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Quote of the week: 

If you are not the hero of your own story, then you’re missing the whole point of your 
humanity.           – Steve Maraboli 

 

 At its regular meeting on September 28, the 

Winton Woods board of education appointed 

Jeffrey Berte to fill the vacancy on the board. 

The term of this appointment will expire on 

December 31, 2017. “It was a very tough 

decision. We had several highly qualified 

candidates, but I am pleased to announce that 

the board unanimously has appointed Mr. 

Jeffrey Berte. The board believes that with his 

extensive financial background he will be a 

tremendous asset to the board,” said 

Jessica Miranda, board president. 

Mr. Berte is a 50-year resident of the Winton 

Woods City School District and a 1978 graduate 

of Forest Park High School. He is married with 

two sons who attended and graduated from 

Winton Woods High School. Although recently 

retired, he brings a wealth of educational and professional experience to the 

board, including 30 years in the finance and operations industry and most 

recently held the office of chief financial officer (CFO) for a medical services 

group in the Cincinnati area. Since 2008, he also served as the treasurer for the 

Committee for Educational Progress and School Issues (CEPSI). Mr. Berte 

believes in raising the expectations for student, teacher and parent outcomes 

and is committed to protecting and encouraging opportunities for students. 

 

 

 



 The athletic staff and boosters of 
Winton Woods High School 
inducted the newest members 
into the district’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame on Friday, September 11, 
in a ceremony at Charlie 
Fredrick Stadium. Honored this 
year were:  

 Bruce Bagley, boys 
baseball and soccer coach 
for Greenhills High School 
from 1972 to 1990. As a 
baseball coach for the 
Pioneers, Bagley compiled a 
record of 327 wins and 156 losses. He coached his teams to seven league 
championships, while being selected by his peers for 10 League Coach of the 
Year awards, coaching 10 All Star Games and receiving the highest honor of 
coaching the Ohio North/South All Star Game. Bagley retired from baseball 
with 555 wins and 245 losses, ranking him 16th all-time among Ohio coaches. 
Bagley also coached boys soccer for the Pioneers, with 306 wins and 194 
losses. He coached 10 East/West All Star Games, and his success 
throughout the Greater Cincinnati area earned him 15 Coach of the Year 
awards. Bagley continues to give back to the community by coaching Special 
Olympics Camps. 

 Dayeesha Hollins, a 2009 Winton Woods High School graduate, earned 
multiple letters participating in girls basketball and track, as well as several 
FAVC and Greater Cincinnati awards. Hollins helped lead the girls basketball 
team to three FAVC Conference Championships, two District Championships, 
and two Regional Semi-Finals, while compiling a record of 68 wins and seven 
losses. She was selected First Team All FAVC for two years, First Team All-
Southwestern Ohio for two years, First Team Cincinnati Enquirer for two 
years, and First Team All-State. As a senior she earned Cincinnati High 
School Basketball Hall of Fame Co-Division I Player of the Year. Hollins also 
excelled on the track and is the city-wide record holder in the 400 meter. She 
qualified for three years for the OHSAA State Track and Field Championships 
in the 400 meter and 4x400 meter. Her three year performance on the court 
and track earned her Winton Woods High School’s Female Career Athlete 
Award. Her work ethic earned her a basketball scholarship to the University of 
Michigan, where she excelled as a freshman. She became the first Michigan 
player to record 100 rebounds and 100 assists as a freshman, before being 
named to the Big Ten All Freshman Team. After her first season, Hollins 
transferred to the University of Cincinnati, concluding her collegiate basketball 
career there before playing professionally in Finland and Germany.    

 Calvin Johnson, a 1985 Forest Park High school graduate, earned several 
athletic letters participating in football, basketball and baseball, as well as 
Hamilton County League All-Star honors in football and baseball. Johnson 



was a four-year letter winner in football and served as team captain for three 
years. During his senior season, he led the city with 193 tackles, recovered 
nine fumbles, had 11 quarterback sacks, caused another five fumbles and 
blocked three kicks. His performance on the football field earned him the 
1984 Defensive Lineman of the Year award, Helmet Sticker award and All 
League Honors. After graduation Johnson continued his football career by 
earning a scholarship to Austin Peay State University where he led in several 
statistical categories: fumbles recovered, fumbles forced, tackles for losses, 
and quarterback sacks. Johnson returned to Cincinnati and worked as a 
Cincinnati police officer, while giving back to Winton Woods High School, 
where he coached football and basketball for many years. In the fall of 2008, 
Johnson became the girls basketball head coach, and led the Lady Warriors 
to three FAVC Championships, one Sectional Championship and one District 
Runner Up. 

