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Quote of the week: 

Gratitude turns what we have into enough.   

 

 Keoliseyenum Usuani, better 
known as Olisey, has made a 
positive impression on his 
teachers at Winton Woods 
Elementary School this year. The 
fourth grader was honored at the 
November Board of Education 
meeting by the Greenhills/Forest 
Park Kiwanis Club with the 
Kiwanis Character is Key award 
for fairness.  

“Olisey is an incredible young 
man,” said his music teacher 
Megan Weaver. “He is the perfect 
example of a student who lives his days in kindness, generosity, friendship, and 
fairness. Every time he comes to class, he offers to help with any and every task. 
I feel lucky to have Olisey at Winton Woods Elementary School, and I know I am 
only one of many.” 

WWES physical education teacher Sheri Conrad agrees. “Olisey is kind and 
caring of others and is always offering his help,” she said. “For a while last year 
he was unable to go outside for recess, so he came in the gym. He was, and still 
is, always polite when asking for something and never failed to thank me for 
allowing him to come to the gym. I know that with Olisey out there, the future is 
lucky to have him.” 

Weaver said, “Olisey is enthusiastic about learning and is a pleasure to teach. I 
love watching him learn more and more every day. He always has a smile on his 
face, is always polite, and you should ask him to dance. He really gets into our 
‘Composer of the Month’ music. His kind spirit, generous heart, playfulness, and 
hard-working mindset make for a special young man and student.”   



PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith reads the 
Character is Key nomination for Olisey Usuani for fairness as board member 
John Pennycuff looks on.   

 The Winton Woods Board of 
Education presented Cincinnati 
Enquirer photojournalist Cara 
Owsley with the 2015 OSBA 
Media Award for her balanced 
and accurate approach to 
sharing with the community 
both the challenges facing the 
district’s schools and the 
successes achieved by the staff 
and students. 

“Cara has earned our respect 
for her hard work and our 
admiration for her positive 
attitude,” said Corina Denny, 
community engagement coordinator for the district. “Over the years she has 
highlighted our youngest students on the first day of school, shown our Warriors 
at work and at play, and recently told the story of Nadia Goforth, a Winton Woods 
graduate who spent her last year in the foster care system while a senior in our 
high school. Cara’s photos tell a story that goes beyond words. We’re proud to 
have her as part of our district.”     

PHOTO CAPTION: Cincinnati Enquirer photojournalist Cara Owsley received the 
OSBA Media Award from the Winton Woods Board of Education. Pictured are (l-
r) Winton Woods Publicity Writer Teresa Cleary, Cara Owsley, and Winton 
Woods Board of Education President Jessica Miranda.  

 Five years after its creation, Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High 
School has its first graduating class, as well as a long list of successes. “We want 
to spread the word about this one-of-a-kind school and the amazing opportunities 
it offers students,” said Josh Amstutz, AGS coordinator. “We’re hosting an open 
house at the high school on Thursday, December 3, from 5:00-7:00 p.m., for 
prospective students and parents, with entrance through the front lobby.” 

AGS is the only school in the nation which is aligned with both New Tech 
Network and the International School Studies Network. AGS operates as a 
school-within-a-school, with a global focus based on project-based learning and 
a curriculum that directly aligns with the requirements for the Ohio honors 
diploma. In addition, AGS students will complete 70 hours of community 
service.    
 
“Our global seminar class focuses on the four pillars of the International School 
Studies Network,” said Amstutz. “During freshman year, students investigate the 



world while working toward an international fair at the end of the school year. 
Sophomores learn to recognize other perspectives and participate in Model 
United Nations. Juniors’ focus is debating, as they learn about communicating 
ideas. And our seniors put it all together to take action through a Senior 
Capstone Project.”  
 
AGS’s global focus has meant that students have heard from speakers from 16 
different countries already this year. “We also have set up exchange programs 
through our sister schools in China and Germany,” said Amstutz, “and we have 
traveled with students internationally to Costa Rica, China, Switzerland, and 
Germany. We’re heading to Italy in February 2016.” 
 
Travel opportunities for AGS students also take place during freshman year with 
a trip to the Heifer International Global Village in Little Rock, Arkansas, and a trip 
during junior year to Washington, D.C.  
 

To help ninth grade students with the transition into the AGS program, freshmen 
meet twice a month with mentors from the community to learn from their 
experiences and become even more productive members of both their local and 
global communities.  
 
“We’re proud to say that our first graduating class in 2015 logged 4,623 
community service hours, and 20% attended college courses at local universities 
while still in high school,” said Amstutz. “AGS graduates were accepted into 26 
different colleges outside of the Greater Cincinnati area, as well as at many of 
our local colleges and universities.” 
 

At the AGS Open House, prospective students and parents will meet teachers, 
learn about the program and be introduced to the technology that students use. 
There will be a panel discussion led by AGS students, who will show their work 
and be available for questions.    
 
The Academy of Global Studies @ Winton Woods High School is located at 1231 
W. Kemper Road in Forest Park. Winton Woods City Schools is an open 
enrollment district. 
 

