ballot.   


 Rogie Vollmar is the kind of volunteer who is quick to deflect praise or to include 
others in the accolades she receives. And that’s exactly what happened when 
she was honored with the Community Spirit Award at the Winton Woods Board of 
Education meeting in September.   


 
Vollmar was honored for her years of volunteer 
work with the district, which began with her own 
daughter and has recently included mentoring for 
the Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods 
High School for the last three years. She’s also 
offered the use of her business, J&R Coordinating 
Services Inc., when the district has needed space 
for focus groups. But what Vollmar is most known 
for is heading up the team of women who hang 
graduation ribbons on the chain link fence on 
Winton Road every May. She’s been doing that for 
over 20 years.  
 
As she was honored Vollmar made sure to thank 
the ribbon team—Betty Dunn, Elise Kitchen and 
Karen Kitchen, the many community members who 
have contributed to the project over the years, and 
the Winton Woods High School staff for their 
background help with the project. She also said how proud she was of the $10.3 
million in scholarship money earned by the graduating class of 2014, the highest 
amount ever.   
 
According to the award’s criteria, the recipient is a community member who 
demonstrates an exemplary spirit of dedication and service to the students and 
families of Winton Woods City Schools. The recipient leads by example, has 
made significant contributions to the district over a period of years and 
strengthens the Winton Woods community by: 
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 Appreciating and celebrating student achievement and successes. 
 Serving others by giving of their own time and talents. 
 Working with a positive attitude and energy. 
 Creating and/or enhancing a sense of community for students and families. 
 Being accessible, approachable and engaging with the community. 


   
PHOTO CAPTION: Rogie Vollmar, a long-time volunteer with Winton Woods City 
Schools, was honored with the district’s Community Spirit Award at the 
September board meeting. 
 


 Not long after receiving the Community Spirit Award from Winton Woods City 
Schools for his positive involvement in the district, Jermaine Hill, a lieutenant with 
the Forest Park Fire Department, was honored as Ohio Fire Prevention Educator 
of the Year at the state’s 34th annual Ohio Fire Service Hall of Fame ceremonies.  


Hill, who has served for 14 years as a 
paramedic and risk reduction officer for 
the City of Forest Park Fire Department 
and the Winton Woods school district, 
was recognized for being active in local 
fire and injury prevention, and creating 
innovative, public education programs 
like CPR and first aid programs, health 
and safety fairs, and mentoring 
partnerships. One of Hill’s initiatives is 
the Firefighter Fitness Drill program 
that instructs children about exercise 
and nutrition and includes an obstacle 
course that simulates firefighter tasks. 
After participating in the program, many 
students were motivated to make better 
choices regarding nutrition and fitness, and it has proven to be an excellent 
recruitment tool for the Forest Park Fire Explorer program.   


“These awards are a tribute to those individuals and organizations whose overall 
contributions go beyond their basic duties and responsibilities and who represent 
the finest traditions of public service,” said Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Director John Born.  


PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Ohio Fire Service Hall of Fame ceremonies to 
honor Jermaine Hill as Ohio Fire Prevention Educator of the Year are (back, l-r) 
Hill’s brother-in-law Vincent J. Coleman, his grandmother Narcissus Dowdell, Hill, 
and his wife Kami; (front, l-r) his children Kai and Joshua.  


 The 2014 Fall Parent-Teacher conferences at Winton Woods High School will be 
held on Monday, November 3, from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. We invite you to 
schedule your student’s conference with Pick A Time, a new online program.  


You can access the scheduler at: https://pickatime.com/WintonWoodsHS.  



https://pickatime.com/WintonWoodsHS





Conferences will be scheduled in 15 minute time blocks. You will be asked your 
child’s student ID and birthday. Your child’s name must match the name we have 
in our system.  


The guidance counselors will also be available on November 3. If you would like 
to speak with your child’s counselor, please call the guidance department at 619-
2430 to arrange a time. By scheduling in advance, we will be able to have a more 
efficient and orderly conference experience for everyone. 


 Winton Woods High School will present this year’s fall play, You Can’t Take It 
With You, on Thursday, November 20 through Saturday, November 22, at 
8:00 p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at the high school.  


The play is the comedic story of Alice Sycamore, the only normal person in her 
crazy family, and her boss and fiancée Tony Kirby, who comes from a wealthy, 
but stuffy family. When the two families meet for dinner at Alice’s house, 
fireworks fly. The play won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1937 and the Oscar for 
Best Picture in 1939.   


Tickets for the show are $7.00 and will be available at the door. Community 
members holding MVP Cards from the district will be admitted for free.   


 Buffalo Wild Wings restaurants throughout Cincinnati are holding an all-
region fundraiser so that Winton Woods City Schools band students can travel 
to China in spring 2015. On Wednesday, October 29, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. a 
portion of the sales will go to help the band members represent Cincinnati in 
China.  


“BW3 is always willing to help out with their ‘Eat Wings, Raise Funds’ program for 
non-profit groups, but this time they are helping out city wide,” said Dani 
Ashbrook, band director for Winton Woods City Schools. “I’m grateful that they’re 
stretching their efforts across our region to support Winton Woods kids. Please 
consider eating at any of the participating BW3 locations.”   


Locations taking part in the fundraiser for the Winton Woods band include: 
Bridgewater Falls in Fairfield, Blue Ash, West Chester, Colerain, Harper’s Station 
in Montgomery, Clifton on Calhoun, Norwood, Kenwood, Beechmont and 
Milford.    


 Injured Winton Woods High School football player Logan Day will be one of the 
recipients of the money raised from this week’s Warriors for the Cause 
Students vs. Staff Basketball Game on Thursday, October 16, at 6:00 p.m. at 
Winton Woods Intermediate School. This annual fundraiser raises money for the 
American Cancer Society and also benefits families at the school who are in 
need. Genice Peterson, secretary at WWIS, said the school is expanding its 
outreach this year to include Day and his family.  


Admission to the fundraiser is $2.00 for students and $3.00 for adults. 
Concessions will be available that evening, and there will be several raffles. 


 Winton Woods Primary North students are learning about the privilege and power 
of voting.  "As we approach Election Day on November 4, students are preparing 
to cast their votes for their favorite books," said Karen Emmons, WWPN 
information media assistant. She has been reading the five books that have been 







nominated for the 2014 Buckeye Children's Team Book Award to the K-2 
students.  During the week of October 27, students will individually cast their vote 
online during their computer lab special.    


  
"The goal each year is to encourage more kids to read by providing the 
opportunity to share their joy of reading by voting for their favorite books," said 
Emmons. "Participating in the Buckeye Children’s and Teen Book Award 
program is a great way to encourage children and teens to read their favorite 
books, and to nominate and vote for them here in Ohio."  
  
The books being read are:  


 Carnivores by Aaron Reynolds, ill. by Dan Santat (Chronicle, 2013)  
 Flora and the Flamingo by Molly Idle (Chronicle, 2013)  
 Tiger In My Soup by Kashmira Sheth, ill. by Jeffery Ebbeler (Peachtree, 


2013)  
 Mr. Wuffles! by David Wiesner (Clarion, 2013)  
 The Dark by Lemony Snicket, illus. by Jon Klassen (Little, Brown Books 


for Young Readers, 2013) 


More information can be found at: http://www.bcbookaward.info/vote-
nominate/vote-here/ 
 


 Please see the attached flyer regarding the Market Day fundraiser for the WWC 
PTA.  Orders are due by October 22 and pick-up will be on October 27 from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. at Winton Woods Elementary School, 1501 Kingsbury Drive in 
Forest Park.  



http://www.bcbookaward.info/vote-nominate/vote-here/

http://www.bcbookaward.info/vote-nominate/vote-here/






 


December 11, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


Spending today complaining about yesterday won't make tomorrow any better.   


