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Quote of the week: 

In order to succeed we must first believe that we can.  

 Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton Woods 
City Schools, believes in thinking globally and acting 
locally. It was a combination of this vision and the 
success of the district’s Academy of Global Studies that 
led to an invitation for Smith to speak at the 60th annual 
Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) Capital 
Conference and Trade Show about the AGS program 
and community partnerships. AGS is the only school in 
the country to incorporate the New Tech model and 
International Studies School Network.  

“Winton Woods City Schools has found that specialized 
programs like AGS, in combination with community 
partnerships, have been effective in addressing the 
unique needs of urban students,” said Smith. “It was an 
honor to share what we’ve learned with my fellow 
educators.”  

Out of 613 districts in Ohio, Winton Woods City Schools 
is the only one with the unique demographic characteristics of: 

 86% minority student body 

 15% of students speak English as a second language  

 16% students with disabilities 

 72% of students on the free and reduced lunch program (up from 22% in 
2003). 
 

“No matter the circumstances, our goal is ensuring all students achieve their 
highest potential,” said Smith. “Our business and community partners have come 
alongside us in achieving that goal by participating in tutoring programs inside 
and outside of our buildings and by creating unique educational opportunities for 
our students, like the fly fishing classes that were offered this past summer.” 

At the conference, Smith used his session to describe the success of the AGS 
program, which “has led to the expansion of project-based learning throughout 
the entire high school, powered by the New Tech Network,” he said. “Also 



beginning this year, all of our high school students are equipped with laptop or 
Chromebook computers, and we have expanded these same ISSN practices to 
our middle school students.” 

The AGS model puts together 1:1 technology and project-based learning in an 
environment where students can investigate the world, recognize perspectives, 
communicate ideas and take action. Requirements include an extra hour of class 
a day for global seminar, four years of either Mandarin Chinese or Spanish, 
presentations, working with a mentor, travel and community service. 

Nearly 10,000 people attended this year’s OSBA conference, which included 
close to 150 sessions of panel discussions, workshops, one-on-one assistance 
and nationally renowned speakers who addressed a variety of educational 
issues. Keynote presenters included Leland Melvin, former astronaut, NASA 
educator and NFL player; Dr. Milton Chen, educational media expert; and Jane 
Pauley, award-winning broadcast journalist.  

In its 60th year, OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s 
public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through 
superior service, unwavering advocacy and creative solutions.  

 The Winton Woods board of education took time at the October meeting to 
recognize five international and 
exchange students who are 
studying at Winton Woods High 
School this year.  

The board welcomed and 
recognized the following 
students and their host 
parents:  

 Huimin (Tiana) Ma and 
Zi (Nina) Ye from China 
who are hosted by 
Sandra Albers. 

 Aly Mahgoub from Egypt 
and Nikoloz Tsiklauri 
from Georgia who are hosted by Paul and Marianne Denning.  

 Zijian (Zeke) Zhang from China who is hosted by Jessica Fugikawa. They 
are shown with board member Kim Burns. 

 



 Angelica Gil Mendez has only been at Winton Woods 
High School for a few short months, but she’s already 
distinguished herself as one of the school’s top 
students. That’s why her counselor, Brad Tash, 
recommended Gil Mendez for the district’s September 
Kiwanis Gold Star Student of the Month Award.  

“Through the first quarter, Angelica has every grade at 
or above 89%, including in her honors classes,” said 
Tash. “We have many group projects here, and 
Angelica always takes a leadership role in making sure 
the groups run smoothly and complete their 
assignments. She participates in extra-curricular 
activities as well and recently joined the Art Club, 
where she’s been recognized as a fantastic artist. 

“Angelica is a hard working student with a strong desire 
to achieve. She is a leader, good-hearted, and well-

rounded.  Angelica truly embodies ‘The Warrior Way.’” 

 Jaeydah Edwards’ involvement at Winton Woods High 
School and in the community earned her the honor of 
being recognized as the October Kiwanis Gold Star 
Student of the Month at last month’s board of education 
meeting. “During school hours Jaeydah is a junior in 
Academy of Global Studies and an active member of 
the Winton Woods High School marching band,” said 
her counselor Linda Lumpkin. “After school she serves 
as president of the Winton Woods Key Club, where she 
can be seen running meetings and organizing student 
volunteers to provide community service for events in 
Forest Park, Greenhills and Springfield Township.”  

