
October 22, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

I think the purpose of life is to be useful, to be responsible, to be honorable, to be 
compassionate. It is, after all, to matter: to count, to stand for something, to have made 
some difference that you lived at all.      -Leo C. Rosten 

 

 The room at the Forest 
Park Senior Citizen’s 
Center was full on Friday, 
October 2, as Winton 
Woods City Schools held a 
breakfast to honor its 
Warrior Business Partners. 
Those who attended from 
the communities of Forest 
Park, Greenhills, and 
Springfield Township were 
treated to performances by 
members of the Winton 
Woods High School 
orchestra led by Felipe 
Morales-Torres, orchestra 
director, and the advanced 
women’s choir led by Joe Whatley, director of choirs.  

There were also keynote addresses about school safety and community 
partnerships from Assistant Chief Bill Arns of the Forest Park Police Department, 
Chief Neil Ferdelman of the Greenhills Police Department and Lieutenant Brian 
Uhl of the Springfield Township Police Department. “This breakfast is a wonderful 
opportunity to show our appreciation to our business partners who serve our 
students and community,” said Corina Denny, community engagement 
coordinator for the district.  

Paul Denning, former Xavier University head coach for crew, spoke about his 
involvement with starting crew at Winton Woods High School and the impact it 
can have on students in terms of physical health, confidence and scholarship 
opportunities. He asked all those attending to spread the word about this new 
sport that will be introduced at the high school.   



“Our goal is to continually engage our community in tangible, practical ways,” 
said Denny, “because we know the success of our students depends greatly on a 
supportive, strong community.” 

To see the Warrior’s Business Partners Appreciation Breakfast, visit Waycross 
Community Media Video on Demand at http://www.waycross.tv/wwvod.html. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Forest Park Assistant Police Chief Bill Arns talked about the 
city’s community partnership with Winton Woods City Schools at the district’s 
Warrior Business Partners Appreciation Breakfast. 

 Winton Woods orchestra 
students and community 
members gathered for an 
hour of music and instruction 
from International Youtube 
stars PROJECT Trio—a 
group that specializes in 
creating unique 
arrangements of classical 
favorites that mix in 
elements of pop, hip hop, 
blues, and rock. At the 
event, the group described 
what they do as playing their 
instruments in “weird and 
crazy ways.”  

With Greg Pattillo on flute, Eric Stephenson on cello, and Peter Seymour on 
double bass, select orchestra students brought their own instruments up front 
and learned how to improvise and create their own music. At the end of the hour, 
Winton Woods Orchestra Director Felipe Morales-Torres and Assistant Director 
Lois Bell were presented with an intermediate-level Gemeinhardt flute donated 
by Willis Music and valued at $1000. “It's a beautiful instrument, and it has been 
passed into Band Director Dani Ashbrook's care,” said Morales-Torres. “I believe 
she intends on lending it to one of her top players who may not have the means 
for a flute of this quality. It will help each year’s lucky recipient to blossom even 
more while they are in school here.” 
 

The after-school program that brought PROJECT Trio to Winton Woods High 
School was sponsored by the Mayerson JCC at no cost to the district.  

 
PHOTO CAPTION: At the end of the PROJECT Trio concert, Willis Music 
donated a Gemainhardt flute to Winton Woods City Schools. Shown at the 
presentation are (l-r) Joel Crawford of Willis Music, Assistant Orchestra Director 
Lois Bell, Orchestra Director Felipe Morales-Torres, Nina Perlove Croog of 
Mayerson JCC, and PROJECT Trio members Greg Pattillo, Peter Seymour and 
Eric Stephenson. 

http://www.waycross.tv/wwvod.html


 There’s a new member in the viola section of the fifth grade orchestra at Winton 
Woods Intermediate School. Like the other musicians, this is his first time playing 
a musical instrument. Like the other musicians, he still gets easily confused 
reading the sheet music and plucking the right notes on his instrument. Unlike 
the other musicians, Jeremy Day isn’t a fifth grader. He’s the school’s principal.  

“A fifth grade class is exactly where I need to be because I literally know nothing 
about music,” said Day, “so it’s been a nice fit.”  

Day was always more of an athlete, playing football and running track in middle 
and high school, though he admits that he did sing in the school choir. “It irritates 
me that I hadn’t played an instrument growing up,” he said. “I respect people who 
can play.”   

Winton Woods 
Orchestra Director 
Felipe Morales-Torres 
was quickly on board 
when Day approached 
him with the idea. "This 
district enthusiastically 
supports the arts,” said 
Morales-Torres. “Mr. 
Day's participation is a 
perfect example of 
that. He's a principal 
who supports music 
students so much that 
he signed up to learn 
beside them."   