           – Unknown 


 Reminder: The first day of Winter Break for students is on Monday, December 


22, 2014. Classes resume on Tuesday, January 6, 2015. 


 


 John Pennycuff was honored at the 
November board of education 
meeting for his 25 years of service as 
a board member for Winton Woods 
City Schools. Pennycuff received the 
OSBA’s Veteran Board Member 
Award on Wednesday, November 12 
in Columbus. Of the more than 3,300 
board members in Ohio, only 28 will 
receive the honor in 2014. 
  


 The generosity that Forest Park 
Walmart has shown is evident 
throughout Winton Woods City 
Schools. It was a $10,000 grant from 
Walmart that was instrumental in the 
creation of the land lab at Winton 
Woods Elementary School, an area 
that includes a rain garden, planting 
beds and composting bins. Walmart’s 
ongoing Earth Day partnership with 
the district has planted trees at each 
school and has brought company 
employees into buildings for Earth 
Day projects with students.  


Walmart has also donated to district 
food drives and the Superintendent’s 
luncheon, participated in a job fair 
held by the district that led to summer jobs for students, and given financial 
support to positive behavior incentives at Winton Woods Elementary School. It 
has donated bikes as part of Winton Woods Intermediate School's former 







D.A.R.E. program and donated $1000 to improve the school’s greenhouses. The 
company has recognized classroom teachers with gift cards, and Winton Woods 
High School received a $1000 to support its music program.   


“From music to computers and so much more, Walmart Foundation grants have 
touched the lives of Winton Woods students in such a positive way,” said Corina 
Denny, community and public engagement coordinator for the district. “Walmart 
is a perfect candidate to receive Winton Woods City Schools’ Community Spirit 
Award for November.”  


According to the Community Spirit award’s criteria, the recipient is a community 
member who demonstrates an exemplary spirit of dedication and service to the 
students and families of Winton Woods City Schools. The recipient leads by 
example, has made significant contributions to the district over a period of years 
and strengthens the Winton Woods community by: 


 Appreciating and celebrating student achievement and successes. 
 Serving others by giving of their own time and talents. 
 Working with a positive attitude and energy. 
 Creating and/or enhancing a sense of community for students and families. 
 Being accessible, approachable and engaging with the community. 


 
PHOTO CAPTION: Zach Lones of the Forest Park Walmart accepted the 
Community Spirit Award from Winton Woods City Schools at the November 
board of education meeting. He is shown with Board President Kim Burns. 
Superintendent Anthony G. Smith is also shown.  


 Waycross Community Media was 
honored by Winton Woods City 
Schools at its November board of 
education meeting with the Ohio 
School Boards Association (OSBA) 
Media Honor Roll award. The award 
was presented to Chip Bergquist, 
executive director at Waycross, in 
recognition of the company’s ongoing 
responsible and exemplary nature of 
reporting on public schools.  


“We appreciate Waycross for their 
fair and balanced coverage of our 
schools and service to our 
communities,” said Corina Denny, community and public engagement 
coordinator for the district. “We are grateful to the staff and volunteers for their 
commitment to videotaping and televising district concerts, events, board of 
education meetings and election forums for many years.” 


PHOTO CAPTION: Chip Bergquist of Waycross Community Media is shown with 
Winton Woods Board President Kim Burns. 







 A new 3D printer in the engineering 
lab at Winton Woods High School led 
to an opportunity for three students—
Issac Boateng, Albert Coates and 
William Germany—to participate in the 
Ohio Project Lead the Way 
Conference held at Sinclair College in 
Dayton. “The conference organizer 
saw something I had made in class 
from the 3D printer and offered the 
invitation,” said Myrtis Smith, Project 
Lead the Way teacher at Winton 
Woods High School.   


All of Smith’s engineering students had come up with a product idea and then 
used Autodesk Inventor to create a 3-D computer model of the products. They 
then printed a prototype on the 3D printer. Boateng made a portable coin sorter, 
Coates made a USB holder, and Germany made a desktop Post-it note 
organizer. 


At the conference the students manned the display board that featured their 
products and some other objects made from the printer. “They spent the day 
talking with administrators, counselors and teachers from all over the State of 
Ohio about using the 3D printer, and its impact on their learning,” said Smith. 
“They were well received, and people were very impressed with their projects 
and their presentation skills.” 


PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Ohio Project Lead the Way conference are 
Winton Woods High School engineering students (l-r) Albert Coates, Isaac 
Boateng and William Germany.  


 Congratulations to 
Chinese class students 
Micaiah Dawson, Azia 
Thompson, and Anthony 
Phillips, who took part in 
Miami University’s Ohio 
Chinese Singing 
Competition and won the 
first place. They were 
competing against 15 
high schools. The group 
sang the song “Olive 
Tree.” Their coach was 
Winton Woods High School Chinese teacher Rose Yang and their accompanist  
was Jeanette Jordan.  


 
 
 
 







 Leadership students at Winton Woods 
High School used the skills they had 
gained in class to organize and 
implement a food drive at the school 
that benefitted the Free Store Food 
Bank. “My students used social media, 
posters and announcements to collect 
over 800 pounds of food, over 411 
cans,” said Leadership class teacher 
Elaine Sugawara-Forster.    


“Students began the food drive project 
by researching hunger in the United 
States,” she continued. “They then 
focused their research locally and found that more than 1 in 6 kids is ‘food 
insecure,’ meaning they are without reliable access to a sufficient quantity of 
affordable, nutritious food. From their research, they determined why this 
information mattered and what they could do about it. After planning out the 
project, they brainstormed for strategies to help make it more successful. They 
also brainstormed for things that might interfere with their success. All of this 
project preparation led to this great outcome.” 


Student Giante’ Hicks, with the help of student Indya Davis, created an eye-
catching poster to promote the project and used the slogan, “You CAN do it!” 
Dasia Parker wrote the announcements for the project, and several students 
used social media to promote the project by writing direct messages, also known 
as DMs.   


“The cans and boxes were donated to The Free Store Food Bank,” said 
Sugawara-Forster. “They greatly appreciated the donation, as well as the 
students’ willingness to help their community in such a vital way.” 


PHOTO CAPTION: Leadership students in representing the food drive project 
are (back row, l-r) Trey Stallworth, Zoraeda Coates, Jerron Cage, Lawrence 
Cotton, Giant’ Hicks, Shavontez Layson, Dasia Parker and Ke’Nyke Cotton; 
(front row, l-r) Deashia Causey, Indya Cotton, Evan Blackwell-Stephens, and 
Bryan Nieto. 


 One of the proudest moments of 
Sarai Dean’s high school career 
was traveling to China and serving 
as a biology teacher to tenth grade 
students there. As a student at 
Academy of Global Studies @ 
Winton Woods High School, Dean 
was able to make the trip that 
allowed her to experience Chinese 
language and culture while having 
an impact on the Chinese students 
she taught. “Sarai  lights up when 
she discusses how her time in China 
affected her and her students,” said 







her counselor Linda Lumpkin.  