Edwards has taken a rigorous course load, including 
honors courses, and is ranked fifth in her class of 298 
students with a weighted GPA of 4.053. “Jaeydah 
shows high interest in learning about Chinese language 
and culture, and she is in Chinese IV this year,” said Lumpkin. “Next year she 
plans to add College Credit Plus Courses to her course load.”        

Edwards makes time to provide peer-to-peer tutoring at the high school’s 
Academic Help Center and by her senior year will have provided 100 hours of 
community service.    

 
 



 Jordin Rendleman, a 
kindergarten student at Winton 
Woods Primary South, was 
honored at the district’s 
October board of education 
meeting with the Kiwanis 
Character is Key award for 
respect.   

“Jordin Rendleman always 
shows respect to her teachers 
and friends,” said her teacher 
Emily Perkins. “She does not 
only show respect, but she 
models it for the other students 
in her class. Her presence has 
a strong impact on others, and she plays a big role in the community in our 
classroom. I am so fortunate Jordin is in my class, she is a star.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith reads the 
recommendation for Jordin Rendleman, who was honored with the Kiwanis 
Character is Key Award at the October board of education meeting. Board 
member John Pennycuff is also shown.  

 

 Josh Ayala-Barrueta, a first grade student at Winton 
Woods Primary North, was honored at the district’s 
October board of education meeting with the Kiwanis 
Character is Key award for responsibility.  

“For six years old, Josh demonstrates a level of 
responsibility that matches someone twice his age,” 
said his teacher Desirae Holloway. “In the classroom, 
he is a positive role model for the other students. He 
follows classroom expectations and reminds other 
students to be responsible in a polite manner. He is 
the type of student that every teacher dreams of 
teaching, and the type of friend everyone 
needs.”            

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods board member Kim 
Burns presented Josh Ayala- Barrueta with the 
Kiwanis Character is Key Award for responsibility at 
the October board meeting. Photo by Steve Denny. 



 Stan Townsend must know there’s a lot of truth to the saying, “The quickest way 
to a person’s heart is 
through their stomach.” 
Townsend, who is the owner 
and operator of the Forest 
Park Skyline, has donated 
food—and performed many 
other acts of kindness—that 
have touched the hearts of 
students, staff and families 
throughout Winton Woods 
City Schools for many years. 
Townsend was honored with 
the district’s October 
Community Spirit Award at 
the October board of 
education meeting.  

“Stan Townsend and his team have forged a generous partnership with our 
schools,” said Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “This year the Forest Park 
Skyline is sponsoring the district’s Teacher of the Month and Student of the 
Month recognitions. These two awards honor the hard work of our staff members 
and student athletes, give them media recognition, and include a gift card to the 
restaurant.”    

Over the years, the Forest Park Skyline has donated numerous gift cards to 
students as rewards during OGT test week and last year stepped forward as the 
first business partner to host the district’s monthly “Conversation with the 
Superintendent,” providing food for those attending. The company also joined a 
team of business partners to make sure there was a state-of-the-art scoreboard 
installed when the district’s new stadium was built.  

Smith said he appreciates that people will most likely see a Winton Woods High 
School student working when they walk into Townsend’s restaurant. “That’s 
because hiring our kids has always been a priority,” he added. “The district is 
grateful for this ongoing partnership and is happy to present Mr. Stan Townsend 
and the Forest Park Skyline with the October Community Spirit Award.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods City Schools Community Engagement 
Coordinator Corina Denny is shown presenting Stan Townsend with the district’s 
Community Spirit Award. 



 District business partner 
AAA/Bob Sumerel in 
Forest Park recently held 
an Employee 
Appreciation Day for staff 
in Winton Woods City 
Schools. The event 
included food and prizes 
for those attending.    