So now, instead of observing the class, as he usually would, Day is part of the 
class. Alexie Mavridoglou, who sits next to Day in the classroom, said having the 
principal right there made her nervous at first. She said she got over it pretty 
quickly once she realized, “I’m better at viola than he is.”  

Day said he’s getting a general sense of the instrument and how to play it. His 
goal is to learn as much as possible this year and continue with the viola next 
year when the same students are in sixth grade orchestra. “It’s important for kids 
to see you can pick up something new no matter your age,” said Day. “They can 
see that adults don’t know it all. And in this case, the kids are teaching me 
something.” 

Both Day and Morales-Torres say the district is doing a good job teaching fine 
arts. As evidence they point to Winton Woods City Schools’ “2015 Best 
Communities for Music Education” designation from the NAMM (National 
Association of Music Merchants) Foundation.  



“We have more students than ever in orchestra,” said Morales-Torres, adding 
that participation at the intermediate school has grown from 100 students last 
year to more than 150. “One of the superintendent’s goals is to increase 
participation in all the arts. We’re up from 40% of all intermediate school students 
involved in music last year to 60% this year. A lot of that growth is due to the 
district’s willingness to help families in need. We have more than 50 instruments 
on their way for beginners who could not afford their own.” 

Day and all the orchestra students will have a chance to show off their newly 
acquired skills at their first concert on Friday, October 30, in Winton Woods 
Intermediate School’s orchestra room. “Yes, I’m going to play at the concerts,” 
said Day. “I want to get the whole experience.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Intermediate School Principal Jeremy Day 
and fifth grader Alexie Mavridoglou practice viola for their upcoming concert on 
October 30. Photo by Teresa Cleary. 

 For a few years, members of 
the Headcases, the student 
writing group at Winton 
Woods Middle School, have 
wanted to host an open mic 
event so they could perform 
their work in front of an 
audience. “We lacked a 
suitable venue,” said Anthony 
Klancar, Headcases sponsor 
and educational assistant at 
the middle school, “but when 
a coffee shop opened up 
within our community, we 
pounced on the opportunity. 
Luckily, the Huffs, who own 
The Village Troubadour in 
Greenhills, were very receptive to the idea.”  

Of Poets and Pastries was held for the first time on Saturday, October 3, at The 
Village Troubadour, which is located in the Greenhills Shopping Center. “This is 
the brainchild of several high school members of the group, and it’s sponsored by 
the Headcases,” said Klancar.    

Winton Woods junior Alex Kress led the proceedings, which included personal 
poems ranging in topic from love and loneliness to backyard slugs and classic 
poetry from Dickinson.  

Of Poets and Pastries is open to the public and will be held on the first Saturday 
of every month from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m., at the Village Troubadour.  



PHOTO CAPTION: Participating in the first Of Poets and Pastries at The Village 
Troubadour in Greenhills were (back, l-r) community member Paul F, Trinity 
Azure, Kate Ingram, Alex Kress, Ryan Muddiman, Travis Ace; (front, l-r) Amy 
Plante, Eden Daniel, Alex Ingram, Zoe Keller, Conner Muddiman, Anthony 
Klancar, and Aversa Prentosito.  

 Jennifer Chaney’s first graders at 
Winton Woods Primary South will 
be working outside all year to 
make their school campus more 
beautiful and ready for play. The 
project is part of WWPS’s school 
building plan, where all classes 
will do a service learning project.   

“My students will focus on their 
own school community,” said 
Chaney. “They will paint the 
playground jungle gym with the 
Warrior colors of blue and green, 
paint basketball backboards, 
replace basketball nets, stain benches, plant flowers, and pick up trash around 
the school campus.”   

Chaney said her students are eager to get started with the project, even 
collecting change to pay for the paint. “To date the students have raised 
$28.00 to beautify their playground,” said Chaney, who is still researching the 
correct paint to use and how to apply it so that it looks great and stays on.  

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Giving thumbs down signs about the current state of their 
school playground are WWPS students (standing, l-r) Tianna Pilot, Cyleigh Cobb, 
Mikiyah Spencer, Brian Key and (top) Kevin Burke.    

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

October 26                  Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

November 2                No School 

    PreK-12 Daytime Parent Conferences 

                                   PreK-8 Evening Parent Conferences 

November 3               No School 

    Election Day 

November 13            Midterm 



November 19-21         Fall Play: Rehearsal for Murder 

November 23               Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

November 25    No School – Conference Exchange Day 

November 26, 27   No School – Thanksgiving Break 

December 1               Academy of Global Studies Online Application OPEN for  
    2016-17 

December 3               Academy of Global Studies Open House 

December 14             Board of Education Regular Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

December 21 - Jan.4   No School – Winter Break 

Jan. 5, 2016    School Re-opens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