Dean, a senior, is currently ranked fifth in her class with a 4.050 grade point 
average while taking Advanced Placement, Honors and Academy of Global 
Studies courses. She is a member of National Honor Society, has served as a 
Student Ambassador, and has been active in marching band, pep band, 
symphonic band, varsity golf, and Key Club.  


“When you meet Sarai you immediately notice that she has an incredible spirit, 
and that she is a very conscientious and caring individual,” said Lumpkin. “It is 
not uncommon for Sarai to be supportive and provide sound guidance to her 
peers when they are in need. This supportive and caring character trait will 
definitely be one of the many positive qualities that will assist Sarai in becoming a 
successful physician. She is very positive and is an academically talented young 
lady.”    


PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods senior Sarai Dean is pictured with Board 
President Kim Burns and Kiwanis President Al Sugawara. 


 Innocent Ntwali came to Winton Woods Elementary School last year as a 
Rwandan refugee not able to 
speak any English. This year 
his hard work and conduct in 
school have earned him the 
Kiwanis Character is Key 
Award for Fairness. “Innocent 
has such a unique story and 
fairness is only one aspect of 
his personal narrative,” said 
Principal Kendell Dorsey. 
“Through his year and a half at 
Winton Woods Elementary 
School, he has grown in so 
many ways by assimilating 
into the culture, learning the 
English language and 
becoming friends with his classmates.”   


“Innocent never thinks about himself first,” said his reading teacher Lois Minton. 
“He always wants what is right for the group or the situation.” Physical education 
teacher Sheri Conrad, who is in charge of the school’s Sprinter’s Club, agreed. 
“In Sprinters, Innocent never cuts corners,” said Conrad. “He always runs the 
course the way he’s supposed to. In my class, he doesn't even think about 
cheating, even when no one is looking. He leads by example every day and 
doesn't even know it.” 


“Look at his name, Innocent,” said Dorsey. “He is the epitome of good character. 
He is kind, smart and always willing to lend a helping hand. He is a hardworking 
and constantly challenges himself to be better.” 


PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods fourth grader Innocent Ntwali listens as 
Superintendent Anthony G. Smith reads his recommendation for the November 
Character is Key Award at the board of education meeting.  
 







 Twenty students from Winton 
Woods Primary South were 
honored through the school's 
Character Counts program in 
November for displaying the 
character trait of fairness. They 
were: Jennifer Ochoa 
Gonzalez, Jamilah Ballard, 
Charles Jackson, Brayden 
Casas, Deshon Graham, 
Roberta Cheatham, Nathanael 
Dawson, Daniel Mugarura, 
Milagro Prudencio Garcia, 
Emily Belmon, Kaylan 
Harrison, Camylah Robinson, A’Miya Wallace, Nischal Dulal, Jack Oliver, Jorrcy 
Camacho Elias, Taytum Byndon, Donmiel Rogers, Leah Escobedo, and J.J. 
Gamble. Photo by Cindy Boehm.   
  


 The North Notes from Winton Woods Primary North, under the direction of music 
teacher Jennifer Wightman, were showcased in their debut performance of the 
year at the Community Holiday Showcase on December 7. The group sang 
classic Christmas carols and will continue their season with a Christmas caroling 
event, taking place on December 16 around the Greenhills neighborhood. 
 


 
 


 








 


October 23, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


An act of kindness never dies, but extends the invisible undulations of its influence over 


the breadth of centuries.        - Unknown 


 


 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City School District bond 
issue, please visit our website at www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs 
on the left will take you to information regarding the bond issue and voting 
information. The bond issue will be on the November 4, 2014 ballot.   
 


 Anthony G. Smith worries about the students in his district—“my students” he 
calls them, all 3,601 of them. He worries about his high school students walking 
to and from school each day, sometimes in the dark and often on busy streets 
without sidewalks. He worries about the impact that switching schools every two 
years has had on the education of his youngest students. And he worries about 
school buildings with 56 exterior doors, each one a potential security concern for 
the teachers and students inside.  


But Smith is hoping those worries will go away after November 4, with the 
passage of Winton Woods City Schools’ 8.48 mil bond issue that will begin 
construction of two new campuses in the district—a pre-K through sixth grade 
elementary school on the current Winton Woods Middle School campus in 
Greenhills and a new seventh through twelfth grade secondary school on the 
current Winton Woods High School campus in Forest Park. “We are currently 
struggling with the basic comfort and safety of our students,” said Smith. “Parts 
for repairs are often unavailable, roofs leak, classrooms are too hot or too cold, 
boilers are breaking down, windows can’t be opened. None of this is the optimal 
environment for students to learn in.” 
 
Steve Denny, the district’s business manager agrees. He’s the one who’s had to 
juggle the always growing expenses that come with repair and maintenance for 
the district’s six front-line schools, schools that were built in the 1960s and 1970s 
and that are now reaching the end of their operational lifespans. “We’re asking 
the community to seriously consider this bond issue and make a choice,” said 
Denny. “It’s this or something else. Doing nothing is no longer an option for us. 
Our buildings will need an estimated $68 million in repairs in the next 15-20 
years.”    


The 8.48 mil bond issue will cost the owner of a $100,000 house $24.73 per 
month.   



http://www.wintonwoods.org/





Both Denny and Smith know that budgets are tight for families, but they also 
know that the opportunity to build new buildings, and have over $33 million of the 
project paid for by the State of Ohio, may not come along again. “The 
community’s share of this as determined by the state is $76.7 million, and that’s a 
big number,” said Denny, “but new buildings will save us $1.5 million a year for 
50 years. That’s $75 million over the life of the new buildings. That feels like the 
fiscally responsible thing for the district to do.”  


Denny said the district’s proposed Facility Master Plan can also restore high 
school busing without adding cost because of the two-school facility design 
proposal. While the district currently runs four bus route service tiers to six 
schools, all students could be transported to two campuses using the existing 
bus fleet and the same four tiers. “This is important because it would create 
added safety for our students who currently have to walk to school,” said Smith. 


If the bond issue passes on November 4, both Smith and Denny will be part of 
the engagement process with parents, community members, students and staff 
to design new facilities. “We want classrooms and buildings that support high 
quality academic instruction and community learning centers that invite 
community members in,” said Denny. With the passage of the bond, construction 
would begin in 2016, and it’s projected that the new schools would open to 
students in the fall of 2019. 


“These new buildings would be the biggest community service project that this 
district has ever taken on,” said Smith. “If we work together we can create a 
bricks and mortar legacy that will serve future generations of learners in Winton 
Woods City Schools.”   


 The Winton Woods High School Homecoming football game against LaSalle will 
be this Friday, October 24, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. The Homecoming Parade will 
proceed the game at 6:00 p.m.   
 


 The Winton Woods High School Chamber Orchestra is hosting a "listening party" 
on Wednesday, October 29, as part of its partnership with Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra’s One City One Symphony series. “We'll be exploring the theme 
of heroes through music, conversation and shared experiences in a program that 
starts at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Greenhills Community Building 
library at 8 Enfield Street and 
closes with a light reception,” 
said Winton Woods Orchestra 
Director Felipe Morales-
Torres.  