 Gina Vannoy, a 1988 Forest Park graduate, earned varsity letters in three 
sports for the Lady Chargers, participating in girls soccer, basketball and 
track. A four-year varsity starter in soccer, Vannoy led the Lady Chargers to a 
District Championship. Her performance on the field led the Associated Press 
to select her to the All-City and All-State Soccer Teams. She was Team 
Captain, MVP, Best Defensive Player, Best Offensive Player, and MVP of the 
All City Soccer Game. Vannoy also helped lead the girls basketball team to a 
District Championship with her defensive stopper mentality. After high school 
she went on to play soccer at Thomas More College, where she was four-
year starter, recording most goals scored by a defensive player. She was 
selected as an All Regional Player for two consecutive years. Vannoy went on 
to coach high school soccer at Bethel Tate High School, where she became 
the first female coach in the Tri-State area to lead a varsity boys’ soccer team 
to two league championships. 
 

Created in 2002, the purpose of the Winton Woods Athletic Hall of Fame is to 
acknowledge and celebrate the long tradition of athletic excellence at Forest 
Park, Greenhills and Winton Woods High Schools. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at Winton Woods High School’s 2015 Athletic Hall of 
Fame ceremony are (l-r) Alicia Johnson, representing Calvin Johnson; Bruce 
Bagley; Keeno Hollins, representing Dayeesha Hollins; and Gina Vannoy. Photo 
by Elise Speeg.  
 

 Congratulations to Winton 
Woods High School’s 2015 
Homecoming King Tyshon 
Capell and Homecoming Queen 
Jillian Harris. They were 
crowned at the Warriors’ football 
game against Start High School 
on Friday, September 18. Photo 
by Elise Speeg. 



 This year’s Memory Walk to support the Ann McGahan Memorial Scholarship 
Fund at Winton Woods High School—1231 W. Kemper Road in Forest Park—will 
take place on Saturday, October 3, at 9:00 a.m. with registration starting at 8:30 
a.m. All walkers are required to sign a waiver for the approximately two-mile 
walk. There is a suggested donation of $20, and checks should be made payable 
to: Ann McGahan Memorial Scholarship. Donations can be made at time of 
registration or can be mailed to: Sheri Martin, 7983 Frolic Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45236. 100% of all donations are directly applied to scholarships. In three years, 
seven scholarships have been awarded to Winton Woods graduating seniors. 
Please join us in remembering Ann!  

 The third annual 9-11 Memorial 
Event at Winton Woods Middle 
School once again gave 
students the opportunity to pay 
tribute to first responders from 
the communities of Forest Park, 
Greenhills and Springfield 
Township. The Humanities 
students and their teachers—
Kathleen Barger, Ashley Brand, 
and Lisa Giblin—honored those 
attending with music, 
refreshments, speeches and 
goody bags to take home.  

  
The ceremony opened with 
students Starr Adams, Naomi Hall, Jasmine Horner, Michelle Mitchell and Aicha 
Muhammad singing the National Anthem. Brianna Benson and Sierra Perry led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and Fatimata Gassama read her narrative written from 
the perspective of a doll who survived the September 11 attacks. Makaila Cole 
talked about the class’s American Flag Project that included: newspaper 
headlines from 9-11 to show the impact of the event on people’s lives, index 
cards with student responses about what it means to be an American and why 
we honor first responders, and pictures of people of all ages, races and religions 
to show our country’s diversity. Mariah Barner explained Operation Goody Bag, a 
project where students decorate and fill bags for first responders, police, fire 
fighters, and members of the armed forces.  
 
Those attending the event left with the goody bags the students had decorated 
and filled with thank you notes, poems, and candy.  
   



 Winton Woods High School’s 
2015-2016 Student 
Ambassadors are ready to be 
of service to their classmates, 
teachers, parents and 
community members. 
Throughout the school year—
and throughout the district—
these seniors will be assisting 
with events from book fairs for 
younger students to hosting 
district families and community 
members at high school 
events.   

“I’m absolutely elated for the 
opportunity to work with such a passionate, selfless, fun and educated group of 
young scholars,” said Assistant Principal Princess Crenshaw. “They want to give 
back to their school. They want to make a difference in their community, and they 
want your help in doing so. We are ready to serve, and we encourage you to let 
us know how we can be of service.” 

The Ambassadors program at Winton Woods High School has been in place 
since 2006 with the goal of promoting school spirit and pride, while providing a 
service to others. This year’s Student Ambassadors are: Menyada Anderson, 
Simon Asem, Kourtney Barnes, Makayla Boyd, Eden Daniel, Jorden Denny, 
Jesus Galen, Raddy Garcia, Delaney Lindeman, Parker Sarra, CJ Stumpf, 
Hannah Van Dyke, Cindy Vivar, and Meklit Zenabu.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School’s Student Ambassadors for this 
year are (front, l-r) Makayla Boyd, Meklit Zenabu, Parker Sarra, Assistant 
Principal Princess Crenshaw, Cindy Vivar, CJ Stumpf, and Eden Daniel; (back, l-
r) Menyada Anderson, Raddy Garcia, Simon Asem, Jesus Galen, and Jorden 
Denny. Not pictured: Kourtney Barnes, Delaney Lindeman and Hannah Van 
Dyke.   

 Winton Woods High School will present this year’s fall play, Rehearsal for 
Murder, on Thursday, November 19, through Saturday, November 21, at 8:00 
p.m. in the David Bell Performing Arts Center at the high school.   