Winners included: Jeanne 
Rankin - $100.00 Bob 
Sumerel Gift Card; Jeff 
Merrill - $100.00 AAA 
Travel gift certificate; 
Melanie Laiveling - 
$50.00 AAA car wash gift card; Tamra Ragland - $100.00 Visa Gift Card.  

Winners of AAA/Bob Sumerel oil changes were: Winfield Franklin, Courtney 
Wilson, and Donna O’Connor. Winners of a AAA gift bag, which includes an 
emergency kit, pen set and/or insulated coffee mug or flashlight were: Dwight 
Richardson, Michelle Sisk, Eileen Mannira and Tonya Bray.  

 Nate Williams, a junior at 
Winton Woods High School, 
received 53% of the votes to 
win Springfield Township’s 
ArtsConnect Wicked Windows 
Halloween Window Painting 
Contest. Williams received a 
$50 prize for painting the 
business window at Exciting 
Windows by Apollo, located at 
8353 Vine Street.  
 
“Businesses were encouraged 
to participate in this event by 
donating their storefront 
window and a stipend toward art supplies,” said ArtsConnect Chairwoman 
Kimberlee Flamm. “High school and middle school students of any Springfield 
Township school were invited to submit Halloween themed designs, which were 
to be painted on the local business windows. Entries were received from Winton 
Woods and Finneytown schools through their art teachers.” 
 
Flamm said ArtsConnect returned the week-long Halloween “Wicked Windows” 
window painting contest to showcase the local business districts and the artistic 
talents within the township’s schools “We are proud of the students who 



competed in this community-building project,” said Flamm. “The talent in our 
schools is outstanding. Art education is important in developing 21st century 
skills, and critical in any profession. We sincerely appreciate the art teachers in 
our schools who helped in launching this program and who instill creativity, 
collaboration, self-discipline, critical thinking and innovation on a daily basis.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School art teacher Carol Becci-Youngs 
and winning artist Nate Williams.  

 Shovels, rakes, and 
even a pitch fork were 
the tools of the day as 
eleven members of the 
Winton Woods High 
School wrestling team 
participated in a clean-
up day on a local farm 
as part of the team’s 
focus on community 
service. The wrestlers 
cleaned out stalls, 
moved brush and 
hauled heavy tree 
limbs during a work 
day that left them tired, 
sore and dirty.  

“This kind of work, and 
being on a farm, was a different experience for many of these athletes, but they 
jumped in, ready to get the job done,” said Varsity Coach Jason Dean. “All of the 
athletic programs throughout the district believe in the importance of giving back 
to the community, and our wrestlers are no exception.” 

Dean said some of his wrestlers, as well as wrestlers at Winton Wood Middle 
School, have experienced the generosity of community members who have 
helped with pay-to-play fees and sponsorship for out-of-state wrestling 
tournaments. “Even though those donations were given with no strings attached, 
these young men thought it was important to show their appreciation of the 
support they’ve been given by giving back to the community.” 

The Winton Woods High School wrestlers are available to help community 
members with odd jobs and will work for donations to the wrestling program. If 
interested, leave a message for Dean at Winton Woods High School at 619-
2420.   

Winton Woods High School wrestlers who took part in the community service day 
were (l-r) Nick Parks, Darius Lovett, Eric Fomekong, Paul McKnight, Isaiah 
Jackson, Max Parks, Jamir Thompson, Cornell Beachem, Malik Patton, Darell 



Noble and Alec Willertz. In front are Varsity Wrestling Coach Jason Dean (left) 
and Winton Woods Middle School Wrestling Coach Steven Cleary.   

 Imagining projects in three dimensions will be a little easier for Winton Woods 
High School science students now that a $950 grant from Northrop Grumman will 
bring a 3-D printer to the school. “The grant proposal was written for a joint 
physics and anatomy project,” said Bradney Ciminowasielewski, physics teacher 
at the school. “Students will analyze ergonomics and how to make a product that 
better fits our needs as human beings, like making a better classroom chair.” 

In addition to using the printer for other projects in the science department, 
Cininowasielewski said he hopes all classrooms will be able to use this new 
piece of technology at some point in the year. “The school is looking into buying 
a 3-D printer as well, which would allow us to utilize the equipment for multiple 
projects at the same time and really increase our ability for students to  put out 
quality and advanced products.” 