The orchestra students will 
perform selections from 
Mahler's Symphony No. 1, 
which is nicknamed “Titan.” 
CSO violist Joanne Wojtowicz 
and bassist Boris Astafiev will 
guide listeners in discovering 
the inspiration and meaning 
beyond the notes. They will 







also join the Winton Woods High School orchestra students in the classroom 
prior to this community event as guest artists and teachers. “To have musicians 
of this caliber perform for and work with our students is a real luxury,” said 
Morales-Torres. “And while there are three other schools collaborating with the 
CSO in this series, Winton Woods is the only program that has dared to perform 
the music. That speaks highly of our students’ willingness to accept a challenge 
and raise the standard in music making.” 
 
Morales-Torres described the event as a family affair and said, “Since this will 
take place during Halloween week, we invite families to bring little ones and 
encourage them to dress in costume as their favorite or most personal hero. I am 
also happy to sign the form for any parent or student who has volunteered for 
Winton Woods, so please do take advantage of the CSO's offer for free tickets in 
honor of your volunteerism.”  Attendees are asked to RSVP via Eventbrite at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-city-one-symphony-listening-party-greenhills-
tickets-12916147545.   
 
PHOTO CAPTION: CSO violist Joanne Wojtowicz (front, right) and bassist Boris 
Astafiev (in back) join members of the Winton Woods High School orchestra at a 
recent class to rehearse for their upcoming “listening party.”  
 


 The annual Warriors for the Cause Students vs. Staff Basketball Game and 
Raffle at Winton Woods Intermediate School raised over $508.00. "Half of our 
proceeds will be donated to the family of Winton Woods High School football 
player Logan Day and half will be donated to the American Cancer Society," said 
WWIS Secretary Genice Peterson, who helped to coordinate the fundraiser. Day 
was injured in the Winton Woods Warriors football game on October 3.    


Students participating in the event were: Destiney Shelton, Ravey Mosley, James 
Djangmah, John Clifford, Dawnshay Matthews, Se'Bien Smith, Emma Webber, 
Chase Woody, Brian Sanchez, Liston Watson, Emmanuel Cue, Derrick Frierson, 
Sienna Bailey, Ja'Viohn Palmer, Christian Ingram, Taylor White, Camden Fuller, 
Maria Adames, Ka'Neicia Conerly, Wildy Serrano, Tiontez Gray, Emily 
Hernendez, and Aniylah Hendrix. 
 
WWIS Staff who participated were: Isaac Fuller (teacher assistant), Derrick 
Jenkins (Title I teacher), Marchelle Lumpkin-Mucha (assistant principal), Genice 
Peterson (secretary), Jeremy Day (principal), Janet Harden (teacher), Kristin 
Rumsey (teacher), Heather Hils (teacher), Brittney Moore (speech therapist), 
Don Schutte (teacher), Kay Robinson (teacher), Jayne Cox (building sub), Mark 
Hadaya (teacher), and Liz Rullman (teacher assistant).  
 
Peterson said special thanks goes to Jermaine Hill of the Forest Park Fire 
Department and to staff from the other buildings in the district for their 
participation as well Coach Daniels from Winton Woods High School and 
community member Antwan Scott.    
 
 
 
 
 
 



http://cincinnatisymphony.org/onecity/manyhands/

http://cincinnatisymphony.org/onecity/manyhands/

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-city-one-symphony-listening-party-greenhills-tickets-12916147545

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-city-one-symphony-listening-party-greenhills-tickets-12916147545





 
 
 


 Members of the Sprinters teams from Winton 
Woods Elementary and Intermediate Schools 
will be participating in the Greenhills-Alois "Run 
for Good" on Saturday, October 25. This 5K race 
is an Alzheimer's fundraiser and will be run in 
Greenhills. The race starts at 3:30 p.m. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 A partnership between Winton Woods Elementary 
School and Kicks for Kids, a non-profit organization 
founded by former Cincinnati Bengals kicker Doug 
Pelfrey, allowed six Winton Woods Elementary 
School students to participate in the Great Outdoor 
Adventure on Saturday, October 11. The students, 
and teachers Taisha James and Canceria James, 
visited Potter’s Ranch in Northern Kentucky.   


“Our students were picked up in style in a 
limousine and then experienced a day of rock 
climbing, zip-lining, fishing, archery, horseback 
riding and team building activities,” said WWES 
Assistant Principal Linda Pavlinac. “This great 
experience was all compliments of the Kicks for 
Kids organization.”   


Kicks for Kids  provides opportunities for children in 
Cincinnati to participate in activities around the 
Greater Cincinnati Area.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Elementary School student Jason Woodley 
went to Potter’s Ranch as part of the Kicks for Kids Great Outdoor Adventure.   
 
 
 
 
 
 







 Congratulations to kindergartner Ella 
Sullivan, the first member of this year's 
Wee Warriors Music Club at Winton 
Woods Primary North! WWPN 
students who attend music 
performances at other schools in the 
district can join the music club and are 
awarded a t-shirt.  


 








 


November 13, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


You may have a fresh start any moment you choose, for this thing that we call failure is 
not the falling down, but the staying down.      -  Mary Pickford 


 


 Winton Woods Board of Education 
member Jessica Miranda was honored 
at the Forest Park Business 
Recognition Awards Breakfast for her 
hard work and dedication to the Forest 
Park community. She was also 
recognized for her volunteer efforts for 
the Hispanic community with translation 
services and the Fiesta Christmas Toy 
Drive. Miranda is the CEO of Fiesta 
Auto Insurance & Tax Service in Forest 
Park. She is pictured with her husband 
Jose.  
 


 It’s hard to remember a time when the 
members of the Kiwanis Club of 
Greenhills/Forest Park were not actively 
involved in the Winton Woods School District. 
The club’s members have done everything 
from ushering at concerts to buying books for 
third graders to awarding college 
scholarships. “The board of education is 
deeply grateful to the Kiwanis Club for its 
many years of service to our students, staff, 
and community,” said Board President Kim 
Burns. “Thank you for being our partner for 
the sake of the children in our district.” 


Members of the Kiwanis Club of 
Greenhills/Forest Park sponsor the board of 
education’s monthly Character is Key award, 
which comes with a gift card to Barnes & 
Noble, and the Kiwanis/Gold Star Student of 
the Month award, which comes with a gift 
card to Gold Star Chili. Kiwanis also sponsors 







KEY (Kiwanis Educating Youth) Club, a service club at Winton Woods High 
School that participates in community service projects like Habitat for Humanity, 
the Freestore Foodbank, and Crayons to Computers. And last year Kiwanis was 
instrumental in their support of Girls on the Run, an after-school running club at 
Winton Woods Intermediate School that teaches girls about good nutrition and 
healthy choices.      


 “The club’s members give countless hours of time and energy for fundraising 
activities, and all the money raised goes back to the community,” said 
Superintendent Anthony G. Smith during the award presentation. In 2013, Winton 
Woods Middle School received a $1500 donation of time and carpentry for its 
auditorium stage reconstruction. For the last five years, third graders at Winton 
Woods Elementary School have received a hardcover copy of the book 
Stellaluna or Pinduli from the Kiwanis Club. And countless seniors living in the 
Winton Woods School District have benefited from a college scholarship 
awarded from the Kiwanis Club.     


According to the Community Spirit award’s criteria, the recipient is a community 
member who demonstrates an exemplary spirit of dedication and service to the 
students and families of Winton Woods City Schools. The recipient leads by 
example, has made significant contributions to the district over a period of years 
and strengthens the Winton Woods community by: 


 Appreciating and celebrating student achievement and successes. 
 Serving others by giving of their own time and talents. 
 Working with a positive attitude and energy. 
 Creating and/or enhancing a sense of community for students and families. 
 Being accessible, approachable and engaging with the community. 