Playwright Alex Dennison is brokenhearted when his leading lady and fiancée, 
Monica Welles, is found dead after the opening night of her Broadway debut. A 
year later, Dennison gathers the cast and crew from Welles’ first and only show 
for the rehearsal of his new play. As the scenes are read in the empty theater, 
the reason for the rehearsal becomes clear: Dennison believes Welles was 
murdered, and someone there is the prime suspect.  



Richard Levinson and William Link, the writers of Rehearsal for Murder, were the 
creators of the TV shows Columbo and Murder, She Wrote. Originally a made-
for-TV movie, Rehearsal for Murder was the winner of the Edgar Award, an 
annual prize given out by the Mystery Writers of America. 

Winton Woods High School Drama Director Michelle Kozlowski will be assisted 
with this production by student directors Ravyn Ramsey and Zach Mavridoglou.  

Tickets for the show are $7.00 and will be available at the door. Community 
members holding MVP Cards from the district will be admitted for free.     

 When people ask how they spent their summer vacations, Winton Woods 
students Elias Hoock, Dylan Nieto, Rhoda Nkrumba and DeAsia Timpson can 
talk about their trip to Space Camp at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in 
Huntsville, Alabama. There the four students, along with Winton Woods Middle 
School Intervention Specialist Meredith Steen, had five days of team building, 
simulations, friendship and fun.  

“I was nervous at first,” said Hoock, but his nerves vanished as he spent the first 
few days “hanging out with 
people from across the 
world.” In fact, that 
became the highlight of 
his trip.  

Steen also left Cincinnati 
with some reservations. “I 
had no idea what I was 
getting myself into,” she 
said, but once there “the 
entire experience blew me 
away. I was not prepared 
for the camaraderie, 
activities and enjoyment 
that I had. The U. S. 
Space and Rocket Center 
is really a giant museum 
with all kinds of simulators and fun activities.”   

While at Space Camp, the students had assigned roles as they donned space 
suits and participated in lunar missions that had them directing others, 
troubleshooting problems like flipping out solar panels, and doing experiments on 
a space station. “It was stressful,” said Nkrumba. “It really felt like you were in 
space.”  

Steen agreed. “The teachers had two missions and were given a position as 
either an astronaut, flight commander, pilot or member of mission control. If you 
made a mistake, lights would flash. It truly simulated what it would be like to land 



a space craft on the moon or to dock a space station.” Another of Steen’s teacher 
activities was the simulation of a plane crash on the water, with a helicopter 
rescue. “It was all such a unique experience,” she said.   

During the time at Space Camp, the teachers and students heard inspirational 
speeches from Don Thomas, NASA astronaut; Homer Hickman, whose book 
Rocket Boys was made into a movie; and Ed Buckbee, who helped train many of 
the first NASA astronauts.  

While none of the students is ready to blast off into space anytime soon, Hoock 
said the trip helped him decide that he’d like to go to college and get a doctorate 
in astrophysics. “I’d like to work for a company and design and develop 
aerospace weapons,” he said. Steen admitted the program even had her 
wondering, “If I had gone to a program like this as a student, would my future 
have changed?”   

Northrop Grumman sponsored the trip for Steen and the students so that 
everything was free, from their airline flights to their camp costs. “I have lessons 
and activities for my students on everything from building rockets to creating 
ablative shields to withstand extreme temperatures,” Steen said. “And I couldn't 
fit all the Space Camp gifts I received into my luggage. My suitcase weighed ten 
extra pounds.” 

Steen said, "Our students arrived at Space Camp shy and unsure, but came 
home more confident. There they learned team building, that there are some 
things you can't do on your own. All four had a tangible, real life experience that 
they can talk about for the rest of their lives. It may determine the classes they 
attend in high school to the possibility of a future STEM career."    

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods student Rhoda Nkrumba is shown repairing a 
broken window on Aurora, a simulation lunar habitat in 2050, while at Space 
Camp in Alabama. 

 Teresa Stone, first grade 
teacher at Winton Woods 
Primary North in Greenhills, 
loves a good mystery and 
so do her students. So the 
Mystery Reader program 
that Stone has created for 
her classroom is the perfect 
fit to introduce her students 
to new books and new 
people. “The goal is to have 
my students see the adults 
they admire and look up to 
as readers,” said Stone, 
who’s always looking for 



new Mystery Readers.   

“Readers can bring a book they love, such as Green Eggs and Ham, Giraffe's 
Can't Dance or any short read aloud,” said Stone. “I can provide a book as well. 
Reading to the students won’t take much time, only about 10 minutes. We’d also 
like to take a group picture with our readers for our wall.”  

Stone would love to have community members read to her class throughout the 
school year. Those interested should send her an email at 
stone.teresa@wintonwoods.org. “In just a few short moments my class will enjoy 
a story and have been inspired by you,” she said.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Board of Education President Jessica 
Miranda was recently a Mystery Reader in Teresa Stone’s classroom at Winton 
Woods Primary North in Greenhills. Miranda read Edwina, The Dinosaur Who 
Didn’t Know She Was Extinct to the first grade students.   

 

mailto:stone.teresa@wintonwoods.org