 Brothers Vince and Josh Harrison 
know that life has been good to 
them, but they also know that it 
took a lot of hard work and 
determination to achieve the 
successes they’ve had in their 
careers. Both men recently 
brought that message to students 
at Winton Woods City Schools’ 
alternative education program. 
“I’m not the biggest guy, but I play 



big,” said Josh Harrison, who is third baseman for the Pittsburgh Pirates.” I 
believe in hard work and staying the course. What matters at the end of the day 
is how you finish.”  

Vince Harrison, who is hitting coach for the Arizona Diamondbacks, said that 
while sports gave him his opportunity, he always made his education a priority. 
He attended the University of Kentucky and double majored in business 
marketing and management. Even when he was in negotiations to play baseball 
in Tampa, he said he made sure he had money set aside to return to school to 
complete the 33 hours he had left to graduate. Then instead of going home 
during the off-season, he “made a business decision” and took classes to 
complete his degree. He finished school in December 2002, and shortly after 
that, he broke his wrist—right before making the majors. “You will run into 
obstacles in life,” he said. “You have to decide what’s best for you.” 

For Vince Harrison, what was best was returning to Cincinnati during his 
brother’s senior year of high school, taking a teaching job, and becoming Josh’s 
coach. He put Josh through demanding workouts, reminding his little brother that 
he had to work hard to achieve his dreams. “We would get to the field three 
hours before everyone else,” said Josh Harrison.       

When the younger Harrison brother asked the students what careers they were 
interested in, answers ranged from nursing to psychology to studio engineer. 
“Don’t expect it to be handed to you,” he said. “Go out and get it. Let your 
teachers help you.” 

Bonita Harrison, who works at the alternative school and is Vince’s and Josh’s 
mom, told the students that her family always made education a priority. “I told 
them, ‘Education is always first. Playing ball is a privilege.’” She said she never 
accepted anything but the best from her three sons. Her third son, Shaun, who 
wasn’t able to attend the presentation, works as a barber and raps part-time. 
Josh Harrison shared that Shaun, who has worked as a music producer, wrote 
and performed his baseball walk-up songs: “I’m the Man,” “Shock Da Globe,” 
“Gotta See Me” and “Focused on the Grind.”   

Both Harrison brothers encouraged the students not to let other people hold them 
back. “Go out and get it,” said Josh Harrison. “Rely on talent and hard work. 
Don’t expect anything to be handed to you.”  

“Make sure you stay on track,” Vince Harrison added. “Don’t lose that vision. I 
encourage you to keep chasing what you want to do.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Vince (from left) and Josh Harrison are shown talking to 
students at Winton Woods City Schools’ alternative education program, as their 
mom, Bonita Harrison, looks on. 
 



 Hard work and generosity came 
together for the eighth year in a 
row as the students and staff at 
Winton Woods Intermediate 
School held their annual Caring 
and Sharing Food Drive. Over 
1200 items were collected this 
year and donated to S.O.U.L. 
Ministries. 

Members of the WWIS Student 
Council and their co-sponsors 
Genice Peterson and Carl Paff 
helped with this year’s food drive. 
Student Council members for the 
2015-2016 school year are (l-r): 
Kaisha Calhoun, Isha Acharya, Anthony Hernandez, Kiala Stanford, Raymond 
Richard, Crishaun Early, Nadia Griffith, Innocent Ntwali, Cameron Miller, Davier 
Beamon, Emily Hernandez, and Ty’Shawna Price. Tyrique Cole is not pictured. 

 An $1800 grant from the Raymond and Rita Foos Family 
Charitable Foundation will help sixth graders at Winton 
Woods Intermediate School learn about social justice 
issues. Holly Smith-Conway (shown), fifth and sixth 
grade reading and language arts teacher at the school, 
applied for the grant, which will be used to purchase 100 
copies of the series The Breadwinner.  

“The sixth grade students at Winton Woods Intermediate 
School are learning reading this year through a 
curriculum based in popular, young adult novels,” said 
Smith-Conway. “The pervasive theme in each novel is 
social justice.” The Breadwinner novel series follows a 
young girl in Afghanistan whose family faces a number of 
struggles. She disguises herself as a boy to become the 
breadwinner for her family to survive. 

“These novels will expose students to a culture very 
different from theirs and will allow for discussion of civil 
rights for women and the human cost of war,” said Smith-Conway. “It will also 
allow parallels to be drawn between the treatment of Jews in the Holocaust, child 
soldiers in the Sudan, slaves before the Civil War, African Americans in the 
1950’s and women in the Middle East.”  

In addition to reading and discussing the novels, students will do research 
projects and assemble electronic portfolios to document their growing 
understanding of social justice in various countries and time periods. “Students 
will also participate in two service-learning opportunities throughout the year,” 



said Smith-Conway. “One will benefit our local community, and one will benefit 
the global community.” She added that part of determining the success of the 
project will be analyzing local and state test data to determine student growth in 
reading and language arts. 

“Our students are living in an age in which they are exposed to intolerance in 
many forms, from racial to religious, both personally and in the world at large,” 
said Smith-Conway. “The future of the United States truly lies in the hands of our 
students, and as teachers we have the unique opportunity to engage them in 
meaningful dialogue to teach them tolerance and understanding.” 

  

 

 

 

 