 
“The ways that the Kiwanis Club and its members have served the students and 
families of Winton Woods City Schools are too numerous to count,” said Corina 
Denny, community engagement coordinator for the district. “We’re grateful for 
each and every one of them.”  


PHOTO CAPTION: Current Kiwanis Club President Al Sugawara is presented 
with Winton Woods City Schools’ Community Spirit Award by Board President 
Kim Burns at the October board of education 
meeting. 


 At age 13, Aversa Prentosito, a freshman at Winton 
Woods High School, is the youngest member of the 
Ohio Music Education Association (OMEA) 
Southwest Region Orchestra, an honor orchestra 
for students in grades 9-12 in the greater Cincinnati 
and Dayton area. Prentosito auditioned for the 
orchestra and was selected as second oboe.  


In addition to playing the oboe in the Winton Woods 
High School Symphonic Band this year, Prentosito 
played mellophone in the Marching Band and will 
be playing saxophone in the Jazz Band. For the 
past two years, she has been oboist for both the 







OMEA Junior High Honor Band and the OMEA Junior High Honor Orchestra. 


The OMEA Southwest Region Orchestra concert is Sunday, November 23, at 
3:00 p.m. at Princeton High School. 


 Winton Woods High School will present this year’s fall play, You Can’t Take It 
With You, on Thursday, November 20, through Saturday, November 22, at 
8:00 p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at the high school. The play is 
the comedic story of Alice Sycamore, the only normal person in her crazy family, 
and her boss and fiancée Tony Kirby, who comes from a wealthy, but stuffy 
family. When the two families meet for dinner at Alice’s house, fireworks fly. The 
play won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1937 and the Oscar for Best Picture in 
1939.  Tickets for the show are $7.00 and will be available at the door. 
Community members holding MVP Cards from the district will be admitted for 
free.   
 


 The 2014 Fall Sports Awards ceremony was held at Winton Woods High School 
on Monday, November 10, to honor those athletes participating in boys and girls 
soccer, boys and girls cross country, volleyball, golf and girls tennis. Special 
awards given out that evening include:    


Boys Cross Country 
Most Valuable Player – Jordan Randolph 
Most Improved Player – Gillermo Benitez 
Warrior Award – Alec Willertz 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Darion Hassertt 


Girls Cross Country 
Most Valuable Player – Hayley Perkins 
Most Improved Player – Ashley Lewis 
Warrior Award – Jasmine Reed 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Irene Onianwa 


Boys Golf 
Most Valuable Player – Matt Berte 
Most Improved Player – Simon Asem 
Warrior Award – Raddy Garci 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Simon Asem 


Girls Golf 
Most Valuable Player – Sarai Dean 
Most Improved Player – Kenniya Carter 
Warrior Award – Hannah Van Dyke 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Cheyann Stevenson 


Boys Soccer 
Most Valuable Player – Prince Adu 
Most Improved Player – Josh Kerobo 
Warrior Award – Alex Kuhn 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Jesse Renger 
Best Offensive Player – Michael White 
Best Midfielder – David Nwafor 







Best Defensive Player – Alex Huckleberry 
Newcomer Award – CJ Stumpf 


Girls Soccer 
Most Valuable Player – Sierra Moss 
Most Improved Player – Khadijah Palmer 
Warrior Award – Autumn Adams 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Geralyn Smith 


Academic Achievement Awards (3.5 or higher first quarter GPA while 
participating in a fall sport) 
Cross Country - Autumn Adams, Gillermo Benitez, Eden Daniel, Darion 
Hassertt, Celeste Hackmann, Ashley Lewis, Jasmine Reed, Eliana Washam 
Football - Devon Booker, George Brown, Logan Day, Lance Johnson, David 
Long, Christian Lumpkin, Rodane Miller, Will Simpson, Darean Steele 
Golf - Simon Asem, Matt Berte, Sarai Dean, Charlie Murrell, Hannah Van Dyke 
Soccer - Autumn Adams, Shelbi Arens, Issac Boateng, KemAiya Clark, Marcos 
Diaz Torres, Alysha George, Courtney Goins, Lauren Harvey, Andrew Jackson, 
Delaney Lindeman, David Nwafor, Blake Perkins, Yaw Sakyi, Jack Schramm, 
Christopher Stumpf, Imaiyia Scott 
Tennis - Jaeydah Edwards, Jazmine S. Edwards, Makayla Quinn 
Volleyball - Courtnei Brown, Sydney Fuller, Andie Lariccia, Jayla Lee, Ashley 
Nightingale, Emma Nightingale, Tamara Olverson, Taryn Phillips-Smith, Chiquira 
Reeves, Brianna Richard, Alena Sears-Whitmire 


 There’s a positive transformation 
going on at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School, and everyone 
in the building is involved. “Myself 
and Mrs. Lumpkin-Mucha, our 
teachers, our secretaries, our 
custodian, everyone,” said 
Principal Jeremy Day. “I told my 
staff that we have to think 
differently this year, and that’s 
what’s happening.”     


Day explained that his building is 
operating in a new way, with seven 
teaching pods that use a co-
teaching model. “Our students 
have two instructors in their classrooms, their teacher and an intervention 
specialist, who are always the same,” said Day. “With the exception of our gifted 
students, those instructors are with the students all day. That allows us to provide 
differentiated instruction that meets the individual needs of our kids. We’re also 
incorporating more project-based learning into our classrooms to bring real world 
applications to what our students are studying.”    


The focus on academic achievement is everywhere throughout the building. 
College pennants and banners are in the front lobby as well as the school’s 
wings. “The pods have all taken their names from local universities—Bearcats, 
Buckeyes, Flyers, Musketeers, Norse, and Redhawks—because we want to get 
kids thinking about college,” said Marchelle Lumpkin-Mucha, assistant principal 







at the school. “Each pod has a class set of Chromebooks, and computer lab is 
part of their library special. During computer lab the students work on Study 
Island, which helps them get familiar with computers for the PARCC 
assessments that they’ll take online later in the school year.”   


For students struggling with academics, the school has put several strategies in 
place. “We’ve partnered with Sheryl Garner and Envision for before-school 
tutoring that’s aimed at students with lower math skills,” said Day. “We’ve placed 
intervention specialists together with each classroom teacher for co-teaching, 
and we’ve put all students who are on an IEP, or Individualized Learning Plan, 
into a learning pod that enables them to have two teachers in the classroom in 
reading and math at all times. This helps to reach all the students in the class at 
their individual academic level. We also have an English Language Learners pod 
with its own ELL teacher, which adds support in their reading classes, and a Title 
1 pod that allows students with the lowest 20% of test scores to receive more 
focused instruction with the support of a Title I Math teacher and Title I Reading 
teacher. 


The school has also created a partnership with Inspirational Baptist Church City 
of Destiny for a mentoring program modeled after the one at Academy of Global 
Studies @ Winton Woods High School. “This happens at lunchtime every week, 
with men working with boys and women working with girls,” said Day. “We 
provide the topics for the mentors, and they provide consistent time and 
interaction with the students.”  


