
The Ch ildr en ,  Parents ,  

Teachers ,  and  School  Board   

are  u nite d in  the  qu est  

to  improve  our  d istr ict !   

We are working s ide by side to  

Bui ld a Better Tomorrow for our Chi ldren 

and we’re  asking you to join us and  
 

Vote  YES  

for  ISSUE 55  
November  3 ,  2009  

 Our Community’s Future  

Depends on YOU!  

SHOULD WE FAIL 

ALL high school sports and extra-curricular  

activities will be cut. All K-8 sports and  

extra-curricular activities have already been  

eliminated.  

This means NO football, track, wrestling, soccer  

basketball, volleyball  baseball, softball, cheer-

leading or marching band. No after-school clubs, 

fall play, spring musical, or community concerts.  

This will make it significantly harder for our 

students to compete for college admission and 

scholarships. 

Busing will be cut to state minimums (2 miles or 

more from home to school). 

High school and middle school class sizes will 

increase significantly. 

ALL enrichment programs at Winton Woods  

Elementary and Intermediate Schools  

(GTE/GTA, Band, Orchestra, Science Lab)  

will be eliminated. 

Additional staff will be cut from every  

classification. 

ALL buildings and grounds will be closed at the 

end of the school day. 

WHEN WE PASS 

ALL current programs and staff remain at  

current levels. 

Restore extra-curricular activities K-8 including 

all sports, music programs, and after school clubs.   

Restore high school busing for public and private 

students. 

Winton Woods will continue to be a family 

oriented community that supports its schools.  
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“We watch our facilities deteriorate, our classes 

explode in size, and our energetic young teachers 

fall victim to cuts. It’s very hard on morale.  

We know our students deserve better, but our fate 

is in the hands of the voting community.”    

Elizabeth Lucas, President, Winton Woods 

Teachers’ Association 

“Hundreds of students are motivated to come to 

school because of their extra-curricular activities 

after school - from  the musical to football  

practice. The levy failing and these activities  

being eliminated would affect students'  

attendance as well as their pride for the school.   

Senior Emily Cooper, involved in drama, 

band, chorus, KEY Club 

“To lose athletics, which brings an average of  

$4 million in scholarships a year, due to a levy 

failure, may put many student-athletes behind  

or we may lose them all together.”  

Senior Dominique Brown, WWHS football 

and basketball player 

QUESTIONS  

VOTERS ARE  

ASKING ABOUT THE 

LEVY  

 How might another failed levy 

affect student and teacher morale?  

Vg`s vhkk ` e`hkdc kdux ƏbnrsƐ ntq

schools at this time?  

Do you have specific financial questions  

concerning the Winton Woods Schools levy?  

Please contact WW Treasurer Tom Golinar at 

619- 2370 or Golinar.tom@wintonwoods.org. 

mailto:Golinar.tom@wintonwoods.org


PROPERTY VALUES 

How are Winton Woods Schools currently rated on 

the State Report Card?   

Winton Woods Schools received a “Continuous  

Improvement” rating but received a rating of òaboveó 

in the Value-Added category of the report card - a  

rating that was started last year. This means Winton 

Woods students advanced more than one year in 

their academic studies last year. By building, our  

ratings are: 

Winton Woods High School (grades 9-12), 

Effective 

Winton Woods Middle School (grades 7-8),  

Continuous Improvement 

Winton Woods Intermediate School (grades 5-6),  

Continuous Improvement 

Winton Woods Elementary School (grades 3-4),  

Excellent 

What factors influence our ratings?  

One of the greatest factors influencing our State Report 

Card rating is the mobility rate of students.  

Approximately half the students taking the state tests 

have been in our district less than three years. Yet our 

data shows that students who have been in the district 

three years or more consistently score significantly 

higher than students who transfer here from other  

districts-for example 22% better in 7th grade  

mathematics. That is why meeting the "Above" range in 

the report card's Value Added indicator is important. It 

shows that the district has taken students from the level 

they came into the school year and moved them more 

than a school year's worth of educational growth. 

How many years has it been since the last tax levy 

increase?  

It has been five years (2004) since our last tax levy  

increase. We promised voters to make that money last 

three years. Through the consolidation of grade levels 

and other cost-saving measures we were able to  

extend that promise.  

We first returned to voters for a tax levy increase in 

2008. 

The district has cut $5,400,000 over the last five years. 

How much will this levy increase my taxes as a  

property owner?  

The levy will cost the owner of a $100,000 home  

$234.51 per year;$19.54 per month;64 cents a day. 

For homeowners aged 65 and over who receive the 

Homestead Exemption, the levy will cost $176.00 

a year.  

Why is the levy request for $4.2million and not  

a smaller amount?   

This  levy request is a $4.2 Million Limited (10 year) 

Emergency Levy.  

A lower dollar amount would not sustain the district 

for three years or more. 

Additional Funding Information: 

The State of Ohio  provides just 45% of our revenue; 

local taxpayers pay the rest.  

State law prohibits voter-approved tax levies from  

rising with property values. As a result, Ohio public 

schools must typically pass levies every three years.  

The state lottery provides less than 6% of our total 

budget.  

Because the Winton Woods District has a small base 

of businessesñas well as tax-exempt properties like 

parks and churchesñwe have to rely on our home-

owners for local revenue.  

The vast majority of businesses located around I-275 

and Winton Road are NOT in the Winton Woods 

Schools tax district. These businessesõ tax dollars go 

to neighboring school districts.  

SCHOOL DISTRICT FUNDING  

How will a tax levy failure impact my property values? 

Even if you donõt have school-age children, selling your 

home to a potential buyer with children would be more 

difficult. 

What if I live in an rental house or apartment?   

You have a part in this too, especially if you have 

school-age children. Your vote is needed to get Winton 

Woods Schools and our community back on track. Your 

children and community are at risk. Please vote to 

move us forward.  

ACADEMIC RESULTS 

The above graph illustrates the actual revenues and  

expenditures of the district from 2006 to 2009 and  

budgeted data for 2010.  Expenditures were flat over the 

past four years and continue to remain flat for the  

current school year.  State and local revenues are  

beginning to decrease based on reductions to state  

foundation payments and the real estate crisis.   

Expenditures were held constant over this five year  

period by shrinking budget items each year.  Staff has 

been reduced, a school building closed, and maintenance 

has been deferred to limit expenses.  Operating in this 

manner has begun to impact our ability to educate  

students, attract and retain quality teachers and  

maintain our buildings.  

The district expenditures can be broken down as follows: 

Over 82% of the general fund will be spent on salaries 

and benefits for teachers, bus drivers, custodians, prin-

cipals and other staff. This is typical for Ohio schools. 

About 13% will be spent on utilities, postage, repairs, 

and other services. 

About 3% will be spent on textbooks, library books, and 

similar materials. 

About 1% will be spent on liability insurance, auditorõs 

costs and other fees. 

Less than 1% will be spent to replace inoperable  

equipment and buses. 


