
December 10, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

Every piece of the universe, even the tiniest little snow crystal, matters somehow. I have 
a place in the pattern, and so do you.       - T.A. Barron 

 



 Winton Woods City Schools 
has changed in many positive 
ways in the 11 years that Tim 
Cleary served on the district’s 
board of  education. He’s been 
part of creating the Academy of 
Global Studies, implementing 
part-time enrollment for home 
school students, building the 
new high school stadium, and 
forging international school 
partnerships in China. It was all 
this, and more, that led to 
Cleary receiving the district’s 
Community Spirit Award at the 
November board meeting.     

“It’s more than community spirit for this gentleman,” said Superintendent Anthony 
G. Smith. “He’s put his life, and energy and commitment into making this district 
a better place for all our students. His energy, his enthusiasm, his love for 
children, and his love for district is just a small token of who he really is.” 

Cleary said some of the highlights of his time as a board member included 
greeting teachers at the high school on the first day of school, awarding full-ride 
college scholarships to students through his affiliation with Cincinnati Christian 
University, and working with staff and administrators “who work hard and care 
about students.”  

Cleary thanked the board for his appointment to the Great Oaks board and said, 
“I’ve enjoyed all the fingerprints I’m leaving behind in policy and facilities and the 
stadium. It’s been an honor to serve my neighbors.”    

PHOTO CAPTION: Former Winton Woods board member Tim Cleary is shown 
receiving his Community Spirit award from Board President Jessica Miranda. 

 

 To the delight of Winton Woods City Schools, the district’s partnership with 
Forest Chapel United Methodist Church has continued from 2007 until the 
present day. “Members of the congregation have volunteered their time and 
talents in many of our schools through tutoring programs and mentoring 
initiatives,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. The district presented Pastor 
J. Kabamba Kiboko and the church’s congregation with the Community Spirit 
award at the November board of education meeting.  

 
During the week many church members can be found at Winton Woods Primary 
North in Greenhills, working on academics with the district’s young students. At 
Winton Woods Intermediate School, Forest Chapel has volunteered for years at 
the annual Daddy-Daughter dance.  



 
“This past summer the church helped to sponsor a new educational opportunity 
for our students—fly fishing,” said Smith. “Students in grades 5-8 were able to 
learn the fundamentals of fly fishing during a free, two-day camp held at Parky’s 
Farm in Winton Woods Park. 
 
We are also grateful for the many years that Forest Chapel has held its summer 
Back-to-School Celebration, which has offered food and games to those 
attending, while providing school supplies to Winton Woods students. The church 
has also opened its doors to host our high school’s Senior Reflections ceremony. 
We thank Forest Chapel for its service to our district.” 
 

 Winton Woods High 
School’s Brianna Ball is a 
two-sport athlete who has 
maintained a 4.0 GPA in 
the classroom and become 
a leader among her peers. 
“As a freshman, Brianna 
was on the varsity 
volleyball team, and now 
she is on the varsity 
basketball team,” said her 
guidance counselor Brad 
Tash. “Both of these sports 
have demanding practice 
and game schedules, but 
Brianna is still able to 
achieve high levels of academic success and has served as group leader in a 
number of class projects as well.” 

Ball, who was honored at the district’s November board of education meeting 
with the Kiwanis Gold Star Student of the Month award, is also a student who 
takes time to help others. “This summer Brianna completed hours of community 
service by helping to clean up the city through trash pick-up,” said Tash. “She 
also collected canned goods for the homeless and serves in school as a tutor to 
her classmates and teammates.” 

Tash said Ball was a model student both academically and socially. “Brianna 
continues to display that her good nature is as impressive as her good grades,” 
he said. “She embodies the ‘Warrior Way’ and serves as an example to all of her 
peers.” 
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Terry Lee, president of the Kiwanis Club of Greenhills and 
Forest Park, is shown with Brianna Ball, November’s Kiwanis Gold Star Student 
of the Month. 



 Winton Woods Superintendent 
Anthony G. Smith led the 
standing ovation for Silas Baur, a 
junior at Winton Woods High 
School, at the November board 
of education meeting. Baur 
received special recognition from 
the district for his tenacity in 
overcoming tremendous health 
challenges since his freshman 
year and continuing his extra-
curricular involvements, including 
running on the cross country 
team.  

Smith read from a news article that talked about Baur’s diagnosis with Osgood-
Schlatter disease, an inflammation of the knees, during freshman year, 
and Graves disease, an immune disorder that leads to the overproduction of 
thyroid hormones, during his sophomore year. Treatment now has Baur’s 
symptoms under control. Baur said he feels more like his old self this year and 
was able to return to some of the activities he enjoys—like running and singing in 
the choir. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods junior Silas Baur received special recognition 
from the board of education in November. Shown in the photo are (l-r) board 
members Jeff Berte and John Pennycuff, Superintendent Anthony G. Smith, 
Silas Baur, and Board President Jessica Miranda. 