Day said his staff is concentrating on the education, academic progress and 
wellbeing of each student. “Teachers here do weekly progress reports because 
we’ve found that having those reports go out every five weeks wasn’t enough,” 
said Day. “We also have students monitor their own academic data to take 
ownership of their education. It’s meant extra time for my staff, but the teachers 
have been flexible. Their drive and dedication has never been in question.” To 
show his gratitude for the hard work, Day is taking teacher appreciation from one 
official week in May to throughout the year. “I want to do random things to keep 
morale up,” said Day. “My teachers deserve it.”  


Morale building—for teachers and students—has taken many forms this year at 
the school. In addition to continuing to honor “Students of the Month,” Day and 
Lumpkin-Mucha are using “Shout Outs” that call attention to students for their 
academics and their character. These are posted in a book in the office and 
displayed in the front hallway. Day also started doing the shout outs for his staff, 
and then “they started doing them for each other,” he said.  


Students can also earn Warrior dollars for doing the right things and can then 
spend them for school supplies and spirit wear at the school’s Warrior store. The 
$1 Warrior bill has Lumpkin-Mucha’s face on it; the $5 bill has Day’s. But even 
that incentive doesn’t seem to compare to the popularity of the building’s “Class 
of the Week.” Lumpkin-Mucha explained that there are teachers who act as 
secret ambassadors, and they are always on the lookout for good behavior and 
classes who are being respectful, responsible and safe. “The winning class 
receives a trophy for the week, which they usually carry around the building as 
they switch classes,” said Lumpkin-Mucha. “It’s like bragging rights.”  







The other competition in the building is the reading challenge that Day issued as 
part of his Ice Bucket Challenge for ALS. “Fourteen people in the building took 
the Ice Bucket Challenge and raised over $300,” said Day. “I wanted to issue my 
own academic challenge at the time, and so I told our students that if they reach 
4,000,000 minutes of reading this year they can duct tape me to a wall.” 


Once school is over for the day, there are many opportunities for WWIS students 
to take part in extra-curricular activities. New this year is Bridge Club, led by 
members of Cincinnati Youth Bridge and parent and community volunteers who 
come to the school every week. “The students aren’t just learning a card game, 
they’re improving their critical thinking, focus, memory and math skills,” said Day. 
Other offerings include EcoWarriors/Recycling Club, Sprinters Club, Girls on the 
Run, Chess and Soccer Clubs, Student Council and Math Club.  


“We offer many choices for students who want to be involved,” said Lumpkin-
Mucha, “and we have opportunities for our families and community members to 
get involved in our school too.” Every year WWIS holds its Warriors for the 
Cause Students vs. Staff Basketball Game to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society and families in need and has a Caring and Sharing food drive 
that benefits S.O.U.L. Ministries. There’s also a Mom Prom and Daddy-Daughter 
Dance, both of which bring families into the building. In the spring there is a 
flower sale with plants that were grown in the school’s greenhouse. Those 
proceeds benefit Student Council. 


Day and Lumpkin-Mucha work well with their staff, and they work well as a team. 
Lumpkin-Mucha has worked in the district as an intervention specialist and 
special education building facilitator. Day is a former math teacher whose critical 
thinking skills are essential in developing academic leadership. Each is detail-
oriented and organized, with Day being the more laid back of the two. Both of 
them work hard to get out of their offices and interact with students. “But kids 
don’t think they’re in trouble when they see me,” said Lumpkin-Mucha with a 
smile. When problems come up, both ask, “What do we need to do together to fix 
things?” 


“There is more positive energy here, and it’s more than the positive energy of a 
new school year,” said Day. “Winton Woods Intermediate School was a school in 
transition.” 


“But now we’re a school in transformation,” said 
Lumpkin-Mucha.  


PHOTO CAPTION: Principal Jeremy Day and Vice-
Principal Marchelle Lumpkin-Mucha are the building 
leaders at Winton Woods Intermediate School. 
 


 Congratulations to fourth grader Jamie Wilson, the 
winner of this year’s spelling bee at Winton Woods 
Elementary School! Jamie won with the word “steppe.”  
 


 







 


 Students at Winton Woods 
Primary South honored all 
veterans and current members 
of the military by making an 
American flag out of the outline 
of their hands during art class. 
The flag, which is located in the 
school’s lobby, used the 50 stars 
for names of family members 
who are past and current 
veterans. “We are grateful to all 
of the soldiers who have served 
in the military,” said Principal 
Tonya Bray.  


PHOTO CAPTION: Admiring the 
newly-created flag at Winton 
Woods Primary South are Sofia Escobedo and Naziere’ Holsay. Photo by Tonya 
Bray.  


 


 








 


 


September 17, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


Things do not happen. Things are made to happen.    - John F. Kennedy 


 


 Winton Woods City Schools will hold a district-wide Curriculum Night on 
Tuesday, September 23, in the media center at Winton Woods High school. “The 
evening will be broken up into two sessions to 
better serve our families,” said Dr. Terri 
Holden, the district’s executive director of 
teaching and learning. “Students and their 
families in kindergarten through grade 6 are 
scheduled for 6:00 p.m., and students and 
their families in grades 7-12 are scheduled for 
7:15 p.m.” 


“We want to introduce our families to 
Common Core and explain the big differences 
in the math and English/language arts 
curriculum that they will be seeing,” said 
Holden. “We’ll also give them a first look at 
the new testing for students.”  


The district’s technology department will be 
available that evening to sign parents up for 
ProgressBook and to answer technology 
questions. “We will also be launching our new 
mobile app that evening,” said Corina Denny, 
the district’s community and public engagement coordinator. “It will enable our 
families to access everything from lunch menus to school closing information.” 
The app will be free and can be downloaded for Apple and Android devices.   


A light dinner will be provided for the first 100 people attending Curriculum Night. 
Winton Woods High School is located at 1231 W. Kemper Road in Forest Park.  


 Winton Woods Primary South held its annual VIP lunch on Friday, September 12, 
and had over 230 parents, grandparents and other relatives stop by to visit and 
share a meal with students. From the cafeteria to the playground, families 
enjoyed their lunches and their time together.  







“Research has shown that when there is on-going parental involvement, student 
achievement increases,” said Tonya Bray, principal at WWPS. “We’re grateful 
that so many family members showed up to support our students.”  


PHOTO CAPTION: Enjoying a picnic lunch together on the grounds of Winton 
Woods Primary South in Springfield Township are (l-r) kindergartner Alex Adams, 
mom Sharlee Adams and second grader Andre Adams. Sharlee Adams serves 
as the vice president and membership committee chair of the Winton Woods 
Community PTA. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  


 Thirty people showed up on 
September 12 for mentor 
orientation for Academy of 
Global Studies @ Winton 
Woods High School, ready to 
be involved in the lives of 
students.  “Mentoring is a great 
way to give back to our 
community and to shape the 
leaders of tomorrow,” said 
Assistant Principal Kevin 
Jones, who led the orientation.  
 
The session lasted an hour 
and covered the details of the 
AGS program and mentoring 
responsibilities. Each mentor will work with 7-9 male and female students, all 
freshmen. Two mentors will be assigned to each group to ensure that if one of 
the mentors isn’t available, the other mentor will be able to conduct the session. 
Mentors meet in the lobby of the high school every other Friday from 7:00-7:50 
beginning September 26.    
  
“Mentoring is easy,” said Jones. “You do not have to plan a lesson because each 
mentor is provided with a binder of mentoring activities. You just need to show up 
and share your experiences with your group.” 
 
