
October 29, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

There are seven days in a week and someday isn’t one of them. 

 

 NBC Nightly News will be 
visiting Winton Woods 
Intermediate School to do a 
story on Principal Jeremy Day, 
Orchestra Director Felipe 
Morales-Torres and the 
orchestra students at the 
school. Day joined the fifth 
grade orchestra this year to 
learn to play the viola and 
hasn’t missed a class so far. “I 
really wanted to show the kids 
that you can pick up 
something totally new at any 
age,” Day said, “and that they 
can, in fact, teach the adults something.” 

"This district enthusiastically supports the arts,” said Morales-Torres. “Mr. Day's 
participation is a perfect example of that. He's a principal who supports music 
students so much that he signed up to learn beside them."   

The Winton Woods Intermediate School orchestra will hold its debut recital on 
Friday, October 30, at 11:00 a.m. in the school’s gym. “Yes, I’m going to play at 
the concerts,” said Day. “I want to get the whole experience.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Intermediate School Principal Jeremy Day is 
shown rehearsing with fifth grade orchestra members (l-r) Alexie Mavridoglou, 
Janiece Lumpkin and Sean Schouten. Photo by Teresa Cleary.  

 

 

 



 Sometimes keeping yourself 
and other people safe can be 
as simple as saying 
something. That’s what 
students throughout Winton 
Woods City Schools learned 
from October 19-23 as they 
took part in Say Something 
Call to Action Week, a 
program that teaches 
students to speak up when 
they hear about school 
threats or see signs that a 
friend might be suicidal. 
School assemblies at Winton 
Woods Intermediate, Middle and High Schools were held in partnership with 
Sandy Hook Promise, a national, nonprofit organization led by several family 
members whose loved ones were killed in the tragic mass shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in December 2012. For the elementary and primary 
schools, the district initiated “No One Plays Alone” during playground time.  

During the assemblies, students learned how to look for warning signs, signals 
and threats; act immediately and take it seriously; and say something to a trusted 
adult. “We don’t want anyone else to lose a friend to violence or suicide,” said 
Jen Bankard at her presentation at Winton Woods Middle School. Bankard was 
joined at WWMS by Tim Makris, founder and managing director of Sandy Hook 
Promise, and Sandra Lopez, Ohio organizer for the organization. Sandy Hook 
parent Nicole Hockley spoke to students at the intermediate and high schools, 
sharing the story of losing her son, Dylan, in the shooting.  
 
Before asking students to take the Sandy Hook Promise, Bankard told them, 
“You are the eyes and ears of the school. You see and hear things that we don’t. 
You have the power to make a difference and potentially save lives.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Middle School eighth grader Starr Adams 
(left) helped with role play at the Say Something Call to Action assembly at her 
school. She is shown with (l-r) Principal Doug Sanker and Sandy Hook Promise 
Presenter Jen Bankard and Founder Tim Makris. Photo by Teresa Cleary.  

 Principal Brenda Hodges-Davis and the staff at Winton Woods City Schools’ 
alternative education programs—Project Success and The Warrior Success 
Academy—are once again offering students a glimpse into their futures with the 
second annual College Fair held on October 15 at the school. “Over 85 high 
school students in grades 10-12 had an up-close and personal encounter with 
college admissions personnel, military officers, and technical school 
representatives to learn more about their college and career options beyond high 
school,” said Hodges-Davis. 



This year’s guest 
speaker was Dr. Anita J. 
Williams, former Winton 
Woods High School 
principal, who is now a 
professor at the 
University of Cincinnati’s 
College of Education. 
Williams, who brought 
three of her students, 
gave a keynote address 
on “The Value of 
Education.”  

“The College Fair was 
very inspiring,” said 
senior Cyrrea Harris. “It brought us a different perspective hearing about college 
life from actual students and their professor.” Harris said she was so moved by 
Dr. Williams that she invited her to return to the school.  

“It’s important to bring the colleges here during the school day rather than relying 
on the students to attend local college fairs on the weekends or evenings,” said 
Hodges-Davis. “Many of our students work, so I bring opportunities to them when 
I have that captive audience.”      

The alternative school students were able to talk to representatives from local 
colleges and technical schools including: Northern Kentucky University, Wright 
State University, Miami University, University of Cincinnati, Sinclair College, 
Hocking Valley College, Central State University, Great Oaks Career 
Development Center, Cincinnati State, the U.S. Army, the U.S. Marines, 
and Paul Mitchell, Moler Pickens, and Tri County Beauty Colleges.  

A luncheon allowed staff to interact with the presenters, and refreshments were 
provided courtesy of the Cincinnati Ohio Police and Fire Credit Union. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods students Kendall Thompson and Jasmyn 
Ellison request information from Marquita Mann of Wright State University at the 
College Fair for students in Project Success and The Warrior Success Academy.  

 

 

 

 

 



 Chris Pearce, an English teacher at Winton Woods 
High School, will soon be teaching his class using 
graphic novels to pique students’ interest in reading and 
language arts. This unique teaching opportunity has 
come about because Pearce received one of three 
2015 Penguin Random House Foundation Teacher 
Awards for Literacy and a grant for $2500 to build the 
program in his classroom. This national award 
recognizes dynamic and resourceful teachers who use 
their creativity to inspire and instill a love of reading in 
students.  

Pearce will be honored in November at the National 
Council of Teachers of English in Minneapolis and will 
receive his award there. In addition to the grant, he said 
the award includes a sizable donation of books from the publishers.  

 

 Twenty-one students from 
Winton Woods Primary 
South were honored in 
October through the 
school's Character Counts 
program for displaying the 
character trait of respect. 
They were: Cameron 
Stroud, Khaden 
Waver,  Jordin 
Rendleman, Giftyprecious 
Gyekye, Keyaria Coleman, 
Armoni Williams, Souadou 
Seck, Rateb Saleh, 
Christian Moreno, 
Mariem  Seck, Autumn 
Renner, Vivian Baker, Alana Clarke, Kaylan Harrison, Britney Johnson, 
Marlen  Gonzales  Davila, Meron Oresso, Rayna Spence, Isaiah Kabore, Aiden 
Brown and Elijah Bouyer.  

PHOTO CAPTION:  Winton Woods Primary South students honored for showing 
respect are pictured with Principal Danielle Wallace. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  

 

 

 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

November 2                No School 

    PreK-12 Daytime Parent Conferences 

                                   PreK-8 Evening Parent Conferences 

November 3               No School 

    Election Day 

November 13            Midterm 

November 19-21         Fall Play: Rehearsal for Murder 

November 23               Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

November 25    No School – Conference Exchange Day 

November 26, 27   No School – Thanksgiving Break 

December 1               Academy of Global Studies Online Application OPEN 
for      2016-17 

December 3               Academy of Global Studies Open House 

December 14             Board of Education Regular Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

December 21 - Jan.4   No School – Winter Break 

Jan. 5, 2016    School Re-opens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