 In collaboration with Dehan Education and IEUSA in Shanghai, China,  Winton 
Woods High School will be welcoming 41 Chinese students to live within our 
communities.  These students will be coming January 3rd and 4th, 2016 and will 
attend WWHS for the second semester until mid-June, 2016.  As a host family 
of one or more of these students, you will receive a monthly stipend of 
$550/student you are hosting!  All international students come with their own 
spending money and have medical insurance.  Host families provide daily meals, 
transportation to and from school and a caring, supportive environment.  
Students and their host families will be invited to take part in monthly activities 
organized by your Area Representative, Lora Wolke.  All Chinese students will 
also have a “buddy student” at WWHS who will assist them in integrating more 
rapidly and befriending them.   

Applications and Host Family Requirements can be found on the Winton Woods 
website:  

http://www.wintonwoods.org/1/Content/hosting 

Please call/email Lora Wolke with any questions you may have: 

home(513)825-0590, cell (513) 816-4802  lewolke@geistig.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/1/Content/hosting


 Winton Woods High School Athletic Director David 
Lumpkin created a new award this year, Fall Sports 
Coach of the Year. Volleyball coach Mike Walker 
(right) was honored as the award’s first recipient.  
 

 The 2015 Fall Sports Awards ceremony was held at 
Winton Woods High School on Monday, November 9, 
to honor those athletes participating in boys and girls 
soccer, cross country, volleyball, golf and girls tennis. 
Special awards given out that evening include:    

Boys Cross Country 

Most Valuable Player – Darion Hassertt 
Most Improved Player – Isaac Sneed 
Warrior Award – Silas Baur 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Alec Willertz 

 

Girls Cross Country 

Most Valuable Player – Leila Adams 
Most Improved Player – Morgan Reddy 
Warrior Award – Celeste Hackmann 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Eden Daniel                         

Boys Golf 

Most Valuable Player – Simon Asem 
Most Improved Player –Michael Woodall  
Warrior Award – Zavarri Carr 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Simon Asem                                     

Girls Golf 

Most Valuable Player – Cheyann Stevenson 
Most Improved Player – Jade Davis  
Warrior Award – Kenniya Carter  
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Lindsey Van Dyke and Aversa 
Prentosito 

Boys Soccer 
Most Valuable Player – Yeri Velasquez 
Most Improved Player – Jorge Miranda  
Warrior Award – C.J. Stumpf 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Drew Jackson 
Best Offensive Player – Michael White  
Best Midfielder – Ryan Glardon  



Best Defensive Player – Cameron Mills   
Newcomer Award – Bhola Poudel  

Girls Soccer 

Most Valuable Player – Chardai Moss and Morgan White 
Most Improved Player – Delaney Lindeman 
Warrior Award – Jessica Vaughan 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Karen Sanchez 

Girls Tennis 

Most Improved – Tanicia Dawson 
Most Outstanding – Jalyn Hill 
Most Spirited – Kyla Lett 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Jaeydah Edwards  

Volleyball 

MVP “Queen of the Court” – Whitney McKenzie 
Most Improved – Sarah Bosworth 
Most Coachable “The Brick Wall Award” – Brianna Richard 
Warrior Award – Emma Nightingale 
Best Newcomer – Bria Gordon 
Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Aniya Elliot 

Academic Achievement Awards (3.5 or higher 
first quarter GPA while participating in a fall 
sport) 

Cross Country – Leila Adams, Silas Baur, 
Eden Daniel, Celeste Hackmann, Darion 
Hassertt, Diamond Isaacs, Ashley Lewis, Laura 
Onianwa, Lauren Onianwa, Jasmine Reed  

Golf - Simon Asem, Matt Berte, Sarai Dean, 
Charlie Murrell, Hannah Van Dyke and Aversa 
Prentosito 

Boys Soccer – Issac Boateng, Ryan Glardon, 
Drew Jackson, Bryan Nieto, Dylan Nieto, David 
Nwafor, Blake Perkins, Govinda Pyakurel, Yaw 
Sakyi, Jack Schramm, Jonathan Smotherman  