To learn more, or to volunteer to be an AGS mentor, contact Jones at 619-2426 
or jones.kevin@wintonwoods.org.  
 


 An MVP Card (Mature Valued Patron Card) allows Winton Woods City School 
District residents, age 55 and over, admission to most sporting events, plays and 
musicals (tournaments excluded). Contact Gina Burnett at the Central Office, 
1215 W. Kemper Rd. (619.2300) for more information or to pick up your card. 
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October 30, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


Wisdom is knowing the right path to take. Integrity is taking it.   – Unknown 


 


 For information regarding the upcoming Winton Woods City School District bond 
issue, please visit our website at www.wintonwoods.org. The first two green tabs 
on the left will take you to information regarding the bond issue and voting 
information. The bond issue will be on the November 4, 2014 ballot. 
 


 Reminder:  There is no school for students on Monday, November 3 (Parent 
Conferences) and Tuesday, November 4 (Professional Day).   
   


 Congratulations to Winton Woods High School’s 2014 Prom King George Brown 
and Prom Queen Kendra Jackson! The Grand Marshal of this year’s parade was 
Dave Bell, retired Winton Woods High School choir director. Photos by Elise 
Speeg.  
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 Jaysean Johnson, a sophomore violist with the Winton Woods High School 
orchestra, has set himself apart with his dedication to his craft. After studying all 
summer with Lois Bell, orchestra assistant for the district, Johnson successfully 
auditioned for the Cincinnati Symphony Youth Concert Orchestra and won a 
leadership role with the ensemble. The CSYO is an extracurricular program for 
high-achieving young musicians.  


 
“Competition is strong in the audition process, but the 
rewards of performing in these groups are worth the 
work,” said Felipe Morales-Torres, orchestra director for 
the district. “Students often move on to receive 
significant financial aid for college in recognition of their 
dedication or accomplishment in music. For Jaysean, 
the youth orchestra is a first step in his journey toward 
becoming a professional musician and teacher.” 
 
In addition to his position with CSYO, Johnson was 
awarded a significant scholarship through the CSO’s 
Carlson-Berne Memorial Scholarship fund. “The award 
is given to serious students who show the promise and 
dedication to succeed in private lessons with 
professional symphony musicians,” said Morales-
Torres. “Jaysean is the first Winton Woods student to 
receive the scholarship, which will fund about 75% of 
his lesson costs and last through the rest of his high 
school career.” 
 
The orchestra director sees the scholarship as a compliment to the Winton 
Woods orchestra program. “By awarding this scholarship, the symphony has told 
our students that we are on the right track, that this community has something to 
offer, and that we should continue to cultivate it,” said Morales-Torres. “I am 
hopeful this is the beginning of a continued artistic and educational relationship 
with the symphony.” 
 
Johnson was also recognized for his achievement at the October Board of 
Education meeting.  
 


 Making new friends, eating new foods, and experiencing life in the United 
States—these are a few of the things a Chinese exchange student wants to 
experience. Winton Woods High School, in partnership with Dehan Education, 
has established a solid relationship with its sister school, Fudan Academy in 
Shanghai, China. In the initial exchange last year, three students from Winton 
Woods and Assistant Principal Amber Strasser were hosted in Shanghai for 
several weeks. In January 2014, 17 Chinese students and their teacher arrived to 
live here for six months, attending Winton Woods High School as seniors. Hosted 
and supported by local families, they experienced American life. The students 
worked hard to improve their verbal English skills and studied to pass the 
required graduation tests, achieving their dream of proudly receiving an 
American diploma.  







Host families come in many forms: some have young children, some are “empty 
nesters,” some are busy families who choose to add one more children to the 
mix. There can be benefits for your family as well. Jessica and Kevin Fugikawa of 
Greenhills have hosted three students. Preparing for their next student, Kevin 
said, “Hosting has opened our family to new experiences and has taught us 
about different cultures."   


On December 30, the next class of 24 students from Fudan Academy will arrive 
to begin their semester here. Host families are needed to provide lodging and 
meals, a comfortable bed, a quiet study area, and transportation to and from 
school and activities. A monthly stipend of $500.00 per student will help defray 
expenses. Hosts and students receive support from local supervisor, Cindy 
Marcou, who has more than 14 years experience with foreign exchange 
students. “My family has hosted over 20 students, and we have friends all over 
the world. My children and grandchildren have a deeper understanding, interest, 
and respect for different cultures because of our wonderful experiences,” said 
Marcou.   


If you would like more information about hosting, please contact Cindy Marcou at 
522-3264. "There are 24 students eagerly awaiting placement," she said.   


 Winton Woods Intermediate School will have its annual Sharing & Caring 
Canned Food Drive from November 3-14 to benefit those in need. S.O.U.L. 
Ministries will pick up the items collected on November 19.  
 


 Warrior Strings, the youngest members of Winton Woods City Schools’ orchestra 
program and fifth graders at Winton Woods Intermediate School, held its first 
recital for family and friends on Friday, October 24. More than 60 students 
showed what they have learned since 
the beginning of the school and 
played a variety of songs for the 
audience. This “lunch and listen” 
event was followed by pizza and 
drinks for the students and those 
attending.  


“We’ve learned more than twenty 
songs since the beginning of school,” 
said Felipe Morales-Torres, orchestra 
director for the district. “We’ve 
learned not only by playing, but also 
through the use of singing, 
movement, reading, writing, and 
technology. By the time these students graduate high school, they will have 
practiced more than 60,000 minutes.” 


Warrior Strings members who play violin are: Jailynn Alsop, Brianna Avalos, 
Ashley Castro-Morales, Esmeralda Diaz, Alvine Djomkam, Adriana Dueñas 
Uribe, Laxmi Gautam, Leslie Gervacio, Leshaunti Gibson, Caryn Goins, Ariana 
Green, Rohkaya Gueye, Teketa Hardin, Ariel Harrell, Anthony Hernandez, 
Joseph Hernandez, Emily Hernandez-Canedo, Jaiden Hogan, Karen Ilboudo, 
Versa Khan, Aitana Lopez, Citlaly Martinez-Diaz, Briana Mendoza-Sandoval, 
Aryanna Moore, Chadisha Nelper, Kavitha Nelson, Juan Orduña Andablo, Kelly 







Paniagua, Oliver Perez-Perez, Scarlet Ramirez, Keishmary Rodriguez, Donnie 
Smith, Ashley Soto, Asia Stokes, Brandon Thompson, Julian Vaca-Iber, Tony 
Wilens and Victoria Word.  


Viola players are: Maria Adames, Molly Hendrix, Alicia Joash, Lindsey Piñeda, 
Chris-tian Rothan, Stacey Serwaa, Hannah Temke, ane Noelle Wolke. 


Playing cello are: Nia Hooten, Branden Lee, Shawn Pierson, William Rothan, 
Shailin Uribe-Martinez and Kei’shone Scott.  


Bassists are: Treyvon Carter, Faith Purdin and Iris Samelak.  


 Winton Woods Primary North is hosting its Scholastic Book Fair on November 3 
from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the school library for district families and community 
members. This is a great opportunity to purchase holiday gifts and give the "gift 
of reading" at the same time. Everyone is welcome.   
 


 Congratulations to second grader Lily 
Patrick, the newest member of the Wee 
Warriors Music Club at Winton Woods 
Primary North! WWPN students who 
attend music performances at other 
schools in the district can join the music 
club and are awarded a t-shirt. 


