
November 12, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

Never stop doing little things for others. Sometimes those little things occupy the biggest 
part of their heart. 

 Safety is always a top priority for Winton Woods City Schools, and a new, cloud-
based emergency response system called Navigate Prepared® is not only 
improving school safety in the district, it is also ensuring compliance with Ohio’s 
school safety plan statute. “The NaviGate system provides a level of portability, 
accessibility and security that is unprecedented,” said Steve Denny, executive 
director of business affairs for Winton Woods City Schools. “We now have 
instant, secure access to school safety plans and other school safety and 
security resources for school officials and first responders. This is a difference 
maker for us in providing our students, staff and community with an optimal, safe 
learning environment.”  

NaviGate Prepared, developed by Ohio-based Lauren Innovations specifically for 
K-12 schools, uses cloud-based technology to prepare and assist school officials 
and first responders before, during and after a crisis. The system securely 
organizes emergency preparedness plans and information such as call lists, 
personnel photos, building maps, color-coded floor plans, and 360-degree 
photographs of important building areas like emergency resources, hallways and 
rooms. First responders and school officials always have immediate, real-time 
access to this safety information from any device with web access. “This adds an 
additional layer of protection when seconds matter,” said Anthony G. Smith, 
superintendent of Winton Woods City Schools. “It represents an essential step in 
providing increased security and safety in our schools for our students, staff and 
families.” 

Navigate Prepared also includes a Safety Plan Wizard that uses a step-by-step 
questionnaire to assist school administrators with organizing and submitting the 
four-part emergency management plan now required by the Ohio Department of 
Education’s (ODE) school safety plan statute, released January 5, 2015. The 
statute includes submission of a school safety plan, floor plans that are unique to 
each building floor, site plans of buildings and surrounding properties, and 
emergency contact information sheets. The Safety Plan Wizard also lets 
administrators track and evaluate safety plans from year-to-year, ensuring they’re 
current and meet the statute’s requirement for annual safety plan review. 

 



Ohio also requires an annual review of emergency training drills, which can be 
accomplished through NaviGate’s drill logs feature and mobile app. The app 
allows instant access to emergency and crisis plans for use during training drills 
and emergencies and is available to the school district’s administrators, teachers 
and staff anytime, with or without Internet connection. 

“Because emergencies can arise anytime and anywhere, NaviGate Prepared will 
assist our staff and first responders in having constant access to essential safety 
and security resources,” said Denny. “For instance, you might be away from your 
copy of your school’s emergency management plan at an inopportune time, but 
you’re likely never far from your mobile phone. This system is a great 
complement to the many school safety and security procedures and resources 
already in place in our school district. NaviGate Prepared is assisting our school 
administrators in keeping our students and staff safe and meeting Ohio’s safety 
plan statute.”  

 Sheryl McClung 
McConney of Envision 
Children and Vincent Rey 
of the Cincinnati Bengals 
have teamed up over the 
years to make a 
difference in the lives of 
children in the Winton 
Woods School District. 
Their work was 
recognized at the October 
board of education 
meeting when the two 
were presented with the 
district’s Community Spirit 
Award for September. 

For the last three years McConney has worked with students at Winton Woods 
Intermediate and Elementary Schools in before- and after-school tutoring 
programs aimed at improving academic achievement. Often while McConney is 
up front teaching, Rey sits with students and helps them work on their math 
skills. Rey has said he’s been tutoring since age 11, when he made it into Bay 
Academy in Brooklyn, New York, and started helping other students get in to the 
school.   

“Mrs. McConney and Envision have been on an educational mission for over 15 
years and have reached thousands of children annually,” said Winton Woods 
Superintendent Anthony G. Smith. “Her passion is education, and she works to 
help students achieve their highest potential.”   



Smith noted that both McConney and Rey believe in giving back to the 
community. “This generous donation of time and talent happens in tangible ways 
for the Winton Woods students who have worked with them for the past few 
years,” he said. “The investment the two have made to help our students achieve 
their highest potential is evident today and will be evident in the future success 
stories to come.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Board Member Kim Burns presented the 
district’s September Community Spirit Award to Sheryl McClung McConney and 
Vincent Rey. Shown are (l-r) Winton Woods board member Kim Burns, Kim 
Lampl of Envision, Sheryl McClung McConney, and her husband, Peter 
McConney. Rey was not able to attend. Photo by Teresa Cleary.  