Girls Soccer – Leila Adams, Alysha George, 
Arianna Johnson, Mya Johnson, Delaney 
Lindeman, Madeline Kelly, Ravyn Ramsey, 
Karen Sanchez, Imaiya Scott, Geralyn Smith, 
Lillian Smith, Kira Stiggers, Zakira Williams 



Tennis - Jaeydah Edwards, Jalyn Hill 

Volleyball – Brianna Ball, Sarah Bosworth, Sydney Fuller, Aria Gaines, Bria 
Gordon, Angel Higginbottom, Aniah Hollowell, Alauna Jones, Jayla Lee, Whitney 
McKenzie, Jahari Muhammad, Anne-Marie Nightingale, Emma Nightingale, 
Tamara Olverson, Taryn Phillips-Smith, Chiquira Reeves, Brianna Richard, Aniya 
Elliott.          

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School golfer Simon Asem (left) 
received his sport’s MVP and Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Awards at the 
school’s fall sports award ceremony. He is shown with golf coach Dan Oliver.  

 Dwight Richardson was totally 
surprised when Bob Goen and 
Marianne Curan, better known and 
Bob and Marianne from WARM 98, 
walked into his classroom at 
Winton Woods Middle School to 
present him with the WARM 98 
Teacher of the Week award. 
Richardson, who is a special 
education classroom assistant at 
Winton Woods Middle School, was 
nominated by parent Iris Posey for 
the award, which is sponsored by 
WARM 98, WLWT-TV and Modern 
Office Methods.   

Each week Bob and Marianne pick a “Teacher of the Week” and reward them 
with a gift basket from Modern Office Methods, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra 
tickets, Cincinnati Cyclones Tickets, and a Westshore Pizza Party for the class.  

In her nomination, Posey said Richardson was an excellent teacher who instills 
values that will last a lifetime and who treats students as if they were his own.  

Richardson told Goen that teaching has always been “an honor and a privilege,” 
for him, and he has always put his heart and soul into his work. “My ultimate goal 
for students is to be the best they can be,” said Richardson.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Dwight Richardson received the WARM 98 Teacher of the 
Week award from Bob Goen and Marianne Curan.  

 

 

 



 Add curling to the list of new 
sports being introduced to 
students in the Winton Woods 
School District. Donald Schutte, 
math teacher at the 
intermediate school, is in his 
second after-school session of 
teaching the sport to fifth and 
sixth grade students. “We start 
each meeting with teaching and 
information about curling, we 
learn a new shot, and then we 
practice that shot,” said 
Schutte. “Most of our time is 
spent on games and skills 
challenges.” 

Curling is a sport related to shuffleboard where players slide stones toward a 
target area, which is segmented into four concentric circles. WWIS physical 
education teacher Carl Paff introduced the sport to students in gym class at the 
beginning of the school year, to build a foundation of knowledge about curling 
and generate interest in the club. “Mr. Paff and Mr. Schutte wanted to get the 
kids exposed to curling on a whole school level first to see what the interest 
would be for a club,” said Principal Jeremy Day. The interest was high as almost 
20 students signed up for the first five-week session and another 20 for the 
second.   

By the fourth week of instruction, students were making shots like a hit and stay, 
which requires the thrower to remove a rock from the button, while keeping the 
thrown stone within the rings. They were also learning from Schutte that, “If it’s a 
bad shot, throwing it hard doesn’t make it a good shot.” He instructed students to 
use just enough force to knock their opponent’s stones out of the house. 

Schutte said the bonus to the fun students were having was that they were also 
using fundamental math skills to make their shots. “Math and science are deeply 
imbedded in the sport of curling,” he said. “Getting the students involved in 
curling not only helps them apply these skills, but also gives them an opportunity 
to try a sport with which many adults aren’t even familiar.”     

PHOTO CAPTION: Manuel McMenemy (foreground) watches as Chris Horsley 
attempts a hit and stay during Curling Club at Winton Woods Intermediate 
School. In the background are (l-r) Alyssa Smith, Grant Smith and Chris Horsley.  

 

 