  


 Both Winton Woods Primary North and 
Winton Woods Primary South held their 
annual Muffins with Mom events on 
Thursday, October 23, and Friday, 
October 24, and both had over 300 
people in attendance. The schools also launched their Market Day cookie dough 
fundraisers. Thanks to all the volunteers who made these events a success!  


 


 
 
 
 
 
 







 The November focus for the Winton Woods Community PTA is grandparent 
partnership. "To increase grandparent involvement and create a positive, 
welcoming collaboration, we will have our first ever Baking with Grandparents 
Dessert Contest," said Chelsea Nuss, WWC PTA president. "I believe this is an 
important opportunity to engage and show our appreciation for their support and 
guidance with our kids."  Please see attached flier for more information.  
 


 Want to get a head start on holiday shopping and support the Winton Woods 
band students traveling to China? OF COURSE YOU DO! Please come to our 
“Vendor Sale” on November 8, from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m., in the Winton Woods High 
School cafeteria. These sales consultants will be there, and we will have some 
baskets to raffle off as well: Thirty One, Origami Owl, Tupperware, Mary Kay, 
Jamberry Nails, Pampered Chef, and a few others. Stop by to order or buy that 
one-of-a-kind gift for your friends and family! 
 








 


November 20, 2014 


Quote of the week: 


Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our 


Thanksgiving.         – W.T. Purkiser 


 


 Schools will be closed on November 26 (Conference Exchange Day), 27 and 28 


(Thanksgiving holiday). We wish each of our students, staff and families a safe, 


warm and happy Thanksgiving! 


 


  Winton Woods High School 
will present this year’s fall 
play, You Can’t Take It With 
You, on Thursday, November 
20 through Saturday, 
November 22, at 8:00 p.m. in 
the David Bell Performing 
Arts Center at the high 
school.  


The play is the comedic story 
of Alice Sycamore, the only 
normal person in her crazy 
family, and her boss and 
fiancée Tony Kirby, who 
comes from a wealthy, but 
stuffy family. When the two families meet for dinner at Alice’s house, fireworks 
fly. The play won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1937 and the Oscar for Best 
Picture in 1939.   


Tickets for the show are $7.00 and will be available at the door. Community 
members holding MVP Cards from the district will be admitted for free. Cast and 
crew members from the show are pictured.   


 Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School (AGS) will host an 
Open House on Tuesday, December 2, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The Open House 







is designed for prospective students and parents to meet the teachers and learn 
about the program. Topics to be highlighted include academics, technology, 
mentoring, service, travel, and project based learning. Those attending will also 
learn about New Tech and the International Studies Schools Network, both 
partners in the AGS program. 


 
Assistant Principal Kevin Jones said he will give an overview of the four-year-old 
program and answer questions, while a student panel will give students’ 
perspectives. Students will also be on hand to show their work and explain some 
of the technology used in AGS.  


The Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High Schools opened in 
August 2011. In addition to completing four years of math, science, English and 
Social Studies, students in AGS: 


 complete four years of either Spanish or Mandarin Chinese 


 complete a yearly Global Seminar class  


 complete and present a capstone project during senior year 


 log community service hours  


 attend eight (8) bells a day instead of seven (7) 


 earn at least 26 credits, instead of 22. 
 
Ninth grade AGS students meet twice a month with mentors from the community. 
“The goal of the mentoring program is to have students connect with adults to 
learn about college and the business world,” said Jones.     
 


 Brenda Hodges-Davis wants her students to understand that though they may 
have challenges, they can still be very successful. That’s why the principal of 
Winton Woods City Schools’ 
alternative education school 
recently held a college and 
career fair. “I wanted them to 
investigate their options in life 
after school,” she said. “I 
wanted to show them 
something different than what 
they may have been 
considering for themselves.”  


Representatives from Butler 
Technical and Career 
Development Schools, 
Cincinnati State College, the 
University of Cincinnati, the 
U.S. Army, Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Career Development, Miami 
University, Central State University and Northern Kentucky University were at the 
fair. Professor Emeritus Dr. Calvert H. Smith from the University of Cincinnati 







College of Education, Criminal Justice and Human Services was the motivational 
speaker for the day and talked about life after high school.  


Hodges-Davis said the career fair was part of a college and career readiness unit 
that her students were doing. Another part has been field trips to local colleges. 
So far they have been to Ivy Tech Community College and Cincinnati State 
College and will be going to the University of Cincinnati.      


PHOTO CAPTION: Students at Project Success listen to guest speaker Dr. 
Calvert H. Smith at their recent College and Career Fair. 


 Brenn Wright, a freshman at 
Winton Woods High School and 
a Forest Park Fire Explorer, 
helped give out smoke 
detectors as part of a blitz held 
by the Forest Park Fire 
Department and the Kiwanis 
Club of Greenhills/Forest 
Park. The blitz happened on 
November 1 on Hanover Road 
between the blocks of Kemper 
Road and Smiley Avenue. Of 
the 105 houses visited, 
approximately 10 percent 
needed smoke detectors and/or 
batteries. Wright plans to be a firefighter after college so that he can serve his 
community. Shown during the smoke detector blitz are Phil Haisley of the 
Kiwanis Club, Brenn Wright and Thomas Jackson of the Forest Park Fire 
Department. Photo by Jermaine Hill.  
 


 Ezra Owita, a 2014 graduate of Winton Woods High School and a student in its 
High School of Business™  program, scored among the top business students 
nationwide on exams to test their business knowledge. Owita earned the third 
highest end-of-course exam score in the nation last spring on the Wealth 
Management course.  


Students participating in High School of Business complete real, hands-on 
business projects through a series of six courses. The program also includes 
observational internships, opportunities to earn college credit, and local oversight 
via a steering team of college faculty, business professionals, and school 
personnel. Nick Argentati is the High School of Business instructor at Winton 
Woods High School.  


High School of Business is a program of MBAResearch, a non-profit organization 
specializing in educational research and the development of business and 
marketing curriculum for high schools and colleges. The accelerated program is 







designed for college-bound students with interest in business administration 
careers, such as marketing, finance, 
entrepreneurship, or management.  


 Congratulations to Winton Woods Middle School 
social studies teacher Bob Schuning who spent part 
of last summer in Costa Rica at the Monteverde 
Cloud Forest Reserve and La Selva Biological Station 
where he studied biotic, physical, and cultural forces 
that affect tropical biodiversity. Schuning took the 
graduate course in pursuit of his master’s degree 
from Miami University’s Global Field Program.  
 


 For the seventh year in a row, the students and staff 
at Winton Woods Intermediate School showed their 
generosity through the school’s annual Caring and 
Sharing Food Drive. Over 1000 items were collected 
this year and will be donated to S.O.U.L. Ministries. 


Members of the WWIS Student 
Council and their sponsor Genice 
Peterson helped with the food drive. 
This year’s Student Council 
members are: Maria Adames, Trinity 
Azure, William Bird, Seven Blue, 
Ashley Brewton, Aliajah Cephas, 
Drew Collins, Jaden Dunnom, 
Aniylah Hendrix, Justice Hicks, 
Cynthia Kudatsi, Rafael Murray and 
Paris Weems.  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Members of 
Winton Woods Intermediate School’s 
Student Council are shown with the 
canned goods they collected for this year’s Caring and Sharing Food Drive. 


 