 Winton Woods High School will present this year’s fall play, Rehearsal for 
Murder, on Thursday, November 19, through Saturday, November 21, at 8:00 
p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at the high school.   

Playwright Alex Dennison is brokenhearted when his leading lady and fiancée, 
Monica Welles, is found dead after the opening night of her Broadway debut. A 
year later, Dennison gathers the cast and crew from Welles’ first and only show 
for the rehearsal of his new play. As the scenes are read in the empty theater, 
the reason for the rehearsal becomes clear: Dennison believes Welles was 
murdered, and someone there is the prime suspect.  

Richard Levinson and William Link, the writers of Rehearsal for Murder, were the 
creators of the TV shows Columbo and Murder, She Wrote. Originally a made-
for-TV movie, Rehearsal for Murder was the winner of the Edgar Award, an 
annual prize given out by the Mystery Writers of America. 

Winton Woods High School Drama Director Michelle Kozlowski will be assisted 
with this production by student directors Ravyn Ramsey and Zach Mavridoglou.  

Tickets for the show are $7.00 and will be available at the door. Community 
members holding MVP Cards from the district will be admitted for free.     

 Congratulations to Winton Woods High School art students De Ashia Causey 
and Aeriel Yisrael, and art teacher Carol Becci-Youngs, who participated in this 
year’s Selections High School Art Show at Mt. St. Joseph University. This was 
the 17th year for this biennial exhibition which spotlights artworks created by area 
high school students as selected by their art teachers. The Selections Art 
Exhibition will run November 9 – December 4 in the Studio San Giuseppe Art 
Gallery at Mt. St. Joseph.  

 

 
 



 Add Michelle Sisk to the list of coaches at Winton 
Woods High School, but don’t look for her on the 
athletic fields or in the gymnasium. Sisk, who is the 
district’s media supervisor, earned her certification 
as an ICoach for INFOhio, Ohio's PreK-12 Digital 
Library. As an ICoach, which is short for integration 
coach, Sisk will work with teachers to incorporate 
digital technology and research tools into their 
classrooms. She joins 316 other educators around 
Ohio who have received District/Building ICoach 
certification.  

"District/Building ICoaches are a linchpin in 
promoting INFOhio's free resources and services to 
educators across the state," said INFOhio's 
Executive Director Theresa M. Fredericka. "An 
ICoach has first-hand experience with the demands 
classroom educators face, along with boundless 
curiosity about the newest educational technologies. And they love to share their 
excitement." 

Sisk received the ICoach certification after completing more than 15 hours of 
group training and individual study on her own time over the summer. "Michelle is 
definitely a building leader,” said Winton Woods High School Principal Eric 
Martin. “Taking personal time to learn more about these digital tools will directly 
and positively affect the quality of instruction our students receive." 

For more than 20 years, INFOhio has provided online digital resources to Ohio's 
PreK-12 schools and is one of the country's largest library and information 
networks. ln addition to library software group licensing and support, INFOhio 
provides a collection of online academic research databases to all preK-12 
students and their families, as well as classroom information technology and 
curriculum support to educators. For more information, go to www.infohio.org. 

 It was the first recital of the year for orchestra students at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School, but the musicians performed like seasoned pros. Not even 
the presence of a producer from NBC Nightly News, who was there recording the 
performance for a later air date, flustered these fifth and sixth graders. They were 
proud to be sitting in a crowded gymnasium, many in their best outfits, showing 
off what they had learned for their families and friends. They were proud too that 
sitting there with them in the second row was their principal, Jeremy Day, who 
was playing the viola in his first musical recital. Day said he never learned to play 
an instrument growing up, so joining the fifth grade orchestra was just where he 
needed to be. His story caught the attention of NBC and will be featured on an 
upcoming Sunday broadcast of NBC Nightly News.  

http://www.infohio.org/


“To get to today has been a lot of hard work for the last two months,” Winton 
Woods Orchestra Director Felipe Morales-Torres told the crowd of families and 
community members. To play these instruments, he explained, the students were 
using senses and muscles they had never used and then putting together what 
they learned for the performance. He said he welcomed Day’s presence in his 
music classroom this year, describing the principal as approachable and 
supportive of his students. 
“That’s what a role model 
looks like,” he said.  

