
October 15, 2015 

Quote of the week: 

Great leaders don’t blame the tools they are given. They work to sharpen them.  

 – Unknown 

 David Lumpkin, athletic director at Winton Woods High School, recently 
answered some questions about his goals in his new position. 
 

Q. As the new AD for Winton 
Woods City Schools, what are 
the first issues you’re 
addressing?   

A. As the new Athletic Director, 
there are several things we need 
to accomplish going forward. First, 
it is imperative that we seek to be 
accepted into an Athletic 
Conference. After researching the 
availability and need base of 
several leagues throughout the 
Greater Cincinnati area, we are 
attempting to have that completed 
by the 2017 season.  

We applied for acceptance into the Cincinnati Metro Athletic Conference (CMAC) 
and were denied by a close vote. The CMAC, particularly in football, is combined 
with the Dayton Public League and would have given us a better opportunity to 
compete with schools based on competiveness, and not size. Since being denied 
for acceptance in the CMAC, we have applied to Dayton Public League as well. 
In the past few years we have competed in several sports with schools in the 
Dayton Public Schools District, including basketball, golf, soccer, volleyball, and 
football. We should have a decision on this in early October. 

The decision to become an independent has placed a financial strain on the 
district, on the athletic department, and on those programs that rely on athletics 
to raise funds, such as our Athletic and Music Boosters. It is extremely difficult 
scheduling as an independent. We had nine football games scheduled in 2014 
and 2015. This year we only have three home games scheduled. In August of 



2015, I made it my goal to have 10 games scheduled for the 2016 season, with 
five of those games being here at Winton Woods. I have started scheduling 
freshman and reserve football home games on the same date and location. This 
will give both booster groups an opportunity to increase revenue. The 2016 
football schedule is listed below. Hopefully we can add a sixth home game by 
making the playoffs.   

 August 26, 2016  Northmont   Away 

 September 2, 2016  Glen Este  Home 

 September 9, 2016  Springboro  Home 

 September 16, 2016 Toledo Start  Away 

 September 23, 2016 LaSalle  Home 

 September 30, 2016 Chatard  Home 

 October 7, 2016  Akron St/V-St-M  Away 

 October 14, 2016  Elder   Away 

 October 21, 2016  Lakewood  Away 

 October 28, 2016  Watterson  Home 
 

Additionally, we were in desperate need to update our facilities and storage 
areas to better store expensive equipment and uniforms. This summer we 
cleaned storage area 1 and relocated football, which was taking up a large 
amount of storage space throughout the building. We also painted the 
concession garage and stored all outdoor track and field equipment. Last, we 
cleaned under the stadium and will enclose a small area to store baseball field 
materials, adding additional space to storage area 2.  

Q. Knowing the district’s increasing interest in scholarship dollar 

opportunities for our students, how are you incorporating the new 

initiatives of rowing and lacrosse? 

A. We have had several meetings in regard to adding rowing and lacrosse in the 
future. We have met with Great Parks of Hamilton County to discuss the rowing 
options available at Winton Woods Park. The Army Corp of Engineers must 
approve any agreement between Great Parks of Hamilton County and Winton 
Woods City Schools. We are in ongoing discussions about building a temporary 
floating dock that will be stored at the Winton Woods location. It will have the 
ability to be dismantled when emergency water levels are expected. Our initial 
plan is to purchase a 65-foot, eight-passenger boat, and several four-passenger 
boats. A rowing team can consist of 40 crew members and four coxswain, or 
boat captains. Additionally, in the fall of 2017 the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association (OHSAA) will officially sanction lacrosse as an Ohio High School 
sport. We are in the process of gathering additional information on what is the 
fastest growing sport in the United States. 

Q. How are academics becoming more of a focus for our student athletes? 
 



A. Early in September, I had a meeting with Superintendent Anthony Smith, 
Executive Director of Teaching and Learning Dr. Terri Holden, Winton Woods 
High School Principal Eric Martin, and Executive Assistant to the Superintendent 
Jeanette Jordan to discuss academic support for athletes. The committee 
decided to develop a study table proposal to support student athletes with their 
academics. The proposal supports student learning with a licensed Academic 
Core Teacher and a seasonal Athletic Academic Advisor. The scheduled times 
are 3:30-4:45 p.m. for athletes who are practicing late and 5:00-6:15 p.m. for 
athletes practicing after school. Coaches are currently requiring students to 
complete weekly grade sheets in an effort to monitor weekly assignments and 
grades.  

Q. Knowing that our students are more than just athletes, and that many 
pursue other extra-curricular opportunities that we offer, would you 
describe yourself as an athletic director or as an activities director for the 
district? 

A. My job title is Athletic Director; however, I see myself as a district activities 
director and more. Over the 32 years I have been in education, I have worn a 
number of hats while working with our youth, including teacher, coach, 
administrator, probation officer, social worker, and community advocate. Anytime 
I can assist a student, parent or community 
member, I will.  

 Congratulations to Jermaine Hill, who has been 
promoted to Deputy Fire Chief with the City of 
Forest Park Fire Department at a swearing in 
ceremony on Monday, October 5. Hill has been 
an active community partner with Winton Woods 
City Schools for many years. He serves as a 
mentor with AGS, has helped stage the Prom 
Promise at Winton Woods High School, has 
coordinated the Firefighter Fitness Drill at our 
intermediate and elementary buildings and has 
made his presence felt in many positive ways 
throughout the district. Winton Woods City 
Schools honored him with the Community Spirit 
Award in August 2014 for his service to our 
students, staff and schools. Well done, Deputy 
Chief Hill!   
 