 DeAshia Causey and Ariel Yisrael were chosen by Winton Woods High School 
art teacher Carol Becci-Youngs for the 
Selections Student Art Show held at 
Mt. St. Joseph University from 
November 9 – December 4. “The 
artwork had to be a portfolio piece, 
either realism or abstraction, excelling 
in elements and principles of design,” 
said Becci-Youngs. “I was only able to 
choose two pieces of art with 
outstanding qualities that included 
excellent realism/abstraction, creativity 
and technique.” 

Forty-seven schools participated in 
this year’s student art show. This was 
the 17th year for this biennial exhibition which spotlights art works created by area 
high school students as selected by their art teachers.  



PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School art teacher Carol Becci-Youngs 
is shown with Selections artists Ariel Yisrael (left), holding her artwork entitled 
“Cubistic Dali,” and DeAshia Causey, holding her piece entitled “Lions.”  

 

 

 Congratulations with Winton Woods High 
School junior defensive lineman Jerron Cage, 
who was named to the Division II first-team all-
state football team. Cage has signed to play 
football at The Ohio State University after 
graduation.  

 

 

 

 

 Nathan Washam and Nico Prentosito have spent 
months preparing for the spelling bee at Winton 
Woods Middle School this year. They’ve also been 
encouraging each other the entire time. On Thursday, 
December 3, the two boys went 50 rounds, spelling 
words from the pre-determined spelling list and 
tackling some surprise words off the list.  

“Nathan was crowned spelling bee champion for the 
second year in a row at Winton Woods Middle 
School,” said Stephanie Romer, science lab teacher 
and spelling bee coordinator. “Nico stuck with Nathan 
for 49 of those rounds, showing dedication and skill 
that is impressive for any middle school student. 
Even though the spelling bee was a tough 
competition, Nathan and Nico had each other's backs 
when it came to encouragement, self-confidence, 
and preparation.” 

Lisa Washam, Nathan’s mom, said the two boys 
studied for the spelling bee together the weekend 
before it was held. “Nico has been a good friend to Nathan and has encouraged 
him over the years,” said Lisa Washam. Nathan has severe autism and a motor 
tic disorder. 



Washam is proud of her son for winning the spelling bee, and she’s impressed 
with Prentosito as well. “I am impressed with Nico’s character,” she said. “He has 
been kind and inspirational to Nathan, and Nathan considers him as his friend. I 
think that Nico’s character will take him further than a win or loss in one spelling 
bee.” 

The judges for this year’s spelling bee at Winton Woods Middle School were Matt 
Alander, Lisa Giblin, and Stephanie Romer. The word announcer was Gary 
Giblin. 

Romer said she was “proud of all of the spelling bee contestants for their hard 
work, determination and effort in preparing for the bee with all of the hours of 
studying dedicated to this wonderful event.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Middle School friends Nico Prentosito (left) 
and Nathan Washam were runner up and winner respectively of this year’s 
school spelling bee. Photo by Tina Prentosito. 

 Winton Woods Elementary 
School’s third and fourth 
grade choir, led by director 
Megan Weaver, sang 
perennial favorites at the 
annual Forest Park Tree 
Lighting Ceremony on 
December 7. The group 
serenaded the packed 
firehouse with “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer,” 
“Silent Night,” “Jingle Bells” 
and “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas!” Keyboard 
accompanist was Cindy 
Hudak.  

After the coloring and essay contest winners were announced, the trees were lit. 
Santa arrived on a fire truck to greet the children and treat them to candy canes, 
as parents watched with hot chocolate and cookies in hand. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Twenty-one students from Winton 
Woods Primary South were honored 
as “bucket fillers” in November for 
their caring and kind actions. Chosen 
by their teachers this month were: 
Magaly Avalos, Khaden Waver, 
Maleah Nkansah, Angel Dulal, 
Kennedy Pearson, London Worrell, 
Jacqueline Argueta-Majano, Antonio 
Gonzales Davila, Rateb Saleh, 
Ariyanna Hodge, Rocco Gomez, 
Arriana Allen-Miller, Amya Carroll, 
Eva Gronefeld, William Statt,  Kalin 
Stroud, Kaiya Spence, Yazmin 

Mendoza, Isaiah Kabore, Ta’Shay West, and J’Onte Ulmer.      

The students received a certificate, a pizza lunch with Principal Danielle Wallace, 
and are able to be out of uniform that day.   
 

Upcoming Events 

December 14             Board of Education Regular Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

December 21 - Jan. 4   No School – Winter Break 

Jan. 5, 2016    School Re-opens 

Jan. 8, 2016   Report Card Distribution 

Jan. 14-15   WWMS Massability, 7:00 p.m.  

Jan. 18, 2016  No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan. 21, 2016  K-6 Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Jan. 25, 2016  Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 (tentative) 

Jan. 28, 2016  Gr. 7-12 Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 

 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer 
and photographer. 

 

 