He added that the school 
district was also a role model 
this year for their backing of 
arts education. “I’ve never 
taught in a school that has 
been so supportive,” he said, 
explaining that many of the 
orchestra members were 
playing instruments 
purchased by the district, and 
that had arrived that week.     

“There are really important 
things in life that we don’t 
learn in school or in a textbook,” Morales-Torres said. “We learn them by 
interacting with each other.” He said the recital gave him the opportunity to teach 
his students additional lessons like, “There are occasions we have to dress up,” 
and “When you first start doing something it’s pretty bad, but you keep working at 
it,” and “If you persevere you can achieve at any age.”  

After the fifth and sixth graders had performed, Morales-Torres brought out some 
members of the Winton Woods High School orchestra to show the younger 
musicians what they had to look forward to. Many of the older students had been 
playing since the fifth grade and a few wanted to make music a career. Raddy 
Garcia said the 45 minutes he spends in orchestra class always make him feel 
better, and Jaysean Johnson said orchestra opened his eyes to how music can 
affect a person’s life.  

Morales-Torres was a perfect example of that, telling everyone he wouldn’t be 
standing where he was if he hadn’t been given “an ancient viola” in sixth grade. 
“I’m here today because someone gave me an instrument,” he said. Now the 
orchestra director is sharing that opportunity with his own students, including the 
big guy sitting in the second row, viola in hand, ready to learn.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Intermediate School orchestra members 
shown at their first recital this year are (l-r) Lexie Mavridoglou, Janiece Lumpkin, 
Jeremy Day, Dylan Lombardo and Bryanna Annang. 
 



 Twenty-one students from Winton 
Woods Primary South were 
honored as “bucket fillers” in 
October for their caring and kind 
actions. Chosen by their teachers 
this month were: Tai’mar Dumas, 
Braylen Thomas, Armoni Williams, 
Janelle Perkins, Gabrielle 
Johnson, Cameron Stroud, Ashley 
Caballero Paiz, Angel Beamon, 
Kendyl Byndon, Kevin Burke, 
Camora Julian, Danishka Bond, 
Nathanael Dawson, Rodney 
Smith, Jamyliah Anderson, 
Cassidy Stockmeier, Dyllon 
Cornist, Aleena Seals, Fatimetou 
Traore, Aiden Brown and J’Onte Ulmer.  

The students received a certificate, a pizza lunch with Principal Danielle Wallace 
on Wednesday, November 11, and are able to be out of uniform that day.   

 The school door opens and 
preschool students from Shawna 
Talley’s class at Winton Woods 
Primary North race out to the 
playground, each heading to a 
different play area or activity. 
The new playground, which was 
funded through a preschool 
expansion grant from the Ohio 
Department of Education, seems 
to have something for everyone. 
Better yet, as the students are 
playing, they’re also learning.  

“While the students are out here, 
they work on gross motor skills 
like running and climbing,” said Talley. “Some of our preschoolers struggle in the 
beginning to do some of these activities, like climbing stairs. And as the students 
interact with each other, they’re also learning there are rules to the playground, 
like taking turns and following directions.” The new playground also has an area 
for the preschoolers to work on fine motor skills as they use their fingers to trace 
paths, turn knobs and ring bells.  

In addition to building the playground, the ODE grant provided free preschool to 
fifteen students whose families are faced with economic challenges and 
otherwise could not afford to send their children to preschool. Director of Student 



Services Patty D’Arcy said the district was also able to use the grant to purchase 
instructional supplies and  materials and provide field trips for preschool.  

“Recess lets students burn off energy and have a good time,” said Talley. “And 
they always want to see who can slide the fastest.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Preschoolers play on the new grant-funded playground at 
Winton Woods Primary North. Photo by Teresa Cleary. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

November 13            Midterm 

November 19-21         Fall Play: Rehearsal for Murder 

November 23               Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

November 25    No School – Conference Exchange Day 

November 26, 27   No School – Thanksgiving Break 

December 1               Academy of Global Studies Online Application OPEN  
    for 2016-17 

December 3               Academy of Global Studies Open House 

December 14             Board of Education Regular Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

December 21 - Jan.4   No School – Winter Break 

Jan. 5, 2016    School Re-opens 

 