 

 

 



 Winton Woods High School’s pop a cappella group, Evolution, has submitted a 
video to the Macy’s A cappella Video Competition in hopes of winning $25,000. 
The music video was recorded on campus, and the students are featured singing 
The Jackson 5’s “I Want You 
Back.” Director of Choirs Joe 
Whatley did all the filming and 
editing of the video and audio.  
On the video you’ll see:  

Soloist - Ty Anderson  
Soprano 1 - Delaney Lindeman & 
Cierra Knott  
Soprano 2 - Kourtney Barnes & 
Geralyn Smith  
Alto 1 - Sarah Bosworth & Alexis 
Weihe 
Alto 2 - Aliyah Horton & Payton 
Mack  
Baritone - Zach Mavridoglou  
Bass - Joey Mayer  
Vocal Percussion - Cameron Mills 

If the group wins one of the three $25,000 prizes, they will use the money to 
purchase sound gear—speakers, wireless microphones and effect pedals, buy 
custom vocal arrangements, and pay for the festivals they attend. 

To see their video submission, go 
to  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkSQXYiO9BQ5 

 Senior Elizabeth Martin was named Winton 
Woods City Schools’ Skyline Student Athlete of 
the Month for October. In addition to playing 
soccer this fall, Martin made school history as 
one of two female kickers on the football team. 
She has also played volleyball and run track for 
Winton Woods.   
  

To be nominated for the Skyline Student Athlete 
of the Month, students must:  

 Maintain an academic standard of 3.0 GPA 
or above in the previous quarter 

 Show respect for coaches, teammates, 
officials, teachers, other students and 
family 

 Show enthusiasm and a positive attitude 

 Display commitment to practice, games 
and personal skill development 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkSQXYiO9BQ5


 Demonstrate honesty and playing by the rules 

 Have high moral character.  
 

“The commitment, hard work ethic, perseverance, and sacrifice to play two 
varsity sports simultaneously, while maintaining a 3.28 GPA, has Elizabeth 
Martin in a league of her own.”  said Winton Woods High School Athletic Director 
David Lumpkin.  

The Skyline Student Athlete of the Month Award is sponsored by the Forest Park 
Skyline, a business partner of Winton Woods City Schools. Student athletes 
honored receive a $20 Skyline gift card.   

 The Winton Woods High School guidance department is helping students and 
parents mark some items off their college checklist with its upcoming “Your 
Future Begins Now” workshop on Wednesday, October 21, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
high school media center 
    
The workshop will address ACT and SAT testing; introduce the Naviance Family 
Connection, a computer-based communication tool between guidance 
counselors and students about on their college plans; give information about 
scholarships and internships; and explain Ohio Means Jobs, a service 
connecting job seekers and employers.   

A Spanish interpreter will be available at the workshop, and the first 50 attendees 
will receive a light dinner.  

 Cris Cornelssen’s 20 years as a teacher with Winton 
Woods City Schools was recognized this month with 
the district’s Skyline Teacher of the Month Award for 
October. Cornelssen, who teaches fifth and sixth 
grade science and social studies at Winton Woods 
Intermediate School, is the department head for the 
sixth grade science and social studies team.  
 
“Cris has always taken a leadership role in our 
building,” said WWIS Principal Jeremy Day. “You’ll 
often find her staying into the early evening after 
school and coming in on the weekends with the 
mindset of doing what is best for our kids. She is very 
caring of her students but also holds a very high 
expectation of them.” 

Cornelssen also serves as a mentor to new district 
teachers, has held a leadership role within the 
Winton Woods Teachers’ Association (WWTA) for a number of years, and has 
worked with the district’s administration on ways to give students the best 
education possible. She started in the district at Cameron Park Elementary 



School, moved to Winton Woods Elementary School, and joined the intermediate 
school in 2011.      

“Cris is an extremely vital piece of the Winton Woods Intermediate School,” said 
Day. 

To be nominated for the Skyline Teacher of the Month, teachers must 
demonstrate:  

 Excellence in the Classroom by using instructional practices that 
support higher academic achievement. 

 Motivation by encouraging and motivation students to surpass their 
expectations both academically and socially.   

 Leadership by having a positive attitude with students, parents, 
colleagues and the community.   

 Creativity and Imagination by demonstrating creativity in teaching in a 
way that inspires students to learn.  

 Dedication by showing excellent attendance, punctuality and overall 
dependability.  

 Communication by communicating effectively to their classrooms, 
parents, colleagues and beyond.  
 

 Twenty-one students from 
Winton Woods Primary South 
were honored as “bucket 
fillers” in September for their 
caring and kind actions. 
Chosen by their teachers this 
month were: Roman 
McCaster, Elijah Blue, Ben 
Delucio, Emily Appora, Josiah 
Moellman, Kinverlyn Flores, 
Tyrell Worrell, Michelle Agyei, 
Myla Roberts, Haille Wilson, 
Logan Wlson, Brianna Lopez, 
Isabelle Abreu, Lyric 
Shockley, Taliah Gomez, Diego Torres Davila, Calista Julian, Karla Miller, Dion 
John, Aaron McNeal and J’onte Ulmer.     
  
The students received a certificate, a pizza lunch with Principal Danielle Wallace 
on October 14, and are able to be out of uniform that day.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Bucket fillers for the month of September at Winton Woods 
Primary South. Photo by Cindy Boehm.   


